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R645-301-221 Prim Farnl and Investl gatlon

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Sky l ine  mus t  submi t  the  map re fe r red  to  in  the  SCS le t te r  o f  p r ime
fa rmland  de te rmina t ion  wr i t ten  on  Augus t  29 ,  1979 .

Response :

h le  have searched fo r  th i  s  map but  haven ' t  found i  t .

R645-301-222 Sol I SurveY

1 .  Sky l  i  ne  mus t  rev i  se  P l  a te  2 .  I  I  - l  t o  re f l  ec t  the  mos t  accura te
in fo rmat ion  in  the  consu l tan t ' s  repor ts  and  inc lude  car tograph ic
in fo rmat ion  such  as  sca le ,  con tour  l i nes ,  s t reams,  and  roads .

Response :

Sca le  can  be  cor rec ted  as  i t  i s  an  obv ious  e r ro r .  Map cou ld  poss ib le
be  over layed  over  base  map tha t  has  sca le ,  con tour  l i nes ,  s t reams,  and
roads .  I t  i s  necessary  to  coord ina tes  on  map a re  no t  s ta te  p lan
coord ina tes  so  any  over lay  wou ld  be  a  guess  i t  the  bes t .

2 .  Sky l ine  mus t  search  the i r  f i l es  fo r  ex is t ing  in fo rmat ion  to  add  to  the
nar ra t i ve  o f  Chap te r  2 . l l  o f  MRP wh ich  w i l l  expand  the  descr ip t ion  and
mappi ng of the South Fork Break Out and l^later Tank Area soi I  s .

Response :

hle wi l l  look.  South Fork Breakout  tvas surveyed by the SCS.

3 .  Sky l ine  mus t  p rov ide  a  so l l s  map fo r  the  h las te  Rock  D isposa l  S i te  in
the  MRP and  re fe rence  th ls  i s  map in  Chap te r  2 . l l  o f  the  MRP.

Response :

Consu l tan t  repor t  co r re la ted  so i l  t ypes  w i th  vege ta t i ve  t ypes .  I s  th i s
sa t i  s fac to ry?

4 .  Sky l ine  mus t  p lace  re fe rence  a reas  on  the  Sur face  Fac i l i t i es  and  Permi t
Boundar ies  Map 3 .2 .1 - l  and  o ther  appropr ia te  maps  o f  a  sca le  wh ich  i s
use fu l  i n  loca t ing  the  re fe rence  a reas .

Response :
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He w i l l  do  t h i s .
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5.  Sky l ine  mus t  p rov ide  a  leg ib le  so i l s  map o f  the  ex is t ing  conveyor
d is tu rbance  and  the  Ra i l road  Load  Out .

Re spon se :

l ^ le  recognlze that  these maps in  Vo l  .  A-2  do not  meet  today 's
regu la t i ons  and  s tanda rds .  Howeve r ,  t he  consu l t an t  who  d id  t h i s  wo rk
i s  deceased .  The  a rea  has  been  d i s t u rbed  f o r  t he  pas t  twe l ve  yea rs  and
f rank l y  we  don ' t  have  a  good  answer  how  to  add ress  t h i s  de f i c i ency .

R645-30I -231 .400 llarrati ve

Def ic ienc ies :

I  .  Sky l  i ne  mus t  ed i t  Tab le  2 .11- l  and  Tab le  2 .11-2  fo r  accuracy  ln
computa t ions  and resubmi t  a  cor rec ted  copy  o f  each Tab le .

Response :

h le  w i  I  I  do  th i  s .

2 .  Sky l ine  mus t  inc lude  in  the  MRP and  ana lyses  o f  the  topso l l  samp les
taken  dur ing  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  topso l l  p i l es  a t  the  Por ta l  and
Ral l road Load Out  a reas ,  wh ich  are  re fe renced on  page 4-48  o f  the  MRP.

Response :  t

t ^ le  w i  I  I  search  fo r  these ana lyses .

3 .  Sky l ine  mus t  rev ise  P la te  3 .2 .1 -3  to  show the  boundar ies  o f  the  topso i l
s to rage  p i  I  e .

Response :

Reg.  R645-301  -231  .400  doesn ' t  requ i  re  th l  s  .

R645-301-240 Reclanatlon Plan
R645-301-242 Soi I Redl strl butlon

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Sky l ine  mus t  ed t t  Tab le  2 .11-2 ,  Topso i l  Vo lumes ;  Tab le  4 .3 -1 ,  Bond ing
Ca lcu la t ions ;  a l l  rec lamat ion  con tour  maps ;  and  the  nar ra t i ve  to  agree
on  the  ac reage  o f  su r face  d is tu rbance  fo r  a l l  l oca t ions .  The  es t imated
va lues  o f  topso i l  recovery  (Tab le  2 .11-2 )  mus t  be  checked  fo r  accuracy
and  rev ised  accord ing ly .

Response :

l ^ le  w l  I  I  respond to  th i  s .
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2 .  Red is t r ibu t ion  dep ths  repor ted  by  Sky l ine  in  Tab le  4 .3 - l  mus t  be  shown
on the  appropr ia te  rec lamat ion  m lps  to  enab le  f i e ld  ve r i f i ca t lon  o f
topso i  I  dep th  dur i  ng  red i  s t r i  bu t ion .

Response :

l . f i l l  t h i s  c lu t te r  up  the  maps  and  i s  i t  requ i red  in  the  regu la t ions?

3 .  Sky l ine  mus t  re la te  in  more  cer ta in  te rms  the  dep th  o f  r i pp ing  p r io r  to
topso l  I  i ng  and  the  t ime wh ich  w i  I  I  e lapse  be tween topso i  I  i ng  and
seed ing  as  descr ibed  on  page  4 -36  o f  Sec t ion  4 .6  o f  the  MRP.

Response :

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i s  r i pp ing  requ i red  in  the  regu la t lons?  R ipp ing  was
sugges ted  to  he l  p  w i  th  p l  an t  es tab l  i  shment .  R i  pp i  ng  dep th  i  s  dependen t
on  many  var iab les  such  as  t ype  and  dep th  o f  sedso i l ,  compac t ion ,  and
etc .  l , , le  fee l  the  te rm "su i tab le"  i s  a  much be t te r  too l  than to  s ta te
an  ac tua l  dep th  wh ich  may  o r  may  no t  be  ac tua l l y  su i tab le .

4 .  Sky l ine  mus t  c la r i f y  wha t  i s  meant  by  the  p rogress ive  rec lamat lon  (pg .
4 -38  and  4 -49)  a t  the  Sco f  ie ld  h las te  Rock  S i te  and  rev i  se  Map 4 .16 .1 - lB
i f  necessary .

Response :

l^le wi I  I  respond to thi s

5 .  Sky l ine  mus t  rev ise  Sec t ion  4 .6  o f  the  MRP to  inc lude  the  p ro tec t ion  o f
regraded  topso l l  w i th  mu lch  a t  a l l  l oca t ions .  (P lease  a lso  re fe r  to
de f i  c i  ency  # l  under  R645-301-341  .100) .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

6 .  Sky l ine  mus t  rev ise  Map 4 .4 .2 - lC  to  show topso i l  s to rage  dur ing  Phase  I
rec lamat ion  exc luded  f rom I  i ves tock  access .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

7  .  Sky l  l ne  mus t  p rov ide  more  in fo rmat ion  in  the  rec lamat ion  p lan ,
back f i  I  I  i  ng  Sec t ion  4 .4 ,  concern i  ng  f rac tu r i  ng  and  back f i  I  I  i  ng  o f
b l  ack top .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .
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R645-301-32I Vegetatlon Informatlon

Def tc lenc ies :

l .  The  p lan  mus t  con ta in  e l the r  a  summary  o f  vege ta t i ve  cover ,  woody
spec ies  dens i t y ,  p roduc t i v i t y ,  and  s lm i  la r i t y  compar ison  in fo rmat ion
for  the  re fe rence areas  and d i  s tu rbed and proposed d i  s tu rbed areas  or
tab le  to  show prec ise ly  where  th i s  in fo rmat ion  i s  loca ted  in  Append ix
A-2.

Response :

Th is  type  o f  a  summary  wou ld
consuming  and  i s  no t  requ i red

2 .  The  p lan  mus t  con ta in  resu l t s
on  the  conveyor  bench.

