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AI}MINISTRATIVE OVERVIEW

Plateau Mining Corporation
Gravel Canyon

Willow Creek Mine
c/007/0038

Carbon County, Utah

Fehruary 16,2006

ACTION

Phase I bond release is requested for the Willow Creek Mine's Gravel Canyon site. This
area was used as a borrow area for reclamation at the Willow Creek Mine Refuse pil*,
Preparation Plant area and Willow Creek Mine highwall area. This site was reclaimed in the fall
of 2004. The bond release amount is:

Gravel Canyon 5.75 (4.3 acres were disturbed) $9S,400

BACKGROUND

The Willow Creek Mine area is located approximately I 0 miles north of the town of
Price, Utah in Carbon County, with the mine ruriui* facilities located adjacent to and north ofWillow Creek and State Highway 191 in Willow Creek Canyon approximately one mile
northeast of the junction of Highway l9t with U.S. Highway e ana SO. The Willow CreekMine
permit areacovers an area of approximately 23 sections extinding north and south
approximately 2.5 miles from the junction of the two highway and six miles to the east for atotalof14,670 acres.

This area is part of the Book Cliffs of Central Utah and is characterized by high plateaus
to the north; steep narrow ridgelines cut by deep erosional drainages in the permii and adjacent
areas to the east, west, and south; and the relatively flat, dry semi-desert areas of the Colorado
Plateau to the south of the town of Price. Within the permit *r.u, topographic relief ranges from
6200 feet, near the confluence of Willow Creek with ih* Prir* Rivei to over g,600 feet 

-along 
the

ridgelines to the southeast.

There has been mining in this area since the late 1800's. Following initial settlement of
this area, further settlement and development of the area occurred fairly tuliaty with the
dissovery of extensive coal reserves in the late 1870's and construction of ihe railroad in the late
1870's and early 1880's. Active underground mining operations continued from the lg7g's
through the 1940's, when coal demand and production b*g* to decline due to reduced postwar
industrial production and the shift to diesel railroad engin-es. The Castle Gate Mines N"*. i,Z,
and 4, which were encompassed by the Willow Creek tutin* permit boundary, were developed
and operated from 1888 through l972,when the last of the mines closed.



PHASE I BOND RELEASE FINDINGS

Plateau Mining Corporation
Gravel Canyon

Willow Creek Mine
c/007/003 8

Carbon County, Utah

February 16, 2006

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The Phase I bond release findings for Gravel Canyon is in the attached Technical
Analysis dated February 15,2006. All landowners were notified on the Phase I bond release
application and the bond release was advertised for four consecutive weeks in the local paper.
No comments were received during the public commsnt period. A bond release inspection was
conducted on September 8, 2005. No problems were identified. BLM concuffence was received
on October 20, 2005.

PHASE I BONI} RELEASE RECOMMENDATION

The Permittee has met the requirement by backfilling and grading, topsoil placement and
seeding at Gravel Canyon. It is recommended that the following amount be released for phase I:

Gravel Canyon 5.75 acres $95,400

On approval of this request, establishment of vegetation at this site will be required for
Phase II bond release. The amount retained is $63,600 for Gravel Canyon.

The bond amount for Willow Creek is currently $7, 8661000 and witl be reduced to
fi1 11701600 with this phase I bond release.

O :\00703 8. WIL\FINAL\PERMInddGravel Canyonphasel. doc
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TECHNICAL AI{ALYSIS 15,2006

TECHNICALANALYSIS

The Division derives its authority from the Surface Mining Control and Reslamation Act
of 1977(SMCRA). When companies submit a Permit Application Package or an amendment to
their Mining and Reclamation Plan, the Division reviews the proposal for conforrnance to the
R645-Coal Mining Rules. This Technical Analysis is such a review. Regardless of these
analyses, the Permittee must comply with the minimum regulatory requirements as established
by SMCRA.

Readers of this document must be aware that the regulatory requirements are included by
reference. A complete and current copy of these regulations and a copy of the Technical
Analysis and Findings Review Guide can be found at http://osm.utah,gov/coal

This Technical Analysis (TA) is written as part of the permit review process. It
documents the Findings that the Division has made to date regarding the application for a permit
and is the basis for permitting decisions with regard to the application. The TA is broken down
into logical section headings that comprise the necessary components of an application. Each
section is analyzed and specific findings are then provided which indicate whether or not the
application is in compliance with the requirements.
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INTRODUCTION

On May 5, 2005, the Permittee submitted an application for Phase I bond release for the
Gravel Canyon area of the Willow Creek Mine. The Gravel Canyon area contains 5.75 acres of
which 4.3 acres as a barrow pit before the site was pennitted under SMCRA. The site is located
in SEI/4SEI/4 of Section 35, Township 12 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah. The permittee
reclaimed the site in the fall of 2004.
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RECTAMATIONPLAN

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOTIR RESTORATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 cFR sec. 784.15, 785.16, 817.102,817.1o7,817.133; R64S,301-234, -301-412, -301-413, €01-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, ,301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-704.

Analysis:

The Permittee meet the requirements to restore the site to the approximate original
contours. Those requirements are a combination of performance standards for backfiiling and
grading, hydrology, postmining land use and revegetation. The perfoffnance standards include:

o Minimization off-site impacts.
t The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the

land prior to mining.
o The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
. Erosion is minimized.
r The land is able to support the approved posftnining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations are to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits and similar to
those in the surrounding areas.

Regulatory requirements that must be achieved include:

I Eliminate all highwalls, no highwalls existed at Gravel Canyon.
. Eliminate all spoil piles, no spoil piles existed at Gravel Canyon.
I Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain

moisture, minimize erosiono create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
No depressions except pocks remain on the site.

. Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site. The Permittee met all
hydrology requirements.

I Support the postmining land use. The site is capable of supporting the postmining land
use.
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Exhibit 3.6-5AB provides reclamation topography and cross-section locations. The

Permittee met the minimum requirements for achieving AOC because:

r There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are

part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and water
pollution.

r The slopes were reclaimed according to the approved reclamation plan
. The plan minimizes erosion and water pollution.
r The Division expects that the reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of

grazing and wildlife habitat because the slopes blend with the surrounding area and the

area was seeded.

Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this

section of the regulations.

BACKFILLING AI\D GRADING

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 785.15, 817.102, 817.107; R645-301-234, -301-537, -301-552, -301-553, -302-230, '302'231, -
392-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee meet the general backfilling and grading requirements because:

r The area was reclaimed to the approximate original contour requirements. See the

Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
. The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of

reposs. See Exhibit 3.6-5,4.8 for as*built certifications.
. The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking

is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.

Previously Mined Areas

The R645 Rules allow the Division to enforce different standards to pre-SMCRA

disturbed sites if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil piles

associated with the substation area those rules do no apply for that area.
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Findings:

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this
section of the regulations.

TOPSOIL AFil} SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 817.22; RO45-301-240.

Ana$sis:

Redistribution

The Permittee met the topsoil and subsoil requirements for Phase I bond release. Post
mining topography is shown on Exhibit 3.6-548. MRP Table 3.6-6,Option B, describes the
mass balance summary for reclamation. Approximately 65,000 yd3 of material was moved
during regrading (App. 3.6D Sec. 3.6-44B). Composite soil samples of the final graded surface
were determined to be suitable for use as substitute topsoil (MRP, App. 3.4M).

The rip rap in the ephemeral channel was filled in with soil and seeded and mulched as
described in the Earthfax Engineering reclamation filter design (MRP, Sec. 3.6, App. 3.68).

Findings:

The information provided meets the minimum Topsoil and Subsoil requirements for
Phase I bond release.

MINE OPENINGS

Regufatory Reference:30 cFR sec. 817.13,817.14,817.15; RB+5-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301€31, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings associated with the Gravel Canyon area.
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Findingsr

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this

section of the regulations.

HYDROLOGIC INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.7&4.14,784.29,817.41 ,817.42,817.43,817.45, 817.49, 817.56, 817'57; R645-301-512, -301-- -513, 
-301-514, -301-515, €01-532, -301-533, -301-S42, -301t23, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -

301-731, -301-733, -301-742, -301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301+61.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The Permittee met the requirements for establishing the hydrological structures needed to
for Phase I bond release. There will be one reclaim ohannel at Gravel Canyon. Since the

channel in Gravel Canyon is ephemeral, the Permittee designed the reclamation channel to safely
pass a l0-year 6-hour storm with a minimum freeboard of I foot. The l0-year 6-hour storm for
this area is 1.4 inches. The channel will be 3-feet wide atthe bottom and 1.S-feet deep with 3:l
side slopes. The D5s riprap size is 4 inches.

The filter blanket and riprap design is in Appendix 3.68. The filter blanket will be a 6-

inch thick layer of UDOT I'o base mix; the Permittee will not use a synthetic fabric.

*'.t-fr#nHlX'T[ftt.iffi'$#"',1:*tsedimentduringrecramation:

:#TTtf;''_
. Seeding.
r Tackiffing.

The Permittee performed Modified Universal Soil Loss Equation (MUSLE) calculations,

which show that pre-mining conditions would have yielded 24.2 tons/acre/yr of sediment, while
the site will yield just 0.14 tons/acre/yr immediately post-reclamation and20.7 tons/acre/yr long-

term post-reclamation,
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Findingsr

Information provided in the application is adequate to meet the minimum Hydrologic
Reclamation Plan requirements of the regulations.

STABILIZATION OF' SURFACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 81 7,95' R64S-901 -244.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the minimum stabilization of surface areas requirements for Phase I
bond release. Two T /ac. of hay was scattered on the regraded surface. The hay was
incorporated with gouging. Seed was broadcast over the site (MRP, Table 5.3-Zb, Sec 5.3).
Following the seeding, the site received an additional I to 1.5 tons per acre of straw much
applied with mechanical blowers and then was sprayed with a hydromulch and taokifier at a rate
of 500 lbs per acre (App 3.6 Sec 3.6-4(l)48). The rip-rapped channel bottom was covered with
soil and seeded and mulched as well.

After seeding and mulshing, App. 3.6-C demonstrates, the amount of sediment estimated
to leave the site drops to .14 Tons/acrelyear. The field visit on September 8,2005 confirmed that
the Permittee has applied best management practices to control erosion and prevent sediments
frorn leaving the site.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS, PL^A.NS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512,-301-521, -301-s42, -901-692, -Bot-231.

Analysisl

Affeeted Area Boundary Maps
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The affected area will not change because of the rnodification to the reclamation plan for
Gravel Canyon.

Bonded Area Map

The bonded area will not change because of the modification to the reclamation plan for
Gravel Canyon.

Reclamation Backfitling And Grading Maps

Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-l0a provide cross sections and Exhibit 3.4-12 provides station
locations for the profile of Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-t0a provide cross sections and Exhibit 3.4-12 provides station
locations for the profile of the Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Exhibit 3.6-4 (revised 08/23104) illustrates the reclamation contours and cross-sections
for Options B and C being proposed that would leave more soil material in the canyon. This
exhibit presents cross-sections, and profiles of the proposed drainage configurations. Mr. Layne
Jensen, a P.E. registered in the State of Utah prepared the map and certified it properly.

The Permittee indicated in a letter dated March 19, 2004 to Daron Haddock that an as-

built topography map will be created from aerial photography of Gravel Canyon and the Willow
Creek Mine site.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

No facilities were associated with the reclamation of the Gravel Canyon site.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.6-4 shows Scenario B and C for the reclamation of Gravel Canyon. Scenario A
is shown in Exhibits 3.4-10 and 3.4-10a of the MRP. Exhibit 3.4-I2 provides station locations
for the profile of Gravel Canyon drainage under reclamation Option A.

Reclamation Monitoring And Sampling Location Maps

The Permittee indicated in a letter dated March 19, 2004 to Daron Haddock that an as-

built topography map will be created from aerial photography of Gravel Canyon and the \Millow
Creek Mine site. Soil sampling locations should be indicated on the As-Built to document the

sampling effort.
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Certification Requirem ents,

Layne Jensen certified the revised reclamation maps for Gravel Canyon. He is a
registered profession engineer.

Findings:

The infonnation provided meets the requirements of the Regulations.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 800; R64S-901-S00, et seq.

General

The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as on
5.75 acres of which 4.3 acres were disturbed pre-SMCRA acres in SEl/4SEl74 of Section
35, Township 12 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The Permittee provided as built drawing Exhibit 3.6-548 that shows acreage of disturbed
areas in Gravel Canyon topsoil storage site.
Exhibit 3.6-54B provides dates of completion forthe reclamation work and status of
bond release.
The Permittee included a brief history of the mining and reclamation activities,
There were no ponds within the substation area. The Permittee used surface roughening
techniques, such as pocking for sediment control.
The Permittee requested that the designated part of the bond for Gravel Canyon, which is
$159,000, be reduce to $95,400. The Permittee is seeking a60%obond reduction, which
is the maximum allowed under R645-30I -880.3 I 0.

Determination of Bond Amount

The currentbond forthe Willow CreekMine is $7,866,000, ofwhich $1i9,000 is for
reclaiming Gravel Canyon. The Permittee requested that 60% ($95,400) of the bond for Gravel
Canyon be released. After Phase I Bond releaseo the Division will have $63,600 to finish
reclamation of the Gravel Canyon site. The only remaining reclamation activity is vegetation,
The Division is confident that they can complete reclamation with $63,600 ($t t,000/acres.)

a

I
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Findingsr

The information in the amendment is adequate to meet the minimum requirements of this

section of the regulations,

O :\00703 8.WIL\FINAL\WG2243\WG2243fin.doc
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Pltu Mining Corporation
Willow Cheek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY lgt

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY7?4737

Fax: (435)4724782

ApLil 29, 2005

Mr Gary Harwood
Helper City
P.O. Box 221
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Noff9c!9ln o44{, !!!iltio=n for Ph#e r.Bo+J Seter&. Gravet Crnvon. Pteteru Mintne corrorrsor. wi[.*creek Mlne. (y002038. cerbon courtv. Utrh-
Dear Mr, Hanood:

Plateau MiniDg corporation, , P'o. Box 3Q 847 Nor&west Highvray l9l, Heber, UT g4526, a zubsidiary ofFoundation Coalcorpany , 999 corporate Blvd-, Linthicum uagnq un ztoio, t i 
""rygt"a 

rn"* I 
"rti" "pet"".a 

i,*lanootion plan for rhcapproximably 5.75 acres of lc"d in the Gravel Gnyon area of the willowcleek Mine. ftir ir 6La * *"t g rhe bacldllingandgrading and drainage cmhol requircmcnb for Phasc I rcclanatim in accordance with the apploved reclama6m plan Allearthworlg drainage contsol, md rcvegetation wcre corylcted in hc frll of 2004.

In accordance with the provisions ofR645-301-88Q of6c state ofutah R645-coal Mining Rules, this letier will serve asnotification that Platesu Mining cotporation intends no flc an rpplication with the utah piiirioo of oif,ii" and Mining forpartial releasc offtc performance bond posted for this opcration 
-

The surety bood posted for the wiuon' cleck Minr is $7,866,0ff ofvhich $159,000 is designate<l for tle Gravel crnyonrcclamation- Plateau Mining Cotporation ic see&ing releosc of $95,400 from t"'C1a*f C*!"i p.rd", of tt" t-0.
Gravel Canyon is located on tbe Helper, Utsh, U.S. Geologicsl Sun€y 7.5 minute quadrangle map. Tlrc rnile site is located 6so*belly Gulch, approxinably 3.5 miles nor& ofHclper,-utal m ru rouowing a&*m"a-r""a.i 

-_- 
-

Tovmship 12 Soudl. Rrnqc 9 Basr SLB&,IvL Utah
Section 35; SEV4 SE1/4

In acccdancs with 6c provisions ofR645-301{80 ofthe Statc ofUtah R645 Coal Miaing Rules, ftis lctter will sen e as
notifi- cation ftat-Plateau lvrining corporation 49dl to flc an ryplication *itl tt" ut"n pluiri* orol & aaa rr,rining rorpartial releese ofthe gertnnarcc toad poeted fc this opcration-

Tho su€ty b@d posted for &e willow chock Mioc is S7,866,000 of which $ 159,00o is deeignatc<t for ftc Grarrcl chnlm*F.d:. 
lhtesu M!ft! cgecatioa is see.king rcloarc of $95,400 fiom tle c.*r cr6-r p""ri- 

"r-[" 
bod" Allcarthwuk old rwcgetrtim hae boeir corylctcd m iic.

comen*o conclrning Phrse I bond relcasc ton the lcgal or cquitrblc ovmer of rccord of tho surfrc€ arear to be affecbd andftom tberedeml utah and local govermm agwies vnia voua have to initiate, itryt".*t;pe;;;rrilff;;; *
ltgojud yT 9f F land following reclanation should bc nrilcd to: Plaeau Mining corporati"q',qft*d*, bennis N Warc,P.O. Box 30, Hchcr, Ubh 84526.

If you bave any questions or need additioul irforrration, pleaec me at (435, 4724737 .
-^.Sirctlrelyr,/ ) If(/rzau*

Denrifs N, Warr
Contollcr and Administativc Manager

EnvironmentalrPernrit Actiorrs Castlc Gate/Adit No. l/land Owner Notification phase I



PIilu Mining Corporation
Willow Cbeck Mine

P,O. Box 30
847 NWHWY lgt

Helper, Utah 84526
(435',)4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April29, 2005

Carbon County Commissioners
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Dear Commissioners:

Plateau Mining Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northriest Highway l9l, Heher, UT 84526, a subsidiary of Fouadation Coal
Corryany , 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Hsiihb, MD 21D0, has coryleted Phasc I of thc approvcd nctamation phn for the
spproxinsbly 5.75 acres of land in the Gtavel Canyon area of the lflillow Cleck Minc. This is based on nccting 6e boclflling
and grading and drainage cotrol rEquircmffi for Phasc I r,eclanation in accordance with the approvcd tcclamation phn All
earthworl drainage conbol atrd revegetation were coryletcd in the hll of 20O4.

In accordsnc€ with the provisions ofR645-301-88O ofthe Sbte ofutah R6154oal Mining Rufeq 1[is lctt€r wi1 s€rvc a6
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation ituds to file o application with the Utah Division of Oi! Gas and Midng for
partial release ofthe perfomunce bond postcd for this o,peration.

