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Dean Daron:

The Pnoposed Ftndtng of No Stgntfteqnt Impaet (PFilNSI) and Enutnonmental
Assessment (EA) f,or the Bunnout Creek Substdence and llpper tuntttngton Cangon
Enhaneement proJeet has eonpleted l"ts 30 daA neuteut and eoranent pnlon. Duntng
that ttme pert,od, a total of f,our eonnnents Lettens u)ere teeetued. Response to
these conanents cqn be f,ound. tn the Deetslon Nott ce (DN ) and Ftndtng of No
St gnt.f teant Inrpact (F0NSI) , Chapter III , Suhseett on C, htbltc Conanent on the
Enuttonmental Assessment and Pnoposed Ftnd.tng 0f No Stgntf leant Inrpact ( eopA
attaehed) .

I belteue the predeelstonal neuteut of the EA and PFONSI asststed In elartf,ytng
nA deet.st.on. I feel thts has been aeeonrpltshed tn a uaV uhteh nespond.s to the
eomments and nematns wtthtn mA basle ehange tn managtng Fedenal Lands wtthtn
the Flantt-La SaL Natlonal Fonest.

Due to the Length of the EA, (ouen 750 pages) t t f s not tnehtded ulth thts
Letter. I uould be more than utlltng to pnoutde a eopV tf, you rnuld eaLL (501)
637-2877 or utstt thls of,ftee at the aboue addness.

Thank Aou f,or Aou" trtput to seoptng of thts pnoposal and./on the eonunents Aou
pnoulded durtng the predeetstonal reulsut. If Aou haue questlons eoneernLng the
EA, DN, and/or FONSI, please eontaet Chanles J. Jankteuttcz, Prtee Dtstntet
Rangen or HaLter E. Nouak, Pnt ee Dtstntet Geologtst, at the aboue phone trumben
on addtes.9.
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DECISION NOTICE
AfrD

FIfrDIflG OF NO SIffiTFICENT ITPACT

BUBNOAT CBEEK STINiIDENCE
AND

WPER EINTINCMN CANYON EfrEANCETENT

PEICE BANGER DIST?,ICT
TANTI-TA SAL NATIONAL POBZST

IilTBODACTION

An Erutlronmental Assessment (EA) fon stbstdtng Buz,nout Cneek and llppen
Hunttngton Cangon enhaneement ucts eonrpleted and ts on ftle at the Fonest
Supenutsor's off,tee at 599 hlest Pntee Rtuen Dntue, Prtee, Utah, 84507, The
EA doeutnents the analyst,s that uas conrpleted punsuant to Sttpulation 72 of
Fedenal CoaL Lease U-044076 (Speetal CoaL Lease Sttgtlatlon #9 of Append|r
B of the ltantt-La Sat Nattonal Fonest Land and Resounee Flanagement PLan
Forest PLan) and tnelu.d.es a hydnologte stu.dg ( Long-term monttottng) ,
mtttgatton (off-stte enhaneenent), and a eonttngeneu plan (on-stte
nttigatton), It analyzed dtf,f,enent alternattues to determlne how, uhen,
and whene these aettutttes eould be twplenented on a stte-speelfte basis
ouer the next seuenal Aears.

kclcgrywd

In a Letten dated June 75, 7992, Utah FueL Conrpwry, operator of the Skyltne
Fltne, reaf,f,trned the need to Longuall mtne the eoal beneath Bunnout Creek.
TheA tequested Forest Semstee appnoual to substde penenntal neaches of
Burnout Creek In aeeotdanee wtth Speelal Sttpu,Latton No. 72 of thetn Lease.

Thts f s the f trst ttme a mtntng openaton has nequ,ested a deetston to
ctqToue a proposal to substde penenntal watens tn aeeordartee wtth Spect.al
Sttpulatton No. 72 of thetn Lease. Thts sttptlatton neqtttnes speetf,te
ctWToDaL pnton to eonduettng mtntng operatlons that uould substde perenntal
waters that could potenttallg danage or alten the flou.

I beLteue thts wtLL be a deetston potnt uhteh we utLL f,ace again and agatn
cs ou? lanouledge of, penenntal dnalnages tnereases and eoal ertnaetton moues
l.nto nqi a?eds on the FIantt-La SaL Nattonal Fonest. Fon thts recrson, I
feel tt ls tnpontant that we undenstand hou I haue arntued at thts speetf,te
deetston potnt oDer Burmout Cneek.