Response :

n ice ,  however ,  t t  wou ld  be  verY  t ime
the  regu l  a t ions .

recen t  eva lua t ions  o f  the  vege ta t ion

be
in

of

h le  w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

R645-301-322 lli ldl ife Informatlon

Def  i  c  i  enc  i  es  :

l .  The  app l i ca t ion  mus t  inc lude  rap to r  nes t ing  in fo rmat ion  fo r  the  en t i re
permi  t  a rea .

Response :

The recent  iden t t f i ca t ion  o f  the  Nor thern  Goshawk as  a  candtda te  fo r  T
& E  s ta tus  ce r ta in ly  sugges ts  tha t  th i s  rap to r  rece lve  spec la l
a t ten t ion .  However ,  as  requ i red  by  R645-301-322.100 the  scope and
leve l  o f  the  requ i red  in fo rmat ion  shou ld  be  de te rmined  by  the  D iv l s lon
i  n  consu l  ta t ion  w i  th  Dh lR.  There  i  s  no  i  nd l  ca t ion  tha t  th t  s  has  been
done.  I t  l s  sugges ted  tha t  such  an  a l l  encompass ing  survey  requ i rement
shou ld  be  eva lua ted  us ing  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  damage f rom subs idence .
The  app l i can t  wou ld  be  w i l l i ng  to  par t i c ipa te  in  such  an  eva lua t ion .

2 .  Changes  to  h i  gh  i  n te res t  spec i  es  s ta tus  o f  amph i  b i  ans  ,  rep t i  I  es ,  and
mammals  w i th  ranges  po ten t ia l l y  w l th in  the  permi t  a rea  as  l i s ted  in
Tab les  2 .9 - l  to  2 .9 -3  mus t  be  upda ted  to  the  mos t  cu r ren t  in fo rmat ion
ava i  I  ab l  e .

Response :

Th is  w i l l  be  done .

3 .  The  app l l ca t ion  mus t  iden t i f y  goshawks  wh ich  occur  in  the  a rea  as
cand ida tes  fo r  th rea tened  o r  endangered  spec ies  s ta tus .
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Response :

Th ls  w i l l  be  done .

4 .  The  App l i can t  mus t  co r rec t  s ta tements  tha t  f i sh  a re  on ly  ab le  to
migra te  to  a  po in t  jus t  above l , , lh iskey  gu lch  and s ta te  tha t  they  have
ups t ream mig ra t ion  access  in  Ecc les  Creek  up  to  the  Fores t  Serv ice
boundary  be low the  Sky l ine  M ine  pad .

Response :

Add i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  on  f i sh  m ig ra t ion  w i l l  be  added .  A  s ta tement
tha t  f i sh  have  access  to  the  Fores t  Serv ice  boundary  may  h is to r i ca l l y
have  been  cor rec t ,  however ,  a t  th i s  po in t  i n  t lme  f i sh  m ig ra t ing  f rom
Scof ie ld  Reservo i r  a re  den ied  access  to  any  por t ion  o f  Ecc les  Creek  fo r
reasons  to ta l  l y  un re l  a ted  to  m i  n i  ng  ac t i  v i  t y .

5 .  References  to  da ta  f rom Seton  0927)  must  be  de le ted  f rom the  p lan .

Response :

A di f ference of  opln ion by an employee of  Dl^ lR wi th the work done by
Seton  i s  no t  su f f i c ien t  reason  to  de le te  re fe rences  to  Se ton 's  da ta .
The s ta tement  by  Seton  on  the  e lk 's  need fo r  space does  no t  appear  to
be  the  i ssue .  To  de le te  these  re fe rences  wou ld  requ i re  an
i  nappropr i  a te  ed i  t i  ng  o f  a  consu l  tan t '  s  repor t .

6 .  The  p lan  mus t  inc lude  da ta  f rom recen t  l ^ l i l d l i f e  Resources  f i sher ies
surveys .

Response :

I t  i s  suggested  tha t  the  surveys  by  DNR be re fe renced and,  where
appropr ia te ,  the  da ta  be  summar ized .  Inc lud ing  the  repor ts ,  where
app l i cab i l i t y  va r ies  g rea t l y  f rom survey  to  su rvey ,  seems to  be  a  was te
o f  b i  nder  space .

R645-301-330 Operattonal Plan

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  As  i t  i s  deve loped ,  the  p lan  fo r  m i t iga t ion  o f  l oss  o f  w i ld l i f e  va lues
due  to  subs ldence  ln  the  Burnou t  Creek  a rea  mus t  be  incorpora ted  in to
the  p l  an .
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Response :

The  re fe renced  mi t iga t ion  p lan  i s  a  par t  o f  a  subs idence  l ssue  be ing
pursued by  the  Fores t  Serv i  ce .  l ^ lh l  I  e  the  app l  i  can t  has  no  prob ' l  em wl  th
keep lng  the  D lv i s ion  in fo rmed on  the  p rogress  o f  th i s  deve lop ing
ac t i v i t y ,  Inser t ing  the  m i t iga t ion  p lan  in  the  M&RP essen t ia l l y  g i ves
the  D iv is ion  mod i f i ca t ion  and  approva l  r i gh ts  fo r  the  p lan  and
po ten t ia ' l  l y  p laces  the  app l  I  can t  i  n  a  d i f f  i  cu l  t  pos i  t i on  be tween
agenc ies .  S ince  the  scope  o f  th i s  e f fo r t  appears  to  be  beyond  the
regu i rements  o f  301-330 ,  i t  i s  sugges ted  tha t  the  D iv i s lon  pursue
requ i rements  re la ted  to  th l s  i ssue  d i rec t l y  w i th  the  Fores t  Serv ice .

2 .  The  App l i can t  mus t  commi t  to  repa i r ing  any  subs idence  c racks  wh ich  a re
o f  a  s i ze  o r  na tu re  tha t  wou ld  cause  in ju ry  o r  dea th  to  l i ves tock  o r
w i  ld l  i f e .

Re sponse :

Th is  w i l l  be  done .

R645-301-34I . t00 Revegetatlon Tinetable

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  app l i ca t ion  needs  to  con ta in  a  de f in i te  commi tment  to  t ime  topso l l
rep lacement  so  tha t  revegeta t ion  work  can proceed as  soon as  poss ib le
a f te rward  and be  w i th in  a  normal  per iod  fo r  p lan t ing .  The amount  o f
t ime  be tween topso i l  p lacement  and  p lan t ing  needs  to  be  s ta ted .

Re spon se :

Ne  w i  I  I  respond  to  th i  s .

2 .  The  app l  i ca t ion  mus t  d iscuss  t lm ing  o f  rec lamat ion  ac t i v i t l es  in
re la t ion  to  e lk  ca lv ing  in  the  Sou th  Fork  b reakou t  a rea .

Response :

l . le  wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

R645-301-341.210 Species and Quantl t ies of Seeds and Seedl Ings

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  p lan  mus t  con ta in  methods  to  ob ta in  seed  and  nursery  mate r ia l s  o f
adap ted  eco types  o r  va r ie t ies .  I f  the  App l i can t  i s  to  ga ther  seed  f rom
near  the  m ines i te ,  p rov is ions  fo r  tes t ing  mus t  be  inc luded  so  p lan t ing
ra tes  can be  adhered to .
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Response :

Regu la t ions  do  no t  requ i re  "methods"  to  ob ta in  seed  and  nursery
mate r i  a l  s .

R645-341 .22O Planting and Seedlng llethods

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Hord ing  in  the  p lan t ing  and  seed ing  methods  sec t ion  o f  the  p lan  mus t  be
rev ised  to  c lea r l y  de f ine  wh ich  seed ing  methods  w i l l  be  used  on  s lopes
o f  wh ich  ang les  and  aspec ts ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  on  sou th - fac ing  s lopes  and  on
o ther  s lopes  g rea te r  than  l .5h : l v .  Seed  mus t  no t  be  m ixed  w l th  mu lch
i  n  hydroseed i  ng  opera t ions .

Response :

h le  w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

Z .  The  revege ta t ion  o r  so i l  red is t r ibu t ion  sec t ion  o f  the  app l i ca t ion  mus t
show methods  to  be  used to  roughen the  sur faces  o f  s lopes  in
p repara t lon  fo r  seed i  ng ,  par t i  cu ' l  a r l y  those  g rea te r  than  3h :  I  v .

