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February 15,2006

James Fulton, Chief, DFD
Office of Surface Mining
1999 Broadwoy, Suite 3320
P.O. Box 46667
Denver, Colorado 80201 -6667

Subject:

Willow ine. Pl
Q/007/003 8. Outeoing File

Dear Mr. Fulton:

Enclosed are two decision documents for Phase I bond releases at the Castle Gate
Mine and at the Willow Creek Mine. OSM conculrence on these bond releases is requested.
The three different sites at the Castle Gate Mine are:

State of Utah

Department of
Natural Resources

MICHAEL R. STYLER
Executive Director

Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining

JOHN R. BAZA
Division Director

Sowbelly Gulch Substation
Hardscrabble Substati on
Adit # 1

1.80 acres $65,000
0.72 acres $51,000
3.00 acres $74.054

The total phase I bond releasefor Castle Gate Mine at these three si/es rs..

$190,054 for 5.52 aues.
The current bond amountfor the Castle Gate Mine is 8680,154. The amount of
bond proposedfor phase I bond release at the Castle Gate Mine is $190.054.
Therefore, 8490,000 would remain.

The other is for Gravel Canyon at the Willow Creek Mine.

Gravel Canyon 5.75 acres $95.400

The amount to be retained is $63,600 for Gravel Canyon. The bond amount for
Willow Creek is currently $7, 866,000 and would be reduced to $7,770,600 with this phase I
bond release.

If you have any questions, please call rne at (801) 538-5268.

(.

O:\007004.CG\FINAL\PERMITU005Bondreleases\REquest forConcurenceosM,doc
1594 west North Temple, suite 1210, po Box 145g01, salt Lake ciry, ur g4l l4-sg0l
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ADMINISTRATIVE OVERVIEW

Plateau Mining Corporation
Gravel Canyon

Willow Creek Mine
cta07 t0038

Carbon County, Utah

February 1612006

ACTION

Phase I bond release is requested for the Willow Creek Mine's Gravel Canyon site. Thisarea was used as a borrow area for reclamation at the Willow Creek Mine Refuse pil",
Preparation Plant area and Willow Creek Mine highwall area. This site was reclaimed in the fallof 2004. The bond release amount is:

Gravel Canyon 5.75 (4.3 acres were disturbed) $95, 400

BACKGROUND

The Willow Creek Mine area is located approximately l0 miles north of the town ofPrice, Utah in Carbon County, with the mine ,urfa", facilities located adjacent to and north ofWillow Creek and State Highway 191 in Willow Creek Canyon approximately one milenortheast of the junction of Highway l9l with u.s. Highway o ana so. The willow creek Minepermit atea covers an area of approximately 23 sections extinding north and south
approximately 2.5 miles from the junction of the two highway and six miles to the east for a totalof 14, 670 acres.

This ateais part of the Book Cliffs of Central Utah and is characte rizedby high plateaus
to the north; steep narrow ridgelines cut by deep erosional drainages in the permit and adjacentareas to the east, west, and south; and the relatively flat, dry semi-desert areas of the ColoradoPlateau to the south of the town of Price. Within tire perm it ur"u,topographic relief ranges from6200 feet, near the confluence of Willow Creek with ih, P.ir" Rivei to over g,600 feet along theridgelines to the southeast.

There has been mining in this area since the late 1800's. Following initial settlement ofthis area, further settlement and development of the area occuned fairly ruliOry with the
discovery of extensive coal reserves in the late 1870's and construction of the railroad in the late1870's and early I 880's. Active underground mining operations continued from the I g70,s
through the 1940's, when coal de-mand-and productiin Lrg* to decline due to reduced postwar
industrial production and the shift to diesel railroad enginis. The Castle Gate Mines NJr. i,i,and 4, which were encompassed by the Willow Creek ilainr permit boundary, were developed
and operated from 1888 through lg72,when the last of the rin., closed.



PHASE I BOND RELEASE FINDINGS

Plateau Mining Corporation
Gravel Canyon

Willow Creek Mine
c/007/0038

Carbon County, Utah

February 1612006

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The Phase I bond release findings for Gravel Canyon is in the attached Technical
Analysis dated February 15,2006. All landowners were notified on the Phase I bond release
application and the bond release was advertised for four consecutive weeks in the local paper.
No comments were received during the public comment period. A bond release inspection was
conducted on September 8, 2005. No problems were identified. BLM concurrence was received
on October 20,20A5.

PHASE I BOND RELEASE RECOMMENDATION

The Permittee has met the requirement by backfilling and grading, topsoil placement and
seeding at Gravel Canyon. It is recommended that the following amount be released for phase I:

Gravel Canyon 5.75 acres $951400

On approval of this request, establishment of vegetation at this site will be required for
Phase II bond release. The amount retained is $63,600 for Gravel Canyon.

The bond amount for Willow Creek is currently $7n 866,000 and will be reduced to
$7,7701600 with this phase I bond release.

O :\00703 8.WIL\FINAL\PERMInddGravelCanyonphaseI. doc
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Ulah Oil Gao and Mining

Coal Regulatory Program

Willow Creek Mine
Gravel Canyon Phase I Bond Release
Permit #C1007/0038, Task lD #2243

Technical Analysis
February 15,2006
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Task lD #2243
TECHNICAL ANALYSIS February 15,2006

TECHNICALANALYSIS

The Division derives its authority from the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act
of 1977(SMCRA). When companies submit a Perrnit Application Package or an amendment to
their Mining and Reclamation Plan, the Division reviews the proposal for confornance to the
R645-Coal Mining Rules. This Technical Analysis is such a review. Regardless of these
analyses, the Permittee must comply with the minimum regulatory requirements as established
by SMCRA.

Readers of this document must be aware that the regulatory requirements are included by
reference. A complete and current copy of these regulations and a copy of the Technical
Analysis and Findings Review Guide can be found at http://ogm.utah.gov/coal

This Technical Analysis (TA) is written as part of the permit review process. It
documents the Findings that the Division has made to date regarding the application for a permit
and is the basis for permitting decisions with regard to the application. The TA is broken down
into logical section headings that comprise the necessary components of an application. Each
section is analyzed and specific findings are then provided which indicate whether or not the
application is in compliance with the requirements.
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INTRODUCTION

On May 5, 2005, the Permittee submitted an application for Phase I bond release for the
Gravel Canyon area of the Willow Creek Mine. The Gravel Canyon area contains 5.75 acres of
which 4.3 acres as a barrow pit before the site was pennitted under SMCRA. The site is located
in SEl/4SEl/4 of Section 35, Township 12 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah. The Permittee
reclaimed the site in the fall of 2004.
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RECLAMATION PLAN

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOUR RESTORATION

RegufatoryReference:30cFRSec.7&4.15,785.16,817.102,817.107,817.133; R64$301-234,-301-412,-901419,-301-512,-
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732,-301-733, -301-764.

Analysis:

The Permittee meet the requirements to restore the site to the approximate original
contours. Those requirements are a combination of performance standards for backfilling and
grading, hydrology, postmining land use and revegetation. The perfonnance standards include:

. Minimization off-site impacts.

. The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the
land prior to mining.

. The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
o Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved postnining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations are to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits and similar to
those in the surrounding areas.

Regulatory requirements that must be achieved include:

Eliminate all highwalls, no highwalls existed at Gravel Canyon.
Eliminate all spoil piles, no spoil piles existed at Gravel Canyon.
Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain
moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
No depressions except pocks remain on the site.
Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site. The Permittee met all
hydrology requirements.
Support the postmining land use. The site is capable of supporting the postmining land
use.

a

a

a
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Exhibit 3.6-5A8 provides reclamation topography and cross-section locations. The
Permittee met the minimum requirements for achieving AOC because:

There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and water
pollution.
The slopes were reclaimed according to the approved reclamation plan
The plan minimizes erosion and water pollution.
The Division expects that the reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of
grazing and wildlife habitat because the slopes blend with the surrounding area and the
area was seeded.

Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this
section of the regulations.

BACKF'ILLING AI\TD GRADING

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 785.15,817.102,817.107; R645-'301-234, -301-537,'301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231, -
342-232, -302-233.

Anatysis:

General

The Permittee rneet the general backfilling and grading requirements because:

The area was reclaimed to the approximate original contour requirements. See the
Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of
repose. See Exhibit 3.6-5A8 for as-built certifications.
The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking
is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.

Previously Mined Areas

The R645 Rules allow the Division to enforce different standards to pre-SMCRA
disturbed sites if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil piles
associated with the substation area those rules do no apply for that area.

o

o

o
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Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the rninimum requirements of this
section of the regulations.

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 81 7.22; RO4S-301-240.

Analysis:

Redistribution

The Permittee met the topsoil and subsoil requirements for Phase I bond release. Post
mining topography is shown on Exhibit 3.6-548. MRP Table 3.6-6,Option B, describes the
mass balance surnmary for reclamation. Approximately 65,000 yd3 of material was moved
during regrading (App. 3.6D Sec. 3.6-4.{8). Composite soil samples of the final gaded surface
were determined to be suitable for use as substitute topsoil (MRP, App. 3.4M).

The rip rap in the ephemeral channel was filled in with soil and seeded and mulched as
described in the Earthfor Engineering reclamation filter design (MRP, Sec. 3.6, App. 3.68).

Findings:

The information provided meets the minimum Topsoil and Subsoil requirements for
Phase I bond release.

MINE OPENINGS

Regufatory Reference: 30 cFR sec. 817.13,817.14,9'17.15; R645-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301-631, -301-749, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings associated with the Gravel Canyon area.
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Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this
section of the regulations.

HYDROLOGIC INF'ORMATION

Regufatwy Reference: 30 CFR Sec.7&4.14,7U.29,817.41,817.42,817.43,817.45,817.49, 817.56, 817.57; R645-301-512, -301-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-542, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -
301-731, -301-733, -301-742, -301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The Permittee met the requirements for establishing the hydrological stnrctures needed to
for Phase I bond release. There will be one reclaim channel at Gravel Canyon. Since the
channel in Gravel Canyon is ephemeral, the Permittee designed the reclamation channel to safely
pass a l0-year 6-hour storm with a minimum freeboard of I foot. The l0-year 6-hour storm for
this area is 1.4 inches. The channel will be 3-feetwide atthe bottom and 1.5-feet deep with 3:l
side slopes. The D5s riprap size is 4 inches.

The filter blanket and riprap design is in Appendix 3.68. The filter blanket will be a 6-
inch thick layer of UDOT l'o base mix; the Permittee will not use a synthetic fabric.

The Permittee used several measures to control sediment during reclamation:
' PlacemenVredistribution oftopsoil.
. Mulching.
. Deep gouging.
r Seeding.
r Tackiffing.

The Permittee performed Modified Universal Soil Loss Equation (MUSLE) calculations,
which show that pre-mining conditions would have yielded 24.2 tons/acre/yr of sediment, while
the site will yield just 0.14 tons/acre/yr immediately post-reclamation and20.7 tons/acre/yr long-
term post-reclamation.
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Findings:

Information provided in the application is adequate to meet the minimum Hydrologic
Reclamation Plan requirements of the regulations.

STABILIZATION OF' SURFACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 81 7,9S; RO4$301 -244.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the minimum stabilization of surface areas requirements for Phase I
bond release. Two T /ac. of hay was scattered on the regraded surface. The hay was
incorporated with gouging. Seed was broadcast over the site MRP, Table 5.3-Ab,Sec 5.3).
Following the seeding, the site received an additional I to 1.5 tons per acre of straw much
applied with mechanical blowers and then was sprayed with a hydromulch and tackifier at a rate
of 500 lbs per acre (App 3.6 Sec 3.6-4(l)A8). The rip-rapped channel bottom was covered with
soil and seeded and mulched as well.

After seeding and mulching, App. 3.6-C demonstrates, the amount of sediment estimated
to leave the site drops to .14 Tons/auelyear. The field visit on September 8, 2005 confirmed that
the Permittee has applied best management practices to control erosion and prevent sediments
from leaving the site.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

Regulatory Reference: 30 cFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512, -go1-521, -301-542, -301-632, -301-731.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary Maps
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The affected area will not change because of the modification to the reclamation plan for
Gravel Canyon.

Bonded Area Map

The bonded area will not change because of the modification to the reclamation plan for
Gravel Canyon.

Reclamation Backfilling And Grading Maps

Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-l0a provide cross sections and Exhibit 3.4-12 provides station
locations for the profile of Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-l0a provide cross sections and Exhibit 3.4-12 provides station
locations for the profile of the Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Exhibit 3.6-4 (revised 08/23104) illustrates the reclamation contours and cross-sections
for Options B and C being proposed that would leave more soil material in the canyon. This
exhibit presents cross-sections, and profiles of the proposed drainage configurations. Mr. Layne
Jensen, a P.E. registered in the State of Utah prepared the map and certified it properly.

The Permittee indicated in a letter dated March 19,2004 to Daron Haddock that an as-
built topography map will be created from aerial photography of Gravel Canyon and the Willow
Creek Mine site.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

No facilities were associated with the reclamation of the Gravel Canyon site.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.6-4 shows Scenario B and C for the reclamation of Gravel Canyon. Scenario A
is shown in Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-l0a of the MRP. Exhibit 3.4-t2 provides station locations
for the profile of Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Reclamation Monitoring And Sampling Location Maps

The Permittee indicated in a letter dated March 19, 2004 to Daron Haddock that an as-
built topography map will be created from aerial photography of Gravel Canyon and the Willow
Creek Mine site. Soil sampling locations should be indicated on the As-Built to document the
sampling effort.
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Certification Requirements.

Layne Jensen certified the revised reclamation rnaps for Gravel Canyon. He is a
registered profession engineer.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements of the Regulations.

BOI\DING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R64S-301-900, et seq.

Analysis:

General

The Permiuee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as on
5.75 acres of which 4.3 acres were disturbed pre-SMCRA acres in SEI/4SEI/4 of Section
35, Township 12 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The Permittee provided as built drawing Exhibit 3.6-54'8 that shows acreage of disturbed
areas in Gravel Canyon topsoil storage site.
Exhibit 3.6-5,{8 provides dates of completion for the reclamation work and status of
bond release.
The Permittee included a brief history of the mining and reclamation activities.
There were no ponds within the substation area. The Permittee used surface roughening
techniques, such as pocking for sediment control.
The Permittee requested that the designated part of the bond for Gravel Canyon, which is
$159'000, be reduce to $95,400. The Permittee is seekinga60Yobond reduction, which
is the maximum allowed under R645-301-880.310.

Determination of Bond Amount

The current bond for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000, of which $159,000 is for
reclaiming Gravel Canyon. The Permittee requested that 600/o ($95,400) of the bond for Gravel
Canyon be released. After Phase I Bond release, the Division will have $63,600 to finish
reclamation of the Gravel Canyon site. The only remaining reclamation activity is vegetation.
The Division is confident that they can complete reclamation with $63,600 ($t t,000/acres.)

o

o
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Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this
section of the regulations.

O :\00703 8.WIL\FINAL\WG2243\WG2243fin.doc
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Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Cbeek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr Gary Harwood
Helper City
P.O. Box22L
Helper, Utah 84526

Re:

Dear Mr. Harwood:

Plateau Miuing Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northrest Highmy 191, Ilelper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Conpatry ' 999 Corporate Blvd-, Linthicum Heighb, MD 21090, has corryleted Phase I ofthe approved reclamation plan for the
apProximately 5.75 acres ofland in the Gravel Caayon arca ofthe Willow Creek Mine. This is iased on nreting the bacltrlling
andgrading md drainage contol requiremene for Phase I reclamtion in accor<tance with the approved reclamation plan All
earthwork, drainage confrol and revegetation werc coryleted in the fall of2004,

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthe State ofUtah R645-Coal Mining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification tbrt Plateau Mining Corporation int€nds to file an application with the Utah pii"ision of oil, cas and Mining for
partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation-

The suety bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000 of which $ I 59,000 is designated for the Gravel Canyon
reclamation" Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking release of $95,400 fiom the Gravel Canlon portion ofthe boncl.