'Ile surety bond posted for the Willow Creek Minc is $7,866,000 ofwhich $159,000 is d€.signrted for the Gravel Caayon
rtclamation plalsgu l'4ining Cdporatioa is seeking relcase of$95,400 frorn the Gravel Canyon portioa offre bond-

Gravel Canlon is located on thc Helpcr, Ubh, U,S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle nrap, The mine site is located in
Sowbelly Guld approximrtely 3.5 mil€s north ofHelper, Uhh on the following dcscribed lanrls:

Townshio 12 South. Raaqe 9 East SLB&I\' Utah
Scction 35: SEI/4 SEI/4

In accordance wilh the provisions ofR645-301-880 ofthc State ofUtah R6,15 Coal Mining Rules, rhir 1s166 qrill s€rv. ag
notilication that Plateau Mining Corpor.tiou iuEnds to file an application with the Ugh Division of Oi! Gas and Mnlng for
partial releasc of the perfmmncc bond poabd for ttis operatio"

The surety bmd postcd for thc Willow Cleek Mitrc is $7,866,000 ofvAich $ 159,000, is designrtcd for ltc Gravel Can],on
rcclamation" Platcau Miniag Corpcation is seeking rclcase of$95,4ffi ftom rhe Gravel Canyon portion oftbc boDd All
earthlyo* and r€v€getati@ has beeo coryleOd o sitc.

Conmcm concroring Phase t bond release ftom 6c lcgal or equitabtc o*aer ofrecord oftte surfrc€ gr€as b be aftcbd and
ftom the Fcdccal Utah and local goverment agcncics which would trvt to initiatc, iryl@nt, apptovc, or alftmizo fro
proposcd usc of thd land following reclanation should b€ mailcd to: Platear Mining Corporatioa Attcdion: Dennis N. Wus,
P.O. Box 30, Helpcr, Utah 84526.

If you have any qucstions or need additional informatio4 pleas e w at (435). 4724737 .

Sincerely, ,,/-) |

C92421-
Ddmis N. War€
Contoller and Adrrinistative Manager

Er|v: Ern iro||rDd.lPcl'tit Acti(ru C dco|!r'AdftNo. l/l|!d OwffiNotiicJimpl|!.I



Pftu Mining Corporation
Willow CreekMine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY tgt

Helper, Uteh 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Dave Levanger
Car-bon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main $treet
Price, Utah 84501

Re:

Dear Mr. Lerranger:

Plateau Midng Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwest llig[way 191, He$cr, UT 84526, a suboialiary ofFoundation Corl
C,oryany , 999 Corporab Blvd., Liuthicum Ileighb, MD 21090, has coryteted Pbase I of 6c 4proved itclanation plan for ftc
approxi@bly 5.75 acres of land in the Gravel Canyon orea of the Willow Cleck Miae. Itis is bascrl on ncailg 6g-b,cmli"g
and grading and drainag€ conhol requircments for Phas€ I rcclsmation in accordance with the approvod reclamatioa plo All
carthworl drainage contol, and revegetation were coryletcd in tbs frlI of2(M.

In accordancc with the provisions ofR645-301-880, oflhe Strt€ ofUtah R645-Coal Mining Rutes, this letter will serve as
notitrcation that Plateau Mining Corporation inbnds to file an application with tlre Utah pi"isio" of oi! oas and Miuiag for
partial rcleasc ofthe perfomrance bond posbd for this opcration-

The sur€ty boad posted for the Willow Crcck Min€ is $7,s66,000 of q&ich $ 159,000 iE designated for the Gravcl Canyon
rcclamation' Plateau Mining Coryoration is oeeking releasc of $95,4(X) &om the Gravel Cmlon portion ofthc boad.

Gravel Canyon is located on fte Hclper. Utab, U.S. Crcol%icd Survey 75 ninrte quadrargle 'naF. Tbe mine site ie located in
sovibelly Gulch' approxinutcly 3.5 miles noft ofrlelpcr, ubh on thc folowing a""ctiu.a-uoar,

Townshb 12 Soutb" R lrse 9 East SIB&Ivt Uhh
Scctim 35: SEV4 SEV4

In accotdarbe with fte provisionr ofR645-3ol-880 oflts Strte of Utsh R645 Cral Mining Rrrlee, ftis bttcr will scf,vc as
nofitrration tbrt Platcau Miaing Corporation intcode o file an applicatiolr with ftc Utah Divisim of Oq Crar anA Mining fot'
partial releasc of 6e performnce bmd postcd for thir opcrotiolr"

The sucty bud poeEd fot the Willow Ctee& Mitrc is $7,366000 of rvtich $159,000 ig dccign ed for 6i cr8vcl Canyon
Plateau Mining Corporati@ is sccking rclcoce of $95,4{x) fimr fte Gravcl Cofron pction of frc bond All

earthwork md revcgchtion has b€€n cbrylcbd on site.

Cotmort concenring Phase I bond rcl€ase ftm the legal or cquibblc owner of record of fte swfrce ar€as to be affcct€d 8nd
ftom thc lederal, Uah and local governmeirt agencioc vhich would have to initiate, inpteincot, approvc, or auftorize thc
gryngsed urc 9f the land following rcclamation should be nailed to: Plateau Mining Corporation-Atendon: Oemis N. Ware, .
P.O. Box 3Q lloger, Utah 84526.

If pu have any questioru u need additionat infonrution, p1fxlrf- rc il (435) 4724737 .
.^'

Sinc€relryf 
L

U,?r(/--
Demis N. Wale
Contoller and Administrative Menag€r

Env: EnvircmrnirvPcrril Actio||s c.ltlc O d^dit No. tIftd Ow|lGI Notificrtlofl pllr'c I



I Phlu Mining Corporation
WillowCteek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s14724737

Fax: (435)47U782

Re:

April29, 2005

Mr. Harold Cunningham
Utah Power and Light - Carbon Plant
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear Mr. Ouainghanr:

Plateau Mini4g Corporatioq , P.O. Box 30, 847 Nmthvest Ilighway 191, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundatiol Cool
Cotryany , 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heighis, MD 21090, bas coryleted Phasc I of thc ap,proved rcclaoation plm for fte
apprcximstely 5.75 acrcs of lald in the Grrvel Canyoa arca of the Willow Cheek Mirc. This is based on meeting ftc bocl66ling
and grading and drainage cotol rcquircmcmr for Phacc I lecL@tim in accordance with the approved rcclamation plan All
earthworlg drainage contol end revegetation wcre coryleted in the frIl of 2(X)4.

In accordance with lhe provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthc State of Utah R645-Coal Miniqg Rules, this lcthr will scrve as
notification thrt Plateau Miaing Corporation inbnds to file an application with thc Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial release offte perfonnance bond poe@d for lhis opcration.

The sure9 bood posted for the Willow Cle€& Minc is $7,86(000 ofwhich $159,000 is designabd for the Gravel Canyon
reclamation Pl,ateau Mining Corporation is see&ing releasc of $95,4@ froE fre Gravel Caayon portion ofthe bond"

Gravel Canyon is located m the Helper, Utah, U.S. Gcological Survey 7.5 minuc quadrangle nap. The mi''€ site is locabd in
Sovibelly Gulch, approximately 3.5 milee nor6 oflle$er, Utah oo the following described hnds:

Tovmshb 12 Sordr. Rnee 9 Bast SLB&M. Utrh
Section 35: SEl/4 SBl/4

In accordarcc with the provisions ofR645-301-880 ofthc Statc ofutah R645 coal Mining Ruleq tbis letbt wil scwG a8
mtification Sc Plateau Mining Corporation ituds to fle an epplication with tbe Utah Division of Oil, Gae ond Mining for
partial releasc of the perfcmnce bmd pocbd for Sir opcration

The surcty bmd posbd for thc Willow Ge€ft Mine is i7,866,000 of vthich $159,000 b dcsignrted for ru Ctrvet caa:ron
reclsoatim" Platcau Mining C.orporation ir ecc&ing rclcase of $95,rfiX) fomftc Grovel Cal5on pomioh of ftc bold" All
e.rths,ork sod r€vcgctrtion brs boen cor4letcd on sito..

Conment coocecning Pbasc I bond rclcasc ftom thc lcgal or equitablc owner ofreconl ofthe surftc€ arcss to be rtrccbd and
from the Fcderal, Utah and local governmcnt agcncies rvtich voull have to initiste, iryl€dncor, approve, or anthorize &c
proposed uee of &e land following reclanatim should be nailcd to: Plateau Mining Corporation, Atbntioa: Donir N. Wa1p,
P.O. Box 30, Ilelpcr, Utah 84526.

If you have any questionr or need additional infotnatioq please w, tt (435) 4724737.

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Administrative Manager

Ettv: EnvimnmentaUPermit Actious Castle Gate/Adit No. l/land Owner Notification Phase t



Pllru Mining Corporation
Willow Creek Mine

P.O. Box 30
84? NWHWY I9I

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4'124737

Fax: (435)4?24782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Roger tWheeler

Director Land Management
American Elecfric Power
700 Morrison Road
Galranna, Ohio 43230-6642

Re:

Dear Mr. Tltbcclcr:

Plateau Mining Corporatioo, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwcet Highway 191, Hclpcr, UT 84526, a subsi<tiary ofFoundation Coal
Conpany , 999 Corporatc Blvd-, Linthic0m Hsigh, MD 21090, has corylctcd Phrsc I of the approvcd reckmation plan for the
approximrtely 5'75 acres of land in the Gravcl Caulron uca oftre Willow Creck Mine. This is bascd on mceting theiackflling
andgrading ed &aimg€corlrol requirffi for Phasc I rcclamation in accordance with the approved reclamaion plan All -
earrhwork, drainage cont6! and rcvcgeation wro coryleted in the frll of 20M.

In accordsnc€ with dre provisions ofR645-301-88Q ofthc statc of utah R645-coal Mining Rules, rtrir !s6g1 will rcrv. as
notification 6at Plateau Mining Corpomtim intends to file an application n ifr the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial relcasc ofdrc perfornance bond pos&d for this operation

The surety bond posted for the Willow G€ck Min€ is $7,866,000 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for thc Gtavel Canlon
reclamation Platcau Mining Corporation is scc.ling relcasc of$95,400 ftom the Gravel Canyon portion ofrhe bond.

Gravel Caaym is located on thc Hclpcr, Utab, U.S. Geological Suwey 7.5 mirute quadrarglc map. The mine aite is located in
SowSely Grlcb, approxi@tely 3.5 miles norft of HcSer, Uhh m the following deecribeillands:

Toqmshio 12 Soutb- Ranse 9 BasL SLB&I\d. Utah
Sestion 35: SEl/4 sEl/4

In accotdincc wift fte provisions of M45-301{80 of dp sue of uhh R645 coal Mining Rulcg, rLiF lctbr will s€rv€ as
not'rfic|tion tbat PLtcsu Mining Corporatim irydg to file an rylicstion wi& tle Utan Oivision of Oi! Gas aad Mining for
partial releaec of ftc perfoomarcc bod posed fc ftis operatio.

Tbe qrcty bmd postcd for thc lVillow Cteet Mino is i?,S66,000 of rvti& g 159,000 is dcsignatcd for 6c Gravcl Canyo.
Ptreau Mining Corpomtiol ir rccking rclcare of895,4$ ftom tbe Gravet Canyon portioa ofthe botl(t All

earthwork md Evegetation has bcen corylecd on site.

coumnts cqcccnifg Phage I l,otld nelease from fre legat or equitablc owrer of rccord of the sulhc€ aleas to b€ affcced ald
fron &o ldersl Utah anil local governrncnt agcncior wtich vnuld have to initiotr, iqlcmont, opprovg c authorize the
proposcd urc of fte land following reclarnation should be nril€d to: Platoan Mining Corpomtion 

-Att€'nti@: 
DcnniE N; w6re,

P.O. Box 30, Hcher, Ubh 84526.

If you have any Ere,stions c nced additioaal infonoatio4 plcxrse rc st (435) 4l,24737 .

:.ffi,
Confroller and Adminisfrative Manager

Ettr'; EnvironnrnhUPernrit Aclions Crstle Gate/Adit No. l/tand Owner Notificrtiorr phase I



Plailu Mining Corporation
WillowCreek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utsh 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)47U782

April 29,2005

Mr. Phil Palmer
Price River Water Irnprovement District
P.O. 903
265 South Fairgrounds Road
Price, Utah 84501

Re: lpti{ciflgn ofAonucrdo,n for Piree I Bond Relerre. Grrvel Crnvon. Pleteau Mlnlne Corporafion Wllow
Creek Mlnc. C7007/038. Carbon Comty. Ut h

Dear Mr. Paher:

Plateau Midng Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Notthwest Highvay l9l, He$cr, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
Coryany , 999 Corporab Blvd., Lintticun Heighs, MD 2f 090, has co'qlcted Phase I of the approvcd reclamation plaa fc 6e
approximatcly 5.75 acrc.s of land in the Gravcl Gnyon aree of llc Willow Ctcek Mine. This is based on mccttrg rto tacl6ltilg
atd gradirg md drainage contol requirerneirt for Phaee I reclamtion in accordance with thc approved rcclamation plan All
earrhvod drainage contol, and revegetrtion vrcre corylcted in the frlI of2004.

Iu accordancc with the provisiori of R645-301-880, ofthe State ofutah R6454oal Mining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification tlat Placau Mining Corporation inbnds to file an application with the Uah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial rclease ofthe perfomuace bond posted for ltis operation.

Th9 sgre-ty bond posted for the Willow Creek Mine is $7,866p00 ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for the Gravel Ca:r1on
reclanurtion Plateau Mining Cotporatio is scrking rreleasc of$95,4(X) fror the Gravel Cenyon portion ofthe bond-

Gmvel Caqron is located on the He$et, Ubh, U.S. G€ological Swvey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The rnine si6 is loc.ted in
Sovbelly Guld approximably 3.5 miles north ofHclper, Utah olr the following desqib€d lands:

Toqroship 12 Sortrlr. Rrnse 9 BasL SLB6;IU. Utah
Section 35: SEl/4 SEI/4

In accodancc wift the plovieions ofR645-301{80 oftho Strte ofUhh R645 Cool Mining Rulcs, rhia lefi€r $i 8€flc ar
notification ttct Plsbru Mining Corporatim inods b file an qlication with the Utrh Division of Oil, (hs and Minilg fu '
partial relcasc of fte perfomance bond postcd ftr ftis opention-

Ite suety bond poeted fc ftc trfillow Crcek ltftoc is $7,866,ffi0 ofvrhich $159,000 is d€signated for fte Chavel Carym
reclamltio. Phtcau Mhing Ccporatio ir soc&hg tclcasc of$95,400 ftom the Gnvcl Gnyonportiol of ftc bod. 

-AIl

cartlwo* md revegetatim has bccn corylctcd on rite.

Cotmcnts conccrning Phase I bond rclcase Aom tbc legd or equibblc owner of record of tLe surfrcc aroas to be affecbd adl
fron 6e Fcdcral Utah and local govermrcnt agcncies vihich would have to initiat€, iryl€mEnt, approv6, or authorize thc
proposcd use ofthe land following reclamatiou should be msiled to. p161ssu yinhg Corporatiou" Attention: Deonir N. Ware,
P.O. Box 30, Hclpcr, Utah 84526.

If you have aay Ercstions or nccd additionsl infcmation, please rc, ct (435, 4724737 .

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Administrative Manager

llnr': EnvirotrnrentaUPemrit Actiorrs Castle Gate/Adit No. liland Owner Noti{ication Phase I



prilIhu Mining corporation
WillowCreekMine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY t91

Helper, Utah 84526
(43514724737

Fax: (435)472-4782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Pahick Gubbins
Bureau of Land Managernant
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Noflfc!$pn o!Ap- pllqldqo &t PhJ"" I,Bonl Sele"r" G""""I C.o"on. Pl"tc"u Mlnlon Cor-refloo. W lot
Creek Mlne. C/007/03t Carbon Counfv. Uteh

Dear Mr. Gubbins:

Platceu Mining Cotporatiolr, , P.O..Box 30, 84? Northweet Higbvay I9l, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidirry ofFoundation Coal
Corryany , 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Height, MD 2t090, has coryletcd Phase I of tbe apptoved fubmatioa plan for 6e
approximaEly 5.75 acres of l""d in ftc Gravcl Ca4ion arca ofthc 11r low Gec& t,ti*. rlt ir i*.A o" ncetng tl"i""m1iqg
and grading and drainage conhol rcquiraneots fq Phase I rcclanution in accqrtance with thc approved reclamatioa pfm. A11
earthworl rtainage contol, and rwegetation vrerc corylebd in the frll of 2004.

In accordancc with the provisions ofR645-301-880, ofthc State ofubh lt645-Coall Miniag Rules, this lettcr will servc as
notific.tion ltat Phteau Mining Corporation inteirds to file an application with tbe Utah Oiision of Oi! Gas and Mining for
partial releasc of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety boud posted for thc Willow Cle€k Mino is $7,866,000 ofvrhich $ 159,000 is designated for tbe Gravel Canym
reclamatim' Plateau Mining Coaporation ic sccking relcase of$95,400 ftom thc Ciravel Crn5on portion offrc bond-

Gravel Canyol is tocated on the llelpcr, Uta\ U.S. Ocological Suwey 7.5 ninuc quadraagle rnap. The minc site is locaad in
Soibclly &rlcb, appoximatcly 3.5 milcs trorth of Hclpec, Utah on thc folowing a&crnea-tanasi

Towtrship 12 Soutb. Rrnse 9 Bast SLB&lvt Ubh
Scction 35: SBI/4 SEl/4

In accordancc wi6 the p'oririonr of R645-301{80 of |tc Sate of Uoh R645 coal Mining Ruleg this lm will eervc ao
aotification frat Plateau Mining Corporation 4g0dl to flc an Wlicatiol with thc Utoh Oloiri* of Oq O"r ao6 Mining fot
padial rcloore of6c pcrformancc bond posted for thic qpcratioa

The surcty bod postcd for tbc Willow O,cc,k Mirc ir $7,866,m0 of vfiich $159,@ is rtccignated for rhc Gravcl chryoo.
Plrtau Mining C,orporatioa is scc&ilg rclcasc of $SS,400 Aorn 6c chovel Ce{on portion of the boftL A[

carthwo[k ed scvcgetttion hrs b€€n coql€tcd or site.

cor'-rnt cmcerning Phase I bond release fim fte lcgal or equitable owner of rccord of 6e gu&ce uras to bc oftctcd arld
ftom theledcral Utah and local govcrnnimt agcnciee rifiich vould havc to initiatc, iqlem€nt, .pe."o, ; 

"nth6aio, 
6"

proposcd ure of thc land following reclarmtion should be nsil€d to: Plateau Mining Corporation 
'A$endoff 

Dponis N, Warc,
P.O. Box 30, Helpor, Utsh 84526.

Ifyoir havc ary questions or need additioaal information, plcosc rne *(435) 4724737.