Response :

Regu la t ions  requ i re  "method"  use  in  p lan t ing  and  seed ing  no t  fo r  s i te
prepara t i  on .

R645-301-341 .23O llul chi ng Techni gues

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Mu lch ing  methods  re f lec t ing  bes t  techno logy  cur ren t l y  ava i  l ab le ,
whe ther  de te rmined  th rough  opera t iona l  tes t ing  o r  l i t e ra tu re  sources ,
must  be  shown fo r  a l  I  a reas .

Response :

h le  w i l l  respond .

2 .  The  p lan  mus t  commi t  to  incorpora te  bes t  techno logy  cur ren t l y  ava i lab le
fo r  mu lch ing  a t  each  permi t  renewa l ,  espec ia l l y  fo r  s teep  s lopes .

Response :

l ^ le  w i l l  respond .
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3.  The  I  and
mulch ing

Response :

l .  S ince  i r r i ga t ion  i s  be ing  used  fo r  the
mus t  show compl iance  w i th  the  D iv i s ion
f i l e  add i t i ona l  paperwork  w i th  them to

Response :

use  sec t ion  o f  the  p lan  mus t  be  a l te red  to  re f lec t  the
techn lques  d iscussed  in  the  revege ta t ion  sec t ion .

l 4e  w i l l  r espond .

R645-301-341 .24O Irrlgatlon and Pest and Disease Control

De f i c ienc ies :

conveyo r  bench ,  t he  App l  i  can t
o f  Na te r  R i  gh ts  requ i  remen t  t o
accommoda te  i  r r i  ga t i on  uses .

l ^ le  w i l l  respond .

R645-301-341 .300 Revegetation Feasibl I ity Demnstratlon

Def i  c i  enc i  es :

l .  The  p lan  mus t  demons t ra te  revege ta t ion  feas jb i l i t y  i n  those  a reas
where  a  va r iance  f rom approx imate  o r ig ina l  con tour  i s  p roposed .

Response :

l , ' l he re  i s  th i s  requ i red  in  the  regu la t ions?

2 .  The  p lan  mus t  be  rev ised  to  show tha t  quan t i ta t i ve  da ta ,  i nc lud ing
percen t  cover  by  l i f e  fo rm,  woody  spec ies  dens i t y ,  and  shrub  surv iva l
ra tes ,  w i  I  I  be  ga thered fo r  the  conveyor  bench i  n  1992 and annua l  l y
therea f te r  fo r  a t  I  eas t  the  nex t  two years  (  I  993- l  994)  i  f  the  re fe rence
area s tandards  are  no t  be ing  approached th is  year .  Fur ther  da ta  may be
needed a f te r  tha t  per iod ,  and the  re fe rence area  may a lso  need to  be
eva lua ted  fo r  some o f  these parameters  fo r  compar ison .

Response :

h lhy  i s  th i s  be ing  reques ted  many  (15+)  years  be fo re  ac tua l  rec lamat ion
s ta r ts  p lus  ano ther  5  l0  years  be fo re  bond  re lease  w i l l  be  sough t?

3 .  As  par t  o f  the  d iscuss ion  on  rec la imab i l i t y ,  the  p lan  mus t  inc lude
in fo rmat ion  on  the  source  o f  the  sh rubs  tha t  have  been  used  in
rec lamat ion  o f  the  conveyor  bench .

Response :

h lhere  i  s  th i  s  requ i  red  i  n  the  regu l  a t ions?
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R645-30r-342

Def i c i enc les :

F l  sh  and Hl  td l  l fe

l .  The  App l i ca t ion  mus t  inc lude  a  f i sh  and  w i ld l i f e  hab i ta t  enhancement
p lan  fo r  the  rec lamat ion  and  pos tmin ing  phase  o f  opera t ion  o r  mus t
i  nc  I  ude  a  s ta tement  exp l  a i  n l  ng  why  enhancement  i  s  no t  p rac t i  cab l  e .
Consu l ta t ion  w i th  the  D iv i s ion  o f  l , , l i  l d l  i f e  Resources  l s  recommended.

Re spon se :

Enhancement  measures  have  a l ready  been  incorpora ted  in  the  rec lamat ion
p lan  and  w i l l  ca r ry  over  in to  the  pos tmin lng  phase  o f  the  opera t ion .
These  measures  inc lude  channe l  des igns ,  revege ta t ion  ac t i v i t i es  and
spec i  es  se l  ec t ion .  D l^ lR  v {as  a  major  cont r i  bu tor  to  these ear l  i  e r
dec i  s ions .

R645-301 -4r I

De f i c ienc ies :

Land Use Envi ronmntal Descrl ptlon

l .  The  App l i can t  mus t  supp ly  a  copy  o f  the  f i r s t  48  pages  o f  the  May  8 ,
l98 l  AERC archaeo log ica l  repor t  o r  p rov ide  adequate  in fo rmat lon  on  what
i s  con ta ined  in  the  repor t ,  and  mus t  address  the  concerns  no ted  ln  the
conc lus ion  o f  th i s  repor t  as  appropr ia te .

Response :

A  copy  o f  the  m iss lng  pages  w l l l  be  supp l ied .

2 .  The  p lan  mus t  iden t i f y  w i ld l i f e  hab i ta t  as  a  p remin ing  land  use .

Response :

h l i l d l t fe  hab i ta t  w i l l  be  iden t i f i ed  as  a  p remin ing  land  use .

R645-3Ol-41 3 Recl anatlon PIan

De f i c i enc ies :

The App l i can t  mus t  con ta in  comments  on  the  p roposed  pos tmin ing  land  use
for  the loadout  area.

Response :

l , {e  w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .
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2 .  The  app l l ca t ion  mus t  inc lude  e i the r  a  copy  o f  the  lease  agreement  fo r
the  conveyor  cor r idor  land ,  eXcerp ts  f rom th is  agreement ,  o r  o ther
comment  f rom th is  land  owner  on  the  pos tmin ing  land  use .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

3 .  The c ross  re fe rence must  show the  loca t ions  o f  sur face  owner  o r  manager
comments  concern ing  the  pos tmin ing  land  use  fo r  a l l  a reas .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

4 .  The  p lan  mus t  adequa te ly  address  the  requ i rements  fo r  an  a l te rna t i ve
pos tmin ing  land  use  in  R645-301-413 .300 .

Response :

0n ly  i  f  an  a l  te rna t l  ve  pos tmi  n i  ng  I  and use i  s  p roposed.  [ ^ le  don ' t
propose any.

5 .  Sky l ine  mus t  show ev idence  o f  consu l ta t ion  w i th  appropr ia te  land  use
agenc ies  to  de te rmine  tha t  the  po ten t ia l  uses  o f  a reas  no t  to  be
res to red  to  approx imate  o r ig ina l  con tour  w i l l  cons t i tu te  equa l  o r
be t te r  economi  c  o r  pub l  i  c  uses .

Response :

I t  has  never  been proposed f rom the  beg inn ing  to  res to re  every th ing  to
approx imate  o r ig ina l  con tour .  The  USFS is  the  on ly  land  agency
invo lved .  These  p roposa ls  have  gone  th rough  the  NEPA process  p lus
or ig ina l  pe rmi t  app l i ca t ion  rev iew and  one  f ine  year  renewa l  rev lew.
I t  seems i f  they  have concerns  they  wou ld  have sa id  so .

6 .  The  app l i ca t ion  mus t  inc lude  wr i t ten  reques ts  f rom sur face  landowners
fo r  a  var iance f rom approx imate  or ig ina l  con tour  so  as  to  render  the
land ,  a f te r  rec lamat ion ,  su l tab le  fo r  the  pos tmin ing  land  use .

Response :

Same as  No.  5 .

7 .  The  app l i ca t ion  mus t  show tha t  the  wa te rshed  o f  l ands  w i th in  the
proposed  permi t  and  ad jacen t  a reas  w i l l  be  improved  by  the  coa l  m in ing
and  rec lamat ion  opera t ions  when compared  w i th  i t s  cond i t i on  e i the r
be fo re  m in ing  o r  i f  approx imate  o r ig ina l  con tour  was  res to red .
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Response :

Th is  i s  in conf l  i  c t  w i  th

e l  the r  needs8 . Map  4 .7  . 2 - l p l an  i f  i t  i s  needed  o r
reference to i  t  must  be

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

R645-301-42O Ai r Qual I ty

Def i c ienc ies :

I  .  Sky l  i  ne  must  supp ly  a  copy  o f  the  PSD ( f rom EPA)  and the  most  recent
Not i ce  o f  In ten t  ( f rom the  D iv is ion  o f  A i r  Qua l i t y )  fo r  i nser t ion  in to
the  p l  an .

