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Date: August 29 , L99L

Daron Haddock
Pernit  Supervisor
Div.  o f  Oi l ,  Gas and Min ing
355 trlest North Ternple
3 Tr iad Center ,  Sui te  350
salu Lake ciry, uT 841-80 -L230

Dear Daron:

I have decided to consent to approval of Coastal States Energy Company's
three-hole coal explorat ion dri l l ing project near l , Ioods Canyon by the Bureau of
Land Management. Enclosed is a copy of the associated decision document with
attachnents for your records.

Don't hesitate to contact this off ice at the above' address or by cal l ing (80f)
637-28L7 if you have any questions or require further information.

Sincere ly ,

!.t. A aC Tn .'r"r'rr^
U I '

GEORGE A. MORRIS
Forest Supervisor
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DECISION MEMO

COASTAL STATES COMPAT{Y, THREE-HOLE
DRILLING PROGMI{

COAL EKPI,ORATION

COAL HPLORATION LICENSE APPLICATION IM'-68087
PRICE RAI'IGER DISTRICT

HANTI-IA SAL NATIONAL FOREST
CARBON COI'}TIT, UTAIT

Coastal States Energy Gompany (Coastal States) has applled to the Bureau of
Land Management (BIJ{) to conduct a three hole eoal exploratlon drilling progran
on unleased Federal Coal lands withln the Mantl-La SaI Natlonal Forest. Since
the proposed proJect Lies on unleased lands, a Coal Exploration License
Appltcatlon (BIJ{ designation lfflt-68087) was subnitted ln accordance with 43 CFR
3410. Pursuant to establlshed procedures , the BIJ{ has requested that the
Forest Senrice conduct an envlronmental analysls slnee these lands are within
the adnlnistrative boundary of the Manti-La SaI Natlonal Forest. ltre
application and operating plan contained ln the case file fully explain the
proposal. Attachments 1 and 2 show the locations of the proposed eoal
exploration license and exploration holes.

I have decided to consent to approval of the coal exploratlon license by BLM
subJ ect to Forest Serrrlce special stipulatlons (Attachnent 3 ) . Ttrrough
proJect scoping, the Forest Serrrice has deternined that there are no
unnitigated lssues for the proj ect. Ttris type of coal e:rploratory drilllng is
a routine practl.ce on ttre llasatch Plateau. Many troles have been drf.lled on the
Prlce Ranger Dlstrlct ln the past, wlth no resource damage, and the sites have
been successfully rehabll-ltated. Ttre proposed action would then fall wtthin
Category 5, of Section 26.2 (nineral and energy activlty with llnited size,
duration, and degree of disturbance) and no extraordinary clrcumstances exist
that night cause the action to have significant effects; therefore, the action
is categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental inpact
statement or an envlronmental assessment (FSH 1909.15 Sectlon 25) . Ttre Forest
Senrice has determlned that there would be no unnltigated adverse inpacts to
Forest Senzice adninistered lands and that there would be no lnpact to
Threatened, Endangered, or Sensitive species.

Ttris proJect is consistent with the management di.rections, lncluding standards
and guideltnes, in the Manti-La Sal NationaL Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan (pages III -4 , III -L2 , and III - 34 through III - 36) . Ttre
management prescription emphasizes wood fiber (TBR'Management Unit) and forage
production (Rl{G Management Unit). Mineral activites are allowed with
nitlgation to assure continued reforestation and livestock access and use.



There are no known prine or unlque farnlands, wetlands, tlnber lands,
rangelands, or alluvial valley floors within the lease area. There w111 be no
impacts to floodplaLns, cultural resources, or threatened, Endangered or
Sensitive floral or faunal species :

The proj ect can be inplenented no sooner than seven days following publication
of this decision ln the Sun Advocate,

Ttrls declslon ls subJect to adninlstratlve revLew 1n accordance wlth 36 CFR
2I7 . Any appeal of thls declsion must lnclude the information required by 36
CtrR 2L7.9 (content of a notice of appeal), incLuding the reasons for appeal.
Two (2) copies of the Notice of Appeal must be ftled with Gray Relmolds,
Regional Forester, 324 25th Street, Ogden, Utah 84401 withln 45 days of the
date that the legal notice ls published in the Prlce Sun Advocate.

If you have concerns about thls decisLon, please contact me so that I can hear
and discuss those concerns with you. My phone ntrmber is (801) 637-28L7.

Approved by: Date, 8 - >q -q l
A. MORRIS
Supenrtsor
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ATTACHMENT 1

FOREST SERVICE SPECIAL STIPUIATIONS

Stipulations to be included in the Coal Drlll inF Permit/Llcense

A pre-work neeting including the responsiblb conpany
respresentative(s), contractors, and the Forest Service must be
conducted at the proj ect location prior to comrnencement of operations .
Slte-speciflc Forest Service requirements will be discussed at this
t ime.

A Road-Use Pernlt must be obtained from the Forest SenrLce before
equlpnent Ls transported onto National Forest Systen lands. Ttre
locatlon of new roads is subj ect to Forest Senrlce review and
approval. No construciton nay begin prlor to approval. Any
nodificatLons or changes Eo approved locatlons are also subJ ect to
review and approval.