The tntttal Fltnlng and Reeluntton PLan (PIRP) fon Utah Fuel's Skyltne lltne
uas appnoued tn 7979. Tht.s approual uas based on an EA prepaned bA the
Forest Senut,ce and an EIS f,or the Federal CoaL Flanagement Program prqaned
by the Depantment of Intertor tn 7979. Stnee the 7979 appnoual, Utah FueL
has been openattng unden a seenarto uhtch tnelud.ed Longwall mintng unden
Bunnout Cneek. The company planned thetn mtne seqrtenetng, personnel,



equ.tpment, and eost amorttzatton based on those teserues.
the Bunnout dnatnage uas not constdered to be penenntal.

At that ttme,

The FIantt -La SaL Nattonal Fonest Ifrr4d and Resounce llanagement PLan and
Final Enutnonmental Inrpaet Statement (Forest PLan and FEIS) conrpleted tn
7986, tequtne speetfte mea,sltres f,on the pnoteetlon of, perenntal dnatnages.
Stnee approual of the Fonest PLqn, these stlgtlattons ha:e been
tneozponated tnto coal Leases at the ttne of thefu euatuatton o?
readJustment uhene pnoteetton of perenntal dnatnages ucts tdentifted cLs a
eoneern. Those speetf,tc measltres harc been made a part of Federal CoaL
Lease U-044076 and Utah FueL's Fltntng and Reelanatton PLan.

In 7990, a nlpant mt sun)eA uas eonducted tn anpport of cm Enutronmental
Inpaet Statement that eualu.ated a proposal ta reroute Questar Ptpellne
Company's Plainltne No. 47. It detenmtned that appnortmately the Louen ntle
of Bunnout Creek f s penewttal. It also neeogntzed that Upper funtttngton
Creek, tnelud.tng Burnout Cneek, f s deslgnated bA the Utah Dtutston of
Hildltfe Resounees c.s the onlg Utah source of eenttf,ted dtsease-f,ree eggs
f,or natstng Yellowstone Cutthroat Tnout for stoektng W"?oses.

Gtuen that tenms of the Federal coal Lease nequtne approual of, mtntng
acttut.tles that could cau,se stbstdence of, penennlal streqns and gtuen that
teaehes of Bunnout Creek haue been elasstf,ted cs penennial, a deetsion by
me as the Responstble 1fftetal fs neeessatq tf Longwall mtntng ts to oesur
beneath Burnout Creek.

The dtf f teulty of thts deetston and analysts Cs eorrpounded bg the
f,ol lowtng:

't Numben of Uears tn whlch Utah FueL Cornpcrry has planned thetn mtntng
sec{uenee and economte utabtlt ty on mtntng under Bunnout Cneek.

* Lack of tnf onmatton eoneer.nlng substdence ef,f,ects on penenntal
dnatnages tn the Westerm Untted States.

tF No mtntng bg longwall methods under Bunnout Creek uould equse the
stentltzatton ( tnabtlttg to ntne) of up to tt'to ntll lon tans of
Tecoue?able eoal ?eserDes. Thts wottld nentlt In a Loss of $4 nt,Llion
tn noyalttes to Fedenal, State, and Loeal gouernments.

In a Lettet dated Apntl 30, 7992, the Bureqt of Innd Flanagement proutded
eotrments eoneerntng the approued Resouree Reeoueng and Pnoteetton Plart
(R2P2 ) f,on lltah FueL Conrpany' s Skyltne lllne arld. proteetlon of the Bunnout
Creek dratnage area. In tt, theg anttetpated (predtetton nather than
enrplttcal data) that Longuall ntntng operattons should not hwe anA
Long-term ef,f,eets on the ftow of thts perermlal streqn and. that atch mtntng
openatlons should be allouted.

