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Pam Grubaugh-Littig
Permit Supervisor
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 841 14-5801

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Skyline Mines
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
(435) 448-6463 Fax: (435) 448-2632

RE : UP&L Tract, Emery County, Utah, ermit ACT/007/005 .

Dear Pam :

Please find enclosed with this letter seven copies of a permit modification
application to the Skyline Mines Mining and Reclamation Plan . Four copies of pages
with the modified text denoted with 'redline/strikethrough" marks are included . This
application consists of modifications to the existing M&RP made as a result of the
November 1 Division's Technical Analysis of CFC's initial submittal to include the
UP&L Tract. The UP&L lease (or tract) is located to south of and adjacent to the
current mine permit area . The surface lands are privately owned . The total area of
the tract is approximately 430 acres . No surface disturbance is planned for the
UP&L tract at this time .

It is important to note mining will be conducted in close proximity to Electric Lake .
However, a buffer zone has been established to preclude subsiding the lake . Full
extraction mining is plan to occur beneath portions of James Canyon . However, no
adverse effects to James Canyon Creek are anticipated based on our past
successes in undermining Burnout Canyon Creek without adversely affecting the
stream . The current mine plan includes mining only the Lower O'Conner "B" seam
in the UP&L tract .

Modified pages of text that include confidential information are together in an
envelop stamped with "CONFIDENTIAL" .

Also attached to this letter is a list of deficiencies the Division's noted during the
review of our first UP&L tract submittal . Enough copies have been attached to be
included with each of the seven copies .
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Skyline Mines
February 22, 2001

CFC plans to begin development mining within the UP&L tract (outside of the
Connelville Development Tract) in the middle of April 2001 and longwall mining
early the third quarter of 2001 . We appreciate your patience and help in considering
this submittal . If you have any questions, please call me at (435) 448-2669 .

Sincerely,

Chris D. Hansen
Environmental Coordinator
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC

enclosures
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UP&L Tract
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Form DOOM-Cl (Last Revised February 20 2001

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT PROCESSING
Permit Change X	 New Permit 0 Renewal 0 Transfer 0 Exploration 0 Bond Release

Title of Proposal : U.P. & L. Tract, Second Submittal, Response to November 1, 2000

Division TA .

0 Permit Number : ACT/007/005

Mine : Skyline Mines

Permittee : CANYON FUEL CO., LLC

Description, include reason for application and timing required to implement : Application to add coal leased from UP&L to the Skyline Mines permit area .

Development mining is anticipated to begin in mid-April 2001, Longwall mining will begin in the third quarter of 2001

Instructions : If you answer yes to any of the first 8 questions (grgr), suhnut the application to the Salt Lake Office. Otherwise, you may submit it to your reclamation specialist.
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9 . Is the application submitted as a result of a Violation'? NOV #

10. Is the application submitted as a result of other laws or regulations or policies'? Explain :

11 . Does the application affect the surface landowner or change the post mining land use'?

12. Does the application require or include underground design or mine sequence and timing'? (Modification of R2P2'?)

13. Does the application require or include collection and reporting of any baseline information'?

14. Could the application have any effect on wildlife or vegetation outside the current disturbed area'?

15. Does application require or include soil removal, storage or placement?

16. Does the application require or include vegetation monitoring, removal or revegetation activities'?

17. Does the application require or include construction, modification, or removal of surface facilities?

18. Does the application require or include water monitoring, sediment or drainage control measures?

19. Does the application require or include certified designs, maps, or calculations'?

20. Does the application require or include subsidence control or monitoring?

21 . Have reclamation costs for bonding been provided for?

