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SYNOPSIS

Amax Coal Company completed regrading and seeding reclamation in the fall of
1995 for the Sowbelly Canyon permit area. They have requested Phase I bond release and
have submitted as-builts for the regrading, sediment control and diversion in the canyon.

On October 22, 1996, the Division and a representative from OSM joined Johnny
Pappas in a Phase I inspection of Sowbelly Canyon. This inspection began at 10:00 a.m. and
lasted until 12:00 noon. Grading and establishment of the drainage and sediment eontrol
systems were the major components of the inspection.

This memorandum provides the analysis of hydrology from the as-builts and the
inspection in determining if release of Phase I bond is appropriate.

ANALYSIS

RECLAMATION PLAN

I{YDROLOGIC II\IFORMATION

Regulatory Reference : R645-301-760

A,nalysisr

Section 3.2-5(4) covers the reclamation alternate sediment control measures that will
be implemented in the reclamation of this canyon. This section was permitted prior to
reclamation activities in 1995. Section 3.2-5(4) refers to AppendixS.2l for sediment control
as-builts. Appendix 3.2I shows USLE calculations that demonstrate that the alternate sediment
control measures are adequate to treat reclaimed areas. First, Amax Coal says that the amount
of sediment from the undisturbed area is greater than the disturbed areas; therefore, the
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sediment is controlled on the reclaimed areas. Second, Amax Coal says that an analysis which

uses predisturbed assumptions on the disturbed areas results in only a slightly lower sediment
production. Finally, ttre data shows that sediment production per acre is less from the

ieclaimed areas than the sediment production from undisturbed areas.

Section 3.2-10 discusses the reclamation as-builts. This section discusses the

reclamation activities performed in 1995. This section also describes the use of mulch as

sediment in the reclaimed areas.

Appendix 3.2G is the reclamation as-built, hydrology calculations.- In this section

the channel co^nfigurations are shown. All channels are shown to be built to design and

certified by a professional engineer, except SBRD-8. This channel was only slightly modified .
in order to lea-ve a more natr.rial, stable channel; therefore the engineer certified that the channel

was stable and capable of conveying the required $torm runoff, rather than certi$ing the

designs.

During the summer of 1996, the reclamation channels withstood several

thunderstorms inc-luding one storm that produced nearly one inch of rainfall' There is some

evidence that flow **r**onu*yed in some of the channels but there were no signs of channel

destablization. Flow was minimal in the channels to the point that two automated samplers in

the main channel (one upstream portions of the reclamation area, one downstream of the

reclamation area) collected no data.

Sediment control is currently met by surface roughening and vegetation. Vegetation

is not at a level that is in itself adequate for sediment control but when combined with the

surface roughening sediment controi and runoff control is adequate. Further, the roughening

has enlanc*A tne fiotetttiul for vegetation which will continue to act as long term sediment

control.

Findingsr

The reclamation hydrologic designs for Sowbelly Canyon are complete and field

inspection shows that the ditches are stable. Sediment control is adequate in surface
roughening and vegetation.

RECOMMENDATION

The hydrologic design and construction in Sowbelly Canyon have produced stable

channels. Sedimbnt control will be met in the short through roughening and vegetation, and

long terms by vegetation.
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