Response :

Cop i  es  o f  the  PSD approva l  I  e t te r  and the  most  recent  approva l  o rder ,
wh ich  supersedes  a l l  p rev ious  approva ls  w i l l  be  p rov ided  to  demons t ra te
compl iance .  The  approva l  o rder  cond i t i ons  w i l l  no t  be  a t tached  as  they
are  no t  an  appropr ia te  par t  o f  DOGM approva l  o r  inspec t ion .

R545-3Ol-500 Englneering
R645-3Ol-512 Cert i f icat ion

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  App l i can t  needs  to  submi t  ce r t i f i ed  cop ies  o f  the  above  ment ioned
maps tha t  were  submi t ted ,  bu t  no t  cer t i f ied  as  requ i red  by
R645-30t  -51 2 .200 .

Response :

He w i l l  ce r t i f y  regu i red  maps .

R645-301-515 Reportlng and Energency Procedures

Def i  c i  enc i  es :

l .  The  App l i can t  mus t  commi t  to  no t i f y ing  the  D iv i s ion  by  the  fas tes t
means  ava i lab le  in  the  even t  o f  a  s l i de  wh ich  may  have  a  po ten t ia l
adverse  e f fec t  on  pub l i c ,  p roper ty ,  hea l th ,  sa fe ty ,  o r  the  env i ronment
as  requ i red  by  R645-301-515 .100 .

R645-41  3 .  I  I  0 -41  3 .  I  20 .

to  be  inc luded  in  the
de l  e ted .
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Response :

He wi  I  I  respond to th i  s

Cross SectionsR645-301-521 . | 60 llaps and

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Sky l lne  mus t  show the  loca t ion  o f  the  underg round  deve lopment  was te
s to red  dur ing  opera t ions  on  Map 3 .2 .1 -3  and  f ina l  d i sposa l  on  Map
4.4 .2-1C a t  the  Ra i  I  road Load Out .

Response :

l ^ le  w i  l1  respond to  th i  s .

2 .  Sky l ine  mus t  p rov ide  a  c ross -sec t iona l ,  ce r t i f i ed  map o f  the  Ra i l road
Load Out  opera t ions  pad and update  the  nar ra t i ve  to  de ta i l  the
cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  temporary  was te  d isposa l  s i te .

Response :

h le  w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

3 .  Sky l ine  mus t  p rov ide  in  the  MRP a  map o f  opera t ions  and  sur face
fac i l i t l es  fo r  the  Sco f ie ld  Has te  Rock  s i te ,  showing  sed lment  con t ro l
and  p resen t  con f igu ra t ion .

Response :

l " le  wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

2 .  I f  the  App l i can t  wan ts  a  va r iance  f rom the  approx imate  o r lg ina l  con tour
requ i rements  then  h  e  mus t  reques t  a  va r lance  and  supp ly  the  D iv i s ion
w i th  the  requ l red  cer t i f i ed  documents  in  accordance  w i th  R645-302-270 .

Response :

He w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

R645-301-522 Coal Recovery

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  App l i can t  mus t  p rov ide  a  copy  o f  the i r  Resource  Recovery  and
Pro tec t ion  P lan  fo r  a l l  Iease  a reas  a re  app l i cab le  as  an  Append ix
the  MRP.

to
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Response :

By agreement wl th the BLM, our R?PZ document consists of  our  General
M in ing  Order ,  compr is ing  6  la rge  vo lumes  on  in -p lace ,  f f i i neab le ,  and
recoverab l  e  reserves ;  and our  Mi  n l  ng  and Rec l  amat ion  P l  an .  l ' . l e  do  no t
have an  R2PZ document  as  such.  The GMO is  ava l lab le  to  D0GM through
the BLM. I t  does not  make much sense to us to add another 6 volumes of
in fo rmat ion  to  an  a l ready  cumbersome se t  o f  MRP vo lumes.

R645-301 -525. | 00 Subsldence Control Plan

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  App l i can t  i s  no t  in  comp l iance .  The  App l i can t  mus t  iden t i f y  a l l
l ands  tha t  have  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  mate r ia l  damage f rom subs idence .  I f
any  such  lands  occur  ou ts ide  the  permi t  boundar ies  then  the  App l l can t
mus t  e i the r  mod i fy  h is  m in ing  p lan  o r  permi t ted  a rea .

Subs idence  ou ts ide  o f  the  permi t ted  a rea  i s  p roh ib t ted  un less  the
App l ican t  can  demonst ra te  tha t  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  mater ia l  damage ls
con f lned  to  the  permi t ted  a rea .

R645-310-525-l l0 Descrl ptton of l{i nl ng llethods

Def i c ienc ies :

I  .  The  App l  i  can t  needs  to  p rov i  de  the  D i  v i  s lon  w i  th  p i  I  I  a r  des i  gn
in fo rmat ion  inc lud ing  bu t  no t  I  im i ted  to  p i  I  l a r  d imens lons ,
spac ing ,  sa fe ty  fac to r  and  the  phys ica l  s t reng th  charac te r i s t i c
o f  the  coa l  and adJacent  rocks .

A  Copy  o f  the  App l i can t ' s  roo f  con t ro l  and  p i l l a r  des ign  p lans
must  be  tnc luded  as  an  append ix  to  the  MRP.

Response :

He ques t ion  the  fac t  tha t  DOGM rea l l y  needs  exac t  "p i I l a r  des ign"
i  n fo rmat ion .  l , le  need to  d i  scuss  th i  s .  DOGM a l  so  reques ts  tha t  a  copy
o f  our  roo f  con t ro l  p lans  be  inc luded  as  an  append ix .  Ne  ser ious ly
ques t ion  the  use fu lness  o f  roo f  con t ro l  p lans  to  D0GM.  These p lans  are
des lgned  and  wr i t ten  fo r  roo f  sa fe ty  and  have  l l t t l e ,  i f  any th ing ,  to
do w i th  subs idence.  Because o f  our  g round cond i t ions ,  our  roo f  con t ro l
p lans  a re  common ' l y  rev ised  a t  l eas t  every  6  months .  They  a re  wr i t ten
to  p rov ide  f lex ib i  I  i  t y  and  max imum sa fe ty  i  n  va r ious  cond i  t i ons .  DOGM
would  have no  r lay  to  know wh ich  suppor t  method was used in  wh lch
por t ion  o f  ou r  m ines  on  the  bas is  o f  ou r  roo f  con t ro l  p lans .
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R645-3r 0-525. 1 20

Def i c lenc ies :

Descrfpt lon of Physlcal Condlt lons

The  App l i can t  i s  no t  l n  comp l i ance .  I n fo rma t i on  on  t he  phys i ca l
cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  t he  rock  and  coa l  mus t  be  p rov tded  t o  t he  D i v i s i on
to  assess  t he  po ten t i a l  f o r  subs idence .

Response :

DOGM s ta tes  tha t  "The App l ican t  has  prov ided the  in fo rmat ion
spec i f i ca l l y  s ta ted  in  the  regu la t lons"  and  then  tu rns  a round  and
"The  App l i can t  i s  no t  ln  comp l iance" .  h le  fee l  tha t  add i t i ona l

says

in fo rmat ion  on  phys ica l  cond i t i ons  i s  no t  requ i red .  How can  we no t
in  compl iance even though r . {e  have prov ided the  in fo rmat ion  accord ing
regu la t ions?

be
to

R645-30r -525.200 Subsidence Control

De f i  c i  enc i  es :

l .  The  App l i can t  mus t  demons t ra te  tha t  the re  i s  no  po ten t ia l  fo r  mate r ia l
damage ou ts ide  o f  the  permi t ted  a rea .  I f  the  po ten t la l  ex is ts  then  the
App l i can t  mus t  e i the r  mod i fy  the  permi t  a rea ,  to  in  c lude  a l l  l ands  tha t
have the  po ten t ia l  fo r  subs idence induced mater ia l  damage or  mod l fy  the
min ing  p lans  so  tha t  subs idence  does  no t  occur  in  those  a rea .