22. Does application involve a perennial stream, a stream buffer zone or discharges to a stream'?

23. Does the application affect permits issued by other agencies or permits issued to other entities?

0 Attach 7 complete copies of the application .

I hereby certify that I am a responsible official of the applicant and that the information contained in this application is
true and correct to the best of my information a belief in all respects with the laws of Utah in reference to commitments,
undertakings, and obligations, herein . (R6
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Sig

	

Name - Position - Date

Subscribed and .v-in o before me this

	

day nr	

Nouny Public „,/
My Commission Expires:
Attest

	

STATE OF
COUNTY OF

1.G-Af -ao-mar

SUSAN SCH

Scofield Rt. Eccles

HC 35 Box 38

Helper. Utah 84

My Comm . Exp. March
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IR,CClved by Oil . Gas be Miffing

ASSIGNED TRACKING NUMBER
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Form DOGM - C Last Revised 6/93

Application for Permit Processing
Detailed Schedule of Changes to the MRP

Title of Application : U.P. & L. Tract Second

Response to November 1, 2000 Division

Submittal, Permit Number : ACT/007/005

TA. Mine : Skyline Mines

Permittee : CANYON FUEL CO ., LLC

Provide a detailed listing of all changes to the mining and reclamation plan which will be required as a result of this proposed
permit application . Individually list all maps and drawings which are to be added, replaced, or removed from the plan . Include
changes of the table of contents, section of the plan, pages, or other information as needed to specifically locate, identify and revise the
existing mining and reclamation plan . Include page, section and drawing numbers as part of the description .

DESCRIPTION OF MAP, TEXT, OR MATERIALS TO BE CHANGED

E-1 ADD X REPLACE El REMOVE Replace pages -1-19 through 1-24 and 1-35 . Also page one of TOC following page 1 .1-2a

o ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace page 2-71

x ADD o REPLACE o REMOVE Add page 2-71 (a)

o ADD x REPLACE o REMOVE Replace pages 2-104(a) through 2-104(g) (Table 2 .9-4)

El ADD X REPLACE El REMOVE Pages 4-91 through 4-95a and 4-97 through 4-101

El ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Table 2 .3 .7-1 (page 2-36)

El ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Table 2 .3 .7-2 (page 2-37)

El ADD x REPLACE o REMOVE Replace Table 2 .3 .7-3 (page 2-38)

El ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Table 2 .3 .7-5 ( as new page 2-39(aa) Replace to correct pagination)

o ADD X REPLACE o REMOVE Replace Drawing 1 .6-1 Land Ownership map

x ADD o REPLACE El REMOVE Add Drawing 1 .6-2 Coal Ownership map

x ADD o REPLACE o REMOVE Add Drawing 1 .6-3 Permit area map

o ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .2.1-1 Surface Geology

El ADD X REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .2.7-3 Lower O'Conner `B' Seam Isopach map

o ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .2 .7-4 Overburden Isopach Lower O'Conner `B' Seam

El ADD X REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .3 .4-2 Potentiometric Surface Map

El ADD X REPLACE o REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .3 .5 .1-1 Surface Water Rights on and Adjacent to Skyline Mines

L1 ADD x REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .3 .5 .2-1 Ground Water Rights on and Adjacent to Skyline Mines

o ADD x REPLACE o REMOVE Replace Drawing 2 .3 .6-1 Hydrologic Monitoring Stations

x ADD El REPLACE El REMOVE Add Drawing 2 .7.1-1b Soils Types - UP&L Tract

El ADD X REPLACE El REMOVE Replace Drawing 3 .1 .8-3 Mine 3 Level 2 Mine Plan

El ADD x REPLACE o REMOVE Replace Drawing 4 .17.5-1 Subsidence Monitoring Points

El ADD D REPLACE El REMOVE

Any other specific or special instructions required for insertion of this proposal into the Mining and Reclamation Plan'?

1
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RESPONSE TO DEFICIENCIES

The deficiencies are paraphrased below and accompanied by a brief description of the
response by CFC

R645-301-621, -625, update the geologic map for the entire permit area and provide a
permit area map .

A new map, Drawing 1 .6-3, as been added to the permit. This new plate illustrates
the permit area for the Skyline Mine . Also, Drawing 2.2. 1-1 has been updated to
illustrate the geology of the mine area, including the UP&L tract .