In addttton, Utah FueL Compang has connnttted to sttpporttng a hydnologte
shtdg, on-stte mt.tt.gatton, crd off-st,te enhancement as pant of tts pnoposed
aetton (See Pnoposed Aetton f,or speetftc tnf,onnatton on these eomponents).



fuJeet Loeattan

The proposed aettuttg fs loeated approntmately 23 atn mtles west nortlarcst
of Pnlee , Utah, or about 6 mtles soutln'test of Scof,teld Resem.tot r on the
hlasateh Plateau, tn porttons of Seettons 26, 34, and 35, 7.73 S. , R. 6 E. ,
SaLt Lake lleridtan, Emery Countg, Utah (see Ftgures I-7 atld I-2, PnoJeet
Anea Vtclnttg tlaps, Located tn the Burnout EA).

fupsd. Aetton

The proposed aetton f or thts cnalysts Cs to Longwall mtne fi'to coal secnns
uhteh wtderlte perenntal neaehes of the Burmout Cneek dratnage on Federal
CoaL Lease U-044076. The ntning would be fuLL estraetion, therebg
suhstdtng the dratnage.

The proposed aetton also tnelud.es the f,olloutng assoetated eonrponents:

Enhaneement (Utttgatt on) The ualue of the f,tshetg habttat in Burnout
Cneek would be ryanttf ted. Then anothen undeueloped or underdeueloped,
f,tsheny habttat, wtthtn the (lpper Hunttngton Canyon (UHC) dratnage, of
potenttally eqta,L ualue tnuld be tdenttf,ted a?ld tnrproued. Utah FueL
Conpang has the res'poilstbtltty to deuelop, f,uttd, and tnrplement thts
enhaneement, af,ter teuteut and. appnoual of enharteement aettutttes by the
Fonest Semttee and any othen responstble appnoul.ng agenetes.

Stu.dg An tntenstue streqn monttontng prog?cnn uould be eondueted duntng
the stbst denee aettutty along Burnout Cneek. Thts study uould tnelud.e
thonough docr,unentatton of the ateas substded and the antount of subsldence
uhteh ocqtrned. The ef,feets of suhstdenee on flou, streqn mozpholory and
spatntng habttat uould be monttored and doattnented. Skgltne lttne would
work wtth the Forest Semttee Intenmountatn Reseaneh Statton to deuelop,
furd, and tmplement thts shtdg.

llttt.gatton (ConttngeneA PLan) lltttgate or nqafu mty notable dutage whteh
does ocaltr f,tom stbstdence tnanedtately. These mtttgatt.on measures uottld
tnelude a means to eontnol sedtment and reestablf.sh stneqn float that may be
af,f,eeted. Utah FueL Conrpang uould fund and tnrplement this nttigatton,
after neuteut ard appnoual of ntttgatt on acttutttes bA the Forest Semtiee
(llarftt-La SaL attd Intemoutttatn Reseaneh Statton).

The uppet 2 eoal sealns ate q,rcnently planned to be Longuall-ntned stanttng
thts Vear and eonttru,ttng f,or up to 70 Aears. The uryer 2 seans cpe?age a
eombtned total of 20 f eet tn thtelotess. At a mantmtm srzbs tdence nate ol
702, the Land sunf,ace eould drop or suhstde up to 74 f,eet ouer a 70 Vear
pentod.

If the pnoposed actton ts trrplemented, enhaneement aetluttles would begtn
utthtn 78 months and be eompteted utthtn 3 Aears. The pnoposed management
aettutttes would be admtntstened bg the Pnt,ee Rangen Dtstntct of the
Flantt-La SaL Nattonal Forest.



hnpse od IIed.

The pnoposed actton ds destgned to nespond to the ouerall gutdanee of the
Forest PLan appnoued tn 7986. The gutdanee ts pnoutded utthtn the goals,
objecttues, standards and Wldeltnes, and martagement a?ea dtreetton of the
Fonest PLan. The Fonest PLan attd aeconrparrytng FEIS, to whteh thls doctunent
f s ttered, a?e on f ILe and watlable f,or teuteut at the Pntee Rangen
Dtstnlct Offtee, tlantt-La Sal Nattonal Fonest Supemttsor's 1f,f,tee, and the
Forest Senulee Intermountatn Regtonal 0f,f,Iee.

Flore speetf,tcallg, the pnoposal has the follot'ttng Wuposes:

* To mastmtze resouree ( eoal) Tecoue?U whtte matntatnlng or tnrproutng
waten qtnlttA, sedtment thneshold ltmtts , tnstneqt f Low standards ,
uegetatton, flsh and utldltfe habttat.

It To gatn a betten undenstattdtng of the nrcf,aee ef,f,eets of
ntntng-trtduced sl&s tdenee uhteh ean be u^sed bA the Fonest Semttce
(tlantt-La SaL Nattonal Fonest) and others ln f,utune plcnntng and
deetston maktng negardf.ng othet petennlal wate?s.