Response :

DOGM s ta tes  tha t  "cu r ren t  m ine  p lans  have  o r  w i l l  cause  subs idence  to
occur  ou ts ide  o f  the  permi t  a rea" .  He  have  never  caused  subs idence  to
occur  ou ts ide  o f  ou r  permi t  a rea  and  have  des igned  min ing  so  as  no t  to
a l  low subs idence ou ts lde  the  permi t  a rea .  l ^ le  do  no t  unders tand DOGM's
reason i  ng  here .

R645-3Ol-528.310 Excess Spol I

De f  i  c i  enc i  es :

l .  I f  the  App l i can t  c la ims  tha t  spo i l s  in  excess  o f  those  needed  to  meet
AOC requ l rements  w i l l  be  genera ted  then  he  mus t  supp ly  the  D iv i s ion
w i  th  the  mass  ba l  ance  ca l  cu l  a t i  ons  .

Response :

l ^ le  w i  I  I  respond to  th is .
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2.  I f  the  App l l can t  has  excess  spo i l s  then  they  mus t  be  d isposed  o f  i n  a
s l te  permi t ted  by  the  D iv i s ion  to  accep t  excess  spo i l s .

Response :

h le  w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

R645-301-528.323 Burning and Burned Haste Utl I lzatlon

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  App l i can t  i s  no t  in  comp l iance  because  the  ru le  has  no t  been
addressed .  The  App l  i can t  mus t  submi t  i n fo rmat ion  demons t ra t ing
compl  i  ance  w i  th  th i  s  ru l  e .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

R645-301-536 Coal l{l ne Haste

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  ana lyses  o f  the  Sky l ine  was te  rock  mate r ia l  ( i n  s to rage  a t  the
Ra i l road  Load  Out )  mus t  be  inc luded  in  the  MRP and  i t s  loca t ion  w i th in
the MRP must  be referred to on page 4-87.

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

2 .  The  tex t  mus t  be  rev ised  to  inc lude  cur ren t  ana lys is  o f  the  was te  rock
depos i ted  a t  the  Scof te ld  l4as te  Rock  S i te  and remove conf  I  i c t tng
s ta tements  regard ing  the  na tu re  o f  tha t  mate r ia l .

Response :

Do rve  need doub le  repor t ing? Ana lyses  are  made every  2 ,000 Yd.3  o f
mate r i  a l  and  submi  t ted  to  the  D i  v i  s ion .  I sn ' t  th i  s  su f f i  c i  en t?

R645-301-540 Reclanatlon Plan

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  Sky l ine  mus t  commi t  to  a  m in imum o f  3  fee t  o f  non- tox ic ,
non-combust ib le  cover  p laced on  top  o f  was te  rock  in  permanent  s to rage
a t  bo th  the  Ra i l road  Load  Out  and  the  Sco f ie ld  Nas te  Rock  s i tes .  Th is
cover  w i l l  be  over la ln  w i th  the  one  foo t  o f  topso i l  (a t  bo th  s i tes ) ,
fo r  a  to ta l  o f  four  fee t  o f  non- tox ic ,  non-combust ib le  cover  mater ia l .
The  D iv is lon  may  wa ive  th is  requ i rement  based  on  sampl ing  o f  the  was te
a t  f i na l  rec lamat ion ,  bu t  no t  be fo re  samp l ing  resu l t s  a re  known.
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Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

2 .  Sky l ine  mus t  deve lop  a  samp l ing  p lan  fo r  the  was te  d isposa l  s i tes
loca ted  a t  the  Ra l l road  Load  Out  and  Sco f ie ld  to  lnc lude  the  paramete rs
out l  i  ned  i  n  the  D i  v i  s ion  Gu i  de l  i  nes  fo r  Overburden Management
inc lud ing :  SAR,  EC,  ho t  wa te r  so lub le  Se  and  B ,  ac id /base  po ten t ia l ,
and percent  coa l  .  The p ' l  an  must  i  nc  I  ude the  sampl  i  ng  i  n te rva l  and
number  o f  to ta l  samples  to  taken a t  each s i te i  depth  segregat ion  o f
samp les ,  and  a  to ta l  samp l ing  dep th  o f  a t  l eas t  th ree  fee t .

Response :

Ne w i  I  I  respond to  th i  s .

R645-301 -553 Backfi I I i ng and Gradi ng

Def l  c i  enc i  es :

l .  The  App l i can t  needs  to  commi t  to  p lac ing  a t  l eas t  4  fee t  o f  cover  over
founda t ions  and  re fuse  p i les  dur ing  f lna l  rec lamat ion .

Response :

hlhere i  s  4 f t .  o f  cover over foundat ions fouJrd i  n the regul  at ions? l " le
w l l l  respond  to  4  f t .  o f  cover  fo r  the  re fuse  p i le .

2 .  The  App l i can t  mus t  p rov ide  a l l  i n fo rmat ion  requ l red  by  R645-301-553 .600
in  o rder  fo r  the  D iv i s lon  to  g ran t  a  va r iance  to  AOC requ i rements .

Response :

l^ le wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

3 .  The  App l i can t  mus t  demons t ra te  tha t  a l l  rec la imed s lopes  do  no t  exceed
the  ang le  o f  repose and have a  min imum s ta t i c  sa fe ty  fac to r  o f  a t  leas t
1 .3 .

Response :

l , le  wi  I  I  respond to th i  s .

R645-301-600 Geology

Def i c ienc ies :

l .  The  Perml t tee  sha l l  p rov ide  su f f i c ien t  i n fo rmat ion  on  the  geo logy  and
hydrogeo logy  o f  the  was te  rock  d isposa l  s i te  to  ass is t  i n  de te rmin ing
whether  rec lamat lon  o f  th l s  s i te ,  ds  descr ibed  in  the  PAP,  can  be
accompl ished;  and how the  reg iona l  and s t ruc tu ra l  geo logy  may a f fec t
the  occur rence,  ava i  I  ab i  I  i  t y ,  rnovement ,  quant i  t y ,  and qua l  i  t y  o f
po ten t ia l l y  impac ted  sur face  and  g round  wate r  a t  tha t  s l te .  See  a lso
o ther  re la ted  de f i c lenc les  in  the  d lscussed  ln  the  Hydro logy  sec t ion .
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2.  The Permi t tee  sha l l  use  cur ren t  da ta  f rom ana lyses  o f  roo f  and f loor
samples -  in  mak lng  a  de te rmina t ion  o f  po ten t ia l  tox ic -  and  ac id - fo rm lng
mater la l s  and  sha l l  Incorpora te  th l s  ln fo rmat lon  ln to  the  de te rmlna t lon
of  the  PHC.

3 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  use  cur ren t  da ta  in  de te rmin lng  the  th lckness  and
eng ineer ing  p roper t ies  o f  c lays  o f  so f t  rock  such  as  c lay  sha le  in
s t ra ta  immedta te ly  above and be low each coa l  seam to  be  i r ined .  Data  on
coa l  s t reng th  and  o ther  p roper t ies  sha l l  be  inc luded  to  ass is t  i n
prepar i  ng  the  subs  i  dence cont ro l  p ' lan .

4 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  show e leva t ions  and  loca t ions  o f  tes t  bo r ings  and
core  samp l ings  on  cer t i f i ed  maps  and  c ross -sec t ions .

Response :

Much o f  the  in fo rmat ion  DOGM is  reques t ing  does  no t  ex is t .  Some
I tmi ted  work  has  been done on  c lay  conten t  o f  roo f  rock  in  con junc t lon
wi th  a  ques t ion  ra ised  by  Dave Darby  a  number  o f  years  ago,  however ,  no
de ta i led  work  has  been  done .  Very  l i t t l e  i f  any  add i t i ona l  geochemlca l
work on roof  and f loor  samples has been done beyond the or lg inal  core
ana lyses .  l , le  have some ques t ion  on  the  amount  o f  da ta  ac tua l  l y
requ i red  as  we l l  as  the  purpose  in  p rov id ing  cer ta in  in fo rmat lon .  I f
we were  to  p rov ide  add i t iona l  geotechn ica l  da ta ,  the  type  o f  da ta  tve
wou ld  p rov ide  i s  dependen t  on  the  purpose  fo r  wh ich  i t  i s  to  be
u t i l i zed .  For  example ,  i f  the  geo techn ica l  da ta  a re  to  be  used  fo r
check ing  p i l l a r  s tab i l i t y  then  the  numer lca l ,  p l l l a r  mode l ing  method(s )
shou ld  be  de f lned to  ensure  tha t  the  proper  geotechn ica l  da ta  a re
prov i  ded .