Gravel Canyon is located on ft€ Helper, Utah" U.S. Geological Surv€y 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The mine site is locabd in
Sovbelly Gulch, approximately 3.5 miles north ofHelper, utah on thi rouowing aescrrua-tanasi

Tovpship 12 South- Ranse 9 EasL SLB&lvL Utsh
Scction 35: SEI/4 SEI/4

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880 ofthe State ofUtah R645 Coat Mining Rules, rhis letter will serve as
notifiration ttat Plat€au Mining Corporation iniends to fle an .pplication with the Utah pi-uirioo of Oil, O.r anal Mining forpartial release of the performance bond posted for rhir op€ratior

The surcty bond posted fot fte Willow Aeek Minc is $?,866p00 of which $ 159,000 is deeigno.ted for ihe Gravel Canyon
reclamation Platcau Mining Corporation is eeeli"g r€leaso of $95,400 from &e Gravel dyon portion of fte bond" All
carthwork and revegetation h.s bceil coryleted on site.

comlrente concerning Phase I bond release fton the lcgal or cquitable owner ofrecord ofthe surface areas to be affected and
from thelederal' Utah aud local governrneirt agencies vrhich would hav€ to initiate, inplement, 

"pptouq 
- 

"ottoJ, 
tt"- 

--

propose'd use of the land following reclarnation should be miled to: Plateau Mining.Corporation-Attendon: Dennis N. War€,P.O. Box 30, Heger,U|,'08r'.5Z6.

If you bavc any questions or necd additional information, pleare rne zt (4351 4724737 .
-,-.\

Sincerely"/ ) t

/-/na/--
Denri6-N. Ware
Contoller ard Admidshotive Manaser

E r tfvironrrnht/Pcrmit Acrior|s C.ltlc C y'Adit No. l/hrdow|l.|Notific ionph|sc I



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Cteek Minc

P,O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Carbon County Commissioners
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: of Annlica
Creek Mine. C/007/038. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Commissioners:

Plateau Midng Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Nofihn€st Highway 191, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary of Foundation Coal
Conpany , 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heighs, MD 21090, has coryleted Phase I ofthe approved reclarnation plan for tte
approximately 5.75 acres of land in the Gravel Canpn area of the Willow CYeek Mine. Tbis is tased on meetiag Ae tacmlirg
and grading and drainage control requiremotrs for Pbase I reclamation in accorctance with the approved reclamation plan All
eanhwork, drainage contol, and revegetation werc coryleted in tlc fall of2004.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-88Q ofthe State ofUtah R645{oal Minirg Rules, this lettcr will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Coryontion intencls to file an application with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial release ofthe perforrnance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canyon
reclamation. Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking release of$95,400 Aom the Gravel Canyon portion ofthe boncl

Gravel Canyon is located on the He$er, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7,5 minute quadrangle map. The mine site is locatcd in
Sowbelly Gulc\ approximatoly 3.5 mile,s north ofHelper, Utah on the followiag described lands:

Tovmshio 12 Soutb- Ranee 9 East SLB&M. Utah
Section 35: SEI/4 SEli4

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-30t-880 ofthe State ofUtah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this lctter will serve as
notification that Platcau Mining Corporation intnds to file aa application with the Utah Division of Oil Gas and Minlng for
partial release of the performance bond posted for 6is operatiou

The surcty bond posted for &e willow Ct€€k Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Caqon
rcclamation Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking relcase of $95,400 fiom the Gmvel Canyon portion ofthc boarl A1
€arthwort and rev€g€tation has been corpletcd on site.

Conrments concenring Phase I bond release ftom tho legal or equitable owner ofrecorat oftb€ surfrc€ ar€as to be affected erd
ftom the ledeml, Uah and local governnrort agacics which would bavc io initiate, iryloolent, approve, or au&orize 6e
proposed we of the hnd following reclarnation should bo mailed to: Plateau Mining Corporation 

-Attcntiou 
Demis N. Ware,

P.O. Box 30, Heger, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, pleas e rc ^t (435). 472473.' .

Sincerely, r,zl I(9zna+
Dennis N. I9ate
Contoller and Adminishative Manaser

Erlvl Envtor|rrEnbtP6ft$t Acrioflr c|ltlc Orhr'Adit.No l^,'d Oc/D.rNotifcrtibn phlc t



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utrah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Sheet
Price, Utah 84501

Re:

Dear Mr. Levanger:

plulsau l\{iniig C.orporation, , P.O. Box 30, 84? Northwest Highway l9l, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coel
Conpany , 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heighb, MD 2 I 090, has corryteted Phase I of the approved reclarnation plan for the
app$ximately 5.75 acrcs of land in the Gravel Canyon area of the Willow Creek Mine. This is based on meeting 6eiacltrlling
and grading and dminage contol requiremenb for Phase I rcclamation in accordance with the approved rcclamation plan All
earrhwork, drainage contol and revegetation were coryleted in the fall of 2004.

ln accordanc-e with the provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthe State ofUtah R645-Coal Mining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification tbat Plateau Mining Corporation int€nds to file an application with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial release of the perfomunce bond posted for this operation

The surety bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000 of which $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canyon
reclanation. Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking relcasc of$95,400 tom the Gravel Canyon portion ofthe bonrl

Gravel Canyon is located on tle Helper, Uah, U.S. Geological Suvey 7.5 minrte quadrangle map. The mine site is located in
sowbelly Gulch, approximtely 3.5 miles north of Helpcr, utah on the folowing ate.scribed lards:

Townshb 12 Soudl Rrnee 9 BasL SLB&M. Utah
Section 35: SEI/4 SEl/4

In accordaice with lhe provisiom ofR645-301-880 of thc State ofUtah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will sewe as
notificatioa tbat Plateau Mining Corporation lgnal P fle m applicatioa with the Utut Oi"i"ioo of O4 Gas and Mining for
partial release ofthe performance bond posbd for ttis operation

The surety bond posted for the Willow Ct€€k Mine is $7,866,000 ofqrhich $ I 59,000 is deeignated for the Gravcl Canyor.
reclamatioa Plateau Mining Corporation is rceking relcase of $95,4(x) from the Gravel Canlon portion of fte bond. All
earthwork and rcvegetation has been coqleted m site.

Comrnenb corceming Phase I bond release fton the legal or equitabte ovmer ofrecord of the surfsce ateas to be afrected and
from the Fedenl, Utah and local govcrment agc,ncies which would have to inifiate, inplemen! ap,prove, or authorize the
proposed use ofthe land following reclamation should bc mailed to: Plateau Mining Corporation Attendon: De6nis N. Wue, .
P.O. Box 30, H€lper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please rre at (435'1 4724737 .

sio".r"l/)
//' ' / /

UtztU-
Dennis N. Ware
Confroller and Administative Manaser

Br'r ErvimmtcnhlPcr|nir Acrions Cartlc crtc/Adit No. t/tr OffEr Notific{tioD ph.!. I



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Cbcek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Harold Cunningham
Utah Power and Light - Carbon Plant
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Notificrtion of Anplication for Phrce I Bond Relerse. Grrvel Csnvon Plrteau Mininq Coroorrtlon. Willow
Creek Mine. C/007/038. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. C\nningbam:

Plateau Mining Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwest Highway 191, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Company , 999 Corporate Blvd., Lirthicurn Ileights, MD 21090, has coryl*ed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for thc
approxirutely 5.75 acres ofland in the Gravel Canyon area ofthe Willow Creek Mine. This is based on neeting the bacldlling
and grading and drainage contol r€quir€rlenB for Phase I reclamation in accordance wiffr the aprproved reclamation plan All
earthwork, rhainage control, and r€vegetation were corylete.d in the fall of 2004.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880, oflhe State ofUtah R645-Coal Mini4g Rulas, this letter will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation intends to file an application with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial release ofthe performance bond posted for tlis operation"

The surety bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canlon
reclarnation. Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking relcase of $95,400 from the Gravel Canyon portion ofthe bond.

Gravel Canyon is located on the lle$er, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle rnap. The 'nine site is located in
Sowbelly Grlch, approximately 3.5 miles nor6 oflle$er, Utah on thc following described lands:

Tovnshio 12 South- Rance 9 East Sl8&M. Utah
Section 35: SEl/4 SEI/4

In accordanoc with the provisious ofR645-301-880 ofthe State ofUtah R645 Coal M;ning Rules, this letter will serve as
notification rher Plateau Mining Corporation inhds to file an application with the Utah Division of Oi! Gas and Mining for
partial release oflhe performance bond posted for ttis opefatiotr.

The swety bond posted for the Willow Cleck Mine is $7,866,000 of ltrich $ 159,000 is desipated for fte Gravel Caqon
reclamation Platcau Mining Corporation is eeeking relcase of$95,4fi) ftom the Gravel Canyon portioh of6e botrd All
earthwort atd rEvcgetrtiotr bas b€€rx coqleted m 8ite.

Commetrts corc€ming Phase I bord relcase fiomfte legal or equitable owner ofrecord of tbe surface arcas to b€ affected and
from the Federal, Utah and local gov€rment agencies which would hlv€ to initiate, inplemeng approve, or authorize tte
proposed use of the land following reclauution should be m'iled to: Plateau Mining Corporatiorl Attention: Dennis N. War€,
P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

lf you have any questions or need additional infornutio4 please w st (435) 4724737 .

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Adminisfrative Manager

Env: EnvironmentryPcrmit Actions Castle GatdAdit No. l/Land Owner Notification Phasc I



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY t9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)47M782

April 29,2005

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Director Land Management
American Electric Power
700 Morrison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 43230-6642

Re:

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Plateau Mining Corporation, , P,O. Box 30, 847 Northwcst Highway 191, Helper, [If 84526, a subsftliary ofFoundation Coal
Conpany , 999 Cotporate Blvd", Linthicum Hcighb, MD 21090, has coupleted Phase I of the approved ieclarnation plan for the
approximately 5.75 acres ofland in the Gravel Canyon area oflhc Willow Cr€ok Mine. This is based on mceting the backfilling
and gradiag and drainagecontol requir€meNrb for Phasc I rcclamation in accordance with the appr.oved reclarration plan. All 

=

earthwort, drainage conto! and rcvegebtion were coryleted in the ftll of 20M.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthe State ofutah R645-coal Midng Rules, this l€tter will serve as
notification that Plateau Miniag Corporation int€Dds to file an application with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial rel€ase ofttc perforrnance bond postcd for rhis operatiorl

The surety bond posted for the Willow Cteet Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canyon
reclarmtion Plateau Mining Coryomtion is seeking release of$95,400 fiom the Gravel Canyon portion ofthe bond.

Gravel Canyon is located on thc Helper, Utab, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The mine site is located in
Soqbelly Guld approxirnately 3.5 miles north ofHelper, Utah on the following describethnds;

Townshio 12 Soutb- Ranec 9 East SLB&lvL Utah
Seotion 35: SEl/4 SEl/4

In accot<lance wift the provisions ofR645-301-880 ofte State ofUtrh R645 Coal Mining Rutes, this letter will serve as
notification 6at Plateau Mining Corporation ltends to file an qplicrtion with rhe Utah Division of Oi[ Gas and Mining for
partial releace ofthe performancc bond poated for ftis operation

The surety bond posted for thc Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,m0 ofq/hich $ 159,000 is designatett for 6c Gravel Canyon
reclamation Plat€au Minitg Corporation is reeking release of $95,400 ftom the Gnvel Caalon portion of the bond. All
earthwork and rwegetation bas been corylebd oa eitc.

Comre|rb conccming Phase I bond release ftom the legol or equitable owner of record of the surfrc€ areas to be aff€cted ald
from thc lederal, Utah and local government agencies whicb would have to initiate, inplemont, approve, or authorize the
proposed use of the land following reclamation ehould be mailed to: Plateau Mining Corporrtion 

-i.ttention: 
Dennis N, Wore,

P.O. Box 30, He$er, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please me * @f, 4724737 .

Contoller and Adminisfrative Manager

Btr': EnvironnrntayPemlit Actions Castle Gate/Adit No. l/tand OwnerNotification phase I



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Phil Palmer
Price River Water Improvement District
P.O. 903
265 South Fairgrounds Road
Price, Utah 84501

Dear Mr. Palmer:

Plateau Mining Corporatior, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwest Highway l9l, Hclper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Corryany ' 999 Corporate Blvrl, Linthicum Heighb, MD 21090, has corryleted Phase I ofthe approved ieclarration plan for the
approximately 5.75 acres of land in the Gravel Caryon area ofthc Willow Creek Mine. This is 6ased on mcetiag the-bacldlling
and grading and drainage contol requir€rrenb for Phase I reclamation in accordance with the approve6 reclamation plan All
earthwork, dniuage contol, and revegetation were coryleted in the frll of 2004-

In accordauce with the provisioni ofR645-301-880, ofthe State ofutah R645{oal Mining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation intends to file an application with the Utah Di;ision of Oil, Gas an<t Mining for
partial release ofthe perfomnnce bond posted for rl'is operation-

The surety bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich g 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canlon
reclamation Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking release of$95,400 ftom the Gravel Caiyon portion ofthe boad.

Gravel Canpn is located on tte Helper, Utah, U.S. G€ological Swvey 7.5 minute quadrangle moF. Th€ mine site is located in
sowbelly Gulch, approximately 3.5 mil€s north ofHelper, utoh on the folowing dessnted-lsnds:

Townshin 12 Soutb- Ranse 9 East SLB&ld. Utah
Section 35: SEI/4 SEl/4

In accotdance with lhe provisions ofR645-301-880 ofthe state ofUbh R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter lvill serve as
notificatiotr tbst Plateau Minirg C.orporation intcnds to file an application with tbe Utah Dlvision Lf o4 cas ana Mining for 

'
partial rclease ofthe performance bond peted for 6is operation

The sutety bond posted for the Willow Cte€k l{inc ir $7,866,ffi0 ofrvhich $159,000 is designated for thp Gnvel catyon
rcclamation. Phteau Mrnmg &ryotatioa is sccking rclease of $95,400 fiom lhe Gravel Caiyon portion oft" tooa. eI
earttrwork ond revegetotion has been co4leted on eite.

Commentr conceming Phasc I bond release &om 6e legal or equitable ourner of record ofthe surfsce sreas to be sffected add
Aom theledera! Utah and local government agencies vihich would have to initiate, irylemsnt, approve, or auftorize the
Prgpojed us€ of th€ land following reclarmtion should be rnailed to' Plst€au Mining coryoration Attention: ocnnis N. Ware,
P.O. Box 30, Helpcr, Utah 84526.

Ifyou have any questions or need additional infonmtio4 pleasc me (435\ 4724737.

Deruris N. Ware
Controller and Adminisfiative Manager

Ettr': Envirotrrnental/Pernrit Actions Castle Gate/Adit No. l/Land Owner Notification phase I



Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY t9l

Helpo, Utah 84526
(43sY7?4737

Fax: (435)4724782

Re:

April 29, 2005

Mr. Patrick Gubbins
Bureau of Land Management
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Dear Mr. Gubbins:

p1u1g6u l{ining Corporatioq , P.O..Box 30, 84? Northwest Highway l9l, He$cr, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Company , 999 Corporate Blvd", Linthicum Heighb, MD 21090, has coryteted ttase I of the approved fihmation plan for the
aPp-roximaely 5.75 acres of land in the Gravel Canyon area of the Willow Cleek ui*. rhi" i" ias"a o" -""ti"g u"in"lottiog
and grading and drainage contol requirenrent for Phasc I reclamation in accordance with the approved reclasation plan A11
earlhwork, drainage conhol, and revegetation wcre coqleted in the fill of 2004.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthe State ofUtah R645-Coal lytining Rules, this lettet will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining corPoration intnds to file an apptication with the Utah Diision of oi! Gas and Mining for
partial release of the performancc bond posted for ftis qreration.