II. DBCISIOIT

ft f s mA deetston to trnplement Alternattue B c.s desentbed tn the EA f,or
Burnout ar.d Uppen Huntlngton Canyon, Unden thts alternattue, approual
would be granted to Utah FueL Corrpang to Longwall mtne under and suhstde
penenntal reaches of Buz,nout Cneek punatmtt to Sttpt"tlatton No. 72 of the
lease (Speetal Sttpu.Latton I fnom Appendtx B of the Forest PLan). Fltntng
uould begtn thts gean and tast fon W to 70 geats.

Conrponents of thts deetston uould tnelud.e:

ft A hgdnologte studg of Burmotft Creek wtld be eonducted bef,one and
duntng sthstdenee aettuttg. Thts study ttottld doeunent the ateaa
substded and the qnount of substdenee whleh oesttnred. The ef,f,ect of
subsldence on f,Lott, ntpantart areas, stteant mozpholory, and. spa'tntng
hahttat would be monttored. The sfidy pnoposal, as deueloped bU D?.
RoA Stdle of, the Fonest Semttee' s Intermottntatn Reseaneh Statton,
(Reseaneh Statdon) ls tnelu.d.ed as Append.tr A of the Burnottt EA.

* )ff-stte ntttgatton (enhaneement) elseu)hene tn the llppen fuinttngton
Canyon dnatnage cs desentbed tn the plan deueloped by Dr". Riehard
Valdez f,or Utah FueL. Utah Fuel uould be responstble to deuelop,
futtd, and trrplement thts enharteement. Thts plan, cs qnended, f s
tnehtd.ed tn Appendts, B of the Burnout EA.

* 2n-site nttt.gatton of, suhstdenee eau^sed dantage tn Burnou,t. Thts /s tn
the forn of a eonttngeneV plan wtth the Reseaneh Statlon, Utah FueL
Conrpang, cnd the llantt-La SaL cs pantners. A Flemorandtnt of
Understandtng bett'teen the aboue pantners that outltnes the contlngeneA
plan fs tnelud.ed tn Appendtc C of the Bunnout EA.



Furthenmore, tt ts nA deetslon that no other analyses to approDe the
undentaktng of ntntng openattons that eould nesttlt tn stbstdenee of
penenntal watens on the FIant't,-La SaL Nattonal Fonest utLL be eondueted
unttl Inf,onnatt.on f,nom the hydnologte study ean be doeumented arld
ecttapolated. It fs esttmated that tnf,ornatton f,rom thts studg wtLL not be
auatlable fon 2 to 3 Aears. Thts pontton of mU deetsion fs not inelustue
of deuelopment ntntng of entrees (natns) . Ilhere sttbsidenee of perenntal
uaters fs not tn questton, the pnoposal nag moue f,om,tard.

Appnoual would be
72 of, Federal CoaL

KW POINTS

gzanted tn aeeordanrce
Lease U-044076.

Longwall ntntng uould

Up to 2 nILLton tons
not be mtned.

The hgdrologie studg
would be eondueted.

wtth Spectal Sttgt latton No.

ocsur, suhstdtng teaehes of Bunnout dratnage.

of eoal wottld be reeouered wht eh othemtise would

of substdenee eff,eets tn the Burnout dratnage

III.

The enhaneement proposed bA Utah FueL would be tnrplemented.

The Ftemorandun of Undenstandtng ( eonttngeneA plan) , uht.ch pnoutdes
on-stte nttigatton tn Burnout Canyon u.stng Best tlanagement Pnactt ees
tn a ttmelg ard Tesponstue fashlon, uould be inrplenented.

Infomatton fnom thts hgdrologte sfiidg wtLL be used tn constdening any
f,utune nequ,est ( s ) f,on mtnt ng operat tons that eould nest tlt tn
substdenee of, perennt.al uratens.

BEESONS POB TEE DECISION

A. Cottststanry utth Forest Plmt Stortdoalds, ful^s, @d. ObJecttoes

I hase detemtned that Alternattue B ls consistent utth Fonest PLut
manwgement dtreetton. It conslders the telattue benef,tt to the ghlt e and
tttdtut&tal needs, and proutdes the opportwttty fon su.staLned economic
gtouth dqendent upon the Forest, whtle naintatntng ouenall neeneatlonal
opportuntttes, wtldltfe habltat, Ltuestoek gzaztng, ttmber produetton, and
waten qnltty.

