
oal/o td :_ U u'\t\
^ e

ts1/l^4

il-dn'r4 dr
r \ t i

[,} \,/.r.i

--_:-j t,lr..iy Z $lltah Fuet Company I i Lr
A SUBSIDIAFY OF THE COASTAL CORPORATION The Energy People

iilii;sf$id rlF
,  00?g 

${i" '?54$'tPeiEitzut:

P  O  B O X  7 1 9
HELPER.  UTAH 84526
801t637-7925
FAX 801-637-7929

November 19,  1990

Lowel I  Braxton
Assoc ia te  D i rec to r
D i v i s i on  o f  0 i l ,  Gas  &  M in ing
355 West  Nor th  Temple
3  T r i ad  Cen te r ,  Su i t e  350
Sa l t  Lake  C i t y ,  UT  84180 -1203

Dear  Mr .  B rax ton :

In  ou r  submi t ta l  f o r  t he  coa l  s tack ing  tube  amendmen t  we
p roposed  t o  p ro tec t  t he  ex i s t i ng  cu t  s l opes  on  e i t he r  s i de  o f
t he  p i l e  by :  ( 1 )  p l ac i ng  a  d ra i n  b l anke t  o f  we l l  g raded  ma te r i a l
on  t he  s l ope  on  an  as -needed  bas i s ,  and  (2 )  a rmou r i ng  t he  s l opes
w i th  re in fo rced  sho tc re te  to  he l  p  s tab i  I  i ze  the  s lopes  and  to
protec t  them f rom be i  ng dug i  n to  by  mach ' inery  mov i  ng the coa l  .
l , . l e  have  been  re -eva lua t i ng  th i s  p roposa l  and  fee l  t ha t  i t  w i l l
no t  accomp ' l  i  sh  the  des i  red  ob jec t i  ves .  The  des i  red  ob jec t i  ve
for  both  the land management  agenc ies  and Utah Fuel  Company are
the  same  no t  t o  a l l ow  mach ine ry  t o  d i g  i n t o  t he  ex i s t i ng  cu t
s l opes ,  t hus  c rea t i ng  an  uns tab le  s l ope  cond i t i on  and  i n t r oduc ing
con tamina tes  i n to  the  coa l  p roduc t .

I , le  have had severa l  shotcre te  cont rac tors  v i  s i  t  the s i  te
and  make  p roposa ls  fo r  sho tc re t i ng  these  s lopes .  A1  I  o f  t hem
are  w i l l i ng  t o  sho t c re te  t he  s l opes ;  howeve rn  a l l  o f  t hem a l so
exp ressed  conce rns  abou t  t he  success  o f  t he  i ob .  Due  to  the
s teepness  and  roughness  o f  t he  s lopes  they  have  se r ious  doub ts
as  to  the  l ongev i t y  o f  t he  sho tc re te ,  even  w i thou t  heavy  mach ine ry
wo rk i ng  i n  c l ose  p rox ' im i t y  t o  i t .  They  a l so  f ee l  t he re  i s  a
good  chance  o f  f a i l u re  o f  t he  sho tc re te  due  to  f ros t  heav ing ,
wh ' i ch  i  s  due  to  the  na tu ra l  subsu r face  wa te r  t ha t  w i  I  I  occu r
undernea th  the  sho tc re te .

A f te r  f u r the r  rev iew  we  fee l  t ha t  sho tc re t i ng  the  s lopes
w i l l  no t  he lp  us  ach ieve  t he  des i r ed  ob jec t i ve .  A  l aye r  o f
sho tc re te  i s  no t  much  o f  a  ba r r i e r  f o r  a  D8  o r  D9  s i ze  o f  a
t r ac to r .  Th i s  s i ze  o f  mach ine ry  cou ld  r i p  ou t  a  I a rge  p i ece
o f  sho tc re te  and  no t  even  know i t  un t i l  t he  ope ra to r  obse rves
the  sho tc re te ,  rocks  and  d i r t  i n  t he  coa l .  t ^ l e  f ee l  a  be t te r
a l t e rna t i ve  i s  no t  t o  have  the  equ ipmen t  come in  con tac t  w i th
the  s lope  to  beg in  w i th .  I n  t h i s  scenar io  the  sho tc re te  becomes
redundan t .
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l l le  have been s tack inq and recover ing coa l  o f f  o f  these s lopes
s ince  Februa ry  1985 .  D i l r i ng  th i s  t ime  f rame we  have  success fu l l y
removed  the  coa l  f rom these  s lopes  w i thou t  d igg ing  i n to  them.

h le  would  l i ke  to  propose that  we cont inue to  pro tec t  these
s 1  opes through our  operat i  ona I  procedures .  l rJe  wou 1 d  accompl  i  sh
th i s  by :  ( 1 )  Leav ing  a  phys i ca l  ba r r i e r  o f  a  m in imum o f  IB " -24 "
o f  coa l  on  t he  s l opes  wh i l e  t he  mach ine ry  i s  r emov ing  t he  coa l .
A f te r  t he  mach ine ry  has  removed  the  bu l k  o f  t he  coa l ,  t he  coa l
l e f t  on  t he  s l opes  w i l l  na tu ra l l y  s l ough  o f f ,  l eav ing  a  t h i nne r
l aye r  o f  coa l .  Th i s  p rocess  w i l l  no t  d i s t u rb  t he  ex i s t i ng  s l opes ;
(2 )  h le  wou ld  a l  l ow  on ' l y  se lec ted  t ra ined  ope ra to rs  to  ope ra te
mach fne ry  on  t he  coa l  p i l e ;  ( 3 )  These  se lec ted  ope ra to r s  wou ld
be t ra ined in  the impor tance to  both  you and us o f  pro tec t ing
these  s lopes  i n  t he  a reas  o f  sa fe ty  p rocedures ,  mach ine  ope ra t i on ,
and  env i ronmen ta l  conce rns ;  and  (4 )  We wou ld  mon i to r  t hese  s lopes
to  i nsu re  tha t  t hey  a re  be ' i ng  p ro tec ted .

Approx ima te l y  100 ,000  tons  o f  coa l  i n  t he  p roposed  s tockp i l e
i s  l i ve  s to rage .  As  shown  on  the  a t tached  d raw ing  the  l i ne  s to rage
a rea  i s  no t  i n  c l ose  p rox im i t y  t o  t he  ex i s t f ng  cu t  s l opes .  The
on ly  t ime  mach ine ry  wou ld  be  remov ing  coa l  nea r  t he  s lopes  wou ld
be the few t imes each year  when we remove the ent i re  s tockp i le
to  mee t  sh ipp ing  commi tmen ts .

l , le  are  now and rv i l l  cont inue to  be commit ted to  adequate ly
p ro tec t i ng  t he  s l opes .  I f  you  concu r  w i t h  t h i s  p roposa l  we  w i l l
submi t  t he  necessa ry  word ing  changes  fo r  t he  pe rm i t .  I f  you
need  add i t i ona l  f  n fo rma t ion  con tac t  Ke i th  Zobe l  l .  l , l e  wou ld
apprec ia te  you r  ea r l y  rev iew  as  we  p ' l an  on  pu t t i ng  the  s tack ing
tube  i n to  ope ra t i on  i n  Janua ry  1991 .

S ince re l y ,
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