All surface dlsturbing activities including reclanation must be
superrised by a responsibLe representative of the pernittee/LLcensee
who ls arrare of the terms and conditlons of the proJ ect
pernits/lleenses. A copy of the appropri.ate pernits/llcenses nust be
available for revlew at the proJect site.

ltre Forest uust be notified 48 hours ln advance that heavy equi.pment
will be moved onto National Forest System lands and that surface
disturbing activities w111 commence.

5. Establishnent of campsites and staglng areas on National Forest Systen
lands Ln support of this project 1s subJect to Forest Senrice
approval.

Ttre Forest Serrrice must be notified of any proposed alternations to
the plan of operations. Any changes to the existing plan are subJ ect
to Forest Serrrice review and concurrence.

Fire suppression equipment must be available to all personnel working
at the proJect slte. Equlpnent must include at least one hand tool
per crew member consisting of shovels and pulaskis and one properly
rated fire extinguisher per vehicle and/or internal combustlon engine.

A11 gasoline, diesel, and stean-powered equi.pnent must be equipped
with effective spark arresters or nufflers. Spark arresters must meet
Forest Senrlce specifications discussed in the "General Purpose and
Locomotlve (GP/L) Spark Arrestor Guide, Vo1ume 1, Aprl l ,  1988"; and
Multi-position Snall Engine (l{SE) Spark Arrestor Guide, Voh:me 2,
Apri l ,  1988. In addit ion, al l  electr ical equipnent must be properly
insulated to prevent sparks.

2 .

3 .

4 .

6 .

7 .

8 .



9 . Ttre permittee/Lilcensee will be held responsible for danage and
suppressLon cost for fLres started as a result of operatLons. Flres
must be reported to the Forest Servlce as soon as possible.

Ttre Forest Serrrice reserves the right to suspend operations during
periods of high f ire potential.

Water needed ln support of operatlons nust he properly and legally
obtalned according to Utah State water laws. The location of
diversions, if on National Forest Systen lands, is subject to Forest
Senrice revlew and approval. Water dlversion structures, if
needed,nust be constructed as specified by the Forest Serrrice.

UnauthoxLzed off-roed vehlcular travel ls prohlbtted.

Sectlon corners or other sur:vey markers,' Lncludlng claln corners, ln
the proJect area must be located and flagged for preserrration prlor to
conmencement of surface disturbing activities. Ttre removal,
dlsplacement, oE dlsturbance of narkers must be approved by the proper
authorlty. Replacement w111 be done by the proper authority at the
expense of the permLttee/Licensee.

If cultural or paleontological resources are discovered during
operatlons, all operatLons rshich nay result in disturbance to the
resources must cease and the Forest Senrtce must be notlfled of the
discovery.

Gates must be closed by the per:nictee after entqr unless othensise
noti f ied.

the pernlttee/LLcensee will be held responsible for all damage to
fences, cattleguards, resource Lnprovenents, roads, and other
stnrctures on National Forest Systen lands which result from their
operatlons. Ttre Forest Senrice must be notlfied of damages as soon as
possib le.

Operations must be coordinated with gxazLng pernittees to prevent
confl icts.

Harrassment of wildlife and livestock is prohibtted.

Topsoll must be strlpped from areas occupted by parked vehicles and
nud pits and stockplled for use during reclanatlon. Topsoll
stockplles wLll be loeated to minimize contamination or loss. Rock
material will be stockpiled separately.

Drtll pads w111 be deslgned to prevent or dininish overland flow from
enterlng the site during precipitation events. Pad sltes will be
sloped to drain all spills and on-site precipitation into the nud
pits. If necessary, pits w111 be punped out to reduce their content
and insure that overflow does not occur. Fluids will be dlsposed of
Forest at a Utah State approved disposal site.

1 1 .

1 0 .

1'2.

13 .

L4.

1 5 .

1 5 .

L7 .

19 .

20 .

18 .



2L. A11 drtll lng fluids, mud and cuttings must be contained on the project
site in nud pits or portable containers. I'he pits must not be used
for dlsposal of garbage, trash or other refuse. Unattended pits will
be fenced to keep out livestock and wildlife.

22 . all trash, garbage and other refuse
the project si te prior to disposal at

:

A11 significant water encountered during drill ing must be reported to
the Forest Senrlce, including the depth and fornation at which it was
encountered, and an estimate of the flow..

If any of the drtll holes encounter artesian groundwater flow, the
District Ranger nust be notified prior to plugging the hole to
deternine whether or not the Forest ServLce would eleet to establlsh a
permanent water development at the site.

25. A11 drtll holes must be plugged in accordance wlth Federal and State
regulations.

26. ltre operator must clean up and remove all drill ing equipnent, trash,
garbage, flaggiog, vehicles and other such naterials from National
Forest Systen lands.

Durlng the drtlllng operatlons
must be properly contained on
authorlzed sl.tes.

23 .

24.
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27 .

30 .