The surety bond posted for the Willow Creok Min€ i8 $7,866,000 ofvihich $159,000 is designated for the Gravel Canyon
reclamatiol Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking release of$95,400 ftom the Gravel Caiyon portion ofthe bonrl

Gravel Canyol is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological survey 7.5 minutc quadrangle map. The minc si@ is located in
sowbelly Gulc[ approximatcly 3.5 miles north of Helper, utah on rhi rono*i"g a"""m"a-u"u.t

Townshin 12 Soutb- Range 9 East SLB&lvt- Utah
Section 35: SEl/4 SBI/4

In accordance with th€ prorisions ofR645-301-880 ofthc State ofutoh R&15 Coal Mining Rules, rhir lsfier n ill .erv. ag
notifi€tion ltrt Plsteau Mbing Corporation 'lF rdf 

.to fil€ an application with the Utgh Oloi"ioo of Oif, d, and Mining forpartial releasc ofthe perfotmance bond postcd for lhis operation

The sucty bon<l posted.for the Willow Creck Minc is $7,866,000 of yrhich $ 159,000 is designatod for thc Gmvel Canpn
Plateau Minhg Corporation is seeki4g release of g95,4fi) ftom thc'Cnvel Cafou portion of the bond. Alleartbwork ud revegetation has been corpleted on site.

Cornrren8 conceming Phase I bond releasc aom the legal or equitablc on||rer ofrecotd oftr€ surface ar€as to be afrected anicl
from theTedemL Utah and local govcrnnrcnt agcncies ritich would havs to initiatc, iryl€msng approve, o,r authorize t1eproposed use ofthe land following reclarnation should be mail€d to: Plateau Mining Corporatioq^Atbntion: D€Dnis N, Warc,P.O. Box 3Q Helper, Utah 84526.

Ifyou havc any questions or need additional informatio4 ple ase rre * (435) 4724737 .

tr"rWrr/

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Administrative Manager

Ettr': Ertvironnrental/Pemrit Aclions Castle Cate/Adit No. l/land Owner Notification phase I



Plateau Mining Corporation
WillowCreek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY t9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435X724782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Kevin S. Carter
Director
School and Institutional Trust Lands Adminishation
675 East 500 South, Suite 500
Salt Lake City, Utah 84102-2818

Re: lpdflcrffon of Aoolicadqn fgr Ph$e I Bond Releasc. Grrvel Canvon. Plsteau Minlnq Coroorafion. Wlllow
Cr€ek Mlne. C/007/038. Crrbon Countv. Utrh

Dear Mr. Carter:

p1"1gsu Ivtining Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 84? Nonhw€st Highwriy l9l, Helpea UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Conpany , 999 Corporate Blvd-, Linthicr:rn Heighb, MD 21090, has cornpleted Phase I ofthe approved reclarution plan for the
approximately 5.75 acres of land in the Gravel Canpn area of the Willow Creek Irai*. mir i" t""ea on necting the-baclflling
and grading and drainage cotttol requirctmb for Phase I reclarnation in acconlaacc with the approved reclamation pla'L AII
earthwork, drainage contol, and revegetation q,€rc corylet€d in the frll of 2004.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-88Q ofthe State ofutah R645{oal Mining Rules, this lett€r will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation intends to file an application with the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial release ofthe perfonnance bond posted for tLis operation.

The surety bond posted for the Willow_Cleek Mine is $7,866,000 ofwhich $159,000 is desigDated for the Gravel Canyon
reclarnation" Plateau Mining Corporatioa is sccking release of$95,400 ftom the Gravel Canyon portion ofthe bond.

Gravel Canyon is located on the Helper, Uta\ U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The mine site ls located in
So*belly Gulch, appmximately 3.5 miles mrtl of Helper, Utah on the tollowlng dcscribea-Unds:

Townshio 12 Soutb" Ranqe 9 East SLB&lvL Utah
Sestion 35: SEV4 SEI/4

In accordance with the pmvisions ofR645-301-880 of&e State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letier will s€trve as
notification that Plateau Mining C-orporation inbnds to file aa ap,plication wifr fte Utah Division of Oi! Gas and Mining for
partial relcase ofthe performancc bond posted for this operation

The surety bond posted fot 6e Willow Cre€t Mine i6 37,S66,0m of which $ 159,ffi0 is designated for the Gnivel Canyoa
reclamation plstesu l4ining Corpotation fu scoking relcase of$95,4tp ftomthe Gnvel Caayon podion ofthe bond. Alt
earthwork and revcgetation has bceir oorylcbd on site.

Cormnents conceming Phase I bond rcl€asc ftom the lcgel or equitable owner of record ofthe surfrce arcar to be affectcd and
ftom the Tederal, Utah and local govemment agencics which would hlve to initirte, iql€mett, appmve, or authorize thc
proposed usc ofthe land followiag reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining Corporation Attentioa: Delnis N. Ware,
P.O. Box 30, Ilelper, Utah 84526.

If you have aay questions or aced additional infonmtion, ple ue rc at (435) 472-4737 .

Dennis N. Ware
Conholler and Adminisfrative Manager

Ettr': Environnrental/Pemrit Actions Castle Gate/Adit No. l/t and Owner Notification phase I
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Plateau Mining Corporation
Willow Cteek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Hugh Kirkham
State of Utah
Department of Transportation
940 South Carbon Avenue
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Nod{!9ati9n o!APP!!Q4tio-n fgr Ph$se I BqnJ Relersa Gravel Canvon. Plateau Minlnq corooradon Wlltow
Creelc Mtne. C/007/038. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Kirlfian

Plateau Mining Corporatiron, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwest Highway 19I, Helper, UT g4526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Conpany , 999 Corporate Blvd-, Linthicun Heights, MD 21@0, has coryleted lhase I of the approved reclamation plan for 6c
approximately 5.75 acres of land in the Gravcl Canyon area ofthe Willow Cteek Mi*. Tnis i. i"s"d on neeting the backfilling
and gnding rnd &aimge conhol requiremens for Phase I reclanation in accordance with the approved reclarnation plau All
earrhvorl drainage conhol and revegetation were corylcted in the hll of 20O4.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880, offte Stab ofutah R645-Coal Mining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation inlends to file aa application with the Utah f)i"irioo of OiL c"s and Mining for
partial release of the performance bond posted for rhis operation.

The sr.uety bond posted for the Willow Cteek Mine is $7,866,000 of which $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Caayon
reclarnation. Plateau Mining Corporation is seeking dease of995,4fi) ftom the Gravel Can],on portion ofthe boad.

Gravel Canyon is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 ninute quadrangle rn,F. The mine site is locatcd in
sowbelly GuIc[ approxinrtely 3.5 miles nor6 ofHelper, utah on the following aescriua-tanasi

Townshin 12 Soufi Ranqe 9 East SLB&lvL Utah
Section 35: SEI/4 SEl/4

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880 ofthe State ofUuh R645 Coal Mining Rllcs, this lctter f,"ill serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation i4pdl to filc an application wift the Utah Division of OiL cas anA Mining lbr
partial rclcaec of fte performncc bond posted for this operation

The nucty bond pcsted for the Willow Oeek Mitr6 is $7,866,000 of vhich $ 159,000 is dcsignatc.d for ftc Oravcr canyon
teclamatiou Platcau Miniag Corporation is scc&ing rclcase of$95,4ffi ftom 6e Gravel Canlon portion offte Uond- ill
earthwork and revegebtion has b€€rl coqleted on site.

Comrrnts conceraing Pbase I bond relcase ftom th€ lcgal or €quitabl€ ownet ofrecord ofthe surfrce srcas to be affected and
ftom 6eIederal Utah and local gwemment agencics rvtich would bavc to initiate, irylemeng a14rove, or authorizc the
proposed usc ofthe land following reclamation should bc mailcd to: Plateau Mining Corporation 

-Attenion: 
Dermis N. Ware,

P.O. Box 30, Heipet, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional informatio4 please m at (435) 4724737 .

Confroller and Administrative Manager

Ertv: Ettvironnrntal/Pemtit Aclions Castte Gate/Adit No. l/l-and Owner Notification phase I
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Inspection Report

Permit Number: c0070038
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005
Start Dateffime: 9/8/2005 1:40:00 PM
End Dateffime: 9/8/2005 2:20:00 PM
Last Inspection:

Inspector: Wavne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Warm with clear to oartlv cloudv skies

InspectionlD Report Number: 737

Accepted by pgrubaug

12/15t2005

J'HN R. BA'A Permitee:
Division Director OpefatOf:

Site:

Address:
County:

Permit Type:
Permit Status:

PLATEAU MINING CORP
PLATEAU MINING GORP
WILLOW GREEK MINE
PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526-0030
CARBON
PERMANENT COAL PROGRAJII
ACTIVE

Gurrent Acreages

14,670.00Total Permitted
161 .55 Total Disturbed

Phase I

Phase ll

Phase lll

Mineral Ownership Types of Operations

M Federat g Underground

I state fJ surface

fl Gounty M Loadout

M Fee I processlng

M other fl Reprocesstng

Repod summary and 3tatus lor pendlng oniorcoment acflons, pormit condltlom, Dlvlslon Orde]3, and amsndments:

Phase I Bond Release Willow Creek Mine Gravel Ganyon Topsoil Storage Area - 4.3 acres. The Division determined
that Gravel Canyon met the minimum requirements for Phase I Bond release.

Inspector's Signature: Date Tuesday, September 27,2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll
Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of mmpliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

l59l West North Temple, Suite 1210, PO Box 145801, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
telcphone (801) 538-5340 r facsimile (801) 359-3940 . TTY (801) 538-7458 o www,ogm.utah.gov

State Dana Dean EnvironmentalScientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll

State PamelaGrubaugh-Littig EnvironmentalManager

State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll

BLM Steve Falk



PermitNumber: C0070038
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 2 of 3

REVTEW OF PERMTT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMTT CONDITION REQUTREMENTS

1, Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropiate pertormance standard.
a. For COMPLETE rnspections provide nanative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not

appropriate to the sife, in which case check Not Applicable.
b, For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the elements evaluated.

2. Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropiate performance standard listed below.
3. Reference any nanatMes wrtften in conjunction with fhis inspecfion at the approprtate pertormace standard listed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

Mngf
2. Signs and Markers u tr T n
3. Topsoil M n M f
4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions M T g T
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments D l l n
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures M T r n
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring tr n tr tr
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations I n T T
5. Explosives n n T T
6, Disposalof Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches u I T n
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments l n n n
L NoncoalWaste T x tr tr
L Protection of Fish, WiHlife and Related Environmental lssues n n u f
10. Slides and Other Damage n T u l
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation u f T n
12. Backfilling And Grading v n M n
13. Revegetation M tr M n
'14. Subsidence Control x x n tr
15. Cessation of Operations n n n T
1 6.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing T u u f
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls D n n T
17. OtherTransportation Facilities I T n tr
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations T l l n f
19. AVS Check T T l T
20. Air Quality Permit T I u I
21. Bonding and lnsurance f f u f

tr n n22. Other T



PermitNumber: C0070038
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 3 of3

1. Permits. Ghange. Transfer. Renewal. Sale

Beginning in 1984, this area was used as a topsoil storage site. The area was used
as a gravel pit prior to mining. There were no portals and no highwalls. One
intermittent drainage bisects the site.

3. Topsoil

The Gravel Canyon storage site held 107,639 CYof topsoil (MRP, Table 4.2-1), of
that, 65,000 CY was removed and used to cover the waste in Schoolhouse Canyon
(As Built App. 3.6D, Sec. 3.6-4A8). The remaining soil at the site was graded and
pocked and seeded in the Fall of 2004. (Laboratory analysis of the remaining soil is
found in Appendix 3M.) There were no signs of erosion.

4.a HvdroloqicBalance: Diversions

Drainage channel was not lined with pyramat, instead the design used riprap covered
with soil (per Earthfax Channel filter design MRP, Sec 3-6, App. 3-68).

12. Backfilling And Gradins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes as similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: There are no highwalls on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.

Long Term Static Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.

13. Revegetation

Seeded in Fall 2004. Hay/Straw still visible.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Price Field Office
125 South 600 West

Price, UT 84501
http ://www.blm. gov/utah/p rice I

RECHIVED
ocT 2 0 2005

Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Permit Supervisor
Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
P. O. Box 145801
1594 West North Temple Street, Suite l2l0
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

DIV, OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Subject: Phase I Bond Release, Castle Gate and Willow Creek Mines, Plateau Minin
Corporation

.  i  - . .

Dear Mrs. Grubaugh-Littig: 
;: : ,,"...;i ,;, :

The Bureau of Land Management (BlM)'hds',beEiiiliibkb0 to respond if our agency has
any objection$ or concerns with regards to a Phase I bond release (reclamation bond) for
the subject mines. Mining facilities and disturbances in Hardscrabble and Sowbelly
Canyons were associated with the old Castle Gate Mines, while facilities at Adit No. 1
and Gravel Canyon are associated with the Willow Creek Mines.

ff you have and questions or conrments, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff at 435-
636-3605.

i .  : , .  i . .  .

, t  ' " 1  ?

. ;  !

Field Manager

3484
sL-029093-046653

(uT-O70)

Ientnn"
ERIgA

ThT<n
nYNtt
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ADMINISTRATIVE OVERVIE W

Castle Gate Holding Company
Sowbe I ly Gu lch S ubstation/Flardscrabb le Substation/Ad it # I

Castle Gate Mine
ct007 t0004

Carbon County, Utah

February 16,2006

ACTION

Phase I bond release is requested for the
Hardscrabble Substation and Adit # I . The bond

Sowbelly Gulch Substation 1.80 acres
Hardscrabble Substation 0.72 acres
Adit #l 3.00 acres

Castle Gate Mine's Sowbelly Gulch Substation,
release amounts are:

$65,000
$51,000
$74,054 (1.7 acres disturbed, 1.3 acres

undisturbed)

The total phase I bond release request for the Castle Gate Mine at these three sites
is: $190,054 on 5.52 acres.

BACKGROLTND

Castle Gate Mine

The Castle Gate Mine Complex is located approximately l0 miles north of Price, Utah, in
the Wasatch Plateau coal fields in Carbon County. The disturbed areas are in Hardscrabble
Canyon (39 acres), Sowbelly Gulch (21 acres), and Price Canyon [AditNo.l (3 acres)]. The
bonded or disturbed area for the entire Castle Gate Mine complex is 63 acres.

The initial permit was issued to the Price River Coal Company on December24,1984.
Castle Gate Coal Company acquired the right to mine the western reseryes and obtained a permit
transfer on May 30, 1986. On May 25,1991, the Division approved the permit transfer from
Castle Gate Coal Company to Amax Coal Company. On July 2, 1996, the Castle Gate permit
was transfened from Amax Coal Company to Amor Coal Holding Company, which became
Amax Coal Company again on August 5, 1996. The permit was transfered to the curent
Permittee, Castle Gate Holding Company, on September I l, 1998.

In May 1995, the Division received an application from Cyprus Plateau Mining
Corporation to permit the eastern coal reserves and a portion of the Castle Gate Mine as the new
Willow Creek Mine. In April 1996, the Willow Creek Mine was permitted, and its permit area
overlapped with that of the Castle Gate Mine. In June of 1997, the Castle Gate and Willow
Creek Mines were split apart which left the Castle Gate Mine with the Sowbelly Gulch,
Hardscrabble Canyon, and Adit No. I areas. The Schoolhouse Canyon refuse area,the Castle



Gate preparation plant, Crandall Canyon, the Gravel Canyon topsoil storage area, and a refuse
storage area (a site previously reclaimed by the Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation program)
were all transfemed to the Willow Creek Mine. Currently, the Castle Gate preparation plant has
been dismantled and reclaimed under the Willow Creek Mine permit.

Hardscrabble Canyons - Phase I and II Bond Release

Intensive mining has occurred in Hardscrabble Canyon since the 1880's, when Teacum
Pratt opened the first operation for house coal. Mining activities were consolidated in 1971,
under the Braztah Corporation, which in turn became the Price River Coal Company on
December 1, I 979.

The preparation plant in Hardscrabble Canyon was dismantled and removed when the
coal preparation plant at Castle Gate began operating in January of 1979. Thereafter, coal
transportation from Hardscrabble canyon was by underground conveyor directly to the Castle
Gate preparation plant through Adit No. I in Price Canyon.

