
I
,rfr
TT ID STATE OF UTAH
N'' I  NATURAL RESOURCES

-- Woter Rights

Southeos tern  Areo.453 S.  Corbon Avenue.  P ,O.  Box718.  Pr ice ,  UT 84501 -0718.801-637-1303

*[}1?

March 5 .  1992

i '  i  i : ;{ '  i  dl l i t i : . i ' --  j
r r . t r  i  . r j l l ' L . ' ,  C  

" ; ' ;  

-

, -1? f i  f * i r f f  p .  '  ; : i :  t ;e i i , . }
-  *  \ 4 1  : *  . J  - . - . " * y . ' r - a l

Div i s i on  o f  0 i l ,  Gas  &  M in ing
At t ,n  :  Daron Haddock,  Permi  t  Superv i  sor
355  Wes t  Nor th  Temp l  e
3  T r i ad  Cen te r ,  Su i t e  350
Sa l t  Lake  C i t y ,  U tah  84180 -1203

Re :  Pe rm i t  Renewa l  App l i ca t i on
Utah  Fue l  Company  Sky l  i ne  M ine

Dea r  Da ron :

The  renewa l  app l  i ca t i on  f o r  t he  Sky l  i ne  M ine  has  been  rev i ewed .  The  commen ts ,
wh ' i ch  a re  enumera ted  be l  ow ,  add ress  requ  j  r emen ts  o f  t h i  s  o f f  i  ce ,  as  we l  I  as
the  poss ib l e  i n t e r f e rence  o r  d im inu t i on  o f  f l ows  w i t h i n  and  ad jacen t  t o  t he
pe rm i  t  a rea .

1 .  Sec t i on  2 .3 .5 .2 ,  page  2 -31 ,  S ta tes  t ha t  on l y  one  sp r i ng  on  t he  base
a rea  has  a  f i l ed  wa te r  r i gh t .  Howeve r ,  upon  rev i ew  o f  o f f i ce  f i 1es ,  l 1
add i t i ona l  wa te r  r i gh t s  on  sp r i ng  sou rces  we re  i den t i f i ed .  A l l  f i l i ngs  a re  i n
t he  name  o f  t he  U .S .  Fo res t  Se rv i ce .

2 .  Th ree  exchanges  (E l l 14 ,  E1560 ,  E1906 )  we re  f j l ed  b_v  Coas ta l  S ta tes
Energy  Company  to  d i ve r t  wa te r  f rom underg round  we l l s  o r  m ine  tunne ls  and  a re
shown  on  map  2 .3 .5 .2 -1 .  0 f  t hese  app l j ca t i ons ,  on l y  E l l 14  and  E1906  a re
va l i d ;  E1906  was  f j l ed  t o  r ep lace  E1560 .  As  s ta ted  on  page  2 -51 ,  on l y  148
ac re  f ee t  o f  wa te r  i s  ava j l ab le  unde r  t he  cu r ren t l y  app roved  exchanges .

3 .  Sec t i on  2 .5 .2 ,  page  2 -49 ,  and  page  25  o f  t he  PHC d i scuss  poss ib l e
e f f ec t s  o f  m in i ng  i nduced  subs jdence  upon  t he  a rea  wa te r  r esou rces .  Due  t o
the  p resence  o f  sha les  and  t he i r  swe l l i ng  na tu re ,  impac t s  r e l a ted  t o
subs  i  dence  a re  expec ted  to  be  m ' i  n  j  ma l  .  Fu r the r ,  sea l  i  ng  o f  po ten t  i  a l  c racks
unde r  s t r eam bod ies ' i  s  expec ted  t o  be  acce le ra ted  due  t o  na tu ra l  depos ' i t i on  o f
s i l t .  I t  shou ld  be  no ted  t ha t  any  l oss  o r  d im inu t j on  o f  f l ow  f r om any  sou rce
shou ld  be  cons ide red  s i gn i f i can t .  I n  t he  even t  t ha t  m i t j ga t i on  i s  r equ i red ,
changes  o r  deve lopmen ts  o f  wa te r  sou rces  shou ld  be  coo rd jna ted  w i t h  t h i s
o f f i  ce .
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\ o rmon  H  Bonge r te r  Gove rno r
Dee C.  Honsen,  Execut iv 'e  Di rector

