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June 6, 2000

Mr. Gary Taylor, Chief Engineer
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Skyline Mine
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526

Dear Gary :

Subject :

	

Reconnaissance Inspection UT0023540

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

288 North 1460 West
P.O. Box 144870
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4870
(801) 538-6146
(801) 538-6016 Fax
(801) 536-4414 T.D.D .
www.deq .state .ut .us Web

I completed a Reconnaissance Inspection of Skyline Mine on May 12, 2000 . I primarily came to the
mine site to observe the sedimentation pond and discuss the failure of chronic toxicity testing .

Since my on-site visit I have had the chance to speak with Chris Hansen and observe the results of
the second chronic toxicity test which failed . After my discussion with Chris we both felt that solids
picked up in the sedimentation pond are a potential problem . A third chronic toxicity test will be
allowed which should confirm this theory . If the solids do not appear to be the problem, then the
State would request that Skyline begin a toxicity reduction evaluation (TRE) by beginning a toxicity
identification evaluation (TIE) . There is potential for the toxicity to disappear . If this occurs please
send us a letter indicating the toxicity disappeared, why you feel it did and that you will go back to
routine biomonitoring . If we do not agree with your conclusions we will notify you by telephone
followed by mail .

Another issue is the cleaning of the sedimentation pond . It is our understanding that Skyline is
planning on doing this in the summer as soon as can be done . We agree and support your actions .
If for some reason this will not be done please let us know .

We encourage you to move your mine water discharge out of your sedimentation pond as soon as
you can. With the exception of failure of chronic toxicity which you are presently working on,'no
other permit problems were noted during the inspection .

If you have any questions regarding this letter or report please contact me at (801) 538-6058 .
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Michael D . Herkimer, Environmental Scientist
Permits & Compliance Section

MDH:cc

Enclosure

cc :

	

Donna Inman, U .S . EPA Region VIII (W/encl)
Mike Suflita, DOGM (W/encl)
David Ariotti, District Engineer (W/encl)
Claron Bjork, Southeastern Utah District Health Dept. (W/encl)

P :\WQ\PERM ITS\MHERKIM E\W P\TAYLOR . LTR

0



EPA Form 3560-3 (Rev . 3-85) Previous editions are obsolete MHERKIME\WP\SKYLINE.3560

-

	

-

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D . C . 20460

Form Approved
OMB No. 2040-0003
Approval Expires 7-31-85

Section A : National Data System Coding

Transaction Code

	

NPDES

	

Yr/Mo/Day

	

Inspection Type

	

Inspector

	

Fac Type
1IN1

	

2151

	

31UIT101012131514101 I

	

11

	

12 1010101511121

	

17

	

181RI

	

19ISI

	

20121

Remarks

21111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111I

	

66

67

Reserved

	

Facility Evaluation Rating BI

	

QA

71 1 D 1

	

72 I N I

	

73

	 Reserved	

1

	

1

	

1

	

1 69

	

70 1

	

1 1

	

1

	

1

	

74 75 1

	

1

	

1

	

1

	

1

	

1

	

1

	

80

Section B : Facility Data

Name and Location of Facility Inspected
CANYON FUEL COMPANY, SKYLINE MINE
HC 35 BOX 380
HELPER, UTAH 84526

Entry Time

2 :45 P.M.
Permit Effective Date
10/1/99

Exit Time/Date

4 :20 P .M .

Permit Expiration Date

9/30/04

Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s)
GARY TAYLOR

Title(s)

CHIEF ENGINEER

Phone No(s)

(435) 448-2620

Name, Address of Responsible Official

DAN MEADORS

Title

MINE MANAGER

Phone No .

(435) 448-2619
Contacted
NO

Section C : Areas Evaluated During Inspection
(S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated)

Permit

Records/Reports

Facility Site Review

Flow Measurement

Laboratory

Effluent/Receiving Water

Pretreatment

Compliance Schedules

Self-Monitoring Program

Operations & Maintenance

Sludge Disposal

Other:

Section D : Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets if necessary)

SEVERAL ISSUES WERE DISCUSSED . THE COMPANY FAILED TWO CHRONIC BIOMONITORING TESTS CONSECUTIVELY. THE COMPANY HAS REQUESTED AND
BEEN GIVEN A CHANCE FOR A THIRD WET TEST . APPEARS TO BE SOLIDS ADDED AS A RESULT OF GOING THROUGH THE SEDIMENTATION POND . THE
THIRD TEST SHOULD CONFIRM THIS OR SKYLINE WILL START A TIE WHICH IS THE FIRST PART OF A TRE. NO VIOLATION OF PERMIT REQUIREMENTS WERE
NOTED ON-SITE .

Name(s) and Sig ture(s) of Inspecto s)
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Agency/Office/Telephone
DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

Date
~~

Signature of Reviewer

GAYLE J. SMITH

Agency/Office

DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

Date

Regulatory Office Use Only

Action Taken Date Compliance Status
Noncompliance
Compliance