Waste from the defunct Hardscrabble preparation plant had been deposited at the north
end of the canyon, at the intersection of two tributaries to the main ephemeral drainage, blocking
their flow paths. The waste pile, dubbed Goose Island, was reclaimed in 1984. A portion ofthe
canyon was reworked in 1999 (see Exhibit 3.3-23).

Reclamation work took place throughout Hardscrabble Canyon during the years lgg3
through 1999 and 2A02 (substation). The road through the disturbed area was altered but left in
place for the postmining land use. ln 1997, AMAX Coal Company, Castle Gate Holding
Company's predecessor, received an Earth Day Award from the Board of Oil, Gas, and Mining
for "outstanding final reclamation and site restoration". The company was commended for
enhancing the postmining land use by restoring the canyon to a more natural configuration and
paying particular attention to wildlife habitat while providing more stable water flow channels
and better downstream water quality.

The disturbed area boundary at the Hardscrabble complex encompasses 39.0 acres, of
which 36.76 acres are actually disturbed and 2.24 acres comprise a buffer zone along the
perirneter that was not disturbed. The Hardscrabble Phase I bond release application was
conditionally approved (with OSM concurrence) on January 25,2001 for 29 .9 acres. (This 29 .9
acre figure included the 2.2 acres of buffer zone and the 27.7 acres ofNo. 3 and No. 4 mines
reclaimed area.) Final approval of the Phase I bond release was effective February 14,2001.
There are also 8.79 acres in the reclaimed Goose Island refuse pile, which received Phase I bond
release in 1985. In all, 38.7 acres have received Phase I bond release to date.

The area in Hardscrabble Canyon eligible for Phase II bond release included all the area
within the 39 acre disturbed area boundary except the road (1.21acres) and the recently
reclaimed substation [0.78]. There were 37.1 acres that received Phase II bond release on June
5, 2003.

The Hardscrabble substation (0.7Zacres) was reclaimed in the fall of 2002. This
substation wasn't reclaimed with the rest of the site because of the question of whether or not



this substation would be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The Willow Creek
Mine went into temporary cessation on December I l, 2000 (due to a mine fire) and into
permanent cessation on September 6,2002.

Sowbellv Gulch - Phase I and Phase II Bond Release

The Sowbelly Disturbed area encompasses 2l acres. Reclamation grading started in the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the disturbed area in 1993 and continued through 1995. Phase I bond
release of 18.2 acres at Sowbelly was approved on January 31, 1997 (excluding the substation).
Work on the substation was completedin2002. Phase II for Sowbelly Gulch (except the
substation) was approved on June 5,2003.

The Sowbelly Gulch substation (1.84 acres) was reclaimed in the fallof 2002. This
substation wasn't reclaimed with the rest of the site because of the question of whether or not
this substation would be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The Willow Creek
Mine went into temporary cessation on December I l, 2000 (due to a mine fire) and into
permanent cessation on September 6,2002.

Adit #l

Adit #1 (3.0 acres, 1.7 acres reclaimed and 1.3 acres undisturbed) was reclaimed in the
fall of 2002. Adit #l was going to be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The
Willow Creek Mine went into temporary cessation on December I1,2000 (due to a mine fire)
and into permanent cessation on September 6,2002.



CHRONOLOGY FOR PHASE I BOND RELEASE

Castle Gate Holding Company
Sowbelly Gulch Substation/Flardscrabble Substation/Adit # I

Castle Gate Mine
c100710004

February 161 2006

September 21,2004 CGHC sends letters to local governments and properfy owners of
proposed bond release at Hardscrabble substation and Sowbelly
substation: Roger Wheeler, American Electric Power Service
Corporation, Mark Mackiewicz, Bureau of Land Management, David
Levanger at the Carbon County Planning and Zoning and William
Krompel of the Carbon County Commission.

April 29, 2005 CGHC sends letters to local governments and property owners of
proposed bond release at Adit # I : Roger Wheeler, American Electric
Power Service Corporation, Patrick Gubbins, Bureau of Land
Management, David Levanger at the Carbon County Planning and Zoning,
Carbon County Commissioners, Gary Harwood at Helper City, Harold
Cunningham at the Utah Power and Light Carbon Plan, Phil Palmer Price
River Water Improvement District, Kevin Carter at School and
Institutional Trust Lands Administration, and Hugh Kirkam at the
Department of Transportation in Price.

May 5, 2005 Castle Gate Holding Company (CGHC) submits application for Adit #l
for Phase I bond release.

May 25,2005 CGHC submits an application for the Hardscrabble substation for phase I
bond release.

June 13,2005 CGHC submits an application forthe Sowbelly substation for phase I
bond release.

April 7 , 14,21
and 28, 2005 Phase I bond release published in the Sun Advocate for both of the

substations at Hardscrabble and Sowbelly.

May 28,2005 End of comment period for phase I bond release at the substations at
Hardscrabble and Sowbelly. No comments received.

June 21,28 July 5
and 12,2005 Phase I bond release published in the Sun Advocate for Adit #1.



August 12,2005

August 16,2005

Septernber 8,2005

End of comment period for phase I bond release at Adit #1. No comments
received.

Division sends letters of invitation to private landowners Bill Diamanti,
KC Jensen, Stephen Standley , Price Water District, State Institutional
Trust Lands Administration, Bureau of Land Management, Utah
Department of Transportation and Office of Surface Mining to advise
them of the bond release inspection to be held September 8, 2005.

Phase I bond release inspections conducted. In attendance:

Hardscrabble Substation
Dennis Ware, CGHC
Sue Burger, BLM
Rex Sacco, Carbon County Planning and Zoning
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Steve Fluke, DOGM

Sowbelly Substation

Dennis Ware, CGHC
Rex Sacco, Carbon County Planning and Zoning
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Steve Fluke. DOGM

Adit #l

Dennis Ware, CGHC
Steve Falk, BLM
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Dana Dean. DOGM



PHASE I BOND RBLEASE FINDINGS

Castle Gate Holding Company
S owbe I ly Gulch Substation/Flardscrabb le Substation/Ad it # I

Castle Gate Mine
c100710004

Carbon County, Utah

February 1612006

SUM]VIARY OF FINDINGS

The Phase I bond release findings for the substation at Sowbelly and Hardscrabble
Canyons and Adit #l are in the affached Technical Analysis dated February 15,2006. All
landowners were notified on the Phase I bond release application and were advertised for four
consecutive weeks in the local paper. No comments were received during the public comment
period. A bond release inspection was conducted on September 8, 2005. No problems were
identified. BLM concuffence was received on October 20.2005.

PHASE I BOIID RELEASE RECOMMENDATION

The Permittee has met the requirement by demolishing structures, backfilling and
grading, topsoil placement and seeding at Sowbelly Gulch Substation, Hardscrabble Canyon
Substation and Adit #1. It is recommended that the following amount be released for phase I:

Sowbelly Gulch Substation 1.80 acres $65,000
Hardscrabble Substation 0.72 acres $51,000
Adit #l 3.00 acres $74,054 (1.7 acres disturbed, 1.3 acres

undisturbed)
The total acreage for this phase I bond release request is 5.52 acres.

The total phase I bond release for Castle Gate Mine at these three sites is:
$190,054 for 5.52 acres.

On approval of this request, establishment of vegetation at these sites will be required for
Phase II bond release at the Sowbelly Gulch and Hardscrabble substations and Adit #l as well as
a bond amount that will be retained for areas that have already received phase II bond release.
These amounts to be retained are as follows:

$168,000 for Sowbelly (entire site);
$267,000 for Hardscrabble (entire site); and
$ 55.000 for Adit #1.
$490,000 bond remaining for Castle Gate Mine



The current bond amount is $680,154. The amount of bond proposed for phase I
bond release at the Castle Gate Mine is $190,054. Therefore, $490,000 will remain.

O :\007004.CG\FINAL\PERMIfl2005Bondreleases\Decision Documentbondreleases.doc
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Coal Regulatory Program

Castle Gate Mine
Phase I Bond Release Hardscrabble Substation

C/00710004, Task # 2148
Technical Analysis
February 15,2006
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Task lD #2148
TECIINICAL ANALYSIS DESCRIPTION February 15, 2006

TE CHNICAL ANALYSIS DES CRIPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reclamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40-10) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 @ublic Law 95-37). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implernent the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit change, renewal, transfer, assignment, or sale of permit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Applicant/Permiffee must comply with all the
minirnum regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) for reference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at http://ogm.utah.gov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether the application is in compliance with the
requirements of that section of the R645-Coal Mining Rules.
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Task lD #2148
RECLAMATION PLAN February 15,2006

RECLAMATION PLAN

On September 14,2004, the Permittee requests bond release for the 0.72-aue substation
area of Hardscrabble. They reclaimed the area in the fall of 2002.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOUR RESTORATION

Regulatory Reference:30 cFR Sec.7&4.15,785.16, 817.102,917.107, g17.133; R&t$301-2u,-301-412,-30141q -301-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-764.

Analysis:

The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination
of performance standards for backfilling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and
revegetation. The perfonnance standards include:

. Off-site impacts are minimized.

. The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the
land before mining.

. The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
o Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved postmining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approxirnate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the site meets the AOC
requirements is whether the postmining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its
premining configuration. The Permittee must achieved the following regulatory requirements:

. Eliminate all highwalls (none at this substation site).
o Eliminate all spoil piles (none at this substation site).
. Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain

moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
. All slopes will have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and not exceed the angle of

repose.
o Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.
. Support the postmining land use.



Page 4
cl007lw04
Task ID #2148
February 15,2006 RECLAMATION PLAI\I

As-Built Reclamation Topography and Cross-section Location Map is Exhibit 3.3-19.
Cross sections are on Exhibits 3.3-20A, B, and C. The Permittee met the minimum requirements
for achieving AOC because:

There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and subsequent
water pollution.
The slopes have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and the slope angles are less than
the angle of repose.
The reclaimed site is expected to support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife
habitat, because the slope configuration blends with the surrounding area and an
approved seed mix (Appendix 3.3S) was applied.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKF'ILLING AND GRADING

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 785.15,817.102,817.1Q7; R645-301-234, -301-537, -301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231, -
302-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee met the general backfilling and grading requirements, including static
safety factor and approximate original contour, see the Approximate Original Contour section of
the TA for explanation. See Exhibits 3.3-19 and 3.3-23 for as-built certifications.

The site meets the backfilling and grading requirements because:

The Permittee reclaimed the area to the approximate original contour requirements. See
the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
There were no highwalls or spoil piles at the site so those regulations are not relevant.
There are no depressions at the site except pocks used to control erosion.
The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of
repose. See Exhibit3.S-23 for as-built certifications.

o

o

o
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is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.
o The reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of grazingand wildlife habitat

because the Permittee graded the slope so that it would blend into surrounding area and
vegetated the slope with an approved seed mix.

Previously Mined Areas

Pre-SMCRA mining disturbed the site. The R645 rules allow the Division to enforce
different standards if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil
piles associated with the substation area those rules do no apply for that area.

Pre-SMCRA highwalls did exist in the Hardscrabble site and the Division addressed the
issue during the general Phase I bond release process.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.817.13,8',7.14,817.15;R645-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301€31, -JO1-148,-301-76S, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings at the substation area.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the mine openings requirements.

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.817.22; R645-301-240.
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Analysis:

The Permittee did not apply topsoil at the site.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

ROAD SYSTEMS Ah[D OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 701.5, 7U.24,817.150, 817.151; R645-10S'200, €01-513, -301-521 , -301-627, -301-534, -
301-537, -301-732.

Analysis:

Retention

The approved reclamation plan calls for the retention of the road in Hardscrabble
Canyon.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

HYDROLO GIC INF'ORMATION

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.14,784.29,817.41,817.42,817.43,817.45,817.49,817.56, 817.57; R64$301-512, -301-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-il2, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -
301-731, -301-733, -301-742,-301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The reclamation as-built calculations, drawings, and cross-sections for drainages HCRD-
12 andthe swale road crossing are included in Appendix 3.3O. The as-built specifications for
HCRD-I2 vary slightly and the channel is shorter than the approved reclamation design because
the upper part of the drainage appeared to be undisturbed. There was no approved reclamation
design for the swale road crossing. The as-built calculations and information provided have been
reviewed and appear to be accurate and complete. Furthermore, the cover page of the addendum



Page 7
c100710004

Task ID #2148
RECLAMATION PLAN 15,2006

has been signed and stamped by a registered professional engineer. The drainages can handle the
approved reclamation design for a l0-year, 6-hour storm event.

As-built calculations and channel certifications for all reclaimed drainages are presented
in Appendices 3.3N, Reclamation As-Built Hydrology Calculations, and 3.3O, Reclamation As-
Built Channel Certifications, respectively. However, the HCRD -12 and swale road crossing as-
built calculations and channel certification have been submitted as a single addendum to
Appendix 3.3O. The text has been changed to reflect that this information can be found in
Appendix 3.3O.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum hydrologic
reclamation requirements.

STABILIZATION OF' SURFACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 817.95; ROzt5-301-244.

Analysis:

Erosion control for the substation was accomplished by gouging2 ton/acre noxious
weed-free hay into the surface soil; seeding with the mix described in App 3.3S; and mulching
with 1.5 ton/acre noxious weed-free straw and 500 lbs/ac of hydromulch and tackifier (Section
3.3-4(3). See Exhibit 3.3-23 for treatments.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS, PLANS, Ah[D CROSS SECTIONS OF'RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

Regufatory Reference: 30 cFR sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512, -301-521, -301-542, -301-632, -301-731.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary Maps
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There was no change to the affected area boundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backfilling And Grading Maps

The Permittee did not include any backfilling and grading rnaps with the bond release
package. The Division approved the backfilling and grading maps for the earthwork completed
atthe substation and otherparts of Hardscrabble Canyon into the MRP on May ll,2000. See
Exhibit 3.3-19 and Exhibits 3.3-20A-C in Volume III of the MRP.

The backfilling and grading maps are adequate to show that the Permittee rneet the
minimum backfilling and grading regulations including the approximate original contour
requirements.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.2-23,Hardscrabble Canyon As-Built Topography and Treatment Map, shows
the substation area and drainages HCRD-I2 and the swale road crossing.

As-built profiles and cross sections for drainages HCRD -12 and the swale road crossing
are included in the submitted amendment to Appendix 3.3O. However, as-built profiles and
cross sections for all reclamation channels are referenced in the text as being provided in
Exhibits 3.3-21A,3.3-218,3.3-21C, and 3.3-22. The text in the MRP has been changed to
indicate that the as-builtprofiles and cross-sections for drainages HCRD-12 and the swale road
crossing are found in Appendix 3.3O and not in the Exhibits.

Reclamation Surface And Subsurface Manmade Features Maps

Otherthan the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRP. there are no surface or
subsurface manmade features at the substation site.

Certification Requirements.

All appropriate maps were certified.



RECLAMATION PLAN

Page 9
c1007 /0004

Task ID #2148
February 15, 2006

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the maps, plan and cross section of reclamation requirements.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the maps, plan and cross section of reclamation requirements.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R64$301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as 0.72
acres in SEI/4SWI/4 of Section 3, Township 13 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The substation area is shown on Exhibit 3.3-23 in the MRP' which was incorporated
January 23,2003.
Exhibit 3.3-23 shows the Phase I bond release area and was incorporated into the MRP
on January 23,2A03. The map shows l) all the disturbed areas in Hardscrabble Canyon,
2) the dates when reclamation occurred, 3) the reclamation status of each area within the
Hardscrabble area,4) dates when each areareceived phased bond release and the acreage,
and the area where phased bond release is sought.
The Permittee showed when the work reclamation work was done.
In the bond release package, the Permittee included a brief history of the mining and
reclamation activities.
Exhibit 3.3-23 in the MRP, which shows when the seeding was done, was incorporated
into the MRP on January 23,2003
There are no ponds within the substation area; sediment control was done with surface
roughening techniqued, such as pocking.
Table 3.1-2 shows the amount of bond release being sought.
Table 3.1-Z shows the sites within the Castle Gate Mine, the disturbed acres and the bond
amount.

o

a

o

o
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Determination of Bond Amount

Current bond for Hardscrabble is $3 I 8,1 00 in 2004 dollars (Section 3. I , Tabl e 3 .l-2).
The Permittee requested a bond release of $83,100 forthe reclamation work done at the
Hardscrabble substation. After bond release, the bond would be $235,000 in 2004 dollars.

