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0035 April 22, 1992

CI'RT'INED MAIL
(Rel.urn Receipt Requested)

I\4r. Keith Welch, Envi-r'onrnetrtol Coordi.nator
Cr,rastal States Energy Corrrpalry
175 l iast  4(X) South. Sui te 800
Sult  l -ake Cl i ty.  L l tah 841| |

RE: Atlministrative Ortler 192-03

I)err Mr. Welch:

'l't'artsrrrittecl 
her.ewith is A<lrrrinistrative Ortlel 192-03 tronr the Utalr Watel Qualiry Boarrf for your

ittrtrrerliate atter11i1rn. If you have any questious, please contact MiI<e Hertirner of this office at
5 . t8-6  t46.

Sincetely,

Utalr

Don A. Ostler, P.E.
Executive Secretarv

Il.rrclosrrre
f)l\():IvIH:.ia

cct Kenneth Alkerna. Director, Dept. of Errvi-rorrrnental Quality. rv/encl.
Fret'l Nelson. Assistint Attorney General. rv/errcf .
Steve Budiett. EPA Regiorr VI[I. u'/errcl.
Clat'on tl.jork. Souttte:rstern .District Health Dept.. rv/encl.

avid Ariotti, f)istrict Errgirree.r. w/errcf .
'r ' isc:i.l la Bulton. Divisitur of Oil Ga-s ct M.irrirrg. rv/encl.

Reply to: f)epartnrcnt of Errvir,rnmentaf Quaf ity

Div is iorr  of  Walcr  Qual i ty
288 North 1.160 Wesl

P.fJ. Box 144R70
Safr  Lake Ci ty,  Utah 84114-4870
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UTAH WATER QUALITY BOARI)

IN THE MATTER OF
COASTAL STATES ENERGY COMPANY
UTAH FUEL COMPANY, SKYLINE MINE
IJPDES PERMIT NO. UTOO2354O

DOCKET NUMBER I92.Q3
NOTICE OF VIOLATION
AND ORDER

$
$
$
$

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

THE UTAH WATER QUALIIY BOARD (hereinafter "BOARD") issues this Notice of
Violation and Order under tbe UtahWater Qualiry Acr (the "Act"), including sections /9-5-104,
I9-5-105, 19-5-106, I9-5-107, 19-5-III and I9-5-115, Utah Code Annotated ("UCA"), and in
accordance with the Utah Administrative Procedures Act, subsections 63-46b-I, et seq.

FINDINGS

Coastal States Energy Company - Utah Fuel Company, Skyline Mine (hereinafter
rfSKYLfNEtt), Carbon County, Utah, owns and operates an underground coal rnining
operation pennitted by the State of Lltah uncler Utatr Pollutant Discharge Elimination
Systern (UPDES) pennit number UT0023540. 'Ihis permit was issued September 1, 1990
and will expire September 30, 1994. SKYLINE is pennitted to discharge to Eccles
Creek.

Part I.C.l of SI(YLINE's UPDES permit requires (Outfalls 001 and 002) that:

a. Total dissolved solids (TDS) in the effluent be limited to a 1000 mglL daily
maximum value, with a yearly average not to exceed 723 mglL. These values are
based on a grab sample taken twice per month.

b. Total sulfates in the effluent be lirnited to a claill' rna,ri:num of 500 rng/L based
on a grab sample taken quarterly.

1.

