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5 October, 2000

Mr. Mike Suflita
Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
1594 W. North Temple
PO Box 145801
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801

RE: DWR approval of 29 acre boundary change and request for additional monitoring of James Canyon Creek by
Canyon Fuel-Skyline Mine

Dear Mr. Suflita,

On August 23rd 2000 the Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) met with representatives from
the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM) and Canyon Fuel to discuss DWR concerns about
the undermining of James Canyon Creek brought up in a letter dated 10 August 2000 . Those in
attendance included Louis Berg, Derris Jones, and Chris Colt from DWR, Mike Suflita, Daron
Haddock, and Paul Baker from DOGM, and Chris Hansen, Mark Bunnell, and Doug Johnson
from Canyon Fuel .

Our main concerns were that the data which we had access to were collected too sporadically to
give us any information on flows in James Canyon Creek, that there were not enough pre and
post mining data on Burnout Creek, and pre-mining data on James Canyon Creek, and that
subsidence is not complete on Burnout Creek and therefore too early to know final effects of
subsidence on the drainage .

In order to best monitor the effects of mining and subsidence on flows as well as the aquatic
ecosystem, it was determined that Skyline Mine would conduct the following :
•

	

Continue to monitor flows in Burnout and James Canyon Creeks using the existing
flumes, as well as, installing an additional flume at the mouth of James Canyon Creek .

•

	

Conduct aquatic monitoring during 2000, and again during 2001, then every three years
there after (2004, 2007 . . .) until mining and the majority of the subsidence has ceased.
Fish populations should be monitored during the fall . This monitoring should consist of a
3 pass depletion population estimate in the lower end of the stream in a 528 ft reach .
Macroinvertebrate samples should consist of at least three samples taken from a primary
riffle near the top of the 528 ft reach of the fish survey . These samples should be taken
both spring and fall . Data collected from these samples should include at a minimum: (1)
density of all taxa combined (no ./m2), (2) density of each taxa (no ./m2), standing crop
(biomass) of all taxa (g ./m 2), and (5) biotic condition index .
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With the above monitoring in place, and a commitment by Skyline Mine to appropriately address
and mitigate effects on flows and fish populations, it is our opinion that the 27 .9 acre boundary
change (Connelville Development Tract ACT/007/005-IBOOC) can be permitted immediately,
and that Skyline Mine can proceed with the permitting process for the undermining of the James
Canyon Creek area .

On September 7', 2000 we toured Burnout and James Canyon Creeks . We looked at the effects
of subsidence in the area and the determined the placement of the additional flume in James
Canyon Creek. We greatly appreciate Skyline Mine's willingness to work with the DWR, and
their commitment to protect wildlife resources . Please contact Chris Colt (Habitat Biologist) at
435-636-0279 for questions related to these comments .

Sincerely,

Miles Moretti
Regional Supervisor

c:Chris Hanson - Skyline Mine
Louis Berg - Aquatic Manager DWR
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