D0GM c i tes  one waste  rock  sample  tha t  shows po ten t ia l l y  ac id  fo rmlng
rock .  h le  wou ld  l i ke  to  d iscuss  w i th  DOGM the  de f in l t i on  o f  a
po ten t ia l l y  ac ld - fo rm ing  rock  and  whether  one  sample  ln  over  ten  years
is  jus t i f i ca t ion  fo r  concern .  The  same ques t ion  l s  ra lsed  fo r  the
e leva ted  boron  leve ls  o f  on ly  3  samp les  in  l0  years .

R645-30t-700 Hydrology

Def i  c i  enc i  es :

The  Perml t tee  sha l l  upda te  po ten t iomet r i c  su r face  maps  to  show long
term impacts  due to  mine  water  in f low or  o ther  long te rm fac tors  and,
i f  da ta  a re  su f f i c ien t ,  seasona l  va r ia t ions .  The  e f fec ts  o f  the  wa te r
leve l  f l uc tua t ions  ln  we l l s  l4 -2A and  26-1  on  the  po ten t iomet r i c
sur face  shou ld  be  shown,  oF  i f  the  e f fec ts  o f  these  f luc tua t ions  a re
no t  s ign i f i can t  th i  s  shou ld  be  d i  scussed  in  the  nar ra t i ve .  The
d iscrepancy  as  to  the  d i rec t ion  o f  g round water  f low a t  1 r l22-Z  needs to
be  reso l  ved .
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Response :

The lmpact  o f  m ine  water  in f low needs
personne l  to  c la r i f y  requ l rement .  An
these  i  ssues .

t o  be  d i scussed  w l t h  D l v i s i on
at tempt  w l  I  1  be made to  reso l  ve

2. The  Pe rm i t t ee  sha l l  p repa re  and  ce r t i f y  maps  and  c ross -sec t i ons
requ i red  by  R645-301-722  as  app rop r ia te ,  ds  requ i red  by  R645-301-71 .2
and  R645 -301 -51  2 .140 .

Response :

The  appropr ia te  maps  w i l l  be  de te rmined  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  D tv is ion
personne l  and  necessary  ce r t i f i ca t ions  made.

3 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  p ropose  loca t ions  fo r  g round  wate r  mon i to r ing  we l l s
a t  the  waste  rock  d lsposa l  s i te  to  de termine the  loca t ion  and ex ten t  o f
g round  wate r  a t  the  was te  rock  d isposa l  s i te .

Response :

Not  p rev ious ly  requ i red .  Need  to  iden t i f y  ru le  and  purpose  fo r  these
we l l s .

4 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  de te rmine  a  rea l  and  ver t i ca l  d i s t r ibu t lon  o f
aqu i fe rs  a t  the  was te  rock  d isposa l  s l te ,  the  coa l  l oadou t ,  and  the
conveyor route a long the lower par t  of  Eccle,s Canyon and shal  I  show
th is  in fo rmat ion  appropr ia te  maps  and  c ross -sec t ions .  The  Perml t tee
sha l l  d i scuss  the  mon i to r lng  p lan  fo r  the  aqu i fe rs .

Response :

Not  p rev ious ly  regu i red .  Excess ive  requ i rement  fo r  a reas  con ta in ing
on ly  su r face  fac i l i t i es  and  wh ich  i s  no t  undermined .

5 .  The  Perml t tee  sha l l  upda te  the  sp r ing  and  seep  inven to ry ,  €spec ia l l y  ln
the  areas  o f  Burnout  Canyon,  the  upper  reaches  o f  Upper  Hunt lng ton
Canyon ,  and  o ther  a reas  where  m in ing  has  recen t l y  occur red  o r  i s
p ro jec ted  to  occur  under  th i s  PAP.  Loca t ions  sha l l  be  on  a  ce r t t f i ed
map .

Response :

The  o r ig ina l  l n ten t  o f  the  sp r ing  and  seep  inven to ry  was  to  iden t i f y
those  sources  wh ich  shou ld  be  mon i to red  on  a  regu la r  bas is .  No  survey
o f  these  sources  has  been  a t tempted  and  the  f lows  have  no t  been
quan t i  f i  ed .  I f  add i  t i ona l  o r  rep l  acement  mon i  to r i  ng  sources  a re
requ i red  a  su rvey  o f  these  a reas  wou ld  be  appropr ia te .  The  need  fo r
cer t i f i ca t ion  o f  maps  wh ich  iden t i f y  a rea  loca t ions  on ly  and  lack  the
prec ls ion  o f  a  su rvey  mus t  be  ques t ioned .
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Re spon se :

R645-30t-72r

Def i c ienc ies :

Re spon se :

Response :

R645-301-723 Sampl I ng and Analysl s

Def i  c i  enc i  es :

Response :

Response :

I f  ava i lab le ,  dep th  o f  the  cu l ina ry  wa te r  we l l s  shou ld  be  shown on  a
map o r  c ross -sec t ions  o r  g iven  a t  an  appropr la te  p lace  in  the  PAP.

An a t tempt  w i l l  be  made to  comp ly  w i th  th i s  reques t .

General Requl renents

The  Pe rm i t t ee  sha l l  c l a r i f y  wha t  cons t i t u t es  an  i so l a ted  sys tem
demons t ra te  t ha t  t he  was te  rock  d l sposa l  s i t e  i s  one ,  and  a l so
demons t ra te  tha t  t he re  i s  no  hyd ro log i c  connec t i on  be tween  the
P leasan t  Va l  l ey  C reek .

and

s i  t e  and

An a t tempt  w i l l  be  made to  c la r i f y  th i s  i ssue .

The  Permi t tee  sha l l  i den t i f y  the  two  p rev ious ly  d r i l l ed  exp lo ra to ry
ho les  near  the  was te  rock  d isposa l  s i te  and  g ive  the i r  l oca t lon  and
o ther  in fo rmat ion  such  a  d r i l l  l ogs .

Th is  i ssue  w i l l  be  inves t iga ted  and  appropr ia te  changes  made to  the
MRP.

The  Permi t tee  sha l l  p rov ide  a  cu r ren t  l i s t i ng  o f  su r face  and  g round
wate r  r igh ts  in  the  PAP and  sha l l  upda te  a l l  app l l cab le  tab les  and  maps
as  necessary .

The  wate r  r igh ts  in fo rmat ion  w i l l  be  upda ted .

The  Permi t tee  sha l l  c la r i f y  the  cu r ren t  s ta tus  o f  the  p rev ious ly
pend ing  USFS c la ims ,  i f  a  cu r ren t  wa te r  r igh ts  I i s t i ng  does  no t  make
tha t  s ta tus  c lea r .

The  s ta tus  o f  the  pend ing  USFS wate r  r igh t  c la im w i l l  be  c la r i f i ed .
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R645-301-724. 300

Def i c ienc ies :

Geologt c Information

I  .  De f i c i enc ies  i n  t h i  s  sec t i on  a re  cove red  by  De f i c i enc ies  2 -4  unde r
Sec t i on  R645-301-600  Geo logy .

Response :

Aga in  t he  ques t i on  i s  r a i sed  conce rn ing  t he  3  samp les  w i t h  e i t he r
po ten t i a l l y  ac i d - f o rm ing  o r  t ox i c - f o rm ing  cha rac te r i s t i c s .  h l e  need  t o
d i scuss  t he  imp l i ca t i ons  o f  on l y  3  samp les  i n  l 0  yea rs  show ing
po ten t i a l  ac i d  o r  t ox i c  f o rm ing  cha rac te r i s t i c s .

R645-30r-728

Def ic ienc ies :

PHC Deternlnation

The  Pe rm i t t ee  sha l l  i den t i f y  and  g i ve  l oca t i ons  f o r  s l gn i f i can t  i n -m ine
f l ows  and  sha l l  i n c l ude  i n fo rma t l on  on  t hose  f l ows  i n  t he  PHC to  he lp
i den t i f y  po ten t i a l  impac t s  t o  g round  wa te r  f l ow  and  t he  hyd ro log l c
ba l  ance .