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Adminishative Manager

Ettr': Envirottnrental/Penuit Ac(ions Castle Gate/Adit No. l/l.and Owner Notification phase I



Prrt u Mining Corporation
WillowCreek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43sY724737

Fax: (435)4724782

I

I

April 29, 2005

Mr. Kevin S. Carter
Director
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration
675 East 500 South, Suite 500
Salt I-ake City, Utah 84102-2818

Re: Nodn"lgpo olApDLlq"SoJ fgt P[S* I Bond B"l*" Gt"*l c*roo. Pt"t".o Mloloo co-o""tioo. wltto*
Creek Mlne. C/007/038. C.rbotr Countv. Utrh

Dear Mr. Cartec

Plateau Mining Corporation, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northvrect Ilighwdy 191, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary ofFoundation Coal
c,orryany , 999 corporatc BIvd-, Linthicrrn Heightr, MD 21090, has coryleted Phrsc I of tbc approvcd ieclamtion ptan for the
apPro:dnably 5.75 acres of letd in.fte Gravel Canyon area of the lVillow Crcck Uinc. nis is t"eea on nccting ftci"d.rli'rg
andgradiry and draiDAge contol rcquiremcnt for Phasc l rccluedm in rccontalce with the appmved rcclaoaio phn All -
earthworl drainage contsol, and revegebtim vrcrc conplebd in thc frlt of 2004.

In accordance with the pmvisions ofR645-301-880, ofthe Statc ofUbh R645€oal Mining Rules, this lettcr will serve as
notification that Plateau Mining Corporation intends to file an application with tlc Utah Division of oil, Gas ald Mining for
partial rclease ofthe pcrformance bond poabd fc this operation

The surety bond posted for thc Willow Cteck Mine is $?,866,000 ofc/hich $ 159,000 is dcsignated for tlc Gravel C-anyon
reclamation Platcau Miting Coryoration ie sccking release of$95,400 frm trc Gravel Canlon portion oftlc bond-

Gravel Canym is located m fte Hclper, Utrh, U,S. Geological Survey 7.5 minrtc qua&angle map. The nine site ls located in
sowbelly Gulcb, approximably 3.5 miles mrth of Hehcr, utah on the following dcsc"tt"d t-d",

Towrshftr 12 Soutb. Rrnec 9 Bast SLB&lvt Ubh
Section 35: SEI/4 SBI/4

In acccdocc with fte lrovirions of R645301{80 of fto Strb of Uhh Rdl5 Coal Mining Rul€s, thfu lcth x,ill s€rve rg
aotifitation ftat Plateau Mioing Cotporadm igdl to file a! rpplication wit frc Utah pivision of Oi! Grc and Mining for
partial rcleaec ofthe perfornance bond poobd for 6ir operrtiou

The suety bond posted for the lVillow Geek Minr i8 $7,866,000 of rtric.h $ 159,000 is designrfcd for lho Chivel canlron
rechrntion" Platceu Mining Cotponatim ie sccfting rcIeaec of $95,4{X) fionttc Gravel Cal)ian portim of fte bo|trd. All
carthwo* and lcvcgctatiG has becir oo4lctcd m cie.

Comnorc conceidng Phace I bond rclcarc Aom ftc lcgat or equiuble ovrcr ofrccord oftlc surfrc€ atoar to bc off€ctcd iud
from theTed€ml Utsh and local governmeol ageocicr ndich routd have to initirb, irylcm€oq Ap."", - -ftorioo d; --
Pro,Posed uec of the land following rcclamation should bc milcd to: Plotcau Mining Corporation 

'Atteodoa: 
Domis N. Warc,

P.O. Box 30, Ilc$er, Utah 84526.

Ifyou bavc any qncstions or necd sdditiood informatioo, pleasc me at(435) 4724737,

Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Adminisfrative Manager

Ettr': Environnrental/Penrrit Actiorrs Castle GatdAdit No. l/ltnd Owner Notification phase I



f f atu Mining Corporation
WillowCreek Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Uhh 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Hugh Kitl'ham
State of Utah
D€,parfurnt of Transportation
940 South Cubon Avc,nue
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notlficrfion of Aonllcedon for Phrse I Bond RelercE Gravcl Crnvon Platceu Mlnlnq Corporetlon Wlllow
Creck Mlne. C/007/038. Crrbon Countv. Utrh

Dear Mr. Kirltam

Platcau Minfug Coryoration, , P.O. Box 30, 847 Northwest Highmy l9l, Helper, UT 84526, a subsidiary of Formdation CoaI
Conpany , 999 C-orporate Blvd., Linthicum Heighb, MD 21090, has coryletcd Phase I of the appoved reclamation planfor thc

. approxiEatcly 5.75 acrcs of lsnd in tbc Grrvel Canlon alca oflie Srilbw Cteek Miae. This is brsed on ncaing 6o becldlling
and grading and drainage contol requiremart forPhssc I Fecl@ation in accordance with &e approved reclunation plan Atl
earthworl drainage conhol and revegetotion wc corylcted in the fill of 2fiX.

In accordancc wift the prcvisions ofR645-301-880, offte Strte of Utah R6454oal 1,[ining Rules, this letter will serve as
notification thrt Plateau Mining Corporation introds to filc ar application with tte Utah Division of Oil Gas and Miniag foi
partial release ofthe performancc bond posted for thie operation

The surety bond posted forthe Willow Ge€k Mins is $7,866,fi[ ofwhich $ 159,000 is designated for thc Gravel Caayon
reclamtion Plateau Mining Corporation ic sce&ing releasc ofS95,4ffi fion tbs Gravel Canyon portion of the bond.

Gravel Canym is located on thc Hclper, Utah, U.S. Gieological Suwoy 7.5 minrte quadrangle rnap. Thc mine rib is locatcd in
Sowbclly Gulch, approximately 3.5 mil€s trc6 ofH€lpcr, Utah on trc following deecribed lands:

Towlshb 12 Soufr Ranqe 9 Bssf SLB&M. Utrh
Sec'tim 35: SBI/4 SEl/4

In acccdarce with thc provisimi of R645-301{80 of 6c Strb of Ufrh R545 Coal Mfuing Rulee, thic 1656 *;11 reI* .t
rctification 6st Phi6dr Miniry Corporofion inEnds b fil€ a! qplication with 6c Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for
partial r€Icoso of thc pcrforoance bond poetd for ftie qcrCion-

Thc culcty bond post€d for 6c Willow Chcclr Miuc is 07,866,000 of wliich $159,000 is dcsignatcd for thc ftawl Can1,or.
rrclamlio|L Plabou Mhiry Corpomtim ic rcctring rcleroc of $95,4(n fromftc Ghovet Canyon portiolr of the Uord. All
esrthv,o* aod rcvcgctation hae bcen corylebd m eib.

Comcm concrening Phaee I bond rclcase ftom frc legd or cquitrble owaer of record of the surfrce aleas to be afrected and
fton the Fe&mL Utah and local governmt agencieo rvtich would hrvo b ioitiate, irylcmrnt, rpprovc, or authorize frc
proposed usc of |he land following reclarration sbottld bc nrild to: Plagau Mining Corporatioo, Attentiou Dennie N. Ware,
P.O. Box 30, Hclpcr, Uhh 84526.

Ifyou have any Ercstions or nced additionrl information, pleaee me * (435) 4724737.

Sincerelyr,-) ,,#*-&
Conholl€r od Administativc Mtnsgcr

Erv: Bwiromr .yP.rmit Acrionr C|ttl. G y'Adit No. l/I[dow.rNotift.tim n!!c I
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J'HN R. BAZA Permitee:
Divifion Director OpefatOf:

Site:

Address:

County:

Permit Type:

Permit Status:

PLATEAU MINING CORP

PLATEAU MINING CORP

WILLOTIV CREEK MINE

PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526.0030

CARBON

PERMAN ENT COAL PROG RAIiJI

ACTIVE

Permit Number: c0070038
Inspectlon Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Start Date/Time: 9/8/2005 1140:00 PM

End Dateffime: 9/8/2005 2:20:00 PM

Last Inspection:

Inspector: WavFe YVggtern. Environmental Scientist l.l!

Weather: Warm with gleql to partlv cloudy skies

lnspectionlD Report Number: @
Accepted bp pgrubaug

12t15t2005

E Underground

t] Surface

E Loadout

f, Processtng

I Reprocessing

Mineral Ownership Types of OperationsGurrent Acreages

14,670.00 Total Permitted
161 .55 Total Disturbed

Phase I

Phase ll

Phase lll

M Federal

tr state

tr Gounty

U Fee

E other

Report rummaty and statut for pendlng entorcement acdlom, pormlt condltlons, Dlytslon Orde|t, and amondmentr:

Phase I Bond Release Willow Creek Mine Gravel Gan)ron Topsoll Storage Area - 4.3 acres. The Dlvislon determlned
that Gravel Canlron met the minimum requlrements for Phas€ | Bond release.

Inspector's $ignature : Date Tuesday, $eptember 27,2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll

Inspector lD Number: 42

Hote; This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of mmpliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 West North Templen Suite 1210, FO Box 145801, $alt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
telephone (801) 538-5340 r facsimile (801) 359-3940 r TTY (801) 538-7458.,xyyt.ogm.utah.gov

State Dana Dean EnvlronmentalScientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll

State PamelaGrubaugh-Littig EnvironmentalManager

State Priscilla Burton Environmentral $cientist lll



PermitNumber: C0070038

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspectlon Date: Thursday, $eptember 08, 2005

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Inspection Gontinuation Sheet

Page 2 of 3

REY//EW 9E PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANaARDS PERMTT CONDTTiON REAWEEAE-NTS

1, Substantiate the e/ernenfs on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
a. For COMPLETE inspecfions provide nanative justification for any elemenfs not fully tnspecfed unless element rs nof

appropriate to the sife, rn which case cfieck Not Applicahle.
b. For PARTIAL inspections check only the e/ements evaluated.

2, Document any noncompliance sltuafion by raferenca the NOVissued at the appropriate pefformance standard ltsted helow.
3. Reference any nanatives written in conjunction with fhfs inspecfion at the appropiate parformace standard /rsfed below.
4. Provide a brief sfafus rcpoft for all pending enforcement actions, permit canditions, Divison Oders, and amendments.

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

EUmn
2. Signs and Markers nnnT
3. Topsoil iltrtrM

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions TEnE
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments t trtr!
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures ntrfM
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring trIfn
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations trTtrn
5. Explosives ilnnn
6. Disposalof Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches rnnn
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments nnuT
8. NoncoalWaste nf,trtr
g. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues f IIu
10. Slides and Other Damage TnlT
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation trtr!n
12. Backfilling And Grading nMuE
13. Revegetation TMnm

14. Subsidence Control Ttrtrf
15. Cessation of Operations ftrTf
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing ntrxx
16.b Roads: Drainage Gontrols Tnnn
17. OtherTransportation Facilities nilnn
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations nnnn
19. AVS Check Tnntr
20. Air Quality Permit Tfrtr
21. Bonding and lnsurance Tnff
22. Other nnItr



Permit Number:

lnspection Type:

lnspection Date:

c0070038

BOND RELEASE

Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Gontinuation $heet

Page 3 of3

1. Permits, thange. Transfer. Bqnewal, Sale

Beginning in 1984, this area was used as a topsoil storage site. The area was used
as a gravel pit prior to mining. There were no portals and no highwalls. One
intermittent drainage bisects the site.

3. Topsoil

The Gravel Canyon storage site held 107,639 CY of topsoil (MRP, Table 4.2-1),of
that, 65,000 CY was removed and used to cover the waste in Schoolhouse Canyon
(As Built App. 3.6D, Sec. 3.6-4A8). The remaining soil at the site was graded and
pocked and seeded in the Fall of 2004. (Laboratory analysis of the remaining soil is
found in Appendix 3M.) There were no signs of erosion.

4rq HydrolosiqF4lance: Diversions

Drainage channel was not lined with pyramat, instead the design used riprap covered
with soil (per Earthfax Channel filter design MRP, Sec 3-6, App. 3-68).

12. HFgkfillins And Grfldins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes as similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: There are no highwalls on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.

Long Term Static Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.

13, Reveqetfltign

Seeded in Fall 2004, Hay/Straw still visible.



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Price Field Office
125 South 600 West

Price, UT 84501
http : //www.blm. gov/utalr/price/

ffiECtrtVED

ocT 2 0 2005

Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Permit Supervisor
Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
P. O. Box 145801
1594 West North Temple Street, Suite 12l0
salt Lake city, utah 94114-5901

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & fuIINING

Subject: Phase I Bond Release, Castle Gate and Willow Creek Mines, Plateau Minin
Corporation

I -' l

Dear Mrs. Gmbaugh-Littig:

The Bureau of Land Management (BlM)'hds'beeii+ibkbO to respond if our agency has
any objections or concerns with regards to a Phase I bond release (reclamation bond) for
the subject mines. Mining facilities and disturbances in Hardscrabble and Sowbelly
Canyons were associated with the old Castle Gate Mines, while facilities at Adit No. I
and Gravel Canyon are associated with the Willow Creek Mines.

ff you have and questions or comments, please ccintact Stephen Falk of my staff at 435-
636-3605.

: , i -,..J...,r a .1r.,....-rr, l''
'1. .,i-'.i',''. 1- :.' :".

UT-923, SD, Utah

3484
sL-029093-0466s3

(uT-070)

TATtE FRTnh"lt*/NMERIeA

:-

cc:

Field Manager



UTATI DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
STATE DECISION DOCUMENT

For
Phase I Bond Release

Castle Gate Holding Company
Castle Gate Mine

Sowbelly Gulch Substation/flardscrabble Substation/Adit #l
c/007/0004

Carbon County, Utah

February 16,2006

cqNTENTS

+

tr

Administrative Overview

Chronology

Findings

Recommendation for Phase I Bond Release

Technical Analyses, February 15, 2006 (Sowbelly Gulch Substation, Hardscrabble
Substation and Adit #l)

Affidavits of Publication

Notification Letters to Landowners

Phase I Bond Release Inspection Reports

BLM Concurrence Letter, October 20,2005



AD MINSTRATIVE OYERYIE W

Castle Gate Holding Company
S owbel ly Gu lch S ubstation/flardscrabb le Substation/Ad it # I

Castle Gate Mine
c/007/0004

Carbon County, Utah

February 16,2006

ACTION

Phase I bond release is requested for the Castle Gate Mine's Sowbelly Gulch Substation,
Hardscrabble Substation and Adit #1. The bond release amounts are:

Sowbelly Gulch Substation 1.80 acres $65,000
Hardscrabble Substation 0.7? acres $51,000
Adit #l 3.00 acres $74,054 (1.7 acres disturbed, 1.3 acres

undisturbed)

The total phase I bond release request for the Castle Gate Mine at these three sites
is: $L90n054 on 5.52 acres.

FAeKGRp_IrNp

Castle Gate Mine

The Castle Gate Mine Complex is located approximately l0 miles north of Price, Utah, in
the Wasatch Plateau coal fields in Carbon County. The disturbed areas are in Hardscrabble
Canyon (39 acres), Sowbelly Gulch (21 acres), and Price Canyon [AditNo.l (3 acres)J. The
bonded or disturbed area for the entire Castle Gate Mine complex is 63 acres.

The initial permit was issued to the Price River Coal Company on December 24, 1984.

Castle Gate Coal Company acquired the right to mine the western reserves and obtained a permit
transfer on May 30, 1986. On May 25,1991, the Division approved the permit transfer from
Castle Gate Coal Company to Amax Coal Company. On July 2, 1996, the Castle Gate permit
was transferred from Amax Coal Company to Amax Coal Holding Company, which became
Amax Coal Company again on August 5, 1996. The permit was transferred to the cunent
Permittee, Castle Gate Holding Company, on September I I, 1998.

In May 1995, the Division received an application from Cyprus Plateau Mining
Corporation to permit the eastern coal reserves and a portion of the Castle Gate Mine as the new
Willow Creek Mine. In April 1996, the Willow Creek Mine was permitted, and its permit area

overlapped with that of the Castle Gate Mine. In June of 1997, the Castle Gate and Willow
Creek lvlines were split apart which left the Castle Gate Mine with the Sowbelly Gulch,
Hardscrabble Canyon, and Adit No. I areas. The Schoolhouse Canyon refuse area, the Castle



Gate preparation plant, Crandall Canyonn the Gravel Canyon topsoil storage area, and a refuse
storage area (a site previously reclaimed by the Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation program)
were all transferred to the Willow Creek Mine. Curuently, the Castle Gate preparation plant has

been dismantled and reclaimed under the Willow Creek Mine permit.

Hardscrabble Canvons - Phase I and I Bond Release

Intensive mining has occuned in Hardscrabble Canyon since the 1880's, when Teacum
Pratt opened the first operation for house coal. Mining activities were consolidated in 197t,
under the Braztah Corporation, which in turn became the Price River Coal Company on
December l, 1979.

The preparation plant in Hardscrabble Canyon was dismantled and removed when the

coal preparation plant at Castle Gate began operating in January of 1979. Thereafter, coal
transportation from Hardscrabble canyon was by underground conveyor directly to the Castle
Gate preparation plant through Adit No. I in Price Canyon.

Waste from the defunct Hardscrabble preparation plant had been deposited at the north
end of the canyon, at the intersection of trvo tributaries to the main ephemeral drainage, blocking
their flow paths. The waste pile, dubbed Goose Island, was reclairned in 1984, A portion of the
canyon was reworked in 1999 (see Exhibit 3.3-23).

Reclamation work took place throughout Hardscrabble Canyon during the years 1993

through 1999 and 2002 (substation). The road through the disturbed area was altered but left in
place for the postmining land use. ln 1997, AMAX Coal Company, Castle Gate Holding
Company's predecessor, received an Earth Day Award from the Board of Oil, Gas, and Mining
for "outstanding final reclamation and site restoration". The company was commended for
enhancing the postmining land use by restoring the canyon to a more natural configuration and
paying particular attention to wildlife habitat while providing more stable water flow channels
and better downstream water quality.

The disturbed area boundary at the Hardscrabble complex encompasses 39.0 acres, of
which 36.76 acres are actually disturbed and 2.24 acres comprise abufferzone along the
perimeter that was not disturbed. The Hardscrabble Phase I bond release application was

conditionally approved (with OSM concurrence) on January 25,2001 for 29.9 acres. (This 29.9

acre figure included the 2.2 acres of buffer zone and the 27.7 acres ofNo. 3 and No. 4 mines
reclaimed area.) Final approval of the Phase I bond release was effective February 14,2001.
There are also 8.79 acres in the reclaimed Goose Island refuse pile, which received Phase I bond
release in 1985. In all, 38.7 acres have received Phase I bond release to date.