R645-301-830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond. In 2005, the Division
escalated the bond by 1.2% for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond escalated to 2009
dollars was $338,000.

R645-301-880.310, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60% upon
completion of Phase I bond release. Since most of the area had received Phase I bond release the
60% reduction could not be applied to the entire site.

R645-301.830.200 requires that the bond be sufficient to assure the completion of
reclamation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work would consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined
thatthe amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $235,000 in
2004 dollars. The amount needed for vegetation in 2009 dollars is $267,000. Therefore, the
amount of bond needed after Phase I bond release must be at least $267,000

The Division determined the manimum amount of bond release that they could grant as
follows:

o Current bond amount - revegetation amount in 2009 dollars : amount of bond release.
o $31 8,000 - $267 ,000 : $51,000.

The Division determined that the minimum bond amount is $267,000 in 2009 dollars.
Therefore, the Division can release $51,000.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the bonding and insurance requirements.
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CUMULATIVE HYDROTOGIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(cHrA)
Regulatory Referene: 30 CFR Sec. 7&4.14; RO45-301-730.

Analysis:

Information provided is adequate to update the Cumulative Hydrologic Impact
Assessment if necessary.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

O:\007004.CG\FINAL\WG2 I 48\WG2 I 48fi n.doc
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TECHNICAL ANALYSIS DESCRIPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reclamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40-10) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-37). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implement the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit change, renewal, transfero assignment, or sale of perrnit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The ApplicantlPermittee must comply with all the
minimum regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) for reference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at hffp://ogm.utah.gov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether the application complies with the
requirements of that section of the R645-Coal Mining Rules.
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RECLAMATION PLAN

Phase II bond release for all areas at the Sowbelly site except the substation area were
approved on June 5,2003. On September 14,2004 and June 13,2005, the Division received a
request for Phase I bond release for the 1.8-ame substation site. The Permittee reclaimed the
Sowbelly substation site in the fall of 2002. Current bond for Sowbelly ($233,000) will be
reduced by $65,000 to $148,000 with this approval (Table 3.1-2).

The application contains a revised Table 3.1-2 Summary of Bonding and Reclamation
Costs, reclamation channel designs (Appendix 3.2.G), a prototype forpublic notice and letters to
interested parties (Appendix 3.2K), and a seed list forthe site (Appendix I of the bond release
application). Reclamation techniques for the substation are described as Phase IV in MRP
section 3.2-5(l), 3.2-5(4) and Table 3.2-1. The As-Built Topography and Treatment Map is
Exhibit 3.2-13.

The Utah rule R645-301-880.310 allows for Phase I bond release after the completion of
backfilling and regrading and drainage control of the bonded area in accordance with the
approved plan. The Bond Release Directive Tech-006 (dated September 5, 2000) and Utah
Regulations R645-301-880.100 through 880.310 guided this review of the bond release
application.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: PL 95-87 Sec. 515 and 516;30 CFR Sec. 7&4.13,784.14,7U.15,7U.16,7W.17,7U.18,7U.19,7U.20,
7U.21,7U.22,7U.23,7U.24,784.25,7&4.26: R64$301-231, -301-233, -301-322, -301-323, -301-331, -301-333, -301-
341, -301-342,-301411,-301412,-fi1422,-301-512, -301-513, -301-521, -301-522, -301-525, -301-526, -301-527,-
301-528, -301-529, -301-531, -301-533, -301-534, -301-536, -301-537, -301-il2, -301€23, -301€24, -301€25, -301-
626, -301€31, -301-632, -301-731,4Ar723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-729, -301-729, -301-731, -301-732, -
301 -733, -301 -746, -301 -764, -301 -830.

Analysis:

Although culverts SBRC-2 and SBRC-3 were eliminated from the construction of
drainages SBRD-S and SBRD-3, respectively, the culverts are still listed in the text and in Table
3.2-5, Reclamation Hydrology Culvert Design Summary. The Permittee gave the reason for
eliminating the culverts in the addendum to Appendix3.2G, and in Section 3.2-5(4). Table 3.2-9
indicates that culverts SBRC -2 and SBRC-3 were removed during reclamation and construction
of reclamation channels SBRD-S and SBRD-3, respectively.

Section 3.2-5(3), Section 3.2-6, and Exhibit.3.2-13 state the date of substation
reclamation as 20A2.
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Map 3.2-13 indicates the sediment control measures used in Sowbelly Canyon. Mulch
was incorporated with the gouging technique at all gouged locations.

Findings:

The information provided meets the rninimum requirements of the reclamation
regulations.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOT]R RESTORATION

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.15, 785.16, 817.102,817.107,817.133; R64$'301-234, -301-412, -301413, -301-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-5r''2, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-704.

Analysis:

The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination
of performance standards for backfilling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and
revegetation. The perforrnance standards include:

o Minimization off-site impacts.
o The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the

land prior to mining.
o The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
o Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved postnining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the Permittee achieved AOC is
whether the postmining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its premining
configuration. Regulatory requirements that must be achieved include:

Eliminate all highwalls (none at the substation).
Eliminate all spoil piles (none at the substation).
Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain
moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.

o

o

o
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. Support the postmining land use.

Exhibit 3.2-13 provides reclamation topography. The Permittee met the minimum
requirements for achieving AOC because:

. There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and water
pollution.

. The slopes were reclaimed according to the approved reclamation plan see Exhibit 3.3-
4A'. The plan minimizes erosion and water pollution.

. The Division expects that the reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of
grazing and wildlife habitat because the slopes blend with the surrounding area and the
area was seeded (Appendix I of the bond release application).

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKF'ILLING AI\D GRADING

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.785.15,817.102,817.107; Ril5-301-234, -301-537,-301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231,
302-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee meet the general backfilling and grading requirements because:

The area was reclaimed to the approximate original contour requirements. See the
Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of
repose. See Exhibit3.3-23 for as-built certifications.
The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking
is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.
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Previouslv Mined Areas

The R645 Rules allow the Division to enforce different standards to pre-SMCRA
disturbed sites if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil piles
associated with the substation areathose rules do no apply for that area.

Pre-SMCRA highwalls did exist in the Sowbelly site and the Division addressed those
issues during the general Phase I bond release process.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.13,817.14,817.15; RA+5-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301-631, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings at the substation area.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the mine openings requirements.

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.22; R645-301-240.

Analysis:

Redistribution

The Permittee did not apply topsoil at the site.
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The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

ROAD SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION F'ACILITIES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 701 .5, 7U.24,81 7.1 50, 8'17 .15'l; RO45-10G,200, -301 -S1 3, -301-521 , -901-527 , -301-534, -
301-537, -301-732.

Analysis:

Retention

The approved reclamation plan calls for the retention of the road in Hardscrabble Canyon
including the access to the substation.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

I{YDROLOGIC INFORMATION

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.784.14,7U.29,817.41,817.42,817.43,817.45,817.49,817.56, B1T.5T: R64S-3O1-S12, -301-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-5/'2, -301-723, -301-724, -n1-725, -301-726, -301-729, -301-729, -
301-731, -301-733, -301-742, -301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The reclamation as-built calculations, drawings, and cross-sections for drainages SBRD-3
and SBRD-5 are included in an addendum to Appendix 3.2G. The as-built calculations and
information provided have been reviewed and appear to be accurate and complete. Furthermore,
the cover page of the addendum has been signed and stamped by a registered professional
engineer.

The text in Section3.2 of the MRP has been modified to reference the rip-rap and
channel certification statements for drainages SBRD-3 and SBRD-5 in Appendix 3.2G. Other
rip-rap and channel certification statements are found in Appendices 3.2C and3.2H,
respectively.
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Findings:

The information provided rneets the requirements for bond release.

STABILIZATION OF ST]RFACE ARBAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.95; RO45-301-244,

Analysis:

Erosion control for the substation was accomplished by gougingz ton/acre noxious
weed-free hay into the surface soil; seeding with the mix described in Appendix I of the Phase I
bond release for the Sowbelly Substation Area; and mulching with 1.5 ton/acre noxious weed-
free straw and 500 lbs/ac of hydromulch and tackifier (Section 3.2-5(l)).

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF',RECLAMATTON
OPERATIONS

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512, -301-521,-301-ilZ -301€32, -301-731.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary Maps

There was no change to the affected area boundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backfilling And Grading Maps
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The Permittee included As-Built Reclamation Topography and Treatment Mup, Exhibit
3.2-13 with the bond release package.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.2-13, Sowbelly Canyon As-Built Topography and Treatment Map, shows the
updated drainage configuration for the former substation area including the elimination of
culverts SBRC-2 and SBRC-3.

As-built profiles and cross sections are included in the submitted amendment to
Appendix 3.3O. However, as-built cross sections and profiles for all reclamation channels are
referenced in the text as being provided in Exhibits 3.2-15 and 3.2-16. The as-built cross
sections and profiles for drainages SBRD-3 and SBRD-5 should also be provided in Exhibits
3.2-15 and 3.2-16, respectively.

Reclamation Surface And Subsurface Manmade Features Maps

Otherthan the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRf, there are no surface or
subsurface manrnade features at the substation site.

Certification Req u irem en ts.

All appropriate maps were certified.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R645-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General
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The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as 1.8-
acres in SEI/4SWl/4 of Section 3, Township l3 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The substation area is shown on Exhibit3.3-23 in the MRP.
The Permittee provided as built drawing Exhibit 3.2-13 that shows acreage of disturbed
areas in Sowbelly Canyon, and reclamation status of each area
Exhibit 3.2-13 provides dates of completion for the reclamation work and status of bond
release.
The Permittee included a brief history of the mining and reclamation activities.
There were no ponds within the substation area. The Permittee used surface roughening
techniques, such as pocking for sediment control.
Table 3.1-2 shows the sites within the Castle Gate Mine, the disturbed acres, the bond
held, and the bond release requested.

Determination of Bond Amount

Current bond for Sowbelly is $233,000 in2004 dollars. The Permittee requested that the
bond arnount be reduce $85,000 for work done at the Sowbelly Substation. After bond release,
the bond amount would be $148,000 in2004 dollars.

R645-301 -830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond amount. In 2005, the
Division escalated the bond by 1.2% per year for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond
escalated to 2009 dollars was $168,000.

R645-301-880.310, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60Vo upon
completion of Phase I bond release. Since most of the area had received Phase I bond release the
60% reduction could not be applied to the entire site.

R645-301-830.200 requires thatthe bond be sufficient to assure the completion of
reclamation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work will consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined
that the amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $148,000 in
2004 dollars. The amount needed for vegetation in 2009 dollars is $ 1 68,000. Therefore, the
amount of bond needed afterPhase I bond release mustbe at least $168,000.

The Division determined the maximum amount of bond release that they could grant as
follows:

. Curent bond amount - vegetation amount in 2009 dollars : amount of bond release.

. $233,000 - $168,000: $65,000.

o

o

a

o



Page I I
c/007 t0004

Task lD #2149
RECLAMATION PLAN February 15,2006

The Division determinedthatthe minimum bond amount is $168.000 in 2009 dollars.
Therefore, the Division can release $65,000.

Therefore, the Division can only grant $65,000 in bond release.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirernents
of the bonding and insurance requirements.
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CUMULATIVE HYDROLOGIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.784.14; R645-301-730.

Analysis

Inforrnation provided is adequate to update the Cumulative Hydrologic Impact
Assessment if necessary.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

O:\007004.CG\FINAL\WG2 I 49\TA2 I 49.doc
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TE CHNICAL ANALYSIS DE SCRPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reclamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40- l0) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-87). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implement the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit change, renewal, transfer, assignment, or sale ofpermit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Applicant/Permittee must comply with all the
minimurn regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) for reference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at http://ogm.utah.eov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether or not the application is in compliance with
the requirements of that section of the R645-coal Mining Rules.

When review of an application results in findings of noncompliance with the R645-Coal
Mining Rules, the Division discusses the deficiencies in the analysis sections and cites regulatory
references for the deficiencies in the findings sections of the Draft TA. The regulatory
references cited describe the minimum requirements for meeting the R645-Coal Mining Rules
and obtaining a permit.
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RECLAMATION PLAN

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Regufatory Reference: PL 95-87 Sec. 515 and 516; 30 CFR Sec. 7&4.13,7U.14,784.1s,2U.16,794.17,784j9,794.19, 794.20,
7U.21,7U.22,7U.23,784.24,7U.25,7&4.26; R64$301-291, -901-299, -301-922, -301-323, -301-331, -301-339, -301-
341, -301-342, -301411, -301412, -301422, -301-512, -301-513, -301-521, -N1-522, -301-525, -301-526, -301-527, -
301-528, -301-529, -301-531, -301-533, -301-534, -301-536, -301-537, -301-542,-301€23, -301€24, -301-625, -301-
626, -301-631, -301€32, -301-731, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-729, -301-729,-301-731, -301-732, -
301-733, -301 -746, -301-764, -301-930.

Analysis:

On May 5,2005,the Division received a request forPhase I bond release from
Foundation Coal Company for the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate Mine. The Permittee
completed reclamation of the area in the fall of 2002.

The Permittee described the Adit No. I reclamation plan in Appen dix 3-2 of the MRP.
The pre-SMCRA disturbed area measured 3.0 acres, of which 1.5 acres the Permittee reclaimed
in the fall of 2002.

The Division determined that they can release $70,054 from the bond. The bond after
Phase I bond release will be $59,000, which is enough to ensure that the Division can reclaim the
site in the event of bond forfeiture.

Findings:

The Permittee met the general reclamation requirements.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOIJR RESTORATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.15, 785.16, 817.102,817.1A7, 817.133; R&$,901-2U, -go1-412, -901*41A, -301-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-764.

Analysis:

The Permittee demonstrated that the site meets the approximate original contour requires.
The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination of
perfonnance standards for backfilling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and
revegetation. The performance standards include:
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o Off-site impacts are minimized.
o The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the

land before mining.
. The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
. Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved posftnining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the site meets the AOC requirements is
whether the posfinining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its premining
configuration. The Permittee must achieved the following regulatory requirements:

Eliminate all highwalls. The highwalls were backfilled and graded. The concrete brows
over the portal entrances were left for historical references.
Eliminate all spoil piles (none at this site).
Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain
moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
All slopes will have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and not exceed the angle of
repose.

o Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.
. Support the postmining land use.

As-Built Reclamation Topography and Cross-section Location Maps are Exhibit 3.5-5AB
and Exhibit 3.5-6AB and Exhibit 3.5-7AB. The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
achieving AOC because:

o There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and subsequent
water pollution.

. The slopes have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and the slope angles are less than
the angle of repose.

o The reclaimed site is expected to support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife
habitat, because the slope configuration blends with the surrounding area.

o

O
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Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKF'ILLING AND GRADING

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 785.15,817.102,817.107; R645-301-234, -301-537,-301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231,-
302-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General 
"

The Permittee met the general backfilling and grading requirements, including static safety
factor and approximate original contour, see the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA
for explanation. See Exhibit 3.5-5AB and Exhibit 3.5-64B and Exhibit 3.5-7A.8.

The site meets the backfilling and grading requirements because:

. ' The Permittee reclaimed the area to the approximate original contour requirements. See
the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.

o The Permittee reclaimed the highwalls.
. There are no spoil piles at the site so those regulations are not relevant.
o There are no depressions at the site except pocks used to control erosion.
. The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of

repose. Exhibit 3.5-5AB and Exhibit 3.5-64.8 and Exhibit 3.5-7A8.
. The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking

is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.
. The reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of grazingand wildlife habitat

because the Permittee graded the slope so that it would blend into surrounding area and
vegetated the slope with an approved seed mix.

No small depressions or impoundments of any kind will be retained after final
reclarnation.