,R645-301-11 2 .500 and 112 .600, update the list of land owners within and contiguous to
the permit area .

Drawings 1 .6-1 has been updated and a new drawing, 1 .6-2, has been added to list
all property and coal ownership within the mining permit area . The text in Chapter 1
has also been modified to reflect changes in ownership .

R645-301-114, plans initially submitted included plans to undermine James Canyon inlet to
Electric Lake, which is not allowed under the agreement with PacificCorp .

For numerous reasons, the mine plans have changed and mining under any portion
of Electric Lake is not being considered nor requested . The new mine plan is
included as Drawing 3 .1 .8-3. The current mine plan for the foreseeable future
includes mining only in the Lower O'Conner B seam .

R645-301-121 .200, 622 .200, contour indexes were erroneously left on several maps .

The appropriate maps have been corrected and the contour indexes have been
removed .

R645-301-322, the applicant must update Table 2 .9-4, Threatened and Endangered
Species .

This table has been updated and is included on pages 2-104(a) through 2-104(g) .

R645-301-322, the application must include a plan to monitor the fish and
macroinvertabrate populations in James Creek .

A plan has been developed and initiated for monitoring the macroinvertabrates and
fish populations in James Creek . The plan can be found in Section 2 .8. 1, page 2-
71 .

R645-301-330, the application must include a commitment to mitigate negative effects on
the fish and macroinvertabrate populations in James Creek .

The plan now includes this commitment and this can be found in Section 2 .8. 1 ,
page 2-71 .
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R645-301-521 .120 the application must show the location of the new gas pipeline .

The appropriate drawings have been modified to demonstrate the location of the
new gas pipeline (returned to the original right-of-way) and the location of the
abandoned, or "old" gas pipeline .

R645-301-521 .131, application needs to show surface and subsurface ownership and have
the information agree with the permit text .

The ownership maps have been updated and the text changed to agree with the
maps.

,R645-301-521 .141, the permittee must change the maps to show all mining occurring
within the mine permit boundaries .

The permit area maps have been modified to include all areas of mining . This
problem was initially created by not knowing the exact location of the Connelville
Fault, the southeastern boundary of the permit area .

R645-301-121 .120 and -521 .141, the permittee must give the Division a permit area map .

A new drawing, 1 .6-3, has been added to the M&RP to illustrate the permit area .
The new drawing illustrates the permit area boundary, the disturbed area boundary,
and the acreages within each boundary .

R645-301-525 .1 10 The permittee must give the Division a copy of a map at a scale of
1 :12,000 or larger that shows the location and type of structures and renewable resource
lands that subsidence may materially damage of for which the value or reasonably
foreseeable use may be diminished by subsidence, and showing the location and type of
State-appropriated water that could be contaminated, diminished, or interrupted by
subsidence .

Drawings 2.3.5-1 and 2.3.5-2 have been redrawn at a scale of 1 : 12,000. These
plates illustrate the only resource in the UP&L tract that could be materially
damaged by mine subsidence. No surface structures are located with the UP&L
tract, including power lines .

R645-301-525 .410 and -521 .141, the permittee must include a map that illustrates
sequence and timing of mining within the permit area .

Drawing 3.1 .8-3 illustrates the timing and sequence of development and longwall
mining in the UP&L tract as well as the remainder of the current permit area . The
map also includes mining plans for the Flat Canyon Tract . CFC realizes the tract is
outside of the current permit area and mining will not occur in this tract until the
appropriate permits are acquired. The current mine plan is subject to continual
change as new faults and difficult roof and floor conditions are encountered as
mining proceeds .
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R645-301-525 .420 and -521 .142, the permittee must show areas scheduled to be
subsided and not include James Canyon inlet to Electric Lake or the high water level of the

	

lake . Also show why full extraction mining would occur under the gas pipeline .