The area in Hardscrabble Canyon eligible for Phase II bond release included all the area

within the 39 acre disturbed area boundary except the road (1.21 acres) and the recently
reclaimed substation [0.78J. There were 37.1 awes that received Phase II bond release on June

5,2003.

The Hardscrabble substation (0.7}aeres) was reclaimed in the fall of 2002. This
substation wasn't reclaimed with the rest of the site because of the question of whether or not



this substation would be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The Willow Creek
Mine went into temporary cessation on December 1 l, 2000 (due to a mine fire) and into
permanent cessation on September 6, 2002.

Sowbelly Gulch - Phase I and Phase [I Bond Release

The Sowbelly Disturbed area encompasses 2l acres- Reclamation grading started in the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the disturbed area in 1993 and continued through 1995. Phase I bond
release of 18.2 acres at Sowbelly was approved on January 31, 1997 (excluding the substation).
Work on the substation was completed in 2002. Phase II for Sowbelly Gulch (except the
substation) was approved on June 5, 2003.

The Sowbelly Gulch substation (1.84 acres) was reclaimed in the fall of 2002. This
substation wasn't reclaimed with the rest of the site because of the question of whether or not
this substation would be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The Willow Creek
Mine went into temporary cessation on December I 1, 2000 (due to a mine fire) and into
permanent cessation on September 6, 2002.

Adit #l

Adit #l (3.0 acres, 1.7 acres reclaimed and 1.3 acres undisturbed) was reclaimed in the
fall of 2002. Adit #l was going to be used in conjunction with the Willow Creek Mine. The
Willow Creek Mine went into temporary cessation on December I l, 2000 (due to a mine fire)
and into permanent cessation on September 6, 2002.



CITRONOLOGY FOR PIIASE I BOND RELEASE

Castle Gate Hotding Company
S owbel ly Gulch S ubstation/Flardscrabble Substatior/Adit # 1

Castle Gate Mine
c/007/0004

February 16,2006

Septemb er 21, 2004 CGHC sends letters to local governments and property owners of
proposed bond release at Hardscrabble substation and Sowbelly
substation: Roger Wheeler, American Electric Power Service
Corporation, Mark Mackiewicz, Bureau of Land Management, David
Levanger at the Carbon County Planning and Zoning and William
Krompel of the Carbon County Commission.

April 29, 2005 CGHC sends letters to local governments and property owners of
proposed bond release at Adit # I : Roger Wheeler, American Electric
Power Service Corporation, Patrick Gubbins, Bureau of Land
Managemento David Levanger at the Carbon County Planning and Zoning,
Carbon County Commissioners, Gary Harwood at Helper City, Harold
Cunningham at the Utah Power and Light Carbon Plan, Phil Palmer Price
River Water Improvement District, Kevin Carter at School and

Institutional Trust Lands Administration, and Hugh Kirkam at the

Department of Transportation in Price.

May 5, 2005 Castle Gate Holding Company (CGHC) subrnits application for Adit #l
for Phase I bond release.

May 25, 2005 CGHC submits an application for the Hardscrabble substation for phase I
bond release.

June 13, 2005 CGHC submits an application for the Sowbelly substation for phase I
bond release.

April 7 , t4,21
and 28,2005

May 28,2005

June 21,28 July 5
and 12,2005

Phase I bond release published in the Sun Advocate for both of the

substations at Hardscrabble and Sowbelly.

End of comment period for phase I bond release at the substations at

Hardscrabble and Sowbelly. No comments received.

Phase I bond release published in the Sun Advocate for Adit #1.



August 12,2005

August 16,2005

September 8,2005

End of comment period for phase I bond release at Adit #1. No comments
received.

Division sends letters of invitation to private landowners Bill Diamanti,
KC Jensen, Stephen Standley , Price lffater District, State Institutional
Trust Lands Administration, Bureau of Land Management, Utah
Department of Transportation and Office of Surface Mining to advise
them of the bond release inspection to be held September 8o 2005.

Phase I bond release inspections conducted. In attendance:

Hardscrabble Substation
Dennis Ware, CGHC
Sue Burger, BLM
Rex Sacco, Carbon County Planning and Zoning
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Steve Fluke, DOGM

Sowbelly Substation

Dennis Ware, CGHC
Rex Sacso, Carbon County Planning and Zoning
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Steve Fluke, DOGM

Adit #1

Dennis Ware, CGHC
Steve Falk, BLM
Priscilla Burton, DOGM
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, DOGM
Wayne Western, DOGM
Dana Dean, DOGM



PHASE I BOND RELEASE F'INDING$

Castle Gate Holding Company
Sowbel ly Gulch Substation/Flardscrabble Substation/Adit # I

Castle Gate Mine
c/007/0004

' Carbon County, Utah

F'ebruary 16,2006

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The Phase I bond release findings for the substation at Sowbelly and Hardscrabble
Canyons and Adit #l are in the attached Technical Analysis dated February 15,20A6, All
landowners were notified on the Phase I bond release application and were advertised for four
consecutive weeks in the local paper. No comments were received during the public comment
period. A bond release inspection was conducted on September 8, 2005. No problems were
identified. BLM concuffence was received on October 20,2005.

PHASE I BONp BEL. EASE RECOMMENIIATIpN

The Permittee has met the requirement by demolishing structures, backfilling and

grading, topsoil placement and seeding at Sowbelly Gulch Substation, Hardscrabble Canyon
Substation and Adit #1. It is recommended thatthe following amount be released for phase I:

Sowbelly Gulch Substation 1.80 acres $65,000
Hardscrabble Substation 0.72 acres $51,000
Adit #l 3.00 acrss $74,054 (1.7 acres disturbed, 1.3 acres

undisturbed)
The total acreage for this phase I bond release request is 5.52 acres.

The total phase I bond release for Castle Gate Mine at these three sites is:
$190,054 for 5.52 acres.

On approval of this request, establishment of vegetation at these sites will be required for
Phase II bond release at the Sowbelly Gulch and Hardscrabble substations and Adit #l as well as

a bond amount that will be retained for areas that have already received phase II bond release.

These amounts to be retained are as follows:

$168,000 for Sowbelly (entire site);
$267,000 for Hardscrabble (entire site); and

$ 55.000 for Adit #1.,

$490,000 bond remaining for Castle Gate Mine



The current bond amount is $680,154. The amount of bond proposed for phase I
bond release at the Castle Gate Mine is $190,054. Therefore, $490,000 will remain.

O i007004.CG\FINAL\PERMIT\2005Bondreleases\Decision Documentbondreleases.doc
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Technical Analysis
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Task ID #2148

, TECIINICALANALY-SIS DESCRIPTION 
, ,,,-,., February 15,2006

TECHNICAL ANATYSIS DESCRIPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reclamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40-10) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-S7). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implement the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit change, renewalo ftansfer, assignment, or sale of permit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Applioant/Pennittee must comply with all the
minirnum regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) for reference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at http://oqm.utah.gov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether the application is in compliance with the
requirernents of that section of the R645-Coal Mining Rules.
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c/007/0004
Task ID #2148

February 15,2006RECLAMATION PLAN ..

RECTAMATION PLAN

On September 14,2004, the Permittee requests bond release forthe 0.72-uffe substation
area of Hardscrabble. They reclaimed the area in the fall of 2002.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOUR RESTORATION

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 7&4.15,785.16, 817.102,817.107, 817.133; RS4$'301-234, -301-412, -301413, -301-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-764.

Analysis:

The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination
of performance standards for backfilling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and
revegetation. The perfoffnance standards include:

r Off-site irnpacts are minimized.
. The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the

land before mining.
. The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirernents.
r Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved postmining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approxirnate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the
reslaimed site has slope lenghs and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the site meets the AOC
requirernents is whether the postmining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its
premining configuration. The Permittee must achieved the following regulatory requirements:

. Eliminate all highwalls (none at this substation site).

. Eliminate all spoil piles (none at this substation site).
t Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain

moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
r All slopes will have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and not exseed the angle of

repose.
. Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.
I Support the postmining land use.
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February 15, 2006 RECLA,MA,TION PLAFI

As-Built Reclamation Topography and Cross-section Location Map is Exhibit 3.3-19.
Cross sections are on Exhibits 3.3-204, B, and C. The Permittee met the minimum requirements
for achieving AOC because:

. There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and subsequent
water pollution.

r The slopes have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and the slope angles are less than
the angle of repose.

r The reclaimed site is expected to support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife
habitat, because the slope configuration blends with the surrounding area and an
approved seed mix (Appendix 3.3S) was applied.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the rninimurn requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKF'ILLING AND GRADING

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.785.15,817.'1O2,817.107: RM5-301-234, -301-537, -301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231, -
302,232, €02-233.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee met the general backfilling and grading requirements, including static
safety factor and approximate original contour, see the Approxirnate Original Contour section of
the TA for explanation. See Exhibits 3.3-19 and3.3-23 for as-built certifications.

The site meets the backfilling and grading requirements because:

o The Permittee reclaimed the area to the approximate original contour requirements. See
the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.

I There were no highwalls or spoil piles at the site so those regulations are not relevant.
r There are no depressions at the site except pocks used to control erosion.
. The reslaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of

repose. See Exhibit 3.3-23 for as-built certifications.
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r The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking
is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.

I The reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife habitat
because the Permittee graded the slope so that it would blend into surrounding area and
vegetated the slope with an approved seed mix.

Previously Mined Areas

Pre-SMCRA mining disturbed the site. The R645 rules allow the Division to enforce
different standards if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil
piles associated with the substation area those rules do no apply for that area.

Pre-SMCRA highwalls did exist in the Hardscrabble site and the Division addressed the
issue during the general Phase I bond release process-

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.817.13,817.14,817.15;R645-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301-631, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings at the substation area.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the rnine openings requirements..

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.22; R645-301-240.
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Analysis:

The Permittee did not apply topsoil at the site.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

ROAI} SYSTEMS AI\D OTHER TRANSPORTATION F'ACILITIES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.701 .5,7U.24,817.150, 817.151; R645-10S'200, -301-513, -301-521, -301-822, -901-s94, -
301-537, -301J32.

Analysis:

Retention

The approved reclamation plan calls for the retention of the road in Hardscrabble
Canyon.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

HYDROLOGIC INF'ORMATION

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.784.14, 784.29,817.41, 817.42,817.43,817.45, 817.49, 817.56,817.57;R64$901-s12, -801-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-542, €01-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-729, -301-729, -
301-731, -301-733, -301:742, -301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The reclamation as-built calculations, drawings, and cross-sections for drainages HCRD-
12 and the swale road crossing are included in Appendix 3.3O. The as-built specifications for
HCRD-12 vary slightly and the channel is shorter than the approved reclamation design because
the upper part of the drainage appeared to be undisturbed. There was no approved reclamation
design for the swale road crossing. The as-built calculations and information provided have been
reviewed and appear to be accurate and complete. Furtheffnore, the cover page of the addendum
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approved reclamation design for a l0-year, 6-hour storm event.

As-built calculations and channel certifications for all reclaimed drainages are presented
in Appendices 3,3N, Reclamation As-Built Hydrology Calculations, and 3.3O, Reclamation As-
Built Channel Certifications, respectively. However, the HCRD-I2 and swale road mossing as-
built calculations and channel certification have been submitted as a single addendum to
Appendix 3.3O. The text has been changed to reflect that this information can be found in
Appendix 3.3O.

Findingsr

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum hydrologic
reclamation requirements.

STABILTZATION OX' SURF'ACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 817.95; R645-301-244.

Analysis;

Erosion control for the substation was accomplished by gougingz ton/acre noxious
weed-free hay into the surface soil; seeding with the mix described in App 3.3S; and mulching
with 1.5 ton/acre noxious weed-free straw and 500 lbs/ac of hydromulch and tackifier (Section
3.3-4(3). See Exhibit 3.3-23 fortreatments.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS' pLAFlS, AhlD CROSS SECTTONS OF RECLAMATION
OPERATTONS

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512, -301-521, -301-542, -301-632, -901-791.

Analysisl

Affected Area Boundary Maps
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There was no change to the affected area boundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backfilling And Grading Maps

The Permittee did not include any backfilling and grading maps with the bond release
package. The Division approved the backfilling and grading maps for the earthwork completed
atthe substation and otherparts of Hardscrabble Canyon intotheMRP onMay ll,2000. See

Exhibit 3.3-19 and Exhibits 3.3-20A-C in Volume III of the MRP.

The backfilling and grading maps are adequate to show that the Permittee meet the
minimum backfilting and grading regulations including the approxirnate original contour
requirements.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

Final Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.2-23, Hardscrabble Canyon As-Built Topography and Treatment Map, shows
the substation area and drainages HCRD-I2 and the swale road crossing.

As-built profiles and cross sections for drainages HCRD-I2 and the swale road crossing
are included in the submitted amendment to Appendix 3.3O. However, as-built profiles and
cross sections for all reclamation channels are referenced in the text as being provided in
Exhibits 3.3-21A, 3.3-218, 3.3-21C, and 3.3-22. The text in the MRP has been changed to
indicate that the as-builtprofiles and cross-sections for drainages HCRD-12 andthe swale road
crossing are found in Appendix 3.3O and not in the Exhibits.

Reclamation Surface And Subsurface Manmade Features Maps

Otherthan the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRP, there are no surface or
subsurface manmade features at the substation site.

Certification Requ irements.

All appropriate maps were certified.
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The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the maps, plan and cross section of reclamation requirements.

Findingsl

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the maps, plan and cross section of reclamation requirements.

BONDING AND INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; R645-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as 0.72
acres in SEI/4SW1/4 of Section 3, Township 13 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The substation area is shown on Exhibit 3.3-23 in the MRP, which was incorporated
January 23, 2003.
Exhibit 3.3-23 shows the Phase I bond release area and was incorporated into the MRP
on January 23,20A3. The map shows l) all the disturbed areas in Hardscrabble Canyon,
2) the dates when reclamation occurred, 3) the reclamation status of each area within the
Hardscrabble area, 4) dates when each area received phased bond release and the acreage,
and the area where phased bond release is sought.
The Permittee showed when the work reclamation work was done.
In the bond release package, the Permittee included a brief history of the mining and
reclamation activities.
Exhibit 3.3-23 in the MRP, which shows when the seeding was done, was incorporated
into the MRP on January 23,2003
There are no ponds within the substation area; sediment control was done with surface
roughening techniqued, sush as pocking.
Table 3.1-Z shows the amount of bond release being sought.

Table 3.1-2 shows the sites within the Castle Gate Mine, the disturbed acres and the bond
amount.

t
o

I

a
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Iletermination of Bond Amount

Current bond forHardscrabble is $318,100 in 2004 dollars (Section 3.1, Table 3.1-2).

The Permittee requested a bond release of $83,100 for the reclamation work done at the

Hardscrabble substation. After bond releasen the bond would be $235,000 in 2004 dollars.

R645-301-830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond. In 2005, the Division
escalated the bond by 1.2% for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond escalated to 2009

dollars was $338,000.

R645-301-880.310, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60% upon
completion of Phase I bond release. Since most of the area had received Phase I bond release the

60% reduction could not be applied to the entire site.

R645-301.S30.200 requires that the bond be sufficient to assure the completion of
reclamation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work would consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined

thatthe amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $235,000 in
2004 dollars. The amountneeded for vegetation in 2009 dollars is $267,000. Therefore, the

amount of bond needed after Phase I bond release must be at least $267,000

The Division determined the maximum amount of bond release that they could grant as

follows:

r Current bond amount - revegetation amount in 2009 dollars = amount of bond release.

r $318,000 - $267,000 : $51,000.

The Division detennined that the minimum bond amount is $267,000 in 2009 dollars.
Therefore, the Division can release $51,000.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements

of the bonding and insurance requirements.
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CUMULATIVE HYDROLOGIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT
(cHrA)

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.14; RS45-301-730.

Analysis:

Information provided is adequate to update the Cumulative Hydrologic Impact
Assessment if necessary.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.
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TECHNICAL ANALYSIS DESCRIPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reclamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40-10) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-87). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implement the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit changeo renewal, transfer, assignment, or sale of permit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The ApplicantlPermittee must comply with all the
minimum regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) for reference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at http://ogm.utah.gov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether the application complies with the
requirements of that section of the R645-Coal Mining Rules.
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Phase II bond release for all areas at the Sowbelly site except the substation area were
approved on June 5,2003. On September 14,2004 and June 13, 2005, the Division received a
request for Phase I bond release for the 1.8-acre substation site, The Permittee reclaimed the
Sowbelly substation site in the fall of 2002. Current bond for Sowbelly ($233,000) will be
reduced by $65,000 to $148,000 with this approval (Table 3.1-2).

The application contains a revised Table 3.1-Z Summary of Bonding and Reclamation
Costs, reclamation channel designs (Appendix 3.2.G), a prototype for public notice and letters to
interested parties (Appendix 3.2K), ffid a seed list for the site (Appendix I of the bond release
application). Reclamation techniques for the substation are described as Phase IV in MRP
section 3.2-5(l), 3.2-5(4) and Table 3.2-1. The As-Built Topography and Treatment Map is
Exhibit 3.2-13.

The Utah rule R645-301-880.310 allows for Phase I bond release after the completion of
backfilling and regrading and drainage conhol of the bonded area in accordance with the
approved ptan. The Bond Release Directive Tech-006 (dated September 5, 2000) and Utah
Regulations R645-301-880.100 through 880.310 guided this review of the bond release
application.

GENERAT REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: PL 95-87 Sec. 515 and 516; 30 CFR Sec. 7&4.13,784.14,784.15, 784.16, 784.17,784.18, 784.19, 784.20,
7U.21,7U.22,784.23,7U.24,784.25,784.26; R64S301-231, -301-233, -301-322, €01-323, -301-331, -301-333, €01-
341, -301-342, -301-411, -301.412,-3014?2, '301-512, -301-513, €01-521, -301-522, -301-525, -301-526, -301-527, -
301-528, -301-529, -301-531, -301-533, -301-534, -301-536, -301-537, -301-542, -301€23, -301€24, -301-625, -301-
626, -301-631, -301,632, -301-731, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-729, -301-729, -301-731, -301-732, -
301 -733, -301 -746, -301-764, -301 -930.

Although culverts SBRC-2 and SBRC-3 were eliminated from the construction of
drainages SBRD-S and SBRD-3' respectively, the culverts are still listed in the text and in Table
3.2-5, Reclamation Hydrology Culvert Design Summary. The Permittee gave the reason for
eliminatingthe culverts inthe addendumto Appendix 3.2G, and in Section 3.2-5(4). Table 3.2-g
indicates that culverts SBRC-2 and SBRC-3 were removed during reclamation and construstion
of reclamation channels SBRD-S and SBRD-3, respectively.

