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August 18, 1994

Utah Coal Regulatory Program
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah  84180-1203

Re:  Deficiencies in Plan to Construct Portals in Lower O’Connor Coal Seam

Gentlemen:

We have enclosed a copy of our blasting plan for this project. Other than our own facilities,
there are no other dwellings or structures within 1/2 mile of the site. Therefore, no preblast
survey is needed.

We have included the abandoned mine openings on Map 3.2.1-1. We have also included a
certified copy of figure 2.12-B which shows the underground workings of the abandoned
Eccles Canyon Mine. These workings are indicated to the best of our knowledge.

The potential subsidence of SR 264 is covered in our approved plan in an agreement with
UDOT. The proposed portals will be approximately 40 fi. beneath SR 264. The roof will he
roof bolted and additional steel support will be installed beneath SR 264. At the conclusion
of mining operations, the area beneath SR 264 will be backfilled.

Sincerely,

(,L/Z//“ %/7/‘“

/ ) Ken Payne
[ : Vice President/General Manager
' Utah Fuel Company

KP:KZ:dk
Enclosure

DOGMOSIX K.
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of the new highway. A stated management requirement of the Forest
Service resulting from this vehicle count is to "provide new access
connect.ing the Scofield area with Huntington Canyon" (U.S Forest
Service, 1979). '

Farming

Referring to agricultural lands within the lease and permit areas
for the Skyline mine, T.B. Hutchins, State Soil Scientist for Utah,
in a letter addressed to Keith Welch, Environmental Coordinator for
the Permittee, made the following written statement, "Field
evaluation of the area outlined on your map in Eccles Canyon shows
no prime farmland in the area". \

Farming in the lease and permit areas would be impractical due to
the steep terrain (50 - 80 percent slopes).

PREVIOUSLY MINED AREAS

Underground Mined Areas

The abandoned Eccles Canyon coal mine, located in the southwest
quarter of the southwest quarter of section 13 of T13S5 and R6E, is
the only mine located in the proposed mine plan area. The Eccles
Canyon mine, operated intermittently from 1899 to 1952, mined the
Lower O-Connor "A" seam using the room and pillar method. The mine
covered an area of approximately 500 feet south of the portal and
700 feet west of the National Forest boundary, (See Figure 2.12-B)
{Doelling, 1972 and Heath, 1979). Doelling (1972) states, "Little

is known about the Eccles Canyon mine....Production figures are
incomplete but estimated to be small." The Eccles Canyon Mine
portals have been covered and sealed by SR-264 and the Skyline Mine
benches.

No other known minerals of value have been mined within the lease
and permit area. There are two producing and two abandoned gas
wells located in Eccles Canyon. These gas wells are not
2-129
R 8/17/94
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BLASTING PLAN FOR PORTAL CONSTRUCTION
FOR LOWER O/CONNOR "A" COAL SEAM

construction of new portals to the Lower O’Connor "A" ccal seam
will require surface blasting. The conduct of this blasting will
conform to this plan and to applicable regulations. Blasting
will be performed to construct a ditch into which to set a
culvert and for the initial rounds of one or more portals. Each
of the three portals may experience blasting.

All blasting will be conducted within the Skyline Mines surface
facilities disturbed area. Part or all of it will be within 500
feet of the abandoned Eccles Canyon Mine and within 500 feet of
the active Skyline No. 1 or No. 3 mines. Part or all of the
blasting will be within 100 feet of S5tate Road 264.

Drawings of the drill patterns with delay patterns are attached.
Permissible coal mine explosives will be used with permissible
electric detonators. A maximum of 300 pounds of explosives will
be detonated in a single blast.

Drawing 3.2.1-1, Mine surface Facilitlies Plot Plan, shows the
location of structures near the blasting areas.

State Road 264 will have signs erected along it a minimum of 1000
feet from the blasting to warn motorists of blasting activities.
These 3igns will comply with R645-301-521.200. Access within the
blasting area and on SR 264 will be controlled to prevent the
presence of passing motorists and unauthorized persons for a
period of at least 10 minutes prior to detonation and a period
long enough after to determine no unusual hazard exists and
travel can safety be resumed.