The aboue determtnatton eonstdened the f,ollowtng f,aetors:

( a) There are no lcnoun Ertdutgened o? Threatened plants
wlthtn the pnoJeet a?ea (see Btologteal Eualuattons
the pnoJect tn Appendts D of the Burnout EA).

(b) Thene wtLL be no stgntf tcant tmpaets to pntme

"angelands, f,arnlands, or ttnbenlands.

or antmals
on ft le fon

o? untqtte



(e) The proJeet wtlt be destgned and tnrplemented so that stgntftcant
eu,Ltunal tesourees utLL not be' af,feeted.

(d) Vtstal Qtnltty 1bJeettues wtLL be matntatned.

B. Bespnttse to Isgrcs

Thts fs not cm easA deetston to make, as htghltghted tn the backgnound
t4fonmatton of thts doeunent. It ls one tn whtch I need to rely on
theoretteal data suhnltted bg the BIJTI and Utah FueL Conrpmty rathen than
ernptrical data on uhat wtLL happen. It ts also one tn whtch I also need to
relg on Utah FueL Conpany' s eonnnttment to the erthaneement, nitt gatton, and
hgdnologic shtdg. It Cs dniuen tn pant bA the need fon enrptntcal data to
make futune deetstons. Howeuer, I ccm not ouenlook the negattue eeonoml.e
ef f eets of dtsappnoulng the proposal on thts eorrpartA, tts ertployees, and
the eomtm.tntttes dqendent upon resoltrees f,rom Nattonal Forest Sgstem Lands.

FIg determtnatton eonstdered the f,olloutng:

(a) Utah FueL Conrparty's aeeqtantee of Tesponstbtltty to panttctpate,
f,Ltnd, and tnrplement the shtdy, nlttgatlon, and enhaneement.

(b) The knouledge that wtLL be gatned on hout substdenee aff,ects f,Lmt,
stneun mozpholory, and spanntng habttat.

(c) The Length of ttme tn uhteh Utah FueL Conrparty has plawted the
mtntng sequenee under Burnout Creek and the eeonomte tnpact of
not f,olloutng thts sequence.

(d) Eoss of appnox,tmately $4 ,000 ,000 In nogalttes uhteh tnuld
othemttse benef,tt Federal, State, atd. Loeal gouernments.

(e) Shortened mtne Ltfe resttlttng tn cm esttmated 725 work-gears of
Lost enrployntent. Thts tn an area where unenrployment has
conststently appnoaehed fi'ttce the Utah State cn)e?age.

0) Enhaneement of Boulger Creek utLL of f set cmA Loss of tnout
habttat tn Burmout Cneek and eould potentlallg nesult tn
tneneastng the qnount of ertsttng tnout habttat tn Upper
Hunttngton Cangon nesulttng tn qn ouenall net benef,tt.

(g) A aunnent stlpu,Latton ulthtn the approued mtne plcn tequ,tntng
that any waten Lost utLL be rqlaeed tn-klnd, meanttng that the
s(nne qrcntttg and qnlttg of, unter utLL be rettuned to Burnout
Cteek.

(h) The short'tenm natune of, artg Loss of, unten attd restlttng negattue
effeet on f tsh pnoduetton utthtn Burmout Cneek.

C. htblte Conqt on Emttrctnentat Assessrrqrff od.
heopsd Fhdtttg Ol flo Stgntttwtt lryct (PP0ns'I)

Dtnlng the 30 day eonnnent pertod on the EA artd the PFONSI a total of, foun



eomment Lettens utere reeetued. TheA uere from Questar Ptpeltne Conrparry,
Enengg Hest FIIntng Corrpany, Intem,test Fltning Compang, atTd Utah FueL
Company. Eaeh uas atryonttue of the deetston to grqrft appnoual to Utah
FueL Corrpang to Longwall mtne unden and stbstde penermlal reaches of
Burnout Cneek punsuant to Sttpu.Latton No. 72. Enengy West attd Intem'test
tllntng Conrpartt,es erynessed eonee"n ouer that portton of mA PF0NSI ( II .
PREFERRED ALTERNATM) whteh stated: "No othen analyses to aryroue the
tntdentaktng of mtntng openattons that eould nesult In substdenee of
perenntal watens wtLL be eondueted unttl t4formatton fnom the hgdnologtc
stu.dg ean be doaunented and ertnapolated. It fs esttmated that tnf,ornatton
f,ron this stu.dg utLL not be auatlable f,on 2 to 3 years".