Section 3.2-5(3), Section 3.2-6, and Exhibit. 3.2-13 state the date of substation
reclamation as 2002.
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Map 3.2-13 indicates the sediment control measures used in Sowbelly Canyon. Mulch
was incorporated with the gouging technique at all gouged locations.

Findings;

The information provided meets the minimum requirements of the reclamation
regulations.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOUR RESTORATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Ses. 784.15,785.16, 817.102, 817.107, 817.133; R64S301-234, -301412, -301*413, -301-512, -
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301-732, -301-733, -301-76,4.

Analysisl

The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination
of performance standards for backfilling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and

revegetation. The perfolrnance standards include:

Minimization off-site impacts.
The final surface configuration closely resembles the general surface configuration of the

land prior to rnining.
The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.

Erosion is minimized.
The land is able to support the approved postnining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the

reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the Permittee achieved AOC is
whether the postmining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its premining
configuration. Regulatory requirsments that must be achieved include:

Eliminate all highwalls (none at the substation).

Eliminate all spoil piles (none at the substation),

Elirninate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain

moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.

Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.

t
I
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I Support the postmining land use.

Exhibit 3.2-13 provides reclamation topography. The Permittee met the minimum
requirements for achieving AOC because:

. There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks). The pocks are
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and water
pollution.

. The slopes were reslaimed according to the approved reclamation plan see Exhibit 3.3-
4A,. The plan minimizes erosion and water pollution.

I The Division expects that the reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of
grazing and wildlife habitat because the slopes blend with the surrounding area and the
area was seeded (Appendix I of the bond release application).

F'indings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKF'ILLING AND GRADING

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.785.15,817.102,817.107;R645-301-234, -301-537, -301€52, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231, -
302-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General

The Permittee meet the general backfilling and grading requirements because:

The area was reclaimed to the approximate original contour requirements. See the
Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of
repose. See Exhibit 3.3-23 for as-built certifications.
The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking
is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.
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Previouslv Mined Areas

The R645 Rules allow the Division to enforce different standards to pre-SMCRA
disturbed sites if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Since there are no highwalls or spoil piles
associated with the substation area those rules do no apply for that area.

Pre-SMCRA highwalls did exist in the Sowbelly site and the Division addressed those
issues during the general Phase I bond release process.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regufatory Reference: 30CFR Sec.817.13,817.14,817.15;R645-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301-631, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

There are no mine openings at the substation area.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the mine openings requirements.

TOPSOIL AND SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.817.22; R645-301-240.

Annlysis:

Redistribution

The Permittee did not apply topsoil at the site.
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Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

ROAD SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION F'ACILITIES

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.701.5, 784.24,817.150,817.151; R645-10S'200, -301-513, -301-521, -301-S27, -301-534, -
301-537, -301-732.

Ana$sisr

Retention

The approved reclamation plan calls for the retention of the road in Hardscrabble Canyon
including the access to the substation.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

I{YDROLOGIC INF'ORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.7&4.14,7U.29,817.41 ,8'17.42,817.43, 817.45, 817.49, 817.56, 817.57; R645-301-512, -301-
513, -301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-542, -301:723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -

301-731, -301-733, -30'l-742,-301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysis:

flydrologic Reclamation Plan

The reclamation as-built calculations, drawings, and cross-sections for drainages SBRD-3
and SBRD-S are included in an addendum to Appendix 3.2G. The as-built calculations and

infonnation provided have been reviewed and appear to be accurate and complete. Furthermore,

the cover page of the addendum has been signed and stamped by a registered professional
engineer.

The text in SectionS,2 of the MRP has been modified to reference the rip-rap and

channel certification statements for drainages SBRD-3 and SBRD-S in Appendix 3.2G. Other

rip-rap and channel certification statements are found in Appendices 3.2C and 3.2H,

respectively.
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Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

STABILIT,,ATION OF' ST]RF'ACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.95' R645-301-244.

Analysis:

Erosion control for the substation was accomplished by gouging 2 ton/acre noxious
weed-free hay into the surface soil; seeding with the mix described in Appendix I of the Phase I
bond release for the Sowbelly Substation Area; and mulching with 1.5 ton/acre noxious weed-
free straw and 500 lbs/ac of hydromulch and tackifier (Section 3.2-5(l)).

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release application meets the bond release
regulations.

MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF-RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

RegUfatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.23; R645-301-323, -301-512,-301-521, -301-S42, -301-692, -901-291.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary Maps

There was no change to the affected area boundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backfitling And Grading Maps
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The Permittee included As-Built Reclamation Topography and Treatment Map, Exhibit
3.2-1.3 with the bond release package.

Reclamation Facilities Maps

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

F'inal Surface Configuration Maps

Exhibit 3.2-13, Sowbelly Canyon As-Built Topography and Treatment Map, shows the

updated drainage configuration for the former substation area including the elimination of
culverts SBRC-2 and SBRC-3.

As-built profiles and cross sections are included in the submitted amendment to
Appendix 3.3O. However, as-built cross sections and profiles for all reclamation channels are

referenced in the text as being provided in Exhibits 3.2-15 and 3.2-16. The as-built oross

sections and profiles for drainages SBRD-3 and SBRD-S should also be provided in Exhibits
3.2-15 and 3.2-L6, respectively.

Reclamation Surface And Subsurface Manmade Features Maps

Otherthan the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRP, there are no surface or

subsurface manmade features at the substation site.

Certification Requ irements.

All appropriate maps were certified.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

BONDING ANI} INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 800; RO45-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General
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The Permittee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the area for which Phase I bond release is being sought as 1.8-
acres in SEI/4SWl/4 of Section 3, Township l3 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah.
The substation area is shown on ExhibitS.S-23 in the MRP.
The Permittee provided as built drawing Exhibit 3.2-13 that shows acreage of disturbed
areas in Sowbelly Canyon, and reclamation status of each area
Exhibit 3.2-I3 provides dates of completion for the reclamation work and status of bond
release.

The Permittee included a brief history of the mining and reclamation activities.
There were no ponds within the substation area. The Permittee used surface roughening
techniques, such as pocking for sediment control.
Table 3.1-Z shows the sites within the Castle Gate Mine, the disturbed acres, the bond
held, and the bond release requested.

Iletermination of Bond Amount

Current bond for Sowbelly is $233,000 in 2004 dollars. The Permittee requested that the
bond arnount be reduce $85,000 for work done at the Sowbelly Substation. After bond releaseo
the bond amount would be $148,000 in 2004 dollars.

R645-301-830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond amount. In 2005, the
Division escalated the bond by I.2% per year for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond
escalated to 2009 dollars was $168,000.

R645-301-880.310, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60% upon
completion of Phase I bond release. Since most of the area had received Phase I bond release the
60% reduction could not be applied to the entire site.

R645-301-830.200 requires that the bond be sufficient to assure the completion of
reclamation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work will consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined
that the amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $148,000 in
2004 dollars. The amount needed for vegetation in 2009 dollars is $168,000. Therefore, the
amount of bond needed after Phase I bond release must be at least $168,000.

The Division determined the maximum amount of bond release that they could grant as
follows:

I Current bond amount - vegetation amount in 2009 dollars = arnount of bond release.
t $233,000 - $168,000: $65,000.

I

t

t
o



Page l l
c/007/0004

Task ID #2149

,., STCL"*I1ATI9{ PL,Ll{ .. , ,, -., F*b*ury 15, 2006

The Division determined thatthe minimum bond amount is $168.000 in 2009 dollars.
Therefore, the Division can release $65,000.

Therefore, the Division can only grant $65,000 in bond release.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the bonding and insurance requirements.
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CUMULATIVE HYDROLOGIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.784.14; RO45-301-730.

Analysis:

Information provided is adequate to update the Cumulative Hydrologic Impact

Assessment if necessary.

Findings:

The information provided meets the requirements for bond release.

O:\007004.CG\FINAL\WG2 1 49\TA2 l49.doc
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TE CHNICAL ANALYSIS DE SCRPTION

The Division ensures that coal mining and reelamation operations in the State of Utah are
consistent with the Coal Mining Reclamation Act of 1979 (Utah Code Annotated 40-10) and the
Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (Public Law 95-87). The Utah R645 Coal
Mining Rules are the procedures to implement the Act. The Division reviews each permit or
application for permit change, renewal, transfer, assignment, or sale of permit right for
conformance to the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Applicant{Permittee must comply with all the
minirnum regulatory requirements as established by the R645 Coal Mining Rules.

The regulatory requirements for obtaining a Utah Coal Mining Permit are included in the
section headings of the Technical Analysis (TA) forreference. A complete and current copy of
the coal rules can be found at http://ogm.utah.gov

The Division writes a TA as part of the review process. The TA is organized into section
headings following the organization of the R645-Coal Mining Rules. The Division analyzes
each section and writes findings to indicate whether or not the application is in compliance with
the requirements of that section of the R645-Coal Mining Rules.

When review of an application results in findings of noncompliance with the R645-Coal
Mining Rules, the Division discusses the deficiencies in the analysis sections and cites regulatory
references for the deficiencies in the findings sections of the Draft TA. The regulatory
references cited describe the minimum requirements for meeting the R645-Coal Mining Rules
and obtaining a permit.
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: PL 95-87 Sec. 515 and 516; 30 CFR Sec. 784.13,7&4.14,784.15,784.16, 7U'17,784'18, 784.19,7U.20,- 
784.21,7U.22,7U.23,784.24,784.25, 784.26; R64$301-231, -301-233, -301-322, -301-323, -301-331, -301-333,'301-
341, -301-342, -301411, -301-412, -301-422, -301-512, -301-513, -301-521, '301'522' -301-525, -301-526, -301-527, -
301-528. -301-529, -301-531, -301-533, -301-534, -301-536, -301-537, -301-S42, -301-623, -301-624, -301-625, -301-

626, -301€31, -301-632, -301-731, -301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -301-731, -301-732, -
301-733, -301 -746, -301-764, -301-830.

Analysis:

On May 5, 2005, the Division received a request for Phase I bond release from
Foundation Coal Company for the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate Mine. The Permittee

completed reclamation of the area in the fall of 20A2.

The Permittee described the Adit No. I reclamation plan in Appendix 3-2 of the MRP.
The pre-SMCRA disturbed area measured 3.0 acres, of which 1.5 acres the Permittee reclaimed

in the fall of 2002.

The Division determined that they can release $70,054 from the bond. The bond after

Phase I bond release will be $59,000, which is enough to ensure that the Division can reclaim the

site in the event of bond forfeiture.

Findingsr

The Permittee met the general reclamation requirements.

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL CONTOT]R RESTORATION

Regutatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 784.15, 785.16, 817.102, 817.107,817.133; R645-301-234, -301-412, -301-413, -301-512, -- 
301-531, -301-533, -301-553, -301-536, -301-542, -301-731, -301J32, -301-733, -301-764.

Analysis:

The Permittee demonstrated that the site meets the approximate original contour requires.

The requirements to achieve approximate original contour restoration are a combination of
perfonnance standards for backflrlling and grading, hydrology, postmining land use and

revegetation. The performance standards include:
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r Off-site impacts are minimized.
I The final surface configuration closely resernbles the general surface configuration of the

land before mining.
. The topsoil/growth media are adequate to support the vegetation requirements.
r Erosion is minimized.
o The land is able to support the approved posfinining land use.

The intent of the approximate original contour regulations is not to restore a site to the
approximate premining elevation. Rather the intention of the regulations is to ensure that the
reclaimed site has slope lengths and gradients that are within acceptable limits.

The main criterion that the Division uses to determine if the site meets the AOC requirements is
whether the postmining topography, excluding elevation, closely resembles its premining
configuration. The Permittee must achieved the following regulatory requirements:

' Eliminate all highwalls. The highwalls were backfilled and graded. The concrete brows
over the portal entrances wsre left for historical references.

r Elirninate all spoil piles (none at this site).
e Eliminate all depressions with the exception of small depressions needed to retain

moisture, minimize erosion, create and enhance wildlife habitat or assist revegetation.
I All slopes will have a static safety factor of 1.3 or greater and not exceed the angle of

repose.
r Minimize erosion and water pollution both on and off site.
. Support the postmining land use.

As-Built Reclamation Topography and Cross-section Location Maps are Exhibit 3.5-5AB
and Exhibit 3.5-648 and Exhibit 3.5-748. The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
achieving AOC because:

. There are no depressions at the site except for small depressions (pocks).
part of a standard surface roughening methods used to control erosion and

The pocks are
subsequent

water pollution.
r The slopes have a static safety factor of 1.3

the angle of repose.
or greater and the slope angles are less than

. The reclaimed site is expected to support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife
habitat, because the slope configuration blends with the surrounding area.
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Findingsl

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the approximate original contour requirements.

BACKFILLING AND GRADING

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 785.15, 817.102, 8'17.1O7; R645-301-234, -301-537, -301-552, -301-553, -302-230, -302-231, -
302-232, -302-233.

Analysis:

General 
.

The Permittee met the general backfilling and grading requirements, including static safety
factor and approximate original contouro see the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA
for explanation. See Extribit 3.5-5AB and Exhibit 3.5-64B and Exhibit 3.5-7,48.

The site meets the backfilling and grading requirements because:

. ' The Permittee reclaimed the area to the approximate original contour requirements. See

the Approximate Original Contour section of the TA for details.
I The Permittee reclaimed the highwalls.
t There are no spoil piles at the site so those regulations are not relevant.
o There are no depressions at the site except pocks used to confrol erosion.
t The reclaimed slopes have a safety factor of 1.3 or greater and do not exceed the angle of

repose. Exhibit 3.5-5AB and Exhibit 3.5-648 and Exhibit 3.5-748.
I The Permittee reclaimed the site using surface roughening techniques (pocking). Pocking

is an effective means to control erosion and water pollution.
t The reclaimed site will support the postmining land use of grazing and wildlife habitat

because the Permittee graded the slope so that it would blend into surrounding area and
vegetated the slope with an approved seed mix.

No small depressions or impoundments of any kind will be retained after final
reclamation.

Previously Mined Areas

Pre-SMCRA mining disturbed the site. The R645 rules allow the Division to enforce
different standards if highwalls or spoil piles are present. Those rules apply if there is
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insufficient material to completely backfill the highwalls. The Division found that there was

suffrcient material to completely backfill the highwalls so those rules do not apply.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum rsquirements
of the backfilling and grading requirements.

MINE OPENINGS

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 817.13,817.14,817.15;R&15-301-513, -301-529, -301-551, -301-631, -301-748, -301-765, -
301-748.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the requirements for sealing all mine openings at the Adit No. I site.
All mine openings u/ere sealed and backfilled in accordance with MSHA and Division standards.

F indings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements
of the mine openings requirements.

TOPSOIL AI\TD SUBSOIL

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.22; R645-301-240.

Analysis:

Redistribution

The site met the minimum topsoil and subsoil requirements for Phase I Bond release.

The Permittee met those requirements by showing the post mining topography on Exhibit 3.5-3.
Assooiated cross-sections are illusfrated on Plate 3,5-38. Table 3.5-7 provides a mass balance
summary. There were 4,878 cu yds of material moved during regrading. The Division staff
visited the site on September 8, 2004. Coal wasteo asphalt, concrete and steel remain buried
beneath four feet of clean fill (page 3,5-10).

This pre-SMCRA site was reclaimed using the best available material from within the
disturbed area. The characteristics of the surface soils are provided in Appendix 3G.
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The ephemeral channel was covered with three inches of soil and seeded and mulched as

desuibed on page 3.5-15 and Section 3.5 Appendix 3.5C page 8.

Findings:

The information provided meets the minimum Topsoil and Subsoil requirements for
Phase I bond release.

ROAI} SYSTEMS AND OTHER TRANSPORTATION F'ACILITIES

Regufatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 701.5, 784.24,817.150,817.151; RA45-100-200, -301-513, -301-521, -301-527, -301-534 -
301-537, -301-732.

Analysis:

'Reclamation

The approved reclamation plan calls for the reclamation of all roads associated with Adit
No. l. The Permittee reclairned all roads within the disturbed area boundaries.

Findings:

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimum requirements

of the road systems and other transportation facilities requirements.

HYDROLOGIC INF'ORMATION

Regufatory Reference:30 CFR Sec. 7&4.14,784.29,817.41, 817.42,817.43, 817.45,817.49, 817.56, 817.57; R645-301-512' -301-- -513, 
-301-514, -301-515, -301-532, -301-533, -301-V2,-301-723, -301-724, -301-725, -301-726, -301-728, -301-729, -

301-731, -301-733, -301-742, -301-743, -301-750, -301-751, -301-760, -301-761.

Analysisr

Hydrologic Reclamation Plan

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-301-731 by demonsilating with maps and

descripionso how they meet ttre relevant hydrology requirements for Phase I Bond release. Their

plan is specific to the local hydrologic conditions, and contains the steps the Permittee took during

coal mining and reclamation operationso through bond release, to:
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. Minimize disturbance to the hydrologic balance within the permit and adjacent
areas.

. Prevent material damage outside the permit area.

. Support approved post mining land use in accordance with the terms and conditions
of the approved permit and perfoffnance standards of R645-301-750,

. Comply with the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. l25l et seq.)

. Meet applicable federal and Utah water quality laws and regulations.

The plan also includes the measures the Permiuee will take to:

' Avoid acid or toxic drainage.
. Prevent, to the extent possible (using the best technology currently available.)

additional conftibutions of suspended solids to strearn flows.
. Provide water ffeatment facilities when needed.
. Confol drainage.

The plan specifically addresses any potential adverse hydrologic consequences identified in
the PHC' and includes preventative and remedial measures.

The Division has not required additional preventative, remedial or monitoring measures to
assure that material damage to the hydrologic balance outside the permit area is prevented.

The following sections of this technical memo discuss the specific ways in which the
Permittee has met the regulations, as they pertain to the application.

Gravity Discharges From Underground Mines

A spring located approximately 200 feet into the mine at Adit No. I discharges
approximately 3 gallons of waterper minute. This discharge is carried beneath the backfill and
out of the mine by a pipe, then through a diversion to the Price River.

The Permittee has met the requirements of R645-301-731.521 because the flow from
Adit No. I pre-dates SMCRA (Section 3.5-3(1)). The Division allows the discharge since the
Permittee has demonstrated that the untreated discharge complies with the performance standards of
R645-301 and R645-302 (Figure 3.5-2, point BM-30 in the Division's Water Quality Database),
The Utah Division of Water Quality (DWQ) does not require a UPDES permit for this discharge
(Figure 3.5-l).

Diversions : Miscellaneous Flows

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-301-?42.330 and subsections by designing
all permanent diversions for the ephemeral flows in the Adit No. I af,ea to safely pass the runoff
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from a l0-year, 6-hour precipitation event. They present all design calculations and other
pertinent information in Section 3.5-4(2)AB, Table 3.5-548, and Attachment 1.