Audible warnings of blasting will be given with an airhorn.
These warnings will be audible within one-half mile of the point
of blast. The warning given prior to a blast will be two short
blasts at least 60 seconds prior to detonation. The "all clear"
signal will be four long blasts given after an authorized
representative of the operator has reasonably determined no
unusual hazards exist and that travel to and within the blasting
area can be resumed.

Blasting will be conducted to prevent injury to persons, damage
to private or public property outside the permit area, adverse
effects to the underground mines, and change in the course,
channel, or availability of surface or ground water outside the
permit area. '

No dwellings or other structureg, other than SR 264 and other
than Utah Fuel Company facilities exist within one-half mile of
the blasting areas. Therefore, maximum airblast and ground
vibration standards do not apply. Flyrock will be controlled by
placing blasting blankets of conveyor belting or similar



SUL DOr rdsLY

8016837 7929 UTAH FI'®L CO. Page 5 Joh n15 Aug-25 Thu 08:56 1994

Page 2
Portal Construction Blasting Plan
Lower O’Connor "A" Seam

materials and/or soll against the ground to be blasted.

Blasting will be conducted on a daily basis. It may occur at any
hour, day or night. Due to the remoteness of the location and
the lack of dwellings, the public will be affected only if it is
passing by the mine on the lightly traveled SR 264.

Ron R. Larsen
Certificate No. 024

: /(//:/ LG

Signature

CW:dk
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BALANCED IN PARALLEL AT 44 ohms. BLAST ROUND FOR ARCHED ROOF
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disclosure under applicable law. You are hereby notified that any
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August 18, 1994

Utah Coal Regulatory Program
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Cemer, Suite 350

Salr Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Re:  Deficiencies in Plan to Construct Portals in Lower O'Connor Coal Seam

Gentlemen:

We have enclosed a copy of our blusting plan for this project. Other than our own facilities,
there are no other dwellings or structures within 1/2 mile of the site. Therefore, no preblast
survey is needed.

We have included the abandoned mine openings on Map 3.2.1-1. We have also included a
certified copy of figure 2.12-B which shows the underground workings of the abandoned
Eccles Canyon Mine. These workings are indicated to the best of our knowledge.

The potential subsidence of SR 264 is covered in our approved plan in an agreement with
UDOT. The proposed portals will be approximately 40 ft. beneath SR 264. The roof will be
roof bolied and additional steel support will be installed beneath SR 264. At the conclusion
of mining operations, the arca beneath SR 264 will be backfilled.

Sincerely,

#7*77 Ken Payne
/ Vice President/General Manager
Utah Fuel Company

KP:KZ.dk
Enclosure

DOGMOSI& K
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of the new highway. A stated management requirement of the Forest
Service resulting from this vehicle count is to “"provide new access
connecting the Scofield area with Huntington Canyon" (U.S Forest
Service, 1979).

Farming

Referring to agricultural lands within the lease and permit areas
for the Skyline mine, T.B. Hutchins, State Soil Scientist for Utah,
in a letter addressed to Keith Welch, Environmental Coordinator for
the Permittee, made the following written statement, "Field
evaluation of the area outlined on your map in Eccles Canyon shows
no prime farmland in the area"™.

Farming in the lease and permit areas would be impractical due to
the steep terrain (50 - 80 percent slopes).

PREVIOUSLY MINED AREAS

Underground Mined Areas

The abandoned Eccles Canyon c<oal mine, located in the southwest
quarter of the southwest guarter of section 13 of T13S and R6E, is
the only mine located in the proposed mine plan area. The Eccles
Canyon mine, operated intermittently from 1899 to 1952, mined the
Lower O-Connor "A" seam using the room and pillar method. The mine
covered an area of approximately 500 feet south of the portal and
700 feet west of the National Forest boundary, (Bee Figure 2.12-B)
{Doelling, 1972 and Heath, 1979). Doelling (1972) states, "Little

is known about the Eccles Canyon mine....Production figures are
incomplete but estimated to be small." The Eccles Canyon Mine
portals have been covered and sealed by SR-264 and the Skyline Mine
benches.

