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ited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collecfion of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the function of the Agencies,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) the accuracy of
the Agencies’ estimjte of the burden of
the proposed collegion of information,

including the validjy of methodology
and assumptions uged; (c) ways to
enhance the quality§ utility, and clarity
of the information t§ be collected; and

{d) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of informftion on those who
are to respond, inclfiding through the
use of appropriate ahtomated,
electronic, mechani

SUMMARY: The Forest Service and
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) will

jointly prepare an Environmental

Impact Statement (EIS) to document the
analysis and disclose the environmental

and human effects of proposed actions

to offer the Flat Canyon Coal Lease Tract

(UTU-77114) for competitive leasing in
accordance with 43 CFR 3425. The -
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation
and Enforcement will participate as a
cooperating agency.

The coal lease tract to be considered
for leasing, as delineated by the
Interagency Tract Delineation Team,
encompasses 2,692.16 areas of Federal
coal lands on the Manti-La Sal National
Forest as follows:

Utah Coal region Data Adequate
Standards.
Agency Decisions

In accordance with the Mineral
Leasing Act of 1920, as amended, the
BLM Utah State Director must decide
whether or not to offer the tract for
competitive leasing and under what
terms, conditions,and stipulations.

In accordance with the Coal Leasin
Amendments Act of 1975 that amend
the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, the
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal
National Forest must decide whether
not to consent to leasing by BLM and
under what conditions for the
protection of non-mineral resources.
Forest Service conditions would be

T.13S,,R. 6 E., SLM
Section 21, lots 14, E12EY;,
Section 28, lots 1-8, S¥2NWV4,SWi4;
Section 33, EV2, EV2Wl., NWVaNWY4,

SW.SWis,

T.14S.,R. 6 E,, SLM )
Section 4, lots 14, S¥2N2,S%;
Section 5, lots 1—4, S¥2N2,5%%.

Additions and/or deletions to the
delineated tract may be considered as
alternatives to the proposed action, to be
developed and analyzed based on issues
and management needs.

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC (Canyon
Fuel) submitted .an application for
leasing of the Tract to the Bureau of
Land Management on March 18, 1998.
The purpose of the application is to
obtain the right to mine the remaining
Federal coal reserves to the west of the
permit area for Canyon Fuel’s Skyline
Mine. If Canyon Fuel is successful in
obtaining the tract, they intend to
extend the existing underground
workings of the Skyline Mine to the
west into the Flat Canyon Tract to
extend the mine life an estimated 7-9
years at the current production rate.

Pursuant to Canyon Fuel’s
application, the Bureau of Land
Management, with participation from
the Forest Service and State of Utah,
completed a tract delineation report that
set the boundaries of the tract to be
evaluated for leasing (Uinta-
Southwestern Utah Coal Region, Bureau
of Land Management, Tract Delineation
Report, Lease by Application UTU-~
77114, Canyon Fuel, 1999).

The Forest Service determined that
the proposed lands are available for

included into the lease document as
stipulations.

DATES: Written comments concerning
the scope of the analysis described ir
this notice should be received on or
before April 18, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Send written comments °
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal
National Forest, 599 West Price Rive:
Drive, Price, Utah 84501.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions concerning the proposed
action and EIS should be addressed t
carter Reed or Aaron Howe, Manti-L.
Sal National Forest, phone (435} 637
2817.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The EI!
and Record of Decision (ROD) will ti.
to the final EIS and ROD for the Man
La Sal National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan). The Forest Plan provides the
overall guidance (Goals, Objectives,
Standards, and Management Area
Direction) to achieve the Desired Fut
Condition for the area being analyze:
and contains specific management a
prescriptions for the entire Forest.

Issues and alternatives to be evalu
in the analysis will be determined
through scoping. The primary issues
expected to include the socioeconon
benefits of leasing and mining, the
potential impacts of underground
mining and mining-induced subside
to surface and ground water, vegetat
wildlife, cultural resources, range
improvements, recreation, and other
land uses.

The Forest Service and BLM are

technological colle
other forms of inforgnation technology.

Management Divisi§n, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Rura] Development, Stop
0742, 1400 Indepenfence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20350-0742. All
responses to this nofice will be
summarized and inguded in the request
for OMB approval. A1l comments will
also become a mattegof public record.
Dated: March 1, 200§
James C. Kearney, &
Administrator, Rural Husing Service.
Dated: March 8, 20008
Dayton J. Watkins,
Administrator, Rural BE
Service. 3
Dated: March 2, 20008
Christopher A. McLean
Acting Administrator, Bural Utilities Service.
Dated: March 8, 200§
Keith Kelly, )
Administrator, Farm Sefice Agency.
{FR Doc. 00-6604 Filed 3—16~00; 8:45 am]
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Fdo Rerfoorsoos \

who may be interested in, or affectec
the proposed action. The agencies ir
written comments and suggestions ¢
the issues related to the proposed ac
and the area being analyzed.

Information received will be used to