The diversions to remain in the Adit No. I area are:

Name Diversion Type Description Collects flow from: Flows tol
ARD.IA channel 3.s-ft. wide

l-ft. deep
erosion mat

AWS2 ARD.IB

ARD-2 channel 2.5-ft. wide
1.25-ft. deep
erosion mat

AWSI ARD.TB

ARD.IB channel 3.5-ft. wide
l-ft. deep
erosion mat

portal discharge
AWS3
ARD.IA
ARD-2

ARC.l

ARC-1 culvert 24-in. diameter ARD-18 ARBC.I
ARBC.I box culvert 8-ft bv lO-ft. box ARC.l ARD.3
ARD.3 channel 5-ft. wide

l -ft. deep
rip-rap

ARBC.I Price River

Sediment Control Measures

The Permittee met the requirements of R645-742 and relevant subsections by using the

best technology currently available (BTCA) to prevent, to the extent possible, additional
contributions of sediment to strearn flow or to runoff outside the permit area, meet the applicable
effluent limitations, and minimize erosion to the extent possible.

The sediment control measures the Permittee used include:
. Incorporation of hay and/or straw mulch into the soil.
. Deep gouging.
. Seeding.
. Mulching after seeding.
. Chemically anchoring the final mulch layer.

Siltation Structures: Exemptions
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The Adit No.l area is exempt from the requirements of R645-301-763.100, under the
provisions of R645-301 -742.240; since the area is small and the Permittee has provided
information in Appendix 3.5-D to show that the disturbed area, as reclaimed, will meet effluent
limitations. Under 40 CFR 434.82, the effluent limitations are non-numeric and based on the
Permittee's sediment control designs, and modeling to demonstrate that sediment loads will not
be greater than for the undisturbed condition.

Findings:

The Permittee has met the minimum requirements of the Reclamation Plan: Hydrologic
Information sections of the Regulations.

STABILIZATION OF' SURF'ACE AREAS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec. 817.95; RB|S-301-244.

Analysis:

The Permittee met the minimum stabilization of surface areas requirements for Phase I
Bond release. The site was furrowed on the contour. Two T /ac. of hay was scattered on the
regraded surface (page 3.5-I3). The hay was incorporated with gouging (page 3.5-13 and 3.5-
l8). Seed was broadcast over the site (Table No. l, Chap. 9). Following the seeding, the site
received an additional I to 1.5 tons per acre of sfiaw much applied with mechanical blowers
(page 3.5-14) and then was sprayed with a hydromulch and tackifier at a rate of 500 lbs per acre.
An erosion control mat was placed in the channel bottom (page 3.5-15 and Section 3.5 Appendix
3.5C page 8). The channel was seeded and mulched as well.

After seeding and mulching, App. 3.5-D demonstrates that the amount of sediment
estimated to leave the site is reduced to 0.2 Tons/acre lyear. The field visit on September 4, 2005
confirmed that the Permittee has applied best management practices to control erosion and
prevent sediments from leaving the site.

Findings:

The information provided in the application meet the minimum Stabilization of Surface
Areas requirements for Phase I bond release.
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MAPS, PLANS, AND CROSS SECTIONS OF RECLAMATION
OPERATIONS

Regulatory Reference:30 CFR Sec.784.23; R64S301-323, -301-512, -301-521, -301-542, -301-632, -301-731.

Analysis:

Affected Area Boundary MaPs

There \ryas no change to the affected area boundary.

Bonded Area Map

There was no change to the bonded area.

Reclamation Backlilling And Grading Maps

The Permittee included as built maps and moss sections. See Exhibit 3.5-5AB and

Exhibit 3.5-64B and Exhibit 3.5-7,4'8.

The backfilling and grading maps are adequate to show that the Permittee rneet the

minimurn backfilling and grading regulations including the approximate original contour

requirements.

Reclamation Facilities MaPs

There are no reclamation facilities associated with the substation area.

Final Surface Configuration MaPs

The Permittee rnet the requirements of R645-301-542.300 by depicting the as-built final
surface configuration forthe AditNo. I area on Extribit 3.5-5A8, and cross-sections of the final
surface on Exhibit 3.5-748. No facilities will remain in the Gravel Canyon area as permanent

feafures.

Reclamation Monitoring And Sampling Location Maps

Other than the road shown on Exhibit 3.3-19 in the MRP, there are no surface or

subsurface manmade features at the substation site.
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Certification Requirements.

The Permittee has met the requirements of R645-301-542.310, R645-301-731.720, and
R645-301-512 by having a professional engineer certiff Exhibits 3.5-5A8, 3.5-64'8, and 3.5-
7AB.

BONI}ING AND TNSURANCE REQUIREMENTS

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec.800; Reffi-301-800, et seq.

Analysis:

General

The Permiuee address the general procedures for bond release as follows:

The Permittee described the &ree for which Phase I bond release is being sought as
approximately 3.0 of which 1.7 was disturbed post-SMCRA in NWt/4NWl/4 of Section
l, Township 13 South, Range 9 East, SLB&M, Utah. The substation area is shown on
Exhibit 3.3-23 in the MRP, which was incorporated January 23, 20A3.
The Permittee showed when the work reclamation work was done.
In the bond release package, the Permittee included a brief history of the mining and
reclamation activities.
There are no ponds within the substation area; sediment control was done with surface
roughening techniques, such as pocking.

Determination of Bond Amount

The current bond for Adit No. I site is $129,054 in 2004 dollars. The Permittee
requested bond release of $77,432 for the reclamation work done at the Adit No. l.

R645-301-830.300 requires that the Division escalate the bond. In 2005, the Division
escalated the bond by 1.2% for 5 years. The Division determined that the bond escalated to 2009
dollars would be $137,000.

R645-301-880.3 10, allows the Division to reduce the bond by up to 60Vo upon
completion of Phase I bond release. The Permittee was seeking Phase I bond release on the
entire disturbed area at Adit No. l.

a

a
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R645-301-S30.200 requires that the bond be sufficient to assure that completion of
reclarnation by the Division in the event of bond forfeiture. After the Division grants Phase I
bond release, the remaining work would consist of vegetating the site. The Division determined
that the amount of bond needed to insure that they could complete vegetation is $5 1,622 in 2004

dollars. The Division escalated the costs to 2009 dollars and deterrnined that the vegetation costs

would be $55,000.

The Division determined the maximum amount of bond release that they could grant as

follows:

. Current bond amount-revegetation amount in 2009 dollars - tunount of bond release.
| $129,054 - $55,000: $74,054.

The Division determined the minimum bond amount in $55,000 in 2009 dollars. Therefore,
the Division can only release $74,054.

Findingsr

The information provided in the bond release package meets the minimurn requirements

of the bonding and insuranse requirements.

O:\007004.CG\FINAL\WG2244\TA2244.doc
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AUG I 5 ?trF@ffi
DIV. OF OIL, GA$ & MINING



AFFIDAYIT OF PAB.LICATION

STATEOFUTAH)

County ofCarbon,)

I, Kenlarson, onoath, saythat I amthePublisher

of the Sun Advocate, a twice-weekly newspaper

ofgeneral circulation, published at Price, State a

true copy of which is hereto attached, was pub-

lislied in the full issue of suclt newspaper for 4

(Four) publication was on the ?th day of April,

2005, and thatthe last publication of such notice

was in the issue ofsuch newspaper datedthe 28*t

day of April,2005.

th*.9./rw
Ken Glarson -Publisher

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 28th day

ofApril,2fi)5.

fuHA-1,^-
Notary Public My commission expires January

I 0, 2007 Residing at Price, Utah

Publication fee, $ 532.48

PUBLICI{OTICE
IPPLIGIIIO]I FOR PHA$E I BOHD RETEA$E

IIIRDSGFIEBTE GIIIYOII $UB8Tf,NOfl AREA .

CASITE GIIE HOTDIHE GOMPAilY

GASII.E GATE MIilE
PERilI|I G/tr07/110{, IPPH0VEO IA14FI

CAREOII COUI{TY, IITfrH

Casile Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Llnthicum HelgfrF, MD
21090, has oorpleEd Phase I of fte appmved rpslamaton Flanfortro Hardsuaffile
Canyon subshtlon area of fie Casth Gate Mine. this ls based on meetng the
bacHllling and gnading and dnalnage confrd requlremenEfor Phase I reclamafion ln
ae,cordance wlft fte appromd ruclamaton plan.

In accodance'wlfrr ffie prwlsions of R645-301-880, of fie St# of t hh
R645+0al Mlnlng Rules, notic.e is hereby glven to fie genenalpubllc thd Casfle

Gate Holding Company b app$ng lor padal release of he performance bond
posfrd forfils operafion.

Ihe surety fonO posted for fie Cas{e Gate Mine h $680,154-ot'wtrictr
$318,000 is deslgnated for he Hardscrabble Canyon reclamatofl. Casfle Gate

Holding Company ls seeking rclease 0f $83,100 from he Hardscrabble Caryon
portion d he bond. All earfiwo& dnalnage corFo[ and revegehton have been
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true copy ofwhich is hereto attached, was pub-

lishid' irl'thgfti1'l' isinre"of"rl uchtrcwsptrper fo r 4,r - - -

(Four) publicatiorrwas on the Tth of April, ?0 05,

andthatthe lastpublication ofsuch notice was in

the i ssue ofsuchnewspaper dated the 2 gth clay of
April,2005. 

.

14r-,#fu
Ken G l"arson - Publ i sher

Subscribedand srorn tobeforc meth is ZBth day
ofApril,2005.tu@
NotaryPublic Mycommissi on exp ires January

t 0, 2007 Rcsidiug atPrice, Utnlr

Publiaatiou fee, $ S3A,4g

ffih'hrlffflfi%$frfflfl'l



CASTLE GATE HO GCOMPANY
CssthGrrcMinc

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY tgl

Helpcr, ut|h 84526
(435)4724475

Frr (435)47u?82

September 21,2004

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Direotor t and Management
American Electric Power
700 Monison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 43230 4642

Re: Notilication of Aolllca.t&rn fqf Ph.ase I Bond,RplgflFa S.ulstatioF Arqa. IlardsgraFhle
Canvon No, 3 *I Ming. Castle GqIe HqlC.hg Comnanv. Cestle Gate,Mine. C{0_0?./00{r
Carbon CJuntv. Utah

Dear Mr, Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading
requirements for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the Sate of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Casfle Gate Mine is $680,154 of urhich $318,000 is designated for the
Ilardscrabble Carryon reclamation. Chstle Gate Holding Corupany is seeking release of $83,100 from the
Ilardsorabble f,anyon portion of thc bond. All earthwork and revegetation has besr completed on site.

Commeirts concerning Phase I bond releasc from the legal or equitable owuer of rrcord of the surfrce areas
to be affected and from the Federal, Utah and local goveinment agencies which would hane to initiate,
irnplemeirt epprove, or auttrorize theproposed use ofthe land followingreslamation should be nailed to:
Plateau tvfining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Bor 30, Helper, Utah M526.

Iflou hane any questions or need additimal informatiur, please do not hesitate to contact ue at (435) 47?.
4741,

$incerelv.

"'/
,a J4f

./rt7 iFJ

-f ./'fff
T

Joluny Pappas
Sr. Envirronme,ntal Engineer

Enn ltrrdsorrbbfc Srfishdon Ans +harc I Bond Rclcuc
Chnmr lF0{0808,LTn



ATE HO GCOMPAFIY
Crstlc Grtr Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Hclper, Ulah 84526
(435)47?{47s

Fax: (435)4724782

Septerrber 21, 2004

Mr. Mark Maokiewioz
Bureau of Iand lvlanagement
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification o,f Annlic4tion,for Phase I Bon4 Release $uhstafion ^{rea. HerdqcTahble

Canvon Np. 3_*4 Mine CFstle.Gate Ho.ldinq C,Smulnv. Castle Gate Minq C/007/004,

Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Mackiewicz:

Castle Gate Holding Company has conrpleted Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for ttre substation

area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine' This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading

requirements for Phase I reclamatisn.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mning Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company inteirds to file an applicafion with the

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the pedbrmance bond posted for this operation.

The sngety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the

Hardscrabble Canyon reclamatiorr. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $83,100 from the

Hardscrabble Canyon portiur of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has be€n conrpleted on site,

Comments conceming Phs$e I bond release fom the legal or equitable own€r of record of the surface areas

to be affected and from the Federal, Utatr'and local governrneirt agencies wtrich would have to initiate,

irnplemenf, apprrov€, or authmise thc proposed use of the land following reclanration should be mailed to:

Ptsteau Mining Corporation" Atteirtion: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Ilelper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additiural informatim, please do not hesitate to contaot me at (435) 472-
4141.

Sincerely,

Hff.
IohmyPeppas
Sr. Environmental Engmeer

Euv: llu&crrtble8rihshtlot Ani +lnscl BondRclcrsc
Ckono: JP0408{I9,LTR



MPAI\TY
Crstlc Ortc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utrh 84526
(435)472'0475

Fex: (435X724782

September 21, 2004

Mr. William D, Krompel
Commissioner
120 East Main Sueet
Price, utah 84501

Notification of Annlicrtion for Phale I, Bond Releasc" Substatioll-AreqrHardscrrbFlq

-

Canvon No. 3 &4 Mine- Castle Gate Holdins Companv. Cas-tle Gate Mine. C/007/004,
Cafbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Krompel:.

Castle Gate Holding Cornpany has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading

requirements for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate llolding Company intends to file an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the
Hadscrabble Carryon reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Conrpany is seeking release of $83,100 from the
Hardscrabble Canyon portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has beeir cornpleted on site.

Conrments conc€fidng Phase t bond rel€ase from the legat or equitable owuer of recod ofthe surface areas

to bc atr€cted and from the Fede,ral, Uttr and local governnreirt agencics which would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or autlrorizcthe ptoposed rrse of the land follorpingreclamation shouldbe rnailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporatian, Attentiur: Iohnny Pappas, P.O, Box 30, He$er, Utah 84526.

Iflou have any questiffrs or need eddifional inforrnatiut, please do not heeitate to contact me at (435) 472-
474t.

Sincerely,

,/Htf.J. -,
--!-tr/ JJ

Jobrmy Pappas
Sr. Bnvironmental Engineer

Env; lludrcnbblc S$statim futr *hasc I Bod nckrgc
Chroror tP0{0tIO.LTR



CASTLE GATE HO GCOIUPAI\IY
Crstlc GrtE Minc

F.O.'Box 30
84?NWHWY l9l

Hclpcr, Utrh 84526
(43s)4?2-0475

For: (435)4724782

September 21, 2004

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Sfreet
Price, Utah 84501

NotificetloF of.gnnlication fof Phase I BoJLd Release.,$-u.Fstatlon- Arpa.. IIar{FSgEbble
CFrn'oqNo. 3.{g!.Mins C.egilp GatgHolill4s CoFnaqv.?-qaqtle G+.te Mins SJ907004.
CarFon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. kvanger:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation

area at the Hardscrabble Canyon No. 3 & 4 Mine. This is bascd on mwting the bacldlling and grading

requiremcnts for Phase I reclarnation.

In accordancg with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mning Rules, this

letter will sen'e as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The sqretybond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $318,000 is designated for the

Ilardscrabble Canyon reclamation. C.astle Gate Holding Company is seekingrelease of $83,100 from tlre

Hardscrabble Canyon portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegctation has been completed on site-

Comments conccming Phas€ Ibond release from ttre tegal or equitable own€,r of record of the srrface sreas

to be affected and from the Federal, Utah and local government agencies uihiah would have to initiate,

inplenreirt, approve, orauthorize the proposed use of ffre tand followingreclarnation strould bernailed to:

Plateau Mining Corporatiorq Attention: IohrmyPappas, P.O. Box 30, Hclper' Utah 84526-

ffyou haye any questions or need additional infonnatim, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-

4741,

Sincerely,
t'4

,/ fi18/t+ r
7/-/f
Iobnny Pappas
Sr. Environmenhl Engtneer

Env: ltudsctrbblc $ubsntiolt Artr 'Plnsc I Botd Rclerrc
' Ouuo: IP0408lIITR



t
CASTLE GATE HOTDING COMPANY

Castle Gatc Minc
P.O. Box 30

84? NWHWY tgl
HclFer, Utrh 84526

(435)4724475
Fax: (435)4724782

September 2l, 2004

Mr. Roger Wheeler
Director Land Management
American Electric Power
700 Morrison Road
Gaharuta, Ohio 43230 -6642

Sincerely,

/#r
Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbelly Gulch Substetion Arca -Phasc I Bond Releasc

Chrono: JP040803.LTR

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation

area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading requirements

for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this

letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surefy bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the

Sowbelty Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking rclease of $85,000 from the

Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equiable own€tr of record of the surface area$

to be affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govemment agencies which would have to initiate'

implement, approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land foltorring reclamatiur should be rnailed to:

Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Ilelper, Utah 8l,526.

If you have any questions or need additional informatim, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472'
4741.



Castle Gstc Mine
P,O. Box 30

847NWHWY tgl
Hclper, Utah 84526

(435)472{475
Frx: (435)4?24787,

CASTLE GATE HOLDTNG COMPANY

Septunber 21,2004

Mr. Mark Mackiewicz
Bureau of l^and Management
125 South 600 V/est
Price, utah 84501

Irlotificatl.gn of AEJr.ljgatign for Phrsg I Bond Release. $qbstation ATga. Sowbellv Gulc.lt No.
5 MiI.e..Qa,stle G{te Ho,l{ine Companv. Castl$ G. ate Minp. C/007001r Carbon $ountv. Utah

Dear Mr, Mackiewicz:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and ggading requirements
for Phase I reclamation.

ln accordancc with the provisions of R645J01-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the perfonnance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments conceming Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas

to be affected and from thc Federal, Utah and local government agencies which would have to initiate,
implemenf approve, or authorizq theproposed use of the land follorving reclamation should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,
t.4

./ /-fl/
Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbclly Gulch Substation Arca -Phrsc I Bond Relerse
Chr,onor JF040805.LTR



CASTLE GATE HOTDING COMPANY
Castlc Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
84? NWHWY tgl

Helper, Utah 84526
(435)472447s

Fax: (435)4724782

September 21,2004

Mr. Winiam D. Krompel
Commissioner
120 East ldain Sheet
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notific?tioJ of Application fo4,Phase I Bond R.eJeqsg. Substation Area. $qlfhellv Sulch I![o.