There are several potnts that need to be eleanly undenstood about this
pontlon of nA deetston:

ft fs nA tntentton f,or thts f,orest to be pnoacttue eoneentting aLL
mtnlng nequ,ests. Howeuet, I ean not be pnoaettue nor edn I, tn good
eonseenee eonttrute to make deetstons uhteh nely on theonett.cal
asa'tnrpttons urtless uentf,ted bg fteld data. The tnf,onmatlon genenated.
from the hydnologte studg ts needed f,or f,uttrce eonstderatton of othen
stmtlar pnoposals. The need f,on tmpnoued t4formation f,on futtrce
deet.slons Is baste to my approutng thls pnoposal.

FIy deetston ts not tntended to delag or preuent future aettons
eoneenntng pnoposals nelated to deuelopment of entrfes (natns). I
haue added a sentenee to that pontton of mV deetston to clartfg thts
potnt. It neads 6rs follows: "Thts pontton of mA dect.ston Is not
tnelttstue ol deuelopment ntntng of entrtes (natns) . Where substdenee
of, penenntal watens ts ttot tn q,testton, the mtntng nag moue tomtard"

The eonmtents genenated haue asststed tn elantf,ytng mU deetston. I f,eel
thts has been aecompltshed In a wcry whtch nespottds to the eonanents
eryressed and temains utthtn mV baste eharge to manage the sunf,aee
Tesolt?ees of, Fedenal Lands wlthtn the f,orest boundary.

w. trTraATron ilEASIIBES AflD rlonrmRlJc BwarBEtEilTs

I eonsiden aLL the mtttgatton measlt?es and monttortng nequtrements Ltsted
tn Appendtc A, B, and C of the EA cs essenttal to tnplementatton. The
monitontng planned f,or thts pnoJeet ls an trrpontant pant of our ouenall
monttoring ef,f,onts at the Fonest Leuel.

v. $sluw

Conanents neeetued f,nom the pthlte seoptng ptoeess along wlth tssu,es
tdentlf,ted by the Fonest Semttce uete u.sed by the tntendlsetpltnary tean of
?esou?ee speetaltsts to determtne the f,ol,Loutng lsstes nelattue to the
proposed aetton. These tssaes utere u,sed tn the f,omation and. eotnpartson of,
the alternattues.

Iss'ue : Fltntng Eeonomtes



Isstte : Ftsh Hobttat and \laten Qualtty

Issue : I4formatton on &tbsidenee

Issu.e Cown To Aetlon Alt*natloes

Issue: Geologte Hazands

Issttes Besolatd ttzvugh blsttttg ttttgattotts

Isste: Ilater Rtghts

Issue: tllldltf e Resources

Isste: Tnansbastn Dtuenston of, blater

Isstte: Inrpaets to FlaInl,tne No. 47

ALL of the aboue tssues t,denttf ted duntng the pbltc seoptng fon thts
pnoposal a?e addnessed tn the EA. The EA and pnoJeet ftle aae qsatlable
fon reuteut at the Prtee Rangen Dtstntet lfftee Loeated tn Prtee, Utah.

VI. ALTEBNATWES CONSIDEBM

ALTEBnATWE A (nO ACTTOil)

KET POINTS

It Loss of : $e ntllton tn royalttes , W to 2 nILLton tons of eoal, and
725 wonk-geans. ltltne Ltfe uottld be shontened by about one half Aear.

It Ertsttng eondtttons matntatned: no suhstdence, pnoteetton ol
penenntal utatens, no enhancement of Upper Hunttngton Cangon (Boulger
Cneek) .

* Flanagement pnaettces nemal.n unchanged utthout analysls of hydnologA
study data that mag tndteate that Longuall mtntng and suhstdenee of
perenntal waters eould be approued.

ALTEBNATIW B (P?;OPOSED ACTIOil): IfiflffiAII tIfrE (InDm lfrD SUBSIDE
PEBEfrNIAL BEACEES OF BTIBNOW CREEK 1ITE ffiE WT'BOUrcIC
srwr, on-srTE mTrGATron, [Iw oFr-sna EfrEAflcEfrEIIT.