No other known minerals of value havé been mined within the lease
and permit area. There are two producing and two abandoned gas
wells located in Eccles Canyon. These gas wells are not
2-129
R 8/17/94
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BLASTING PLAN FOR PORTAL CONSTRUCTION
FOR LOWER O/CONNOR “A'" COAL BEAM

construction of new portals to the Lower O’Connor "A" coal seam
will require surface blasting. The conduct of this blasting will
conform to this plan and to applicable regulations. Blasting
will ba performed to construct a ditch into which to set a
culvert and for the initial rounds of one or more portals. Each
of the three portals may experience blasting.

All blasting will be conducted within the Skyline Mines surface
facilities disturbed area. Part or all of it will be within 500
feet of the abandoned Eccles Canyon Mine and within 500 feet of
the active Skyline No. 1 or No. 3 mines. Part or all of the
blasting will be within 100 feet of State Road 264.

Drawings of the drill patterns with delay patterns are attached.
Permissible coal mine explosives will be used with permissible
electric detonators. A maximum of 300 pounds of explosives will
be detonated in a single blast.

Drawing 3.2.1-1, Mine Surface Facilities Plot Plan, shows the
location of structures near the blasting areas.

State Road 264 will have signs erected along it a minimum of 1000
feet from the blasting to warn motorists of blasting activities.
These signs will comply with R645-301-521.200. Access within the
blasting area and on SR 264 will be controlled to prevent the
presence of passing motorists and unauthorized persons for a
period of at least 10 minutes prior to detonation and a period
long enough after to determine ne unusual hazard exists and
travel can safety be resumed.

Audible warnings of blasting will be given with an airhorn.
These warnings will be audible within one-half mile of the point
of blast. The warning given prior to a blast will be two short
blasts at least 60 seconds prior to detonation. The "all clear”
signal will be four long blasts given after an authorized
representative of the operator has reasonably determined no
unusual hazards exist and that travel to and within the blasting
area can be resumed.

Blasting will be conducted to prevent injury to persons, damage
to private or public property outside the permit area, adverse
effects to the underground mines, and change in the course,
channel, or availability of surface or ground water outside the
permit area.

No dwellings or other structures, other than SR 264 and other
than Utah Fuel Company facilities exist within one-half mile of
the blasting areas. Therefore, maximum airblast and ground
vibration standards do not apply. Flyrock will be controlled by
placing blasting blankets of conveyor belting or similar

Aug-25 Thu 08:55 1994
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Page 2
Portal Construction Blasting Plan
Lower O‘Connor "A" Seam

materials and/or soil against the ground to be blasted.

Blasting will be conducted on a daily basis., It may occur at any
hour, day or night. Due to the remoteness of the location and
the lack of dwellings, the public will be affacted only if it is
passing by the mine on the lightly traveled SR 264.

Ron R. Larsen
Cartificate No. 024

,f/c:ﬂrz /(/’; e e e

Signature

CW:dk
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BALANCED IN PARALLEL AT 44 ohms BLAST ROUND FOR ARCHED ROOF
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FRONT VIEW

1. WG SERIES OF APPROX. 22 HOLES EA. AT 88 ohms.
BALANCED IN PARALLEL AT 44 ohms.

2. THE MAXIMUM NUMBER OF LOADED HOLES WILL NOT
EXCEED 55 PER ROUND.

3. HOLE DEPTH NOT 10 EXCEED EMTRY HEIGHT.

4 PATTERM AND TIMING MAY VARY TO
ST EXISTING CONDITIONS.

5. Mipimum stemming depth is 24 inches.
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Ron R. Larsen
Certificate No. 024

NOTES:
. TWO SERIES OF APPROXIMATELY

28 HOLES EACH AT 112 ohms,
BALANCED IN PARALLEL AT 44 -ohms.

. HOLES DRILLED MAXIMUM 36" 0.C. (BOTH DIRECTIONS)
3. MAXIMUM 60 HOLES PER ROUND.
4. PATTERN AND TIMING MAY VARY TO

SUIT EXISTING CONDITIONS.

. MINIMUM STEMMING DEPTH IS 24 INCHES

OR 1/2 HOLE DEPTH, WHICHEVER IS LESS.

OPEN TRENCH-BLASTING LAYOUT
B Uiah Fuel Cbmpany

A SUBSIDIARY OF THE COASTAL CORPORATION

DR. BY: Todd Freebairn

APP. BY: Corl Winters

DATE: 9-14-94

SCALE:1"=4' DWG. #MI2A004






