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NPDES Discharge Permit UT-0023540;
The Frequent Exceeding of the TDS
Effluent Limitation

Dear Keith Welch:

Coastal States has developed a pattem of regularly exceeding tlre permitted effluent limitation
for TDS. Wlren the permit was renewed in September 1990, the TDS effluent lirnitation was
futcreasecl frorn 700 mgll- to 1000 mg/L on the condition that the average of TDS shall not
exceed 723 mg/L for the year. The average muimum monthly value for TDS at Coastal States
frorrr August 1988 to July 1989 was 766 iriglL; for August 1989 to July 1990 it was 832melL.
From August 1990 to the prcsent the average value for TDS is 1052 mgL. The last five reported
values for TDS have exceeded the t000 mg& limit. The latest reported value for TDS is also
tlte highest value, l43l mg/L. This demonstrates a definite upward trend. Since the permit
renewal there has also been 4 rcported analysis of sulfate exceeding the sulfate effluent limit in
the new pennit. 

'We 
reco gnize that the sulfate problem is related to the TDS problem. Another

problem is reported oil and grease analysis which have exceeded the effluent lirnitations
significantly two times since the permit renewal.

Do you know what the problem is, or do you have an explanation for these results? What do
you plan to do to come into compliance with your pennit?

Sincerely,

n r.-t /
twu'ly-,

Donalil A. Hilden, Ph.D., Manager
Permitting & Compliance Section
Bureau of Water Pollution Control
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