KW POIfrTS

* Longwall, mtntng would oesu?, substdtng the Buz.nout dratnage.

* Up to 2 mtllton tons of eoal uottld be neeouened f,or whteh Utah FueL
uould paA approx,tmately $e ntllton tn noyalttes benefttttng Fedenal,
State at4d Loeal gouernments.



* A hgdnologtc studg of, suhstdenee eff,ects tn the Burnout dratnage would
be eonrpleted. The restlts of thts stu.dy would help gutde f,utune
deetslons negardtng sttbstdtng petenntal utaters.

* The erthaneement proposed by Utah FueL wottld pnoutde a net benef'tt to
Uppen Hunttngton Canyon hgdnologteal md f tsheny Dalues.

ft The llemorartdtan of Understandtng eouentng the eonttngeney plan uould
pnoutde on-stte mtttgatton tn Burnout Canyon ustng Best Flanagement
Pnacttces tn a ttnely and nesponsiue fashion beyond the requ,trements
of, extsttng ntttgatton measltres.

ALTEBEATWE C INNffiAIT EITE UNDEB AITD SWSIDE PEBEfrNIAL BEACEES OF BUBNOAT
cBEEr( YITEOAT TEE EWBOIrcIC STUDr, Ofl-SITE trTrGATrOn, OR
OFY-SITZ EITEAITCETEITT .

KW POINTS

Longuall ntntng would oeett?, substdtng the Burmout dratnage.

Up to 2 nt|Lton tons of eoal would be recouered fon uhteh lltah FueL
uould pay appnortmately $e mtLLIon tn nogaltles benefttttng Fedenal,
State, and Loeal gouemments.

There uould be no enhaneement of ftshery and rtpantan ualues tn Upper
Hunttngton Canyon.

Itanngement Pnaettees uould nematn tmehanged wlthout analysts of
hydnologte data f,nom the studg that eould allow ehanges.

VII. COAPTJANffi NITfl tUE NATIOITAL FONZST EAilACETENT ACT

A. Fonest PLan Conststeneu

ALL ?esouree plans are eonst,stent wtth the Fonest PLan [16 IJ.S.C. 7604
( t) I . The Fonest PLmt gutdes aLL tesoutee mantagement aettutttes [36
CFR 279.7 (b) I . All adtntntstnattue acttons af,f,eettng the Nattonal
Forest tru.st be based on the Fonest PLan [36 CFn 279.70 (e)J.

The EA Llsts Fonest Plan Flanagement Areas, Ltsts pnoposed aettulttes
along utth the Wrpose and need f,on the pnoposal, uht,eh together wtth
the Fonest PLan llanagement Area lfiap demonstrates eonststeney wtth
Forest PLan Land. alloeatton.

I ftnd nU Alternattue B ts eonststent wtth the Fonest Plart.

B. Ftndtng of Conrpltanee utth Current Latts and Regulattons

I haue detenmtned thnottgh the Intendtsctpltnatg Teun ptocesa that the
proJeet Is nesponstue to appltcable, eunrent Larc and regulattons
gatdlng the plartntng and management of Nattonal Forest Sgstem Land.s.

I



I eonstder thts pnoJeet EA cs aryToprtatelg ttened unden the
gatdellnes orr4d dlnectton of the Fonest Plan and Ftnal EIS and cr.s
presentbed under NEPA (40 CFR 7502.20). NEPA proutstons haue been
f,ollowed as nequtned unden 40 CFA 7500.

vnr FNNNG OF NO SIffiIFICANT ITPACT

Based on mV neuteut of the EA, I eonelude the proposed aettuttles wtLL haue
no stgntf tcant tnpaets on the lannan enutnonment. It Is mg deetston that cm
Erustnonmental Inrpaet Statement fs not necessa"A and wtLL not be pnqaned
f,on thts pnoJeet. Thts determtnatton ls based on the f,olloutng faetors
found tn 40 CFR 7508.27:

Based on the EA thene are no tnrpaets, adtsense or beneftclal that uere
detenmined to be stgntf teant.

None of the aettut.ttes assoetated utth thts pnoJeet haue a stgntfteant
ef,f,eet on publtc health on safety.

