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Mr. Lowell P, Braxton, Administrator

Mineral Resource Development and Reclamatlon Program
Utah Division of 0il, Gas and Mining

355 West North Temple

3 Priad Center, Suite 350

Salt Laké City, Utah 84180-1203

 Dear Mr. Braxton:

The Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement, Western Field
Operations (CSMRE), received the enclosed letters from the USDA-Forest
Service, Manti-LaSal National Forest. The first letter contains the Forest
Service's comments on Coastal States Energy Company's Five~-Year Mine Plan for
~the Skyline Mine. These comments must be addressed by the applicant.

The second letter concerns the October 28, 1986, transmittal of Preliminary
Plans for MRP Amendment, Minor Change to Permanent Open Coal Storage Area.
The MRP Amendment was approved by your office on November 6, 1986. " A meeting
_ has been scheduled for January 7, 1987 at 10 a.m. in your office to discuss

" their concerns. OSMRE will have a representative at this meeting.

If you have any questions, please contact Meg Estep~Johnston or Rick Holbrook
at (303) 844-2451.
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,Sinéérely,

x L4 ¢
Ranvir Singh, Cgief

Federal Lands Branch v
Western Field Operations

"Briclosures
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Mr. Richard M. Holbrook teferdse
Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement
Brooks Towers

1020 15th Street
Denver, Colorado 80202

Dear Mr. Holbrook:

On December 8, 1986, we received a copy of October 28, 1986 Transmittal of
Preliminary Plans for MRP Anendment, Minor Change to Permanent Open Coal Storage
Area for the Skyline Mine :

Enclosed with the MRP amendment was a copy of a letter dated October 28, 1986 from
UDOGM to your office for review and comment. The letter also states that UDOGM
intends to complete the review by November 10, 1986. As indicated by thig letter,
we must assume that final approval fortheamerxirenthasalreadybeengiventothe

“the north coal storage area onto the cutbanks. This proposal essentially forms an

above this stockpile experienced a land failure in the years 1983 and
1984 which caused considerable downstream e. Skyline's underground drainage
failed as a result of these slides and the area was flooded. Although

still active. To construct a 35 foot high dam at this location is of serious
concern. We therefore will not consent to the subject MRP amendment.



We feel that a meeting between our respective offices (FS, OSM, DOGM) is in order
to discuss these issues. A recent contact with DOGM indicates that such a meeting
probably will not be possible until after the holidays.
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for
REED C. CHRISTENSEN
Forest Supervisor
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Mr. Richard M. Holbrook
Office of Surface

Reclamation and Enforcement

Brooks Towers

1020 15th Street

Denver, Colorado 80202

submittal is intended to replace, in total, the original Plan. If this ig indeed
the case, the referenced documents letter, maps, etc., must be included in the

Specific comments on the Five-Year Mine Plan submittal are as follows:

1. Section 2.2.1, Page 2-4

3. Section 2.3.6, Page 2-96

The locations of these wells, W13-1 and Wl7-1, are shown on Plate
2.3.6-1. :

O
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These wells are not shown on this plate as referenced.
Section 2.4.4, Page 2-116

The number of this section should be changed to 2.4.3.
Section 2.5.2, Page 2-119

Section 2.7.1, Page 2-129

A species list by plant camunity with a discussion of the methods used
~in the cammuni ty analysis were presented in the original Skyline Mining

and Reclamation Plan application and are on file at the Skyline Mine
Office.

Each version of the Mine Plan should be self explanatory documents. The
species list, etc., should be included in the new submittal.

Section 2.8, Page 2-134

Thé limiting factor to spawning success and number of resident trout in
Eccles Creek is the amount of water available rather than water quality

and habitat available.

The data shown on Table 2.8-3, page 2~146, shows that sediment fines are
increasing, degrading, spawni habitat in Eccles Creek. Water quality
and spawning habitat are also critical factors. The mine development
disturbances and the open coal stockpiles may be partially responsibile.
Forest officers have observed that effluent from the sediment pords is
often murky.

Section 2.8, Page 2-137

Cut~thrvat trout, according to Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR)
Surveys, are increasing in numbers in Huntington Creek above Electric

Lake.

This statement is misleading since the numbers decreased during
construction. This decrease in Population should also be discussed and

Section 2.8.1, Page 2-139, Paragraph 2

The reference to the Forest Service "USDFS" should be changed to
"USDAFS".
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Section 2.9.1, Page 2-149

Manmals, amphibians, reptiles, and raptors are listed. There is no
specles list of small birds found in the lease area. Several birds found

in the lease area are game species and some are Classified as high
interest species. Birds need to be included. :

Section 2.9.4, Page 2-170

Subsidence could alter ground water flow and vegetation. These changes
or resulting trends could also alter wildlife habitat. Thig possibility

Section 2.11, Page 2-183

The maps of soil/plant associations, the vegetation and soils report, and
other referenced soil maps submitted in the original application should
also be included in the new submittal.