As indicated in the previous response, the mine plan has changed significantly due
to difficult mining conditions including faults and poor roof conditions. Currently,
there are no plans to undermine any part of Electric Lake or the inlet of James Creek
to the lake. Also, the gas pipeline in Burnout Canyon was abandoned by Questar in
October of 2000 after new pipeline was laid in the existing right-of-way at and near
the crest of Trough Springs Ridge . Drawing 3 .1 .8-3 illustrates the location of the
"old" or abandoned line . None of the new pipeline is within areas to be subsided in
the future by Skyline Mines .

R645-301-525 .440, the permittee must provide a map that shows the location of the new
subsidence monitoring points .

Drawing 4.17.5-1 illustrates the location of the new subsidence monitoring points
that includes the UP&L tract. Skyline monitors subsidence at the mine using aerial
surveys. The survey points are typically determined by the survey company prior to
flying .

R645-301-525 .541 and -525 .542, the permittee must use a 30° angle-of-draw when
determining the subsidence boundaries or show why a lesser angle should be used . The
permittee must reference any studies used to support a lesser angle . If those studies are
not readily available then the permittee must supply the Division with a copy .

The permit already includes a discussion regarding the use of a 22 'angle-of-draw .
This discussion can be found in Section 4.17.3 of the current permit. The use of
this angle of draw is supported by information included in the 1988 Annual Report
for Skyline Mines. Since the geologic formations within the UP&L tract are the
same as within the existing permit, subsidence within the tract should occur in the
same manner as within the existing permit area . No further angle-of-draw
information is included with this submittal .

R645-301-542 .320, the permittee must provide a map showing the locations of gas
pipelines in the permit area .

See response to R645-301-521 .120 above. Drawings 1 .6-3 and 3.1 .8-3 both
illustrate the location of the existing pipeline and the "old" pipeline which was
abandoned in October 2000 by Questar.

R645-301-624 .210, logs for boreholes 98-2-1, 98-3-1 c, and 98-3-2c are not in the
submittal . There is no information on depth or groundwater occurrence in these bore holes .

Copies of the drill hole logs for 98-2-1 were included in the original submittal in a file
marked "Confidential". Copies of boreholes 98-3-1 c and 98-3-2c are included with this
submittal, again in a separate folder marked "Confidential" .
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R645-301-724, applicant must monitor flows in James Creek near electric lake at least
monthly on the same dates when accessible and data submitted to the Division on a
regular basis .

Beginning in the spring/summer of 2001, flumes 9 and 10 will be monitored on a
monthly basis when accessible and the data submitted to the Division with the
quarterly reports. At flume 9 field parameters, including f/ow, will be obtained
monthly when accessible. At flume 10, flow will be obtained monthly and field and
water quality parameters will be obtained on a quarterly basis when accessible . The
permit has been modified in Tables 2.3.7-1 and 2.3.7-2 to include this commitment .
Previous flow data was submitted to the Division with the permit modification to
include the Connelville Development tract . This data will also be included with the
first quarterly report in 2001 .

R645-301-730, 1) A commitment to submit all data, past and future, from flume 9 at the

1) The M&RP has been modified to include both flumes 9 and 10 in the water
monitoring program beginning in 2001 . Continuous recorders will be installed in the
two flumes to alleviate the problem of measuring the flumes on the same day each
month of each year. 2) See above. Also, the M&RP has been modified to include
the two flumes, 9 and 10, as part of the quarterly water monitoring program . Three
additional water monitoring sites on Boulger, Swen's and Little Swen's Creek have
been added to the water monitoring program. 3) Because CFC has encountered
difficult mining conditions (faults, water inflows, bad roof, etc .) while mining within
the lower O'Conner B seam, the mine has no plans at this time to mine additional
seams above or below the lower O'Conner B seam within the existing permit area
nor the UP&L tract . 4) References to the Denver & Rio Grande were removed from
the text on page 1-20 .

fo/iSlr kI A

Forest Service boundary to the Division, as part of the water monitoring program . 2)
Include Flume 10 at the mouth of James Canyon in the water monitoring program . 3)
Include in the mine plan the multiple seams to be mined in the James Creek area .
Update references to the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad .

4)
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