Previously Mined Areas

Pre-SMCRA mining disturbed the site. The R645 rules allow the Division to enforce
different standards if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Those rules apply if there is
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insufficient material to completely backfill the highwalls. The Division found that there was
suffrcient material to completely backfill the highwalls so those rules do not apply.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.817.13,817.14,817.15: RA15-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301€31, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the requirements for sealing all mine openings at the Adit No. I site.
All mine openings were sealed and backfilled in accordance with MSHA and Division standards.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the mine openings requirements.

TOPSOIL AI\D SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.22; R645-301-240.

Analysis:

Redistribution

The site met the minimum topsoil and subsoil requirements for Phase I Bond release.
The Permittee met those requirements by showing the post mining topography on Exhibit 3.5-3.
Associated cross-sections are illustrated on Plate 3.5-38. Table 3.5-7 provides a mass balance
summary. There were 4,878 cu yds of material moved during regrading. The Division staff
visited the site on September 8,2004. Coal waste, asphalt, concrete and steel remain buried
beneath four feet of clean fill (page 3.5-10).

This pre-SMCRA site was reclaimed using the best available material from within the
disturbed area. The characteristics of the surface soils are provided in Appendix 3G.
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The ephemeral channel was covered with three inches of soil and seeded and mulched as
desuibed on page 3.5-15 and Section 3.5 Appendix 3.5C page 8.

Findings:

The information provided meets the minimum Topsoil and Subsoil requirements for
Phase I bond release.

ROAD SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION F'ACILITIES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 701.5, 784.24,817.150, 817.151; RO45.'100-200, -301-513, -301-521 , -301-527, -301-534, -
301-537, -301-732.

Analysis:

Reclamation

The approved reclamation plan calls for the reclamation of all roads associated with Adit
No. l. The Permittee reclaimed all roads within the disturbed area boundaries.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

HYDROLOGIC INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.14,7U.29,817.41,817.42,817,43,817.45,817.49, 817.56, 817.57:, RA$-301-512, -301-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-5r'.2, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -
301-731, -301-733, -301-742,-301-743!, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-301-731 by demonstrating with maps and
descriptions, how they meet the relevant hydrology requirernents for Phase I Bond release. Their
plan is specific to the local hydrologic conditions, and contains the steps the Permiffee took during
coal mining and reclamation operationso through bond release, to:
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. Minimize disturbance to the hydrologic balance within the permit and adjacent
areas.

. Prevent material damage outside the permit area.

. Support approved post mining land use in accordance with the terms and conditions
of the approved permit and perfoffnance standards of R645-301-750.

. Comply with the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. l25l et seq.)

. Meet applicable federal and Utah water quality laws and regulations.

The plan also includes the measures the Permittee will take to:
. Avoid acid or toxic drainage.
. Prevent, to the extent possible (using the best technology currently available.)

additional conftibutions of suspended solids to stream flows.
. Provide water treatment facilities when needed.
. Control drainage.

The plan specifically addresses any potential adverse hydrologic consequences identified in
the PHC, and includes preventative and remedial measures.

The Division has not required additional preventative, remedial or monitoring measures to
assure that material damage to the hydrologic balance outside the permit area is prevented.

The following sections of this technical memo discuss the specific ways in which the
Permittee has met the regulations, as they pertain to the application.

Gravity Discharges From Underground Mines

A spring located approximately 200 feet into the mine at Adit No. I discharges
approximately 3 gallons of water per minute. This discharge is caried beneath the backfill and
out of the mine by a pipe, then through a diversion to the Price River.

The Permittee has met the requirements of R645-301-731,521 because the flow from
Adit No. I pre-dates SMCRA (Section 3.5-3(1). The Division allows the discharge since the
Permittee has demonstrated that the untreated discharge complies with the perfonnance standards of
R645-301 and R645-302 (Figure 3.5-2, point BM-30 in the Division's Water Quality Database).
The Utah Division of Water Quality (DWQ) does not require a UPDES permit for this discharge
(Figwe 3.5-l).

Diversions: Miscellaneous Flows

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-301-742.330 and subsections by designing
all permanent diversions for the ephemeral flows in the Adit No. I areato safely pass the runoff



RECLAIT{ATION PLAN

Page 9
c/00710004

Task lD #2244
February 15, 2006

from a 10-year, 6-hour precipitation event. They present all design calculations and other
pertinent information in Section 3.5-4(2)AB, Table 3.5-5AB, and Attachment 1.

The diversions to remain in the Adit No. I area are:

Name Diversion Type Descrintion Collects flow from: Flows to:
ARD-IA channel 3.5-ft. wide

l-ft. deep
erosion mat

AWS2 ARD-IB

ARD.2 channel 2.5-ft. wide
1.25-ft. deep
erosion mat

AWSl ARD-IB

ARD-IB channel 3.5-ft. wide
l-ft. deep
erosion mat

portal discharge
AWS3
ARD.IA
ARD.2

ARC-I

ARC.I culvert 24-in. diameter ARD-18 ARBC-I
ARBC-I box culvert 8-ft bv 10-ft. box ARC.I ARD-3
ARD-3 channel 5-ft. wide

1-ft. deep
rip-rap

ARBC-I Price River

Sediment Control Measures

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-742 and relevant subsections by using the
best technology cumently available (BTCA) to prevent, to the extent possible, additional
contributions of sediment to stream flow or to runoff outside the permit area, meet the applicable
effluent limitations, and minimize erosion to the extent possible.

The sediment confrol measures the Permittee used include:
. Incorporation of hay and/or straw mulch into the soil.
. Deep gouging.
. Seeding.
. Mulching after seeding.
. Chemically anchoring the final mulch layer.

Siltation Structures: Exemptions
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The Adit No.l area is exempt from the requirements of R645-301-763.100, under the
provisions of R645-301-742.240; since the area is small and the Permittee has provided
information in Appendix 3.5-D to show that the disturbed area, as reclaimed, will meet effluent
limitations. Under 40 CFR 434.82, the effluent limitations are non-numeris and based on the
Permittee's sediment control designs, and modeling to demonstrate that sediment loads will not
be greater than for the undisturbed condition.

Findings:

The Permittee has met the minimum requirements of the Reclamation Plan: Hydrologic
Information sections of the Regulations.

STABILIZATION OF' SURFACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.95; R6.t$301-244.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the minimum stabilization of surface areas requirements for Phase I
Bond release. The site was furrowed on the contour. Two T lac. of hay was scattered on the
regraded surface (page 3.5-13). The hay was incorporated with gouging (page 3.5-13 and 3.5-
l8). Seed was broadcast over the site (Table No. l, Chap. 9). Following the seeding, the site
received an additional I to 1.5 tons per acre of straw much applied with mechanical blowers
(page 3 .5- 14) and then was sprayed with a hydromulch and tackifier at a rate of 500 lbs per acre.
An erosion control mat was placed in the channel bottom (page 3.5-15 and Section 3,5 Appendix
3.5C page 8). The channel was seeded and mulched as well.

After seeding and mulching, App. 3.5-D demonstrates that the amount of sediment
estimated to leave the site is reduced to 0.2 Tons/acrelyear. The field visit on September 4,2005
confirmed that the Permittee has applied best management practices to control erosion and
prevent sediments from leaving the site.

Findings:

The information provided in the application meet the minimum Stabilization of Surface
Areas requirements for Phase I bond release.
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MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512, -301-521, -301-542, -301-632, -301-731.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary Maps

There was no change to the affected areaboundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backfilling And Grading Maps

The Permittee included as built maps and cross sections. See Exhibit 3.5-5AB and
Exhibit 3.5-6A8 and Exhibit 3.5-7A8.

The backfilling and grading maps are adequate to show that the Permittee meet the
minimum backfilling and grading regulations including the approximate original contour
requirements.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-301-542.300 by depicting the as-built final
surface configuration forthe AditNo. I areaon Exhibit 3.5-5AB, and cross-sections of the final
surface on Exhibit 3.5-7AB. No facilities will remain in the Gravel Canyon area as permanent
feafures.

Reclamation Monitoring And Sampling Location Maps

Otherthan the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRP, there are no surface or
subsurface manmade features at the substation site.
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Certifi cation Requirements.

The Permittee has met the requirements of R645-301-5423 10, R645-30l-731.720, and
R645-301-512 by having a professional engineer certiff Exhibits 3.5-5A8, 3.5-6,4.8, and 3.5-
7AB.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R645-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as
approximately 3.0 of which 1.7 was disturbed post-SMCRA in NWI/4NWI/4 of Section
l, Township 13 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah. The substation area is shown on
Exhibit 3 .3-23 in the MRP, which was incorporated January 23, 2003.
The Permittee showed when the work reclamation work was done.
ln the bond release package, the Permittee included a brief history of the mining and
reclamation activities.
There are no ponds within the substation area; sediment control was done with surface
roughening techniqueso such as pocking.

Determination of Bond Amount

The current bond for Adit No. I site is $129,054 in2004 dollars. The Permittee
requested bond release of $77,432 for the reclamation work done at the Adit No. l.

R645-301-830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond. In 2005, the Division
escalated the bond by 1.2% for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond escalated to2009
dollars would be $137,000.

R645-301-880.310, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60Yo upon
completion of Phase I bond release. The Permittee was seeking Phase I bond release on the
entire disturbed arca at Adit No. l.

o

a
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R645-301-830.200 requires that the bond be sufficient to assure that completion of
reclamation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work would consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined
that the amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $5 1,622 in 2004
dollars. The Division escalated the costs to 2009 dollars and determined that the vegetation costs
would be $55,000.

The Division determined the maximum amount of bond release that they could grant as
follows:

o Current bond amount - revegetation amount in 2009 dollars _ amount of bond release.
o $129,054 - $55,000: $74,054.

The Division determined the minimum bond amount in $55,000 in 2009 dollars. Therefore,
the Division can only release $74,054.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the bonding and insurance requirements.

O :\007004. CG\F INAL\WG 2 24 4V A2244. doc
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ofApril,2005.

fu94'-
Notary Public My commission expires January

10,2007 Residing atPrice, Utatr

Publication fee, $ 532.48

PUBTIG I{OTIGE
APPTICATIOT FOR PIIA$E I BOIID REI.EASE

HARDSCRAEBIE GA]IYO]I SUBSTATIOII AREA .
CASru GATE HOIDI]IG GOITPAIIY

GASTTE GATE ][INE
PERlfllT G/007/004, ApPR0VED 1U24lg4

CABBOII COUNTY, UTAH

Casfle Gate Holdlng Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Unthicum Helgfrb, MD
21090, has compl€ted Phase l of the apprcved nclarnaticn phn forfto Hardscrabble
Caryon subsfi$on area ol the Castb Gate Mlne. this ls based on meetng the
bacfdllllru andgnading anddnalnagecormd reqrlremenbforPhase lreclamatonin
accordance wlh fte approved reclamaton plan.

In acmdance'rrift fte prwlsions 0f RA$.301€80, of fts Stah of t htl
R6454oal Mlnlng Rules, notice is hereby glven to fie general pubtlc fiat Casto
Gate lbldlrU Company b app$ng for parfial release of tre performance bond
posbd for thls operaton.



A,rFIpAWtr QF PUBLToATIQN

S'IATEOL.'UTAI{)

CountyofCarbon )

I, Ken larson, on o attg say tJr at I arn the p u bl Lsher

ofthe SunAdvocate, atwice-wcekly newspaper

ofgeneral circulation, publi slred at price, State a

truecopyofwhich is hereto attached, waspub_

Iishetf inthd-fftlt'isstcroftudrnewspapierfor 4 - .-" .

(Four) publicationwas on the 7th of April, 2005,

andttr,atthe lastpubtication ofsuch notice was in

the i ssue ofsuchnewspaper dated the 2 gth d ay of

April,2005.

x6_,4fu
Ken Glarson- Publisher

Subscribed and swom to before me th i.s 2 gth day
ofApril,2005.

fu&z7,*-
NotaryPr$lic Mycomrnissi on exp ires Janu,ary
I 0, 2007 Residing at Price, Utrah

Publication fee, $ 532.49

" . 6{l-bda#@ti*-+w.^Jffiil1ffi 
ru

trffi,fi,1ilffffi$ftfu_5ffi, 1



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Crsth Grre Minc

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY t9r

Helpa, Uhh t4526
(435147247s

For: (435)4724782

September 2t,2004

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Dirpotor Irnd Management
American Electric Power
700 Monison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 432304642

Re:

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and grading
requirements for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645J0l-880 of the State of Utah R64S Coal Mning Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application *ittt th.
Utatt Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond port"a for this operation.

]tre suretl bond posted for the Castle Ciate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the
Hardscrabble Canyon reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Cornpany is seeking release oflgg,tOO from the
Harrdsorabble C,anyon portion of ttre bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comme'lrts concerning Phase I bond release from the legal c equiable owner of racord of the surfrce areas
to be affected and from tlre Federal, Utah md local governmant agencies which would harrc to initiate,
irnplement apProve, or authorize thc proposed use of the land foliowing reclarnatiqr should be maitd to:
Plateau lvfining Corporation, Attention: JohnnyPappas, P.O. Box 30, Helpa, Utah 341526.

{ttt have any questions or need additimal informatioq please do not hesitate to contact me at (43S) 471.-
4741.

Sincerelv.
, ; : /

-t t-tt t<
--J-t - a-ru- / ^ / ' n /

' /
Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmenhl Engineer

Env: Hldconttbtc S$drdotr Ar8 -ph!!c I Bond Rcb$c
Clrcm: rF0f0t08.LTR



CASTLE GAIE HOLDING COMPAT{Y
Crstlc Grtc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9r

Helpcr, Utah 8{526
(43sr472447s

Fax: (435X724782

Septanber 21,2004

Mr. Mark Maokiewioz
Bureau of t and Management
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification of Annlication for Phase f Bond Release. Substation Area. Hardscrabble
Canvon Ng.,I &4 Mine. Castle Gate lfoldlng Comp_a.nv. Castle Gate Mlne C/002094.
Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Mackiewicz:

Castte Gate Holding Company has 
"onrpleted 

Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldilling and grading
requireine,nts for Phase I reclarnation.

[r accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company inte,nds to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The zuretybond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the
Hardscrabble Canyon reclarnatiur. Castle Gatc Holding Conpany is secking release of $83,100 from the
Hardscrabble Canyon portion of tlre bond. All earttrwuk and revegetation has be€n completed on site.

Comrne,lrts conceming Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas
to be affected and from the Fede,ral, Utatr'and locat governme,nt agencies wtrioh would have to initiate,
irnplement approve, or authcize the proposed use of the land following reolamation should be rnailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporatioq Attention: JohnnyPapps, P.O. Box 30,Ilelper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additiqral informatim, pleasc do not hesitetc to contact me at (435) 472-
474t.

Sincerely,

46-
JolmnyPappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Bnv: llrdscnliblc S$rbtloo Alcr +bso I Botd Rclc$c
Chono: JPO40tD.LIR



OMPANY
Crstlc Grtc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY t9l

Helpcr, Utah E4526
(435X?2447s

Fax: (435X724782

September 21,2004

hdr. William D. Krompel
Commissioner
120 East tvlain Sneet
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notifica(ign of Annlication for Phase I Bond Retease. Substation Area. Hardscmbble
Canvon lJo. 3 &4 Mine. Castle Gate Holdine Companv. Castle Gate Ming _C/002004.
Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Krompel:.

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase t of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading
requirements for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the Strate of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serne as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to lile an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond port a for this operation.

The stretybond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the
Hardsorabble Canyon reolamation. Castle Gatc Holding Company is seeking release of $83,1fi) from the
Hardssrabble Canyon portion of ttre bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been complued on site.

C,onrments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owncr of recod of the sufaoe sreas
to b€ affected and ftom the Federal, Utah and local government agencies which would have to initiate,
implement approvc' or authorizc the proposed use of the land fo[owing reclamatisr shoutd be rnailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attentim: Iolurny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526,

If )ou have any questims or need additiqral inforrnatioq please do not hesitate to c66bct me at (43S) 472-
4741.