Response :

Th is  i s  the  same reques t  wh ich  has  been  made numerous  t lmes  ln  the  pas t
and  has  been  reJec ted  as  imprac t i ca l  and  lack ing  de f in i t i on .  However ,
the  app l i can t  i s  w i l l i ng  to  rev is l t  the  i ssue  w i th  the  D iv i s ion  to
eva l  ua te  the  cu r ren t  s ta tus .

2 .  The  Perml t tee  sha l l  upda te  the  sp r ing  and  seep  inven to ry  fo r  the  permi t
and  ad jacen t  a reas ,  in  par t i cu la r  the  a reas  where  m in ing  occur red  under
the  1986-1991  perml t  and  where  m in ing  w i l l  be  done  under  the  1992-1997
permi  t .

Response :

Prev ious ly  addressed  under  R645-301-700  de f i c iency  number  5 .

3 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  i nc lude  in  the  PHC a  de te rmina t ion  o f  po ten t ia l
impac ts  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  covered  over land  conveyor  sys tem tha t  i s  to
be  ins ta l led .

Response :

The  i ssue  w i l l  be  addressed .
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4 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  i ncorpora te  in to  the  de te rmina t lon  o f  the
data  co l lec ted  to  da te  f rom the  f lumes or  o ther  sources  a long
Creek  and the  upper  reaches  o f  Upper  Hunt ing ton  Creek .  The
de te rmina t lon  o f  the  PHC to  these  d ra inages  sha l l  i nc lude  bu t
l im i ted  to  subs idence  o f  pe renn ia l  s t reams and  o f  the  loss  o f
Ye l lows tone  cu t th roa t  t rou t  spawn ing  hab i ta t .  The  Permi t tee
incorpora te  s tud ies  done  in  assoc ia t lon  w i th  o ther  agenc ies .

Response :

PHC a l  I
Burnout

not be

sha l  I

The  approved  p lan  requ i res  inc lus ion  o f  da ta  f rom s ta t ion  CS-7  loca ted
a t  the  mouth  o f  Burnou t  Creek  on ly .  Nh i le  the  app l i can t  we lcomes
cons t ruc t i ve  par t i c ipa t ion  by  the  D iv i s ion  in  s tud les  such  as  the
Burnou t  Creek  subs idence  s tudy  wh ich  i s  cu r ren t l y  be ing  in i t i a ted  w l th
the  Fores t  Serv ice ,  i t  i s  no t  appropr ia te  a t  th l s  po in t  i n  t ime  to
incorpora te  th i s  s tudy  in to  the  m ine  p lan  as  no  resu l t s  have  been
obta i  ned to  da te .  As  s tudy  da ta  become ava i  I  ab l  e ,  these da ta  w i  I  I  be
incorpora ted  in to  the  m lne  p lan .

5 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  i den t t f y  the  sources  o f  the  ac id -and  tox ic - fo rm ing
mater ia l s  ln  the  m ine  and  de te rmine  whether  p resence  o f  these
mater ia l s ,  i n  the  m ine  o r  a t  the  was te  rock  d isposa l  s i te ,  cou ld  resu l t
i n  con tamina t ion  o f  su r face  and  g round  wate r  supp l ies .

Response :

Mate r ia l  samp les  showing  a  tendency  toward  be tng  ac id  o r  tox ic  fo rm lng
have  been  so  ln f requen t  and  so  mlnor  tha t  no  pa t te rn  i s  sugges ted .  A
poss ib i l i t y  ex is ts  tha t  these  p rob lems may  be  due  to  lab  e r ro r .  Such
i  so la ted  occur rences  make  source  iden t i f i ca t ion  a l  I  bu t  lmposs lb le .
The  s i tua t ion  w i l l  con t lnue  to  be  care fu l l y  mon i to red  and  ac t lon  w i l l
be  taken  l f  appropr ia te .

6 .  The Permi t tee  sha l l  add the  re fe rence DeGraf f ,  1976 to  the  References
at  the  end o f  the  PHC.

Response :

The re fe rence w i  I  I  be  added as  suggested .

7 .  The  Permt t tee  sha l l  p rov ide  in fo rmat ion  on  the  x - ray
ana lyses ,  such  dS,  bu t  no t  l im i ted  to ,  the  number  o f

d i f f rac t ion  c lay
sampl  es ,  samp l  e

are  necessary  toloca t lons ,  l i t ho logy ,  and
eva l  ua te  app l  i  cab i  I  i  t y  o f

Response :

L im i ted  da ta  o f  th i s  t ype
ob ta i  n .  The  app l  i  cab i  I  i  t y
Sky l  i  ne  M i  nes  s  i  tua t ion  i  s

the  range  o f  va l  ues ,  tha t
the  c lay  ana lyses  to  the PHC de te rmi  na t ion .

a re  ava i l ab le  and  a re  ve ry  expens i ve  t o
of  these  da ta  in  PHC de te rmina t ions  in  the
o f  ques t ionab le  va lue .  I t  i s  sugges ted  tha t

issue take  p lace  be fore  fu r ther  e f fo r t  i sfu r the r  d iscuss ions  on  th is
expended .
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8 .  The  Perml t tee  sha l l  l nc lude  in  the  PHC a  d iscuss ion  o f  the  decreased
b lo log ic  ac t i v i t y  in  Ecc les  Creek  downs t ream o f  the  m ine .  The
ln fo rmat ion  In  "Ecc les  Canyon  Inver tebra te  S tud ies  and  R lck  D lsso lu t lon
Exper lment "  sha l l  be  used  in  the  de te rmina t ion  o f  lmpac ts  o f  m in ing  and
rec lamat ion  on  sed iment  y le ld  f rom the  d is tu rbed  a rea ,  s t reamf low
a l  te ra t ion ,  and  wate r  qua l  I  t y .

Response :

The re fe renced document  w i  I  I  be  i  ncorpora ted  as  appropr i  a te .

9 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  de te rmine  i f  d rawdown o f  the  wa te r  tab le  w i l l
d i rec t l y  o r  lnd t rec t l y  lmpac t  base f low and  spr lng  d ischarge  to  a l l
s t reams ln  and  ad jacen t  to  the  permi t  a rea .

Response :

Th is  i ssue  has  been  d iscussed  in  the  p lan  severa l  t lmes  in  the  pas t ,
however ,  the  sub jec t  w i  I  I  be  re -eva l  ua ted  based on  cur ren t  da ta  to  see
i f  add i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  can  be  added .

R645-301 -730

Def i c ienc ies :

Operatlon Plan

l .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  de f ine  the  po ten t ia l  fo r 'ac ld  and  tox ic  d ra inage
f rom the  mine  and inc lude ln  the  PAP procedures  to  p ro tec t  sur face  and
ground  wate r  qua l i t y  th rough  hand l ing  o f  ac ld -  and  tox ic - fo rm ing
mater ia l s  ln  a  manner  tha t  m in im izes  fo rmat ion  o f  ac id  and  tox ic
d ra inage  a t  a l l  l oca t ions .

Response :

Addressed under  R645-301-721 de f ic iency  number  5 .

R645-30r -73r . 200

Def i  c i  enc i  es :

llater l,lonl torl ng

so l  i  ds ,  to ta lI  .  The Permi  t tee  sha l  I  add ana lyses
hardness  as  CaC03,  carbonate ,  and
moni  to r i  ng  and ana lyses  fo r  to ta l
g round  wate r  mon i to r ing ,  o r  sha l l
these  ana lyses .

fo r  to ta l  se t t l  eab l  e
ca t ion /an ion  ba l  ance
hardness  as  CaC03 and
prov i  de  jus t i  f i  ca t ion

to sur face water
carbonate to
for  omi t t i  ng

Response :

Th is  de f i c iency  i s  ano ther  a t tempt
imp lementa t ion  o f  "Gu ide l  i nes" .  I t
app l  i  can t  tha t  the  cons t i  tuents  to
s l te  spec i f i c  bas ls .

by  the  D iv i s ion  to  mandate
rema ins  the  pos i t i on  o f  the

be  mon i to red  shou ld  be  se lec ted  on  a
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2 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  have  one  se t  o f  g round  wate r  samp les  f rom a l l
g round  wate r  mon i to r ing  s ta t ions  ana iyzed  fo r  a l l  pa ramete rs  on  Tab le  3
o f  the  D iv i s lon 's  "Gu ide l ines  fo r  Es tab l i shment  o f  Sur face  and  Ground
Hate r  Mon i to r ing  Programs fo r  Coa l  M in ing  and  Rec lamat ion  Opera t ions"
(January ,  1986) .  Samples  sha l l  be  taken  dur lng  low f low,  bu t  in  no
case  sha l l  the  samp l ing  be  done  la te r  than  Sep tember  15 ,1992 .

