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([—\ State of Utah

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

Michael O. Leavits | 1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Govermor § Box 145801
Ted S . :
Executi\?e D::evz:; Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801
(801) 538-5291

James W. Carter (801) 359-3040 (Fax)

Division Director

December 18; 1996

Duane K. Jensen, President
Huntington Cleveland Irrigation Co.
55 North Main

Huntington, Utah 84528

Re:  Protest of Skyline Mine Permit Transfer, ACT/007/005-96-2. Folder #3, Carbon
‘County, Utah

Dear Mr. Jensen:

The Division of Oil, Gas and Mining received your letter protesting the transfer of the
Skyline Mine permit on December 9, 1996. We appreciate your comments and have carefully
considered them in our decision making process for this action. The issues you raised are
timely and are of interest to a number of entities including the Division.

In answer to your comments we offer the following response. \
Comment:

“This protest is based that Skyline Mine is intercepting water in their mining
operation, from the Huntington Creek Drainage and all water intercepted is being discharged
out into the Price River Drainage.”

Response:

The Division is unaware of any appropriated water that is being intercepted by the
mine. While it is true that Skyline Mine encounters water (as do most mines) in their mining
operation it is not clear that this water has come from any appropriated water source. If you
are aware of specific water resources that have been affected by the mine we would be most
interested in investigating those.

Comment:

“Electric Lake lies over 38 acres of lease # U-044076. Any water coming from this
area is more than likely water out of Electric Lake.”
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Response:

Electric Lake does lie over a portion of the permit and lease area for the mine,
however, the permit and mine plan are very specific in protecting this area. No mining will
be conducted beneath Electric Lake. A buffer zone area with consideration to subsidence has
been designated to protect the lake area as well as the Huntington Creek and Boulger Creek
inlets.

We have enclosed a copy of a map and text from the Skyline Mine plan which
outlines this commitment for your information.

Comment:

“Huntington Cleveland Irrigation Company files this protest against any Permit
Transfers until these problems are reconciled.”

Response:

The issues raised are certainly valid comments but are not really relevant to a permit
transfer. Comments of this nature are better handled through a specific citizen complaint
process or during a new permit action or renewal of a permit. Protection of the hydrologic
balance is a requirement of the permit regardless of the permittee and transfer of the permit
will not relieve anyone of this obligation. With this in mind, the Division has decided to
allow the permit transfer to proceed.

If you feel that Huntington Cleveland Irrigation Company is being impacted by the
mine we encourage you to pursue recourse through one of the other avenues. Thank you
again for your participation in the transfer process.

Sincerely,

Lowell P. Braxton
Deputy Director
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