Sinoc,rely,
,t

-lt.J:'l//
./,4;fr

-  - -  t t -

/ /  / /
Jobnny Pappas
Sr. Bnvironme,ntal Bngineer

Bnv: lhdrcrrbblc S$shtion Arer {trso I Bod R.lc.sc
Ctrouo: JF0{08!0JTR



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Crstlc Grtc Minc

P.O.'Box 30
. 847 NW HWY t9l

Helpcr, Uteh 84526
(4ts1472447s

For: (435)4?24782

September 21,2004

Mr. Dave lrvanger
Carbon County Plaming and Zoning
120 East Main Steet
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notilication of Annlication for Phase I Bond Release.,substatioJ AreS-. Hardscrabble
Cenvon No. 3 &4 Mine. Castle Gate Holdlng Comnanv. Castle Gate Mine. C/007/004.
Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Levanger:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completcd Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on rneeting the backfilling and grading
requirements for Phase I reclarnation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mning Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the perforrnance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the
llardscrabble Canyon reclamation. Castle Gate tlolding Company is seeking release of $83,100 from the
Hardscnabble Canyon portion of the bond. All earttrwork and revegetation has been complded on site.

Comments conceming Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas
to be affected and from the Federal" Utah and local gov€,lnnrent agencies ufiioh would have to initiate,
irrylenrent approve, or auttrorize the proposed use of fu land following reclamation strould be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corpmation" Attentiur: Iobnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Hclper, Utah 84526.

If )ou hane any guestions ornecd additicral inOnmtiq please do not hesitatc to oontact me at (435) 472-
474t.

Engineer

Bor Hrdscr$blc Suhtrdon Am -Phocc I Bond Rcla$c
Oumo: JP&f08llJ,lR

Sinccrcly,
t z

.41,J4/
v  . t a  t r

/ /  / /
Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmeirtal



---tr----

t

CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castlc Catc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY l9r

Hclpcr, Ubh 84526
(43s>472447s

Fax: (435)4724782

September 21,2004

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Director Land Management
American Electric Power
700 Morrison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 43230-6642

Re: Notification of Anplication for Phase I Bond Release SubstationArea. Sowbelly Gulch No.
5 Mine. 9astle Gate Holdins Companv. Castle Gate Minq C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Ut4h

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading reguirements
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surefy bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments conserning Phase I bond release from thc legal or equitable own€r of record of the surface areas
to be affected and from the Fcderal, Utah and local govemment agencies which would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or authorizn the proposed use of the land following reclamatiqr should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Ilelper, Utatt U526.

If you have any questions or need additioral information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,
. tA

.4, t /,/

^/.//2. R^
v z t a u t -,// /r

Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbelly Gulch Substetirn Area -Phasc I Bond Releasc
Chrono: JP040803.LTR



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helpcr, Utah 84526
(435)47?fr47s

Fax: (435X724782

September 21,2004

Mr. Mark Mackiewicz
Bureau of Land Management
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notificatign of Anntication for Phase I Bond Release. Substation Area. Sowbellv Gulch No.
5,-Mine..Castle Qgte Holdine QompinyrSastle.Gate Mine" C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Mackiewicz:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldrlling and grading requirements
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
Ietter will serve as notifcation that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas
to be affected and from thc Federal, Utah and local government agencies which would have to initiate,
implemenf approve, or authorizs,theproposed use of the land following rcclamation shoutd be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Atte,rrtion: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,

n t/,,"r/
-  t - t  4 -

./ t/7r - ,ts - ,/

./ .'/tt
Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmeirtal Engineer

Env: Sowbclly Gutcb Subststion &ca -phrsc I Bond Relcrsc
Chrono: JPfiOE05.LTR



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)472447s

Fax: (435)4724782

September 2l,2AA4

NIr. William D. Krompel
Commissioner
120 East Main Sheet
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification of r

Dear Mr. Krompel:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and grading requiremants
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which S233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable own€r of record of the surface areas
to be affected and from the Federal, Utatr and local government agencies which would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or authorize, theproposed use of the land following reclamation should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
474r.

Sincerely,
'/'

,/.//1. 
-frr. 

,-
- t t . r t a

/  , 7

Johrury Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbelly Gulch SrSstetion Area -Plusc I Bond Releasc
Chrono: ,P040E06.LTR

Notification of Apnlication fo{,Phase I Bond Release Substation Area. Sowbellv Gulch No.



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castlc Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY t9 l

Hclpcr, Utah 84526
(435Y72447s

Far (435)a724782

September 21,2004

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification of Apolication for Phase I Bond Release. Substation Area. Sowbellv Gulch No,
te Iloldin Gate

Dear Mr. levanger:

Castle Gate Holding Companyhas completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and grading requiremants
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal MiningRules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seehng release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments concerning Phase t bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the strrface areas
to be affected and from the Federal, Utah and local government agencies udrich would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or authorize the proposed use of the tand following reclamation should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to,contact rne at (435) 472-
47 4r.

Engineer

Env: Soufuclly Gulch Substation Arcr -Phnsc I Bond Rclcrse
Clrmno: ,F040807.LTR

Sincerely,
.4 ^/rA

1 ./-Fv' A -/

- / /  I A

Jotmny Pappas
Sr. Environmental



I
CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAI\TY

Castb GatcMine
P.O. Box 30

847NWHWY tg l
Helper, Utah 84526

(43sY724737
Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re:

Dear Mr. Levanger:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approxirnately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and grading and drainage confrol requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthworh drainage conhol, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fallof 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company inte,nds to file an application with itte Utaft Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Cabtle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the AdifNo. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologrcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles norttr of Helper;Utah onthe followingdescribd lanis:

Township 13 Soutlr. Ranee 9 East. SLB&M. Utatl
Section I : I*I\Mll4 I\nVl/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner ofrecord of the surface areas tobe
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govemm€lrt agencies which would have to initiate, impleme,nq
approve, or authorirnthe proposed use of the land followingreclamation should be rnailed to: Ptateau Mining
corporation, Atte,ntion: Dennis N. ware, p.o. Box 30, Helper, utah 94s26.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737 .

Sincerybf

62n/(/
Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Adminisnative Manager

Env; EnvironrnentrUPenrrit Actions Cutlc Grte/Adit No. lflrnd Owncr Notifioation phasc I



CASTLE GAIE HOTDING COMPANY
Castlc OatcMinc

P,O. Box 30
847 NWHWY t9t

Helper, Utah 84526
(43514724737

Fax:(435)47M782

April 29,2005

Mr Gary Harwood
Helper City
P.O. Box 221
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Notification of ADnlicatiQp.for Phase I Bond Belease. Adit No. 1. Castle Gate Holdine Comoanv.
Castle Gate Mine C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Harwood:

Castle Gate Holding Company,ggg Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of ttt" Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and gfading and drainage contol requireme,lrts for Phase I
reclarnation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthworlq drainage confrol, and revegetatiqr
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Conpany is seeking release of $77 A32 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologrcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is locatd in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described hnbs:

Township 13 South. Ranee 9 East. SLB&M. Utah
Sestion I : l.I\lVl/4 l.I\iVl/4

Comme'lrts concerning Phase I bond release from the legal m equitable owner of record of the sgrface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local governmeirt agencies ufirich would have to initiate, irupleme,lrt,
approve, or authorizntheproposed use of the land followingreclamatiqr should be rnailed to: Plateau Mirrng
corporatior, Attention: Dennis N. warq p.o. Box 30, Helper, Utah g4sz6.

If you have any questioms or need additimal informatim, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Conholler and Adrninisfrative Manager

Env: EnvironnrntrVPemrit Actions Cffitle Grte/Adit No. l[rnd OwrrrNotification plusc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAIYY
Castlc Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY tgl

Helper, Utah 84526
(435')4724737

Fax: (435X724782

April 29,20A5

Mr. Harold Cunningham
Utah Power and Light - Carbon Plant
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Notifica$ion,ofADDlica4oAfpr.Phase I Bond Release Adit No. 1. Castle Gate Holdine Comnanv.
Castle Gate Mine C/007/0M. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Cunningham:

Castle Gate Holding Company ,999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan fon the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading and drainage control requirements for phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earttrworlq drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the AdiiNo. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is locatd in Price Canyon approxirnately 3 miles norttr of Helper, Utah onthe following described lands:

Township 13 South..Range 9 East SLB&lvf. Utatr
Section I : l.IlMl/4 l.I\Mll4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from the Fedenal, Utah and local agencies which would have to initiate, implement,
approve' or authorize the proposed use of the land follouring reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attentiqr: De,nnis N. Ware, p.o. Box 30, Helper, Utah g4sz6.

If you have any questions or need additional informatiorl please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Controller and Adminishative Manager

Env: EnvilonnpnhUPenrrit Actions Cestle Gate/Adit No. l/I-rnd Owncr Notilicstion phrse t



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANIY
Castlc Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY tgl

Helper, Utah 84526
(435)4?24737

Fax: (435)4?24782

April 29,2005

Carbon County Commissioners
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification gf Apnlication for Phase I Bond Release. Adit No. l. Castle Gate Holding Companv.
Castle Gale Mine C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Commissioners:

Castle Gate Holding Company , gggCorporate Blvd., Linthicum Heighrc, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and gading and drainage conbol requiranents for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthworlc, drainage control, and revegetatior
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
selve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The suretybond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. 1
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, UtatL U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the followingdescribed lands:

Township 13 South. Range 9 East. SLB&M. Utatr
Section l: l.t\I/t/4 NWI/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of tle surface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local governme,nt agencies which would have to initiate,.implernent,
approve, or authorizn the proposed use of the land following reclamation should be maild to: Plateau Mining
corporatior, Atte,ntion: Dennis N. ware, P.o. Box 30, H"lper, utah 84s26.

If you have any questions or need additimal information, please contact rne at (435) 4i24737 .

Controller and Adminishative Manager

EnvironnpntavPenrilr Actions crstlc Grre/Adit No. l/Ind owncr Notiftetion phsc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY t9l

Hclper, Utah 84526
(435Y724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Ivtr. Phil Palmer
Price River Water Improvernent District
P.O. 903
265 South Fairgrounds Road
Price, Utah 84501

Re:

Dear Mr. Palmer:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclarnation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading and drainage contnol requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. AU earthworlq drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

ln accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
ser-ve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the Adit No. 1 portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. 1 area is located on the Helper, Utatl, U.S. Geologlcal Strvey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lanis:

Township 13 South. Range 9 East. SLB&M. Utatr
Section l: NWl/4 l.I\ilIl4

Cornments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govenmelrt agencies wtrich would have to initiate, inpleme,lrt,
approve, or authorizn theproposed use of the land following reclamatior should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attention: Dennis N. ware, P.o.Box 30, Helper, Utatr g4sz6.

If you have any questims or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Wno,/
Dennis N. Ware
Conholler and Adminisfiative Manager

Env: Envircnnrotal/Pcnrilt Actions Crstlc Grtc/Adit No. l/Iend Ovncr Notillcetion phrsc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gatc Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY tgl

Hclper, Utlah 84526
(435Y7?4-737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Patrick Gubbins
Bureau of Land Management
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re:

Dear Mr. Gubbins:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate BIvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I arca of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading and drainage conhol requirements for Phase I
reclarnation in accordance with the approved reclarnation plan. All earthwork, drainage contol, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company inte,lrds to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for pafiial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. l
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 A32 from the AdiiNo. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. 1 area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Township 19 South. Ranee 9 East SLB&lvL Utqb
Section I : l.I\Mll4 NlVl/4

Comrne'nts concgming Phase I bond release frorn the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from tlre Federal, Utah and local government ageniies which would have to initiate, inplerneirf
approve' or authorize the proposed use of the land folloudng reclanration should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attentiqr: Dennis N.'ware, p.o. Box 30, Helper, utah 94s26.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.*WurL
Dennis N. lVare
Confroller and Administrative lvlanager

Env: EnvimnnrntaUPentilt Actiom Cestte GotatAdit No. trlrnd Ovmer Notiftcation phasc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gate Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY r9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sr47?'4-737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Kevin S. Carter
Director
School and Institutianal Trust Lands Administration
675 East 500 South, Suite 500
Salt Iake City, Utah 84102-2818

Re:

Dear Mr. Carter:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has cornpleted phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the ap'proximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. 1 area oithe Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and gading and drainage contnol requireme,nts for phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclarnation plan. All earttrworlq drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with theprovisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with itt Ututt Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for tlis operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation- Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the AdiiNo. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utab U.S. Geological Suwey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north ofHelper, Utah onthe followingdescribed lanhs:

Township 13 Souttr" Range 9-East. SLB&tvt. Utatr
Section l: NWl/4 hI\Ml/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release fiom the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface arg6s to be
affected and from the Fcde'ral, Utal and looal government age,ncies which would have to initiatg implement,
approve' or authorize the proposed use of the lard following reclamation should be mailed to: Piateau Minrng
corporation, Attentiqr: Dennis N. ware, p.o. Box 30, Helper, utah g4sz6.

If you have any questiors or need additimal information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Sincerely,/--,

Unr&
Dennis N. Ware
Contnoller and Adminisfrative Manager

Env: EnvironrrtntaUPennit Actions C|stlc GetdAdit No. l/Lmd Owrrr Notificrtion phlsc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAI\TY
Castlc Gatc Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY tgl

Hclper, Utah 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax:(4351724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Hugh Kirkham
State of Utah
Department of Transportation
940 South Carbon Avenue
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notificafion of,Annlicqllgn for Phase I Bond Release. Adit No. I, Castle Gate Hofding Compa.Ev.
Castle Gate Mlne C/007/004. Carbon gounty. Utah

Dear Mr. Kirkham:

Castle Gate Holding Company 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase t of
the approved reclarnation plan for the approximately 3.0 asres of land in the Adit No. 1 area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading and drainage conffol requirerne,rrts for Phase I
reclamafion in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthwork, drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with theprovisions of R645J0l-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the perfiorrnance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 from the Adit No. 1 portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Suwey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands;

Township 13 Souttr" Ranse 9 East SLB&tvI. Utah
Section l: NI\M||4 blllfl/4 :

Cornments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner ofrecord of the surface af,€as to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local gove,r:une,nt age,ncies which would have to initiate, inpleme,lrt,
appriove, or authorize the proposed use of the land following rwlamatior should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attention: Dennis N. wane, P.o.Box 30, Helper, Utah 84s26.

If you have any questiurs or need additiqral information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Sincerely, 
,-1 ,. J )\,-, 4nL

Dennis N. Ware
Confroller and Adminishative Manager

Env: Envimrurntrlnennit Actbns Castlc Oati/Adit No. l/Iarul Owrr Notificrtim phasc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAI\IY
Castle Gatc Minc

P.O, Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(435Y724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Director Land Management
American Elechic Power
700 Morrison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 43230-6642

Re: Notification of Application for Phase I Bond Relpase. Adit No. I, Castle Gate Holdine Companv.
Castle Gatp Mlne. C/007/004. Carbon Countv. U4h

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company,ggg Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 ircres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading and drainage control requirernents for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthwork, drainage conhol, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for ttris operation.

The swety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. 1
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77 ,432 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7 .5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following desoibed lands:

Township 13 South.B3nee 9 East. SLB&lvL Utah
Section 1: I.I\M1/4 NWl/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release finom the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas tobe
affected and from the Federal, Utsh and local agencies which would have to initide, irrple,rnent,
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land follouring reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporation, Attention: De,nnis N. Ware, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Conholler and Adminisbative Manager

Env: BnvironrnentrUPemrit Actions Cestlc Grte/Adit No. l/tend OwncrNotificrdon Pheso I



Department of
Natural Resources

MICHAEL R. SryLER
Executive Director

Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining

JOHN R. BAZA
Division Director

JON M. HUNTSMAN, JR.
Governor

GARY R. HERBERT
Lieutenant Governor

Permitee: CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO
Operator: CASTLE GATE HOLDTNG CO

Site: CASTLE GATE M|NE
Address: PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526-0030

County: CARBON
Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRAM

Permit Status: RECLAIMED

lnspection Report

Permit Number: c0070004
lnspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005
Start Dateffime: 9181200510:15:00 AM
End Date/Time: 9/8/2005 11:45:00 AM
Last lnspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

Inspector: Wavne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Warm with clear to partlv cloudv skies

InspectionlD Report Number: 738

Accepted by pgrubaug

12t15t2005

Types of Operations

M Underground

m Surface

M Loadout

I Processing

I Reprocessing

Gurrent Acreages

7,619.00Total Permitted
63.00Total Disturbed
29.20 Phase I
18.20 Phase ll

Phase lll

Mineral Ownership

M Federal

M srate

M county

M Fee

I other

R€polt summaryand status tor pondlng anforcement action3, pormlt conditlons, Dtvtsion OrdeF, and amendments:

Phase I Bond release for Sowbelly Gulch substation - 1.8 acres. The Division determined that the site met the
minimum requirements for Phase I Bond release.