3 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  have  two  se ts  o f  su r face  wate r  samp les  f rom a l l
su r face  wate r  mon i to r ing  s ta t ions  ana lyzed  fo r  a l l  pa ramete rs  on  Tab le
I  o f  the  D iv i s ion 's  "Gu ide l ines  fo r  Es tab l i shment  o f  Sur face  and  Ground
water  Mon i to r ing  programs fo r  Coa l  Min ing  and Rec lamat ion  Opera t ions"
(January ,  1986) .  One  sample  each  shou ld  be  taken  a t  l ow f low and  a t
h igh  f low,  bu t  in  no  case  sha l l  the  samp l ing  be  done  la te r  than
September  I5 ,  1992 .

Response to  I tems 2  and 3 :

These requests  a re  no t  a  par t  o f  the  approved mon i to r ing  program and
are  c lea r l y  no t  requ i red  by  the  ru les .

4 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  i den t i f y  sources  o f  wa te r  qua l i t y  in fo rmat ion  near
Sco f ie ld  and  p lace  the  in fo rmat ion  on  the  appropr ia te  maps .  The  na tu re
o f  the  wa te r  qua l i t y  va r ia t ions  in  Ecc les  Creek  and  P leasan t  Va l ley
Creek ,  ment ioned  on  page  2 -33  o f  the  PAP,  sha l l  be  c la r i f i ed .

Response :

The  i ssue  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  and  appropr ia te  changes  made.

5 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l l  repa i r  o r  rep lace  mon i to r ing  we l l s  l4 -2b  and
22-2 -2 .  As  an  a l te rna t i ve ,  i f  the  Permi t tee  can  demons t ra te  to  the
D iv is ion  tha t  su f f i c ien t  g round  wate r  mon i to r ing  can  be  conduc ted
wi  thout  these two pi  ezeometers ,  the PAP shoul  d be rnodi  f  i  ed and the
we l l s  abandoned fo l low ing  the  p lan  ou t l i ned  in  Sec t ion  4 .9 ,  vo lume 3
and  S ta te  o f  U tah  Ru les  fo r  h la te r  l ^ le l l  D r i l l e rs .

Response :

The  we l l s  v re re  d r i l l ed  p r imar l l y  fo r  coa l  exp lo ra t ion  w i th  wa te r
mon i to r ing  as  a  secondary  func t ion .  Rep lacement  as  wa te r  mon i to r ing
we l l s  i s  imprac t i ca l  bo th  f rom an  economica l  and  an  opera t lona l
s tandpo tn t .  The  causes  o f  the  fa i lu res  a re  p robab ly  re la ted  to  g round
movement ,  e i the r  f rom na tu ra l  s lump ing  o r  f rom subs idence ,  and  wou ld
probab ly  a l  so  e f fec t  rep l  acement  we l  I  s .  Appropr i  a te  changes w i  I  I  be
made in  the  p lan  to  re f lec t  the  s ta tus  o f  these  we l l s .

6 .  The  Permi t tee  sha l  l  change  page  l -48  to  I  i s t  the  U tah  D iv i  s ion  o f  l ' l a te r
R igh ts  as  the  agency  permi t t i ng  wa te r  we l l s  and  sha l l  fu r the r  commi t  to
h  ave  proper  permi ts  and to  fo l low Utah Code Sect ion  73-3-25  and Sta te
o f  U tah  Ru les  o f  h fa te r  Ne l  I  Dr i  I  l e rs  fo r  a l  I  fu tu re  ins ta l  l a t ions  o f
g round water  mon l  to r i  ng  we l  I  s  and p i  ezeometers .
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Response :

The suggested  change to  page l -48  w i l l  be  made.  The commi tment  to
have  p roper  permi ts  a re  a  par t  o f  the  p rocess  in  ob ta in ing  the  r igh t  to
d r i l l  a  ne t r  we l l .  Mak ing  such  a  commi tment  in  the  m ine  p tan  in
unnecessar i  I y  redundan t .

7  .  In  o rder  to  demonst ra te  compl  iance w i th  R645-301-731 .222.2 ,  a  copy  o f
the  cu r ren t  NPDES permi t  sha l l  be  inc luded  in  the  PAP.  F ind ings  o f
pas t  mon i  to r i  ng  sha l  I  be  I  i  s ted  or  summar i  zed .

Response :

The  UPDES d ischarge  permi t  i s  admin is te red  by  the  D iv i s ion  o f  h la te r
Qua l i t y  and  i s  renewed every  f i ve  years  as  i s  the  MRP.  The  two
documents  a re  no t  in  phase  so  inc lud ing  a  copy  o f  the  d ischarge  perml t
in  the  MRP resu l t s  in  a  p lan  wh ich  i s  no t  up  to  da te  fo r  abou t  one  ha l f
o f  the  permi t  pe r iod .  A  demons t ra t ion  o f  comp l iance  i s  a l ready
mandated by  the  repor t lng  requ i rements  o f  R645-301-731.223.  A  h is to ry
o f  comp l iance  i s  con ta ined  in  these  repor ts .  However ,  i t  seems
appropr ia te  to  inc lude  a  b r ie f  summary  o f  th i s  h is to ry  in  the  MRP.

R645-302-230

Def i c ienc ies :

Steep Sl ope l{i n I ng

The  App l i can t  i s  no t  i n  comp l i ance  and  needs ' t o  add ress  t he  requ i remen t
of R645-302-230.

Response :

D0GM s ta tes  tha t  " the  App l  i can t  i  s  conduct l  ng  s teep s lope mi  n i  ng" .  l , le
a re  no t  su re ,  bu t  based  on  the  g roup  o f  regu la t ions  in  wh ich  th ts
sec t ion  i s  found ,  i t  appears  tha t  "s teep  s lope  mln lng"  l i ke ly  re fe rs  to
con tour  su r face  min ing .  Ne  a re  no t  conduc t ing  "s teep  s lope  min ing" .

R645-302-321 Al luvlal Val ley Floor Determlnatlon

Def i c ienc ies :

Sky l ine  mus t  p rov ide  the  D iv i s ion  w i th  a  copy  o f  the  Dames and  Moore
repor t ,  "Excava t ion  Dewate r ing  Inves t iga t ion ,  Load  0u t  Area  ,  to
enab le  a  more  thorough  eva lua t ion  o f  the  a l luv ia l  va l ley  a t  the
Rai  I  road Load Out.
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Response :

Th is  repor t  dea l t  w l th  wa te r  accumula t lon  in  the  p i t s  dug  fo r  s l l o
cons t ruc t ion  a t  the  RRLO and  was  in tended  as  a  cons t ruc t ion  a id .  The
repor t  has  long  s ince  been  a rch ived  and  i s  o f  ques t ionab le  va lue .  I t
i s  sugges ted  tha t  the  d tv i s ion  re -eva lua te  the  need  fo r  th i s  repor t
before an at tempt is  made to Iocate a copy.

2 .  Sky l ine  mus t  expand  the  d iscuss ion  o f  a l l uv ia l  va l ley  f l oo rs  in  Sec t ion
4-23  o f  the  MRP to  inc lude  a  map and  d iscuss ion  o f  a l l  ag r l cu l tu ra l
a reas  ad jacen t  to  the  permi t  a rea .  Th ls  map mus t  show f lood  and
sub i  r r i  ga ted  a reas .

Response:

Th is  i ssue  has  been  p rev ious ly  reso lved  w i th  bo th  the  D iv i s ion  and  w i th
QSM.  There  have  been  no  changes  su f f i c ien t  to  war ran t  reopen ing  th is
i  ssue .

3 .  Sky l ine  mus t  expand  the  d iscuss ion  o f  the  rec lamat ion  and  permanent
storage of  waste rock at  the Rat  I  road Load Out and the measures to be
taken  to  avo id  po ten t ia l  e f fec ts  on  the  hydro log ic  ba lance  o f  a l l uv la l
va l  l ey  f l oo r .

Response :

The  appropr ia teness  o f  such  a  d iscuss lon  w i l l  be  eva lua ted  and
add i  t i ona l  d i  scuss ion  he ld  as  necessary


