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INSPECTION REPORT

INSPECTION DATE & TIME: July 7, 1987

2:00 to 5:30
Permittee and/or Operators Name: Utah Fuel Company
Business Address: P.C. Box 719 Helper, Ut 84526
Mine Name: Skyline Mine Permit Number: ACT/007/005

Type of Mining Activity: Underground X Surface Other
County:  Carbon

Company Official (s): Keith Zobell, Keith Welch, Bill

Shriver

State Official(s): Holland Shepherd(DOGM), Larry Dalton, Walt Donaldsen(WR)
Partial: X Complete: Date of Last Inspection: 6-30-87

Weather Conditions: Sunny, warm, no runoff at site

Acreage: Permitted 4839 Disturbed 75.8 Regraded 0 Seeded

Bonded 75.8
Enforcement Action: none

0

COMPLIANCE WITH PERMITS AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

YES N0 _N/A  COMMENTS

1. PERMITS C ) C ) ) ( )
2. SIGNS AND MARKERS (x) C ) C ) )
3. JOPSOIL C ) C ) C ) C )
4. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:

a. SIREAM CHANNEL DIVERSIONS C ) C )C ) )

b. DIVERSIONS C ) C YO ) )

C. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS (X)) T YO ) (X))

d. OTHER SEDIMENT OONTROL MEASURES C ) C ) O ) (D)

e. SURFACE AND GROUNDWATER MONITORING C ) C ) C ) C )

f. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS C ) C ) U ) (D)
5. EXPLOSIVES C ) C )(C ) )
6. DISPOSAL OF DEVELOPMENT WASTE AND SPOIL C ) C )T ) ()
7.  COAL PROCESSING WASTE C ) C YO C )
8.  NONCOAL WASTE C ) C )C ) (D)
9. PROJECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND

RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES (x) ¢ ) ) ( X)

10. SLIDES AND OTHER DAMAGE ¢ ) C )y C ) ()
11. CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION C ) C )UC ) (D)
12.  BACKFILLING AND GRADING C ) C YO ) C )
13. REVEGETATION ¢ ) C )Y ) [GD)
14. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL C ) C ) C ) ()
15. CESSATION OF OPERATIONS C ) C )Y ) C )
16. ROADS

a. CONSTRUCTION C ) ) C ) ( )

b. DRAINAGE CONTROLS C ) C ) C ) (D)

c. SURFACING C ) C YO ) (D)

d. MAINTENANCE C ) C )C ) (D)
17. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES C ) C ) ) ( )
18.  SUPPORT FACILITIES

UTILITY INSTALLATIONS ( ) ) ) «C )

an equal opportunity employer
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4.c. SEDIMENT POND AND 9., PROTECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES:

This inspection was performed in response to a request that DOGM
representatives meet with State Division of Wildlife Resource officials at
the Skyline mine site. During the latter part of June, Wildlife Resource
officials had received reports from fisherman in the Scofield area that
stream water in Eccles and Mud Creeks was being stained. Larry Dalton of
the Division of Wildlife Resources in Price investigated the reports and
determined that the staining was coming from the Skyline Mine's sediment
pond. He called the Division and reported that he was unable to see the
bottom of the creek bed or see any fish in the stream. He also requested
that we meet with him on site the date of this inspection.

At the mine site, I met with Larry Dalton, Walt Donaldsen (Fisheries
Specialist with Utah Wildlife Resources), Keith Zobell, Keith Welch, and
Bill Shriver, (Skyline mining officials). During the course of the
inspection, Wildlife Resources officials and mine officials conducted an
inventory of live fish along a 1/4 mile of Eccles Creek, just below the
south fork of Eccles confluence.

The inventory was conducted using electro-shock and capture of stunned
fish. According to Walt Donaldsen, the total tally at the end of the
inventory was 270 fish per mile. All fish sampled appeared healthy and
unaffected by anything in the water.

%he Wildlife Resource officials also conducted a sample inventory for
acroinvertebrates. Their conclusion was that the macroinvertebrate
*population was down 30 to 40 percent of normal and had been affected by
something in the water.

Upon inspection of the stream channel in Eccles and the water at locations
below the sediment pond, I found a slimy, black substance coating both
sides of rocks and boulders. The water was discolored and turbid, tinted
with a brown-black substance, which was not just sediment. The slime
smelled of an active microbril population and appeared to be slightly
filamentous.

Later during the inspection, I looked at Eccles Creek above the bypass
culvert inlet and the north fork of Eccles above the bypass culvert
inlet. I saw nothing at either location which resembled the slimy
substance and water staining found below the bypass culvert outlet or
operator's mine sediment pond.

Copy of this Report:
Mailed to: Keith Zobel, Donna Griffin
Given to: Joe Felfrich

ThecmamtFmre CS1Tramatiire and NmbheT Hnl1land Shepherd Date: 7-15-87
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No conclusions were reached the day of the inspection as to what the slime
consisted of or what exactly was the source of the slime. Three theories
were developed.

(1) The slime is a result of a massive microbial bloom stemming from
eutrophocation of the operator's sediment pond.

(2) The slime has been generated from the escape of emulsified oil
from the operator's pond, upon which a microbial population is
feeding.

(3) The slime has resulted from a sewage leak somewhere on the
operator's property.

I spoke with Larry Dalton the following day. Mr. Dalton indicated to me
that until more tests can be run on mine water versus pond water and
nutrient tests conducted, no valid conclusion can be drawn. He did,
however, indicate to me that he believed it was definitely a nutrification
problem that probably had evolved from a nutrient sink in the sediment
pond. The nutrients, he explained, may have originated from the natural
background surface material.

Mr. Dalton informed me that his office feels that no significant or long
!term impact on the aquatic habitat, of the above described section of

| Eccles, has occurred. He indicated to me that once the source of the
‘nutrient loading is eliminated, the macroinvertebrates will return rapidly
| (two to three weeks). He also indicated that the fish will not suffer
\from the lack of aguatic macroinvertebrates in their diet for several

weeks.

The Division has informed the operator that no violation has as yet been
determined. Any final decision regarding enforcement action must await
the resolution of test results. The operator and the Division of Wildlife
Resources are concurrently conducting tests to determine the source of the
problem. I have taken water samples at the mine water pond and above and
below the bypass culvert.

Inspectors Signature and Number: _ Holland Shepherd Date: 7-15-87