5 MiFe. Ca,stle Gate Hgldine Compa+:v. Castle Gate Mlne. Q/00900#. Carbon Countv.-Utah

Dear Mr. Krompel:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the substation

area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading requiremarts
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this
letter will serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to frle an application rvith the

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the perforrnance hond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the

Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comrnents concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable own€r of record of the surface areas

to be affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govemment agencies which would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land following reclamation should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,

/,/fr.-f4' -.
)7 / 'fll
Johrury Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbclly Gulch Srbshtion Arcr -Plusc I Bond Rcleasc

Chrono: JF040806.LTR



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Crstlc Gatc Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utsh 84526
(435)472447s

Fax: (435)4714782

September 21,2CI04

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notification of Annlicgrtion for Phase I Bond Release. Subst+tign AEga. Sowbellv Gulch No.
5 lEi{tq e$Ftlg G-a-te Foldine Comoanvl Castle Gate Mine- C/007/004. Carbon Cbuntv. Utah

Dear Mr. Levanger:

Castle Gate Holding Company has completed Phase I of the approved reclamation plan for the zubstation
area at the Sowbelly Gulch No. 5 Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and gnding requiremsnts
for Phase I reclamation.

In accordance with theprovisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal MningRules, this
letter will serve as notiftcation that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to Iile an application with the
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $233,000 is designated for the
Sowbelly Gulch reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $85,000 from the
Sowbelly Gulch portion of the bond. All earthwork and revegetation has been completed on site.

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the zurface areas
to be affected and from the Federyl, Utah and local governrnent agencies urhich would have to initiate,
implement, approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land follorving reclamation should be mailed to:
Plateau Mining Corporation, Attention: Johnny Pappas, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 845?6.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesigte to.contact me at (435) 472-
4741.

Sincerely,
t.f,

./ ltf -F
- rtu ,a
\F -,r' ,tf///r

Johnny Pappas
Sr. Environmental Engineer

Env: Sowbclly Gulch Sub$trtion Area -Phrsc I Bond Rclease
Cluono: JF0408O7.LTR



I
HOCASTLE GATE LDING COIIMANY

Castle GrtcMine
P.O. Box 30

847NWHWy t9l
Helper, Utah 84526

(43s\47?4'737
Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Dave Levanger
Carbon County Planning and Zoning
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Noffication 9f fur4licatiqg for PtFsF,.I Bond Relqase AdiI I{o.'1, Castlg.Gate Holdins qompanv,
Castle GaJe-Mine C/007/004. CarFon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Levanger:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldllingand grading and drainage confiol requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the app'roved reclamation plan, All earthworlq drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter urill
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utatr Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performanoe bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Cabtle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No- I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 frorn the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologrcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrarrgte map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles norttr of Helper;Utah on the followingdescribed lan-ds:

Townshin 1,3 Soutlr" Range I East.. SLB&M. Utah
Section 1 : IIIII[1/4 hftVl/4

Comments conceming Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas tobe
aflected and from the Federal, Utah aud local gov€mm€,nt age,lrcies which would have to initide, implemeirt,
approY€, or authorize the proposed use of the tanC fonowinireclamation should be rnaild to: P}#eau Mining
corporation, Attention: Dennis N tJl/are, P.o. Box 30, Helper, utah 84s26.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

n/#
Conffoller and Adminishative Manager

Env: EnvirorunentaVPennit Actions CNstlc Oetc/Adit No. lfl.rnd Owncr Nolifioation Phrsc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAI'{Y
Castlc Calc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847NWHWY l9r

Helper, Utah 84526
(415|4724737

Fax: (435)47U782

t"

April 29,2005

Mr Gary Harwood
Helper City
P.O. Box 221
Helper, Utah 84526

Notification of Application for Phase I Bond Rglease. Adit No. l. C.a$tle S.Fte Hol4i4g Comnanv.
Castle Gate Mine. C/007/004. Carbon Conntv. Utah

Dear Mr. Harwood:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has conrpleted Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 aues of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading and drainage confrol requireme,nts for Phase I
reclarnation in accordance twith the approved reclamati$ plan. All earthwor*, drainage confrol, and revegetation
wer€ completed on site in the fall of 2002.

ln accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utatr R645 Coal Mining Rules, this lette,r will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 from the Adit No. 1 porfion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologlcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 rniles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Town-ship 13 South. Ranse 9 East. SLB&M. Utah
Section 1 : hITVI/4 l.IWt/4

Comme,lrts concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface area$ to be
affected md from the Federal, UtEh and local gov€,nrmsnt agencies which would have to initide, irnplement,
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land fonoffing reclarnatiur strould be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporation, Attention: Dennis N. Ware, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

sincgdff IHnatu
Dennis N. lVare
Conholler and Administrative Manager

Env: EnvilormrentaUPernrit Actioru Crstlc Gate/Adit No. l/Lsnd OwnmNotificrtion Pturc I



CASTLE GATE HOLI}ING COMPAIYY
Crstle Gatc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWr{WY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4724737

Fax: {435}47}4782

April 29, 2005

Mr. Harold Cunningham
Utah Power and Light - Carbon Plant
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Notilicafion,of,Apnlig,atqp.fprfhase I Fond Release. Adit IIo. 1. C4stle Gate Holdins Compq$v.
Castle Gate Mina C/Q040-04., Carbon Qountvr,Utah_

Dear Mr. Cunningham:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. 1 area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and gradrng and drainage control requirements for Phase I
reclamatisn in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. AII earthworh drainage contml, and revegetation
were cornpleted on site in the fall of2002.

ln accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
senre as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company inteirds to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 frorn the AdiiNo. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No' I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles no'rth of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Townshiu 13 South. Ra$ee 9 ESEL SI"B..&I\4. Utab
Section I : hIIIfl/4 I{lJVl/4

Comments conceming Phase I bond release from the legal ur equitable owner of record of the surface axeas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local government agencies which would have to initiate, implement,
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land following reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attention: Dennis N- ware, p.o.Box 30, rlelper, Utah g4sz6.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (435) 472471?.

l4ftL
fs N. 'Ware

Controller and Administrative Manager

Env: EnvimrnnntsUPennit Actions Castle Gate/Adit No. l/Lend Orrner Notilication phase I



C^A.STLE GATE HOLDING COMPAI\{Y
Castlc Crate Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utsh 84526
(435)4?2473?

Fax: (435)47X47t2

April 29, 2005

Carbon County Commissioners
120 East Main Street
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Notilication of Anplicatio+ fo.T Fhase I BoEd Relea$e. Adit lfo. 1, Qastle,Gate Holdlns Comnanyr
Ca$tle Gate Mine. C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Commissioners:

Castle Gate Holding Cornpany, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine- This is based on meeting the baclcfilling and grading and drainage conftol requirernents for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthworlq drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
selve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Cornpany intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performancebond posted for this operation.

The suretybond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. 1

reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utatr, U.S. Geologioal Survey 7.5 minute quadrarrgle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Township 13 South. Ranqe 9 East SLB&\,I. UJah
Section I : I.IIM1/4 NWt/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas tobe
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govemment agencies which would have to initiate,.implemen!
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the lmd following reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporatiqr, Atte,ntion: Deiuris N. Ware, P.O. Box 30, Heher, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additisral information, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Sincerelv.-n rfLlHfrh
DEffi-rs N. \#are

Controller and Adminisrative Manager

Env: EnvironnpnbUPennit Actions Cesde Crte/AditNo. t/Lrrd OwncrNotificatknPhNsc I



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAIYY
Castlc Grtc Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Uteh 84526
(43sr4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

Apnl 29, 2005

Mr, Phil Palmer
Price River Water lrnprovement District
P.O. 903
265 South Fairgrounds Road

Price, Utah 84501

Notifieation pf Apnlicatiorl for Phase I BoE$ Release. Adit IYo. l...Qastl$,$gl-e Folding Cqmnflnv.
C*sfle Gate Mine. CJ007/004. CsrFon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Palmer:

Castle Gate Holding Company 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclarnation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the backfilling and grading and drainage control requireme,nts for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthwort drainage conkol, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Minrng Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application rvith theUtah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the prformance bond posted for this operation.

The zurety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamatisn. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking relea.se of $77,432 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologlcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle mlry. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles norttr of flelper, Utah on the follouring described lands:

Townshin 13 Souttr. Rarlse 9 East. SJ,B&.ryI. Utah
$ection 1: NWl/4 I'{Wl/4

Cornments concerning Phase I bond release from the legat or equitable owner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local govcrnment agencies which would have to initiate, irylement,
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land follou'ing reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporaticn, Attention: Dennis N. Warq P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questiol$ or need additimal informatisn, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

ffino,,L
Deiuris N, Ware
Conholler and Administntive Manager

Env: EnvironnrefltsyPcnnit Actions Cgstle GNte/AditNo. l/Land OwnerNotillcrtion Phrsc t



CASTTE GATE HOLDING COMPAI{Y
Castle Gatc Mine

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY tgl

Helper, Utah M526
(41s,4724737

Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Patrick Gubbins
Bureau of Land Management
125 South 600 West
Price, utah 84501

Re: IYotfiSation.olADulicF$ion fpr Phase I Bond Release,,Adlt No. 1., Qastle Gate Soldine Companv.
Casgle_Gate Mine. C/00?0(H. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Gubbins:

Castle Gate llolding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of tttr Castle Gate
Mine. This is based on meeting the bachfillingand grading and drainage control requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclarnation plan. AII earthwork, drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter udll
serue as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utatr Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. l
reclarnation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. 1 area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geologrcal Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The sirc
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Tov."nship 13 So-uttL Rarleg.9 East SLB&IVL Utdl
Section I : l.Ilffl/4 l.IlVl/4

Commeirts concgming Phase I bond release from tlre legal or equitable owner ofrecord of the sgrface af,eas to be
afflected and frorn the Federal, Utah and local govenunent agencies which would have to initiate, inptement,
approve, or authorize theproposed use of the land follovring reclanation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
corporation, Attentisr: Dennis N.'Ware, P.o. Box 30, Helper, utah g4sz6.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (43i) 4?24737,

WwhuL
Demnis N. Ware
Confroller and Adminisfiative Manager

Ettv: EuvimnrenhUPcnnit Actions Castle Gntc./Adit No. l/Lrnd Ownfi Notification phasa t



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPANY
Castle Gate Mine

P.O, Box 30
847NWHWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526

143s)4724737
Fax: (435)4724782

I

April29, 2005

Mr. Kevin S. Carler
Director
School and Institutimal Trust Lands Administration
675 East 500 South, Suite 500
salt I^ake city, utah 84102-2818

Nofification of Apnlication for Fbgse I, F,pnd,S,pleas.e. Adi,t No. 1. C_+stlg GF-t$_Hol{ins Company.
Casfle,"Gate MlE, C/007/004. Carbon Countv. Utah

Dear Mr. Carter:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has cornpleted Phase I of
the approved reclamation plm for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate
Mine, This is based on meeting the bacldlling and gading and drainage conhol requireme,nts for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthworh drainage control, and revegetation
were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordanoe with theprovisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for padial rclease of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bo'nd posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,a32 from the Adit No. I portion of the
bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utall U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site
is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles noirth of Helper, Utah on the follorving descdbed lands:

Townshin 13 South" Range 9 Fast" SLBSIvI. Utah
Section l: hl\ill/4 NWI/4

Comments concerning Phase I bond rel€ase from the legal or equitahle orvner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Uffi and local govemmerrt agencies which would have to initi*e, impleme,nt
approve, or authorire the pruposed use of the lmd following reclamation should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporation, Attention: Dennis N. rffare, P.O. Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additiural information, please contact me at (435) 4724731.

Sincerel}"l

Unril
Dennis N. Ware
Confroller and Adminishative Manager

Env: Envircnrnental/Pcnrrit Actionc Crstlc Gate/Adit No. lflrnd OwncrNotiftrtion Phesc I



CASTLE GATE HOLI}ING COMPAIVY
Castlc Gau Minc

P.O. Box 30
847 NW HWY l9l

Helper, Utah 84526
(43s)4124t37

Fax: (435X724":,82

April 29, 2005

Mr. Hugh KirkJram
State of Utah
Department of Transportation
940 South Carbon Avenue
Price, Utah 84501

Notification pf,,Anplicatio$ for PhaseJ Bond Rele.ase. A4it No, 1 Castle Gate Holdins CpmprEv.
Castle Gatg-Minp. C/007/004. CnIhon Countv. UtaX

Dear Mr. Kful'rharn:

Castle Gate Holding Company, 999 Corporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamation plan for the approxirnately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. I area of the Castle Gate

Mine. This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading and drainage control requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthwork, drainage control, and revegetation

were completed on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645J0t-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
senre as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining forpartial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The surety bond posted for the Castle Gate Mine is $680,154 of which $ 129,054 is designated for the Adit No. I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $77,432 from the Adit No. 1 portion of the

bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the llelper, Utal\ U.S. Geological Survey 7.5 minute quadrangle map, The site
is located in Price Canl'on approximately 3 miles nsrth of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

Townshie lS.rsoUth" Ramee 9 East. SLB&M. Utah
Section l : I*I'tIVl/4 l-IWt/4

Conunents concerning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface areas to be
affected and from the Federal, Utah and local government age,ncies which would have to initiate, implement,
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land folloui.ing reclamatim should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporation, Atte,ntion: Dennis N. Tffane, P.O.Box 30, Helper, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additiural inf0rmation, please contact me at (435) 4724737.

Sincerely ,raY)t
I L 

-

\-F 4fiL
Dennis N. Ware
Controller and Administrative Manager

Env: EnvimnnrnuUPcnnit Actiors Crstlt Oau/Adit No, l/Iand Owncr Notificrtion Phrsc I

i



CASTLE GATE HOLDING COMPAFIY
Castlc Gatc Mine

P.O. Box 30

84? NW HWY l9l
Helper, Utlh 84526

(43sY?24737
Fax: (435)4724782

April 29,2005

Mr. Roger'Wheeler
Director Land Management
American Electric Power
700 Morrison Road
Gahanna, Ohio 43230-6642

Re:

Dear Mr. Wheeler:

Castle Gate Holding Company ,gggCorporate Blvd., Linthicum Heights, MD 21090, has completed Phase I of
the approved reclamationr plan for the approximately 3.0 acres of land in the Adit No. 1 area of the Castle Gate

Min;.- This is based on meeting the bacldlling and grading and drainage control requirements for Phase I
reclamation in accordance with the approved reclamation plan. All earthwork, drainage confiol, and revegetation

were cornpleted on site in the fall of 2002.

In accordance with the provisions of R645-301-880 of the State of Utah R645 Coal Mining Rules, this letter will
serve as notification that Castle Gate Holding Company intends to file an application with the Utah Division of
Oil, Gas and Mining for partial release of the performance bond posted for this operation.

The zurety bond posted for the Castle Cate Mine is $680,154 of which $129,054 is designated for the Adit No- I
reclamation. Castle Gate Holding Company is seeking release of $?7,432 from the Adit No. 1 portion of the

bond.

The Adit No. I area is located on the Helper, Utah, U.S. Geological Sumey 7.5 minute quadrangle map. The site

is located in Price Canyon approximately 3 miles north of Helper, Utah on the following described lands:

TowTrship l3 So\rth Range ,9 East. SLB&M. Utah
Section 1: NWl/4 NWl/4

Commelts concsrning Phase I bond release from the legal or equitable owner of record of the surface area$ to be

affected and from the Fede,ral, Utah and local government agancies which would have to initiffe, inpleraenf
approve, or authorize the proposed use of the land follorring reclamatim should be mailed to: Plateau Mining
Corporation, Atte,ntion: Dennis N. 'Ware, P.O. Box 30, Helptr, Utah 84526.

If you have any questions or need additisnal informatisn, please contact rne at (435) 4?24737,

Conholler and Administrative Manager

Euvr EnvironnrentaUPemrit Actions Crstle Gate/Adit No, Ulgnd OwnsNotificedon Phasc I



JON M. HUNTSMA}.I, JR.
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JoFrN R BAZA Permitee:
Division Director OpefatOf :

Site:

Address:

County:

Permit Type:

Permit Status:

CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

CASTLE GATE MINE

PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526.0030

CARBON

PE RMAN E NT COAL PROG RAfttl

RECLAIMED

Mineral Ownership

M Federat

U state

M Gounty

m Fee

I other

Permit Number: c0070004

lnspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, ?005

Start Dateffime: 9/8/2005 10:15:00 AM

End Date/Time: 9/812005 11:45:00 AM

Last lnspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

Inspecton Wavne Western, Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Warm wiih clear to partlv cloudv skies

lnspectionlD Report Number: 738

Accepted by pgrubaug

12t15t2005

Types of Operations

M Underground

E Surface

E Loadout

tr Processing

n Reprocessing

Current Acreages

7,619.00 Total Permitted
63.00 Total Disturbed
29.24 Phase I

18.20 Phase ll

Phase lll

Roport summary and atatus for p€nding enforcemont actlons, permlt condltloN, Dlvlrlon Ordoll, and amondmonb:

Phase I Bond release for Sowbelly Gulch substation - 1.8 acres, The Division determined that the site met the
minimum requirernents for Phase I Bond release.

Plateau Mining Corporation is the landowner.

Inspector's Signature: Date Tuesday, September 27,2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll

Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of mmpliancs with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 ltr/cst North Temple, Suite 1210, PO Box 145801, Sah Lake City, UT 84114'5801

telephone (801) 538-5340 r facsimile (801) 359-3940 r TTY (801) 538-7458 twww.ogm,utah.gov

Other Rex Sacco Lands and Access Coordinator

Company PamelaGrubaugh-Liftig EnvironmentalManager

Pamela Grubaugh-Littig Environmental Manager

State Steven Fluke Environmental Scientist ll

State Priscilla Budon Environmential $cientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll



PermitNumber: C0070004

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, $eptember 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 2 of 4

REV//EW OF P ERMIT, P ERFORM AN eE STAN pARpS P ERMTT CON DITIQN -&EWIFEMENTS

?, Subsfantiate the elements on thisinspectrbn by checking the appropriate performance standard.
a. For COMPLETE inspecfions prcvide nanative justification for any e/emenfs not fully rnspecfed unless element is not

apprcpriate to the sife ,n which case check Not Applicable,
b. For PARTIAL inspecfions chech only the e/emenfs avaluated.