Section 2.12.2, Page 2-200 and 201

(FEIS) and Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) have been published

and distributed to the general public. These documents supersede the
Ferron-Price Land Management Plan.

Section 2.12.2, Page 2-204

including provisions for proper temporary containment of such materials
must be reviewed for approval by the regulating agencies. Permanent
storage of contaminating materials underground may not be allowed. This
discussion needs Clarification so that it can be determined what exactly
is proposed.

Section 3.2.1, Page 3-18

After infiltration, the surface runoff is estimated at 5.10 inches.

5.10 inches is apparently a typo. It should be 1.50 inches.
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Section 3.2.3, Page 3-23

Open storage of coal in this area was not approved by the Fbrest Service

and may be responsible, in part, for the increasing sediment fires in
Eccles Creek.

It is not planned for the piles to encroach onto the adjacent cut slopes.

encroaching the north stockpile onto the cut slopes. The Forest is
opposed to this modification which we have not consented to.

Table 3.2-2, Page 3-27

Discharges reported by UFCo are within the NPDES permit standards,
however, the pre-existing water quality has most likely been degraded due
to operations. The monitoring program data should include any available
data on the pre-existing baseline water quality, for camparison, with an
appropriate discussion. ‘

Section 3.2.6, Page 3-37

Contaminated materials from the sedimentation pond, if any, must be

mmvedmﬁhmﬂedtotheappxnveddisposal area before the pond can be
backfilled and reclaimed.

The pond is shown in plan view (Map 3.2.1-4) and in cross section (Map
3.2.1-2),

Map 3.2.1-4 does not contain a Plan view of the pond showing the
emergency spillway. : ‘

Section 3.2.6, Page 3-29

Upon abandonment and reclamation, the concrete foundations must not be
left in the canyon bottam. The concrete should be used as the initial
backfill at the base of the cut Slopes to provide support for the
backfilled materials and topsoil. Only clean materials will be allowed
to be used as fill materials,

The discussion of fracturing and burying the concrete foundations
in-place in this section and in Section 4.12.1, page 4-57, should be
changed as discussed above.

Section 4.7.2, Page 4-33

Revegetation analyses have been conducted annually and reported to the
Tegulating authority. ‘ ‘
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Section 4.7.5, Page 4-35

These data are from those communities disturbed and for reference areas
which will be used for camparison (aspen, sagebrush, spruce-fir,
riparian).

The reference area must be identified and the monitoring data reported.

Section 4.7.7, Page 4-38

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) should be replaced in the seed mix at an
equal coverage by Pacific Aster (Aster chilensis var. adscondens) which
is more suited to this environment.

Section 4.8.2, Page 4-41

The permittee has prepared and has available at the mine site a Spill
Prevention Control Plan as required to be implemented in the event of a

spill or leakage of the stored fuels, oils or oil products.

This plan should bevincluded in the MGRP,
Section 4.9, Page 4-43

The location of the discussed drill holes and shafts should be addressed
by reference to a map or plate.

Section 4.11.4

See comments for item 6.

Section 4.17.1, Page 4-74

angle of draw, and the amount of vertical subsidence expected in the
specific undermined areas must be campleted and included in this plan.
This must also be graphically displayed on a map which shows the surface
features, topography, mined-out areas, projected mining ‘configuration,
zone of influence of subsi (angle of draw projection to the
surface), and areas where subsidence will be prevented. Map 4.17.1-1 is

perennial streams in the area face potential impact caused by mining. In
Section 4.17.2, page 4-74, it is stated that: There will be no mining

caused subsidence under either the Electric Lake Reservoir or Upper
Huntington Creek inlet to the reservoir.

Section 4.17.5, Page 4-79
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Section 5.1, Page 5-1

The fourth item listed under Usage Guidelines is the Manti-LaSal National

Forest's Forest Plan for studying the Effects of Underground Coal Mining
on Surface and Subsurface Resources, 1978.

As referencéd, this plan was a draft version. The plan was revised and
finalized on June 6, 1986, and the title was changed to "Manti-LaSal

National Forest Monitoring Plan for Studying the Effects of Underground
Coal Mining on Surface and Subsurface Resources".

ﬁmﬁ%

REED C. CHRISTENSEN

'Forest Supervisor



