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The Mant i -La  Sa l  Nat iona l  Fores t  Land and Resource  Management  P lan  requ i res
pro tec t ion  o f  the  f lov  and in tegr i t y  o f  perenn ia l  s t reams th rough incorpora t ion
o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  i n  c o a l  l e a s e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  S u r f a c e  M i n i n g
C o n t r o l  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  A c t  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f
t h e  v a t e r  b a l a n c e .

During our review of  t .he last  S-year reneval  of  the Mining and Reclamat ion Plan
f o r  t h e  S k y l i n e  M i n e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p e r e n n i a l  s E r e a m s  v a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a n
issue.  Th is  invo lves  min ing  under  perenn ia l  s t reams and po ten t ia l  impacts  to
Ehe f  1ov  and grad ien t  o f  t .hese dra inages  as  a  resu l t  o f  subs idence.  I ^ Ihen the
cur ren t  5 -year  permi t  vas  issued by  the  Utah  D iv is ion  o f  O i l ,  Gas  and Min ing
(UDOGM),  i t  vas  ident i f ied  tha t  Min ing  and Rec lamat ion  P lan  rev is ions  vou ld  be
requ i red  to  p revent  impacts  to  perenn ia l  s t reams.  In  the  las t  coord ina t ion
m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  B L M ,  U D O G M ,  a n d  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h o s e  p o r t i c n s
o f  Burnout  Creek  and Upper  Hunt ing ton  Creek  vh ich  are  perenn ia l  vas  d iscussed.
I t  v a s  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  m i n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  l e a s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s  v h i c h  p r o r e c t
p e r e n n i a l  d r a i n a g e s  v o u l d  b e  e n f o r c e d  f o r  s t r e a m s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  p e r e n n i a l .

Dur ing  comple t ion  o f  the  Env i ronmenta l  Impact  S ta tement  fo r  Rerout ing  o f  the

Q u e s t a r  M a i n l i n e  N o .  4 L  G a s  T r a n s m i s s i o n  P i p e l i n e ,  i t  v a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t
Burnout  Creek  is  perenn ia l  f rom i ts  conf luence v i th  Upper  Hunt ing ton  Creek  to  a t
leas t  the  fo rks  and tha t  there  are  severa l  spr ings  a long the  fo rks  vh ich  have
been ident . i f  ied  as  perenn ia l  va ter  sources .  l Jh i le  i t  i s  no t  knovn hov  f  a r  above
the forks the f lovs are perennial  i t  is  knovn that Burnout Creek supports f ish
in  eon jun t ion  v i th  the  Upper  Hunt ing ton  F ishery .  Burnout  Creek  musE be
p r o t e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m i n i n g  c o n s i s t e n t  v i t h  t h e  l e a s e  s t i p u l a t i o n s .

I n  s e v e r a l  p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  t h e  M i n i n g  a n d  R e c l a m a t i o n  P l a n ,  U t a h  F u e l
Company has  proposed Lo  ex t . rac t  longva l l  pane ls  beneath  the  Burnout  Creek
d r a i n a g e .  D u r i n g  a  m e e t i n g  v i t h  U t a h  F u e l  C o . ,  U D O G M ,  a n d  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,
ve  s ta ted  tha t  ve  wou ld  no t  consent  to  min ing  vh ich  cou ld  cause subs idence a long
p e r e n n i a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t r e a m .  I t  v a s  t h e n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  U t a h  F u e l  C o .  w o u l d
moni to r  Burnout  Creek  and de termine vh ich  por t ions  o f  the  c reek  are  perenn ia l .
The Parsha l l  f lumes and meters  have been approved and ins ta l led  fo r  th is
purpose.  We unders tand tha t  mon i to r ing  is  be ing  conducted .
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Lease s t ipu la t ions  and the  cur ren t  approved Min ing  and Rec lamat ion  P lan  requ i re
tha t  spec i f i c  approva l  must  be  ob ta ined pr io r  to  any  min ing  under  perenn ia l
s t reams.  As  o f  the  present  E ime the  Fores t  Serv ice  has  no t  consented  to  min ing
under perennial  port ions of  Burnout Creek. l le are very concerned about
po ten t ia l  impacts  to  BurnouE Creek  f rom subs idenee.  Due to  the  progress  o f
min ing  in  the  area  and t .he  d iscussed concerns ,  ve  f  ee l  tha t  t . ime ly  reso lu t ion  o f
t h i s  i s s u e  i - s  r e q u i r e d .

M a p  3 . 3 - l  ( U p p e r  O ' C o n n o r  C o a l  S e a m  F i v e  Y e a r  P r o j e c t i o n )  s h o v s  p r o j e c t e d
1ongva l1  pane ls  beneath  por t ions  o f  Burnout  Creek  vh ich  are  knovn and suspecEed
t .o  be  perenn ia l ,  even though approva l  to  mine  under  the  perenn ia l  d ra inage has
not  been ob ta ined.  Before  a  de terminat ion  on  the  perenn ia l  o r  in te rmi t ten t
na ture  o f  the  upper  reaches  o f  Burnout  Creek  can be  mader  v€  need to  rev iev  Utah
Fue l  Company 's  da ta  o f  Burnout  Creek .  As  o f  the  da te  o f  Lh is  le t te r r  v€  have
not received any monitor ing data f rom Utah Fuel  Company or UDOGM. Because your

agency  has  regu la to ry  au thor i ty  fo r  permi t t ing  eoa l  min ing  opera t ionsr  ve  vou ld
l ike to vork together in revieving Ut.ah Fuel  Company's data and making a
determinat ion  on  the  dra inage fo r  permi t t ing  purposes .  P lease ob ta in  t .he
moni to r ing  da t .a  f rom Ut .ah  Fue l  Company and fo rvard  a  copy  to  us  fo r  rev iev .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  v i s h  t o  d i s c u s s  t . h e  i s s u e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e
F o r e s t  S u p e r v i s o r ' s  O f f i c e  i n  P r i c e ,  U t a h .
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