31 .

Dlsturbed areas must be reclalmed by the end of the field season.
Exceptlons requlre Forest Senrlce approval.

Drill rigs and hearr;r equi.pnent (not including water trucks) must not
be transported on or off the proJ ect area durlng the opening of the
general elk hunt nor during the opening weekend of the general deer
hunt. Ifater trucks mtrst be preceded by a pitot vehlcle when haullng
water for the project during the hunting season.

Contanlnated soll and gravel must be stripped and placed in the nud
pit prior to site reclarnation. All toxic or hazardous fluids and
materials must be removed from the National Forest and disposed of at
a faclltty llcensed to handle and dtspose of such materlals.

Mud plts must be allowed to dry or be prrnped out before they are
backfllled and reclalned. If punped, fluids vill be disposed of
off-Forest, 8t a Utah State approved site. th"y must be enclosed by a
Z-strand barbed wlre fence wlth sheep net while they are left to dry.

Drill sltes, roads to be obliterated, and nud pits when they are dry,
must be reclal.med by selectively backfill lng excavated materials,
topsoil last, such that the disturbed area is replaced to approxtmate
original contour. Ttre disturbed area must be seeded with the
specif ied seed nlx.

Upon conpletion of the project, conpacted soils must be scarified and
seeded with the specified seed nix.

29 .

32 .
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34. Ttre reclalmed roads must be slgned and blocked off to discourage
vehicle access by the public.

35 . Reclanation efforts will be diligently pursued to Lnsure that a
mininun ground cover is established on all disturbed areas which is
equal to or greater than the surrounding .toti"trrrbed areas.

Seeding wil l  be done with the fol lowing cert i f led seed mix:35 .

Species
Intermediate lJheatgrass - Agropyron internediun
Orchard Grass - Dactylis glonerata
Slender Wheatgrass - Agropyron trachycaulum
Snooth brome - Bromus inermus
Crested lilheatgrass Agropyron cristatum
Ladak Alfalfa - Medicago sativa ladak
Yellow Sweet Clover - Meliotus officinalis
Snall Burnett - Sangulsorba minor
Perennial Ryegrass - Loliun perenne

Thls seed mLxture must be 99 percent pure live seed containing a
maxinrrn of lt weeds , none of which are noxious.

37 . Ttre operator will be held llable for controL of noxious rteed
infestatlons found to be a result of this drill operation.

38 .

40 .

4L.

42.

Merchantable tinber will be purchased by the pernittee at apprai.sed
rates and removed from the area. Tinber not neetlng sawlog
utLlization standards but which is suitable for fuelwood will be cut
lnto four foot lengths and decked at a locatlon that Ls accessLble to
the publlc.

Outside berms will not be constructed on any roads.

Hearr5r equipnent nay not be moved on Forest Development Roads on
holtday weekends. If the project should contlnue lnto L992,
restricted dates will be deternined at that tine.

Ttre tenporaqr access road to hole 91-35-1 will be obliterated and
closed to the public. Htren this hole is no longer needed for water
monltorlng the temporary access w111 be reopened under Forest Serrrice
direction, the hole will be plugged and abandoned, and the access road
wtll again be obliterated and closed to the public.

Construction of an access road to hole 91-35-2 wil l  not be al lowed.
Forest Senrice consent for this hole invoLves helo-portable operations
only. Other access nethods and operations would requl.re an amendment
to the Exploration Ll-cense and specifLc Forest Servlce consent.

33. A11 disturbed
configuration

nages must be replaced to thelr approximate original
the project  area is reclaimed.

pounds/acre
3
2
3
3
2
1
1
1
L

39 .
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Stipulations for Lands of the National Forest System Under
Jurisdiction of the Departnent of Agriculture.

Ttre Licensee/pemlttee/Lessee must conply with all the rules and
regulat,lons of the Secretary of Agriculture set forth at Title 36,
Chapter II, of the Gode of Federal Regulations governing the use and
management of the National Forest System (NFS) when not inconsistent
with the rlghts and regulations must be conqlled wlth for (1) all use
and occupancy of the NFS prior to approval of a permit./operation plan
by the Secretary of the Interior, (2) uses of al l  exist ing
improvements, such as Forest Development Roads, within and outside the
area llcensed, pernitted or leased by the Secretary of the Interior,
and (3) use and occupancy of the NFS not authorized by a
pernit/operating plan approved by the Secretary of the Interior.

AlL natters related to this stipulation are to be addressed

to: Forest Supenrisor

at: Mantl-La Sa1 Natlonal Forest
599 West Prlce River Drive
Price, Utah 84501

Telephone No. (801) 637-28L7

who is the authorlzed representative of .the Secretary of Agriculture.

Stlpulatlons to be Included in the Road Use Pernlt

Roads nust not be used when they are wet and susceptible to damage.

45. The pernl.ttee is responsible for repair of any-damages to roads which
are caused by hts operations.

46. All trafflc must maintain safe speeds comnensurate with existing
condit ions.

47. Roads nust be watered if dust becomes a problens or if excessive loss
of road materlal occurs.
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