Plateau Mining Corporation is the landowner.

Inspector's Signature : Date Tuesday, September 27,2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll
Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of mmpliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 Wcst North Temple, Suitc 1210, PO Box 145801, Salt Lake City, UT g4l l4-5g01
telephone (801) 538-5340 . facsimile (801) 359-3940 . TTY (801) 538-7458 t wwu.ogm.utah.gov

Other Rex Sacco Lands and Access Coordinator

Company Pamela Grubaugh-Littig Environmental Manager

Pamela Grubaugh-Littig Environmental Manager

State Steven Fluke Environmental Scientist ll

State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll
State Wayne Westem Environmental Scientist lll



PermitNumber: C0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 2 of 4

REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1. Substantiate the elements on this inspection hy checking the appropriate performance standard.
a, For COMPLETE inspecfions provide nanative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not

appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable,
b. For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the elements evaluated,

2. Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the apprcpiate pertonnance standad tisted below.
3. Reference any nanatives wiften in conjunction with this inspection at the appropiate performace standard listed betow.
4. Provide a hrief status rcport for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

uInf,
2. Signs and Markers xntrn

TaLJg3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions TMDM
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments xnMtr
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures nnMf
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring ntrgT
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effiuent Limitations l lTun
5. Explosives lTnT
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches nTITI

7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments nnul
L NoncoalWaste LJTTn
9. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues n nfn
10. Slides and Other Damage trTTT
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation ff,ff,
12. Backfilfing And Grading nMnM
13. Revegetation rgTM
14. Subsidence Control TuTT
15. Cessation of Ooerations nTDn
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing TIrT
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls nMTM
17. OtherTransportation Facilities nuTT
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations TTTT
19. AVS Check nTxT
20, Air Quality Permit TrTn
21. Bonding and Insurance TnTT
22. Other TTTl



PermitNumber: C0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 3 of 4

3. Topsoil

In the fall of 2003, the slopes and berm around the substation pad were used for
substitute topsoil. The site was graded and pocked. There were no signs of erosion
from the site.

4.a Hvdroloqic Balance: Diversions

Diversions for the substation reclamation include reclaimed stream channels SBRD-
3, SBRD-S, SBRD-6, SBRD-7A, and SBRD-7B, and culvert SBRC-1 . The diversions
appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in the MRP and were all in
good condition and stable. lt was noted that culvert SBRC-1 was partially clogged
with debris (sand and gravel). Dennis Ware is aware of the condition and has
committed to cleaning the culvert using hand tools as part of routine maintenance. A
follow-up will be made by the Division at the time of the next quarterly inspection.

12. Backfi l l inq And Gradins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes are similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding
area. The Permittee left some cut slopes because there was not enough material on
site to compfetely eliminate the cut slopes, and if material was brought in, the slope
would have to be extended so far that the slope would cover (block) the road. The
Division observed a minor slump above the cut slope.

Area met stability of 1.3

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: No highwalls exist on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.

Long Term Static Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable. The Division did
observe a minor slump above the cut slope. The soil cover is shallow, usually two
feet of soil over bedrock. The slump was most likely due to water eroding the soil
around a boulder. The slump area appears to be stable and is outside of the
reclaimed area.

Prevent Slides: The recfaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.



PermitNumber: C0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Gontinuation Sheet

Page 4 of 4

13. Reveqetation

The site was seeded in the fall of 2003. Vegetation is vigorous and reflects the good
water year.

16.b Roads: Drainaqe Gontrols

Drainage controls for the access road are diversions that include reclaimed stream
channels SBRD-6, SBRD-7A, and SBRD-7B and culvert SBRC-1. As noted above,
the diversions appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in the MRP
and were all in good condition and stable. lt was noted that culvert SBRC-1 was
partially clogged with debris (sand and gravel). Dennis Ware is aware of the
condition and has committed to cleaning the culvert using hand tools as part of
routine maintenance. A follow-up will be made by the Division at the time of the next
quarterly inspection.



Department of
Natural Resources

MICHAEL R. STYLER
Executive Director

Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining

JOHN R. BAZA
Division Director

JON M. HUNTSMAN, JR,
Govvrnor

GARY R. HERBERT
Lieutenant Governor

Permitee: CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO
Operator: CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

Site: CASTLE GATE M|NE
Address: PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 94526-0030

County: CARBON
Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRIAM

Permit Status: RECLAIMED

Permit Number: c0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005
Start Date/Time: 9/8/2005 9:15:00 AM
End Date/Time: 9/8/2005 10:30:00 AM
Last Inspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

Inspector: Wayne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Mild with clear to oartv cloudv skies

InspectionlD Report Number: 739

Accepted by pgrubaug

1A15EgO5

Types of Operations

M Underground
g Surface

M Loadout

t] Processing

I Reprocessing

Gurrent Acreages

7,619.00Total Permitted
63.00Total Disturbed
29.20 Phase I
18.20 Phase ll

Phase l l l

Mineral Ownership

M Federal

M state

Ml Gounty

M Fee

I other
Report 3ummary and status for pendlng enforcement actlons, permit conditions, Dlvl3lon Ordors, and amsndments:

Phase I Bond release on the Hardscrabble canyon substation
found that the site met the minimum requirements for phase I
receive Phase I Bond release.

The rest of Hardscrabble could achieve Phase lll bond release in 2008.

area - 0.78 acre site. Reclaimed in 2002. The Division
Bond release. The BLM also agreed that the site should

Inspection Report

State Steven Fluke Environmentalscientist ll
State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll
State PamelaGrubaugh-Littig EnvironmentalManager

Other Rex Sacco Lands and Access Coordinator

BLM Sue Berger Mining Engineer Technician

Inspector's Sig nature: Date Tuesday, October 11, 2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll
Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of mmpliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 west North remple, suire 1210, po Box l45g0l, Salt Lake city, ur g4l l4-5g01
telephone (801) 538-5340 . facsimile (801) 359-3940 o TTY (801) 538-7458 owww.ogm.utah.gov



PermitNumber: C0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
lnspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Gontinuation Sheet

Page 2 of 4

REVIEW OF PERMIT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

/. Substantiate the elements on tfiis inspection by checking the appropriate performance standad.
a. For COMPLETE rnspecfions prcvide nanative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is nof

appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Appllcable.
b. For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated,

2. Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate pefformance standard /isfed below.
3. Reference any nanatives witten in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard /isfed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orderg and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

TTTtr
2. Signs and Markers ntrtru

TuuM3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions lVnM
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments tr fnM
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures TTatr
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring urMf,
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations rTEu
5. Explosives Tuntr
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches xrTu
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments InTn
8. NoncoalWaste rnTu
9. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues tr TnT
10. Slides and Other Damage Turn
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation nTTT
12. Backfilling And Grading TunV
13. Revegetation nMTM
14. Subsidence Control fTnn
15. Cessation of Operations Ttrlr
1 6.a Roads : Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing nMTg

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls TnMT
17. OtherTransportation Facilities Tnnx
18. Support Facilities, Utility Installations I!nT

ITL_Jn19. AVS Check

2Q. Air Quality Permit nT-t
l lrn

21. Bonding and Insurance nIlD
22. Other n TTn



State of Utah

Department of
Natural Resources

MICHAEL R. STYLER
Executive Directot'

Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining

JOHN R. BAZA
Division Director

JON M. HUNTSMAN, JR.
Governor

GARY R. HERBERT
Lieutenant Governor

Permitee: CASTLE GATE HOLDTNG CO
Operator: CASTLE GATE HOLDTNG CO

Site: CASTLE GATE M|NE
Address: PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526-0030
County: CARBON

Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRAM
Permit Status: RECLAIMED

Permit Number: c0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005
Start Date/Time: 9/8/2005 9:15:00 AM
End Dateffime: 9/8i2005 10:30:00 AM
Last lnspection:Wednesday, August 31, 2005

lnspector: Wavne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Mild with clear to oartv cloudv skies

InspectionlD Report Number: 739

Accepted by pgrubaug

1?/15t2005

Types of Operations

M Underground

M Surface

M Loadout

fl Processlng

I Reprocessing

Gurrent Acreages

7,619.00Total Permitted
63.00Total Disturbed
29.20 Phase I
18.20 Phase ll

Phase lll

Mineral Ownership

M Federal

M state

M Gounty

M Fee

f] other

Report summary and stalus for pondlng onforcement actions, pormit condltlons, Dlvlsion OrdsE, and amendments:

Phase I Bond release on the Hardscrabble Canyon substation area - 0.78 acre site. Reclaimed in 2002. The Division
found that the site met the minimum requirements for Phase I Bond release. The BLM also agreed that the site should
receive Phase I Bond release.

The rest of Hardscrabble could achieve Phase lll bond release in 2008.

Inspector's Signature: Date Tuesday, October 1 1, 2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll
Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 Wcst North Temple, Suitc 1210, PO Box 145801, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
lclephone (801) 538-5340. facsimile (801) 359-3940 o TTY (801) 538-7458 owww.ogm.utah.gov

lnspection Report

State Steven Fluke EnvironmentalScientist ll

State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll
State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll

State PamelaGrubaugh-Littig EnvironmentalManager

Other Rex Sacco Lands and Access Coordinator

BLM Sue Berger Mining EngineerTechnician



PermitNumber: C0070004
lnspection Type: BOND RELEASE
Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 2 of 4

REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQU'REMENTS

1. Subsfantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate pertormance standard.
a, For COMPLETE rnspecfions provide nanative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is nof

appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
b, For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the elements evaluated,

2. Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate pertormance standard listed below.
3. Reference any narratives witten in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

TTf , [
2. Signs and Markers u T n T
3. Topsoil M n M D
4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions u T M f
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments x g n T
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures D M n T
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring n M n n
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations n g f, I
5. Explosives n T T T
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches LJ f n T
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments T T tr f,
8. NoncoalWaste tr T x f
9. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues n n tr l
10. Slides and Other Damage ! f, u u
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation T T u f
12. Backfilling And Grading M T M n
13. Revegetation M n M tr
14. Subsidence Control u f ! !
15. Cessation of Operations l l T T
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing E tr M T
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls T M n f,
17, OtherTransportation Facilities T r u tr
18. Support Facilities, Utility Installations n l L_J T
19. AVS Check tr T I T
20. Air Quality Permit T f, I f
21. Bonding and Insurance T T u tr

T n T f,22. Other
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3. Topsoil

In the fall of 2003, the slopes of the substation pad and road access were used for
substitute topsoil. The site was graded and pocked. This fall (2005), vegetation was
vigorous and there were no signs of erosion from the site.

4.a Hvdroloqic Balance: Diversions

Diversions for the substation reclamation include approximately 100 ft. of reclaimed
stream channel HCRD-12 and the swale crossing of the access road over the
channel. The diversions appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in
the MRP and were all in good condition and stable.

12. Backfillins And Gradins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surfaae configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes as similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: No highwalls exist on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.- Long Term Static
Safety Factor of 1 .3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.
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13. Reveqetation

Winterfat, rabbit brush, silver sage, fourwing saltbush, penstamen, Indian ricegrass,
yarrow and blue flax (all either blooming or in seed) were noted at the substation
reclaimed site. Some cow droppings were noted. Mr. Rex Sacco (Carbon County
Planner), explained that there were 41 head of his personal cattle in the canyon
during the middle of May. Mr. Sacco has an historical access right through the
canyon to drive his cattle to theCrandall Canyon grazing allotment on BLM land
above the reclaimed area. Mr. Sacco stated that six cows were loose at the
Hardscrabble reclaim area. These strays were picked up on June 6. There was a
discussion about how cattle could bring in weed seed. PMC does weed control in the
area and wants to be careful about it, especially with the revegetation requirements
for bond release. Mr. Sacco explained to the group that he will keep the cows on the
road and keep them moving in the future. Mr. Sacco committed to talk to Dennis
Ware in April 2006, prior to trailing the cattle next year. Mr. Ware requested that Mr.
Sacco not bring in a water tank.

16.a Roads: Construction. Maintenance. Surfacinq

The road was left at Hardscrabble as part of the postmining landuse for access up
the canyon.
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2.
3.
4.

REVIEW OF PERMIT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

f . Substantiate the elements on fhis inspection by checking the appropriate pertormance standatd.
a, For COMPLETE rnspecfions provide nanative justitication for any elements not fully inspected unless elementis nol

appropiate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
b, For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the elements evaluated.

Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
Refercnce any nanatives wriften in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate pertormace standard listed below,
Provide a hrief status report for alt pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

fnnn
2. Signs and Markers nf,Tr

nMTg3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions xIfr
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments n Tuf,
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures trgfE
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring uMfM
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations nTTn
5. Explosives nlun
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches ITlT
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments Tunl
8. NoncoalWaste nlTn
9. Protection of Fish. Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues n nTtr
10. Slides and Other Damage nnul
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation Txnn
12. Backfilling And Grading nMnM
13. Revegetation TnfD
14. Subsidence Control TTTn
15. Cessation of Operations nnltr
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing lnnn
16.b Roads: Drainage Gontrols nrTl
17. Other Transportation Facilities TnTT
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations nuTn
19. AVS Check fuIn
20, Air Quality Permit DnTT
21. Bonding and Insurance TgtrM
22. Other T T TT
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3. Topsoil

Topsoil was derived from the best available material on site lsoils analyses are
available in Appendix 3G). The topsoil was graded and pocked. Vegetation is
vigorous. There is no evidence of erosion.

4.c Hvdroloqic Balance: Other Sediment Gontrol Measures

The plastic Pyramat lining the channel has been exposed in places by high flows, but
is holding the soif beneath it.

4.d Hvdrolosic Balance: Water Monitorins

UPDES discharge is not part of Phase I bond release. A spring emanates from within
the portal and discharges through a pipe into the reclaimed channel. The spring
water is high in carbonates and supports algal growth.

12. Backfi l l inq And Gradinq

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclairned slopes as similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.
Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: There are three portals at the site. All the portals are sealed
and backfilled. The portals were some of the first in Utah and date back to 1886.
Because of the historical significance, the top of the concrete face ups were not
covered. The Permittee has placed fill material above the concrete face ups. All
highwalls were eliminated.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat. Long Term Static
Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.

21. Bondins and Insurance

The Division recommends that Phase I Bond release be granted for the Adit #1 area.
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Subjecfi Phase I Bond Release, Castle Gate and Willow Creek Mines, plateau Mi
Corporation

I  r .  j

Dear Mrs. Grubaugh-Littig:
'  

: '  
t  . " . ; " ; :  ; i : '  : l

The. Bureau of Land Management (BLM)'hrii'beeii,AskEd ro respond if our agency has
any objections or concerns with regards to a Phase I bond releaie (reclamation bond) for
the subject mines. Mining facilities and disturbances in Hardscrabble and Sowbelly
Canyons were associated with the old Castle Gate Mines, while facilities at Adit No. I
and Gravel Canyon are associated with the Willow Creek Mines.

If you have and questions or comments, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff at 435-
636-3605.

3484
sL-029093-046653

(uT-070)

TAItn FRIrrn.TNAMERtCA

J - ! '

: .  '
cc:
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