2.



o
SKYLINE has submitted infonnation indicating a
199L. SKYLINE has also subrrritted the following
(DMR) as required by their UPDES permit:

TDS average of over 1200 mgfi for
data in discharge monitoring reports

Date Outfall

Daily Maximum for:

TDS (mg/L) T-Sulfate (mgll,)

9-30-90

l1-30-90

12-31-90

1-31-91

2-28-91,

3-31-9r

4-30-91

s-3 1-9 r

6-30-91

7 -31-9t

8-3 r-91

9-30-91

l0-3 r -9r

1l-30-91

L2-31-91

r-3r-92

2-29-92

00r

001

001

001

001

001

00r
00r
001

001

001

001

001

001

00r

001

001

*

1034

r092

t046

1148

L43L

1 153

r077

r236

r377

r562

r426

l 258

1465

1400

1 189

T23L

515

{<

583

527

590

650

710

800

764

800

680

* Value shown on DMR was in compliance
Sulfate sarnples taken quarterly

4. SK.YLINE has studied the reasons for the high TDS and sulfate levels ancl in
correspondence dated June 27 , I99I and February 21. 1992 iclentified the cause of their
problem as inclusion of gypsurn in theil rock dusting operation and has taken steps to
reduce the gypsum in their rock dusting. SKYLINE states their proposed solution is to
allow the rock dust to lre leached from the mine by ground water. Skyline does not know
how long this leaching process will take ancl has given no proposed tirne frame for
achieving cornpliance.



5. Because of the unknown time frarne for achieving compliance, the Executive Secretary
finds the plan submitted by SKYLINE is not acceptable.

VIOLATIONS

SKYLINE is in VIOLATION of Part I.C.l of their UPDES pennit as per FINDINGS 2 and 3
for;

Exceeding the TDS duily maxirnum limitation.

Exceeding the TDS yearly average.

Exceeding the total-sulfate daily rna:rirnum lirnitation.

ORDER

SKYLINE is hereby ORDERED to:

1 .

2.

3 .

l .

2 .

Irunediately cornply with all conditions of their UPDES permit.

Submit within thirty (30) days of receipt of this ORDER a detailed plan of how
SKYLINE will corne into compliance with their UPDES permit. This plan shall contain
a schedule for implementation ancl a deadline for compliance. It shall indicate how total
sulfate and TDS effluent concentrations can be brought into compliance in a more tirnely
manner than waiting for dissolution of rock dust, (alternative solution(s)).

SKYLINE must submit within thirty (30) days of receipt of this order a study plan to
evaluate impacts on Eccles Creek. The study plan must address as a mininrum the
following questions:

What are the effects of high concentrations of TDS antl total sulfate on Eccles
Creek?

What tlpes of restoration projects on Eccles Creek could be done by SKYLINE
as a result of potential negative impacts due to TDS and total sulfate?

Identify factors other than total sulfate and TDS concentration that may be
effecting Eccles Creek and what can be done to elirninate those factors?

Within thirty (30) days of approval by the Executive SecretarF of the plan subrnitted as
per ORDER Item 2., begin irnplenrentation of the plan.

3.

a.

b.

d.

4.



NOTICE

Arry furflrer adlninistrative proceet{ings irr this case should be conducted fonnally, utttlel' Utalt
(lode Annotaterl subsecti.ons 63-4(tb-6 tlr.rotrgh 63-461s-14, inclusive; ancl UAC R3I7-1-8. If you
wiurt to colrtest this Noti.ce of Violation and Order, you lnust responcl to it in writing antl request
a hearing frorn the BOARD. The response antl request for a hearing rnust be received by tlre
Executive Secretary rvithin thirty (30) da,ys of the date of receipt of tlris Notice of Violation ancl
Order. If no response ancl reqtrest for hearing is receivecl. the Notice. of Violation and Order shall
be consiclered final.

[ . f r r t le r  L l tuhCoc le tAr r r r t ta tcdsect i tn r lg -5- l lS .or rewhov io la tes the lc : /orare la tedpen] t i t , ru le ,
or ortlel luay be sul-r.iect to a c:ivil penalty of up to $10.000 pel: day of violatiotr. Utttler cefiafut
cil-cumstauces of rvillfuhress or gross negligence. violators lnay be fined up to $25,000 per clay.

Daterl this 22nd. clay of April , 1992.

Utah Water Quality Boald

r) cril*4wu
Don A. Ostler, P.E.
Executive Secretary

S:Coaslnl.NOV