Robe r t  * .  Mo rgon ,  S io te  Eng inee r
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4.  Pages  9  th rough  15  o f  the  PHC address  the  t ransbas in  d ive rs ion  o f  wa te r
f rom the  San  Rafae l  bas jn  (Hun t ing ton  Creek)  to  the  Pr j ce  bas jn  (Ecc ' les
Creek) .  Accord ing  to  the  f igu res  p resen ted ,  approx imate ly  95  gpm o f  the  to ta l
380 gpm is  dep le ted  f rom the  San Rafae l  bas jn  and curuent ly  d ischarged f rom
the  mines .  Pro iec ted  max imum mine-wate r  d ischarge  j s  es t imated  a t  550  gpm,  o f
wh jch  68% (374  gpm)  wou ld  o r ig ina te  w j th jn  the  San  Rafae l  bas in .  A l though
th is  f i gu re  may  decrease  over  t ime ,  i t  appears  tha t  sources  w i th jn  the
Hunt i  ngton Creek drai  nage may ref l  ect  the depl  et ' ion .  Compensat ' ion may be
requ' i  red f  or  the t ransbas i  n d i  vers j  on .

5 .  Sec t ion  3 .2 .1 ,  pages  3 -15  th rough  3 -23 ,  iden t i f i es  th ree  sed imenta t ion
ponds  w i th in  the  m ine  p roper ty .  The  mine  s i te  and  coa l  l oadou t  ponds  have
been approved pursuant  to  the  requ i rements  se t  fo r th  by  Sec t ' ion  73-5a-204 o f
the  U tah  Code.  However ,  Form R-69 ,  App l i ca t ion  to  Cons t ruc t  a  Dam Impound ing
Less  Than 20  Acre  Feet ,  has  no t  been comple ted  fo r  the  rock  d isposa l  sed jment
pond .  There fo re ,  the  fo rm shou ld  be  comple ted  and  submi t ted  to  th i s  o f f i ce
fo r  approva l .

6 .  Sec t ion  4 .7 .4 ,  page  4 -46 ,  d iscusses  revege ta t ion  and  poss ib le
supp lementa l  j r r j ga t ion .  Fur ther ,  page  4 -83  ind ica tes  tha t  upon  c leanou t ,
wa te r  f rom the  loadou t  sed jmenta t jon  pond  no t  meet ing  d ischarge  requ j rements
may  be  u t i l j zed  to  wa te r  vege ta t ion .  As  re fe renced  in  i tem #3 ,148  ac re  fee t
o f  water  has  been exchanged by  Coasta l  S ta tes ,  however ,  uses  are  jnd jca ted  as
be ' ing  inc iden ta l  to  m in ' ing  opera t ions  (m in ' ing ,  d r jnk ing ,  san i ta ry ,  e tc . ) .
Shou ld  supp lementa l  j r r i ga t ion  be  requ ' i red , ' i t  w i l l  be  necessary  to  f i l e
add i t i ona l  paper  work  w j th  th ' i  s  o f f j ce  to  accommodate  any  j r r i ga t ion  uses .
Deve lopments  regard ing  these  uses  shou ld  be  coord jna ted  w j th  th j s  o f f i ce .

I  apprec  j  a te  the  oppor tun i  t y  to  rev i  ew Utah Fue l  ' s  mi  ne  p ' l  ans .  Shou l  d  you
have any  ques t ions  regard ing  the  fo rego ing  comments ,  p lease fee l  f ree  to
con tac t  me.

S  i  ncere l  y ,

to.ro'r*/

Wi l l i am A.  Warmack
Ass is tan t  Reg iona l  Eng ineer

cc :  Utah  Fue l  Company
At tn :  Ke j th  Zobe l ,  Env i ronmenta l  Eng ineer
P .0 .  Box  719
He lper ,  U tah  84526
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