Based on neuteu of the projeet anea and the stte-spectf,Ie Loeattons of
aettutttes, thene ate no lcnoum ef,f eets to aA unlqtte ehanaetertsttcs
of the area. No pnoJeet acttutttes wtll ocsur utthtn anA trusentonted
noadless a?ea.

Based on the analysts and dtsclosure of ef,f,eets tn the EA there are no
htghly eontrouenstal ef,f,ects on the qtnltty of the laman eruttronment
tdenttf,Ied utth thts pnoJeet.

5. The enutnonmental analgsts dtd not tdenttf,g anA ef,f,eets that are
htghly uneentatn on that tnuolue wttqtte on unbtottn ntsks.

Thts aetton wtLL not establtsh a pnecedent f,or f,ufiine aettons with
stgntfteant effeets ot nqnesent a deetston tn pntnetple about f,utune
eonstderatt ons.

Thene are no stgntf teartt eutm,Lattue ef,f,eets.

Thene are no tnrpaet;s to btom eultutal tesou?ees.

9. Thete are no btottn T?weatened on Ettdangered spectes or thetr habt.tats
that haue been determtned to be erttteal under the Endangered Speetes
Aet 7973 (nef erenee Btologtcal Eualuattons, Appertdtr D of, Buz'nout EA) .

70 . Thts pnoj eet eoryLtes utth aLL Fedenal, State , crrd Local Lans and
nequtrements fon the pnoteetton of, the enutnonment.

ITPLETEflTATIOfi DATE AfrD IPPEAL BIffiTS

This deetston fs suhJeet to appeal under 36 CFR 277. Spectf,te proeedures
f,on f,tltng cm appeal are Loeated tn 36 CFR 277.9. Coptes of the appeal
negulatton ane auatlable at Loeal Fonest Semstee of,f,tees.

7 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

IX.

70



To be eonsfd.ened. a OtO appeal:

7. The appeal m,rct be f tled wt,thtn 45 dags of Wlteatton of thts
nottf teatton of deetslon tn the Sun Aduoeate neDs'pctpet. Thts ttme
pen tods taz r t s t hedaua f , t e rwhL f f i t neL t l ' d . esaLLeaLe t t d ' an
dags.

2. The qryellcnt mu.st f tle h'ro (2) eoples of the Nottee of Appeal tn
aeeondqnee wtth negulattons eontatned tn 36 CFR 277.9 wtth the
Regtonal Fonester, Intenmountal.n Reg|on, Fedenal Building, 324 25th
Street, 0gden, Utah, 84407. The Regtonal Forester ts the Reut.euttng
Offteen.

ft ts the tes'ponstbtlttg of those who appeal a deetston to pnoutde the
Reuteutng 0ff,tcen a$ftetent nannattue eutdenee and angwnent to show whA
the dectsl,on should be chmtged or neuensed. The qryellant mtst tdenttf,y
the speetf te ehange( s) tn the deetston whtch /s betng sought. Fltntmtm
requtrements f,or the unltten nottee of ryeal are tdenttfted tn 36 CFR
277 .g  (b ) .

The Reutaotng 0f,f,teen shall nender hts/hen appeal dectston not mo?e than
700 days f,rom the date the appeal utas f,tled. Thts neutstt pentod maV be
er,tended to allot't f,on eortdu,et of neuttngful negotlattons ( 36 CFR 277 . 72
(a). If the pnoJeet or aettuLtg would be lmplenented. befone qn appeal
deetston eould be tssued, the Reuteuttng 1f,f,teen utLL constden unltten
nequ,ests to stay tnrplenentatton of the deetston, pertdtng completton of the
rettleur. To request a stay of Inrplenentatton, a unttten requ,est must be
f t.Led utth the Reuteutng 0f f,tcer as ptesentbed tn the 36 CFR 27? .70.

The proJeet lntttatton date for thts dectson maA take plaee 30 days aften
puhTteatton tn the Sun Aduoaete.

x. conT,lct PER{;on

For addtttonal tnf,onmatton eonee?ntng ng dectston or the Forest Semstee appeal
proeess, please eontaet Chanles J , Jcrtktantez, Dtstrtet Rmtger, at the Prtee
Rangen Dtstntet 0f,f,tce, 599 llest Pnlee Rtuen Dntue, Prfee, Utah 8450L o? bA
telephone at 807-637-2877.

V\t rrrrzva

FOREST SUPrr.VISOR
NANTI-T^A, SAL NATIONAL FOREST

7L