2. Document any noncompliance situation by refercnce fhe NOVissued at the appropriate performance standard tisfed below,
3. Reference any nanatives wntfen in conjunction with ffis rnspecfion at the appropriate performace standail /isfed below.
4. Ptpvide a bnbf sfafus repoft for all pending enforcemenf acfions, permit condifions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

fIDT
2. Signs and Markers nTln

TMnE3. Topsoil

4,a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions nMTg
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments TnMt
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures ntrMf,
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring lTEn
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations TTEn
5. Explosives Tufl
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches lTnf,
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments lnutr
8. NoncoalWaste nTTT
9. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues tl nnT
10. Slides and Other Damage Tnun
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation ITnx
12. Backfilling And Grading TETM
13. Revegetation nMTM

14. Subsidence Control IntrT
15. Cessation of Operations nuTx
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing TtrnT
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls trEIE
17. OtherTransportation Facilities nfnn
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations nfnT
19. AVS Check nrntr
20. Air Quality Permit Txtrx
21. Bonding and lnsurance nnIT
22, Other ff,nn



Permit Number: C0070004

Inspection Type; BOND RELEASE

lnspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

9. . Tgpsoil

Inspection Gontinuatlon Sheet

Page 3 of 4

In the falf of 2003, the slopes and berm around the substation pad were used for
substitute topsoif . The site was graded and pocked. There were no signs of erosion
from the site.

4.a Hvdrolosic Balance: DivFrsioFs

Diversions for the substation reclamation include reclaimed stream channels SBRD-
3, SBRD-5, SBRD-6, SBRD-7A, and SBRD-7B, and culvert SBRC-1. The diversions
appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in the MRP and were all in
good condition and stable. lt was noted that culvert SBRC-1 was partially clogged
with debris (sand and gravel). Dennis Ware is aware of the condition and has
committed to cleaning the culvert using hand tools as part of routine maintenance. A
follow-up will be made by the Division at the time of the next quarterly inspection.

1.2. Backfillins And Gradins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes are similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding
area. The Permittee left some cut slopes because there was not enough material on
site to completely eliminate the cut slopes, and if material was brought in, the slope
would have to be extended so far that the slope would cover (block) the road. The
Division observed a minor slump above the cut slope.

Area met stability of 1.3

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: No highwalls exist on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.

Long Term Static Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable. The Division did
observe a minor slump above the cut slope. The soil cover is shallow, usually two
feet of soil over bedrock. The slump was most likely due to water eroding the soil
around a boulder. The slump area appears to be stable and is outside of the
reclaimed area.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.



PermitNumber: C0070004

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Dater Thursday, $eptember 08, 2005

13.._ Reueqgtation

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 4 of 4

The site was seeded in the fall of 2003. Vegetation is vigorous and reflects the good
water year.

16.b Roads: Drainase Gontrols

Drainage controls for the acces$ road are diversions that include reclaimed stream
channels SBRD-6, SBRD-7A, and SBRD-7B and culvert SBRG-1. As noted above,
the diversions appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in the MRP
and were all in good condition and stable. lt was noted that culvert SBRC-1 was
partially clogged with debris (sand and gravel). Dennis Ware is aware of the
condition and has committed to cleaning the culvert using hand tools as part of
routine maintenance. A follow-up will be made by the Division at the time of the next
quarterly inspection.



State of Utah

Department of
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MICHAEL R. STYLER
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JOHN R. BAZA
Division Director
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Governor
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Permitee: CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

Operator: GASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

Site: CA$TLE GATE MINE

Address: PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526-0030

County: CARBON

Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRAM

Permit Status: RECLAIMED

Gurrent Acreages Mineral Ownership

Permit Number: c0070004
Inspection Type: BOND RETEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Start Dateffime: 9/8/2005 9:15:00 AM

End Dateffirne: 9/8/2005 10:30:00 AM

Last Inspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

lnspector: Wavne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: ltild with clear to partv cloudv skies

InspectionlD Report Number: @
Accepted by pgrubaug

1A1s12005

Types of Operations

M Underground

tr $urface

E Loadout

I Processing

f, Reprocessing

7,619.00 Total Permitted
63.00 Total Disturbed
29.20 Phase I

18.20 Phase ll

Phase lll

E Federal

E state

M Gounty

M Fee

I other

Report rummary and status tol pendlng entorcemont action6, polmlt condltons, Dly|3lon Orde]!, and amendmenta:

Phase I Bond release on the Hardscrabble Canyon substiation area - 0.78 acre site. R€clalmed in 2002. The Division
found that the site met the minimum requirements for Phase I Bond release. The BLM also agreod that the site should
receive Phase I Bond release.

The rest of Hardscrabble could achiev€ Phase lll bond r€lease In 2008.

Inspector's Sig nature: Date Tuesday, October 11, 2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll
lnspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection repoft does not cpnstitute an affidavit of compliance wilh the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 Wesl North Temple, Suite 1210, PO Box 145801, Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801
telephone (801) 538-5340 e facgimile (801) 359'3940 . TTY (80I) 538-74Jfi t www.ofim.utah.gov

Inspection Report

State Steven Fluke Environmental$cientist ll

State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll

State Pamela Grubaugh-Littig Environmental Manager

Oher Rex Sacco Lands and Access Coordinator

BLM Sue Berger Mining Engineer Technician



Permit Number: C0070004

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

Inspection Continuation $heet

Page 2 of4

REvtEw gF- p ERMtr. p ERFORM ANCE STAN pARpS P FRMff C QN ptTtON REqU RE M ENrS

f . Subsfantiate the e/emenfs on thrs Inspection by checking the approprtab pertormance standard'
a. For COMqLETE rnspections prcvide nanative jusfifrcafion for any a/ements not fully rnspecfed unless element is not

approprtate to the sife, ln which case check Not Applicable.
b. For PARTIAL rnspecfions check only the elements evaluated.

Z. Document any non;tcompliance situation hy reference fhe NOV lssued at the appropriate peiormance sfandard lisfed below.

S. Reference any nanatiyes wntten in conjunction with fhis rnspection at the appropriate performace sfandard listed below'

4. provide a brief status report for alt pending enforcemenf acfions, permit conditfons, Divlson Oders, and amendments.

1, Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

ntrntr
2. Signs and Markers TTtrn

trunE3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions TEnE
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments n nng
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures ft--JMtr
4.d Hydrologic Balance; Water Monitoring TlMf,
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations TIMT
5. Explosives nItrT
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches TuTT
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments trTfr-1

L,J

8. NoncoalWaste trnnT
9. Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues n nnn
10. Slides and Other Damage Tnnn
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation ttrIT
12. Backfilling And Grading trMTE
13. Revegetation trMnM

14. Subsidence Control TntrT
15. Cessation of Operations Ttrnn
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing TMnE
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls nTMT
17. OtherTransportation Facilities trtrT-ltln
18. Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations Tnnn
19. AVS Check Tnnn
20. Air Quality Permii Tunn
21. Bonding and Insurance fTnT

L,lTTtr22. Other
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Permit Number: c0070004

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

Inspection Date: Thursday, $eptember 08, 2005

Start DateiTime: 9/8/2005 9:15:00 AM

End Dateffime: 9/8/2005 10:30:00 AM

Last Inspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

lnspecton Wavfre Western.-EEvironmental Scigntist lll

Weather: Mlld with clear to narty cloudv skies,

lnspectionlD Report Number: 239

Accepted by pgrubaug

1?J1512005

Types of Operations

M Underground

M $urface

M Loadout

t] Processing

I Reprocessing

Current Acreages

7,619.00 Total Permitted
63.00 Total Disturbed
29.20 Phase I

18.20 Phase ll

Phase lll

Report 3ummary and ltdus for pendlng onforcement actlons, pemlt conditlons, Olvbion Ordelt, and amondmsnlsi

phase I Bond release on the Hardscrabble Canyon substation area - 0.78 acre site. Reclaimed in 2002' The DMsion
found that th€ site met th€ minimum requirements fior Phase I Bond release. The BLM also agreed that the slte should

receive Phase I Bond releas€.

The rgst of Hardsqabble could achieve Phase lll bond r€lease in 2008.

lnspector's Si gnature: Date Tuesday, October 11, 2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll

Inspector 1D Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regutatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210, Po Box 145801, $alt Lake city, uT 84114-5801

tclephone (S0l) 53S-5340 . fassimile (801) 359-3940 . TTY (801) 538'7458 r'nvw.ogtn.utah'gov

Inspection Beport

$tate Steven Fluke Environmental Scientist ll

State Priscilla Burton Environmental Scientist lll

State Wayne Western Environmental Scientist lll

State PamelaGrubaugh-Littig EnvironmentalManager

Other Rex $acco Lands and Access Goordinator

BLM Sue Berger Mining EngineerTechnician
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1, Subsfan tiata tha elemenfs on fhr's tnspection by checking the appropriate pertormance standad.

a. For COMr|LETE inspecilbns provide nanative iusfificiffon for any e/emenfs not fully rnspecfed unless element rs nof

appropriate to the sife, tn which case check Not Applicahle'
b, For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the e/emenfs evaluated.

z. Document any noncompliance s6uafron by reference ffie NoVissued at the apprcpriate performance sfandard lisfed belom

g. Referance any narratives wnlten in conjunction with fhis rnspecfion atthe approprta16 pefformace sfandatd listed below'

4. provide a n4af status relort for atl p"nAng enforcemenf acfions, permit condrTions, Divison Orrders, and amendments'

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

nr[tr
xn!n2. $igns and Markers

trEIM3. Topsoil

4.a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions TElM

4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments n ftrM
tnMn4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring !xMT
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations nnMT

Ttrnn5. Explosives

6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches truTu
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, lmpoundments xfnu
L NoncoalWaste fntrT
9. Protection of Fish, wildlife and Related Environmental lssues n TuT
10. Slides and Other Damage nTuD

Ttrnn
1 1, Contemporaneous Reclamation

trMnE'12. Backfilling And Grading

nMTE13. Revegetation

14. Subsidence Control TntrT
15. Cessation of OPerations filnn
16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing TMtrE

nTMf16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

fTnn17 . Other Transportation Facilities

18. Support Facilities, Utility Installations TnIT
Tntrn19, AVS Check

fItrT20. Air Quality Permit

nTf,T-tt_J21. Bonding and lnsurance

22. Other
T-lll trtrT
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lnspection Date: Thursday, September 08, 2005

3. . .Tgpsoil

Inspection Gontinuation Sheet
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In the fall of 2003, the slopes of the substation pad and road access were used for
substitute topsoil. The site was graded and pocked. This fall (2005), vegetation was

vigorous and there were no signs of erosion from the site.

4.a Hvdrolog.ic Balance:. DiversionF

Diversions for the substation reclamation include approximately 100 ft. of reclaimed
stream channel HCRD-12 and the swale crossing of the access road over the
channel. The diversions appeared to be constructed as designed and presented in

the MRP and were all in good condition and stable.

12. Backfillins And 9radins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.

The reclaimed slopes a$ similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.

Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: No highwalls exist on site.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining land use is wildlife habitat. The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat.' Long Term Static
Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclairn slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.



PermitNumber: C0070004

Inspection Type: BOND RELEASE

lnspection Date: Thursday, September 08' 2005

1,3. Rpveq.etation

lnspection Gontinuation Sheet
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Winterfat, rabbit brush, silver sage, fourwing saltbush, penstamen, Indian ricegrass,

yarrow and blue flax (all either blooming or in seed) were noled at the substation

reclaimed site. Some cow droppings were noted. Mr. Rex Sacco (Carbon County
planner), explained that there were 41 head of his personal cattle in the canyon

during tne miOdle of May. Mr. Sacco has an historical acce$s right through the

canyon to drive his cattll to theCrandall Canyon grazing allotment on BLM land

above the reclaimed area. Mr. Sacco stated that six cows were loose at the

Hardscrabble reclaim area. These strays were picked up on June 6. There was a

discussion about how cattle could bring in weed seed. PMC does weed control in the

area and wants to be careful about it, especially with the revegetation requirements

for bond release. Mr. Sacco explained to the group that he will keep the cows on the

road and keep them moving in the future. Mr. Sacco committed to talk to Dennis

Ware in April 2008, prior to trailing the cattle next year. Mr. Ware requested that Mr.

Sacco not bring in a water tank.

{6.a Roads: gonstructi,on. Maintenance. SurfFcing

The road was left at Hardscrabble as part of the postmining landuse for access up

the canyon.
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Permitee: CASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

Operator: GASTLE GATE HOLDING CO

Site: CASTLE GATE MINE

Address: PO BOX 30, HELPER UT 84526-0030

County: CARBON

Permit Type: PERMANENT COAL PROGRAM

Permit Status: REGLAIMED

Permit Number: c0070004

Inspection Typer BOND RELEASE

Inspection Datel Thursday, September 08, 2005

Start Dateffime: 9/8/2005 1:10:00 PM

End Dateffime: 9/8/2005 1:40:00 PM

Last Inspection: Wednesday, August 31, 2005

Inspector: Wavne Western. Environmental Scientist lll

Weather: Warm with clear to oartlv cloudv skieg.

InspectionlD Report Number: 740

Accepted by: pgrubaug

1U15t2005

Current Acreages

7,619,0C Total Permitted
63.00 Total Disturbed
29.24 Phase I

18.20 Phase ll
Phase lll

Mineral Ownership Types of Operations

M Federal E underground

M state E surface

M county M Loadout

M Fee n Processing

I other n Reprocessing

Ropod rummaryand rtatG for pendlng enforcemcnt actloN, pelmit condl0ons, Dlvblon Ordela, and amondmenG:

Phase I Bond release for Adlt Number 1 - 3.0 acres. The Division conducted a Phase I Bond release inspection at the
sltg and determined that the site met th€ minimum requlremenb for Phase I Bond release. The BLM also conduded
f|at bond release should be grantod.

This area was used as a loadout Pre-SMCRA cutslopes ars Pro-SMCRA.

Inspeetor's $ignature: Date Tuesday, September 27, 2005

Wayne Western, Environmental Scientist lll

Inspector lD Number: 42

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining,

1594 West North Templg Suite 1210, PO Box 145801, Salt Lake City, UT 84I 14'5801

telephone (S0t) 538.5340 r fac.eimile (801) 359-3940 r TTY (801) 538-7458 twt+w.ogm.utah.gov

Inspection Report

BLM Steve Falk

$tate Pamela Grubaugh-Littig Environmental Manager

State Dana Dean EnvironmentalScientist lll

State Priscilla Burton EnvironmentalScientistlll

State WayneWestem Environmental Scientistlll
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REVTEW OF pERfrilT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS PERtilT CONptTtON RE0.U//REMENTS

f . Subsfantiate the e/emenfs on this inspection by checking the appropr[ate performance standad.
a. For COMPLETE inspecfions provide narrative jusfifrcafion for any e/emenfs not fully inspecfed unless element is nof

approprlate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
b. For PARTIAL inspecfions check only the elements evaluated,

2, Document any noncompliance situatlon by referenca the NOV issued at the appropriate pefformance standard /r'sfed below.
3. Refercnce any nanatives wnlfen in conjunction with thls inspection at the approprfate pertormace sfandard listed below.
4. Prcvide a Drlef sfafus repoft for all pending enforcemenf acfions, permit conditfons, Divison Orders, and amendments.

1. Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Evaluated Not Applicable Comment Enforcement

nnnf,
2. Signs and Markers Txnn

nETE3. Topsoil

4,a Hydrologic Balance: Diversions TnTn
4.b Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and lmpoundments f Ttrtr
4.c Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures nETM
4.d Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring TETE
4.e Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations nIn!
5. Explosives Tuntr
6. Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches nTTr
7. Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles,lmpoundments TnTT
8. NoncoalWaste fuTT
L Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental lssues n nnT
10. Slides and Other Damage rtrIn
11. Contemporaneous Reclamation TnTf
12. Backfilling And Grading trMuE
13. Revegetation ItrnT
14. Subsidence Control TnfI
15. Cessation of Operations trITT
1 6.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacin g Ttrtrn
16.b Roads: Drainage Controls n!nn
17. OtherTransportation Facilities Tnnn
18, Support Facilities, Utility lnstallations xtrTn
19, AVS Check lTlu
20. Air Quality Permit nTTT
21. Bonding and Insurance rMnM

22. Other nnUTT
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3. Topso!!

Inspection Continuation Sheet

Page 3 of 3

Topsoif was derived from the best available material on site lsoils analyses are
available in Appendix 3G). The topsoil was graded and pocked. Vegetation is
vigorous. There is no evidence of erosion.

4.c Hvdrolosic Balance: Other Sediment Gontrol Measures

The plastic Pyramat lining the channel has been exposed in places by high flows, but
is holding the soil beneath it.

4.d Hvdroloqic Balance: Water Monitorins

UPDES discharge is not part of Phase I bond release. A spring emanates from within
the portal and discharges through a pipe into the reclaimed channel. The spring
water is high in carbonates and supports algal growth.

12. Backfillins And Gradins

Final Surface Configuration: The Permittee met the minimum requirements for
restoring the site to the general surface configuration of the land before mining. The
R645 - Rules do not require that the site be returned to the original contours rather
that the site resembles the general surface configuration of the surrounding area.
The reclaimed slopes as similar in length and grade to those in the surrounding area.
Spoil Piles Elimination: No spoil piles exist on site.

Highwalls Elimination: There are three portals at the site. All the portals are sealed
and backfilled. The portals were some of the first in Utah and date back to 1886,
Because of the historicaf significance, the top of the concrete face ups were not
covered. The Permittee has placed fill material above the concrete face ups. All
highwalls were eliminated.

Postmining Land Use: The postmining fand use is wildlife habitat, The site is
vegetated and appeared to the Division to support wildlife habitat. Long Term Static
Safety Factor of 1.3: The site appears stable.

Prevent Slides: The reclaim slopes appeared to be stable.

Minimize Erosion and Water Pollution Both on and off the Site: The reclaimed area
was pocked and vegetated. The Division found that erosion was minimized because
there were no rills or gullies formed.

21. Bondinq and Insurance

The Division recommends that Phase I Bond release be granted for the Adit #1 area.
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HECEIVED

ocT 2 0 t005
Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Perrnit Supervisor
Utah Division of Oil Gas and Mining
P. O. Box 145801
1594 West North Temple Street, Suite 1210
salt l^ake city, urah 94114-5901

DI\{ OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Subjecil Phase I Bond Release, Castle Gate and Willow Creek Mines, Plateau Minin
Coqporation

! :.,:

Dear Mrs. Gmbaugh-Littig:

The Bureau of Land Management f8l-M:).hds"bdi;iirHikHd to respond if our agency has
any objectiqn$ or concerns with regards to a Phase I bond release (reclamation bond) for
the subject mines. Mining facilities and disturbances in Hardscrabble and Sowbelly
Canyons were associated with the otd Castle Gate Mines, while facilities at Adit No. I
and Gravel Canyon are associated with the willow Creek Mines.

If you have and questions or comments, please contact Stephen Falk of my staff at 435-
636-360s.

"Atffi 
FntIrH'

tt?ilt"f HRIfil[.

3484
sL029093-046653

(uT-070)

Field Manager


