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August 20, 2001

Ms . Elaine Zieroth
Forest Supervisor
Manti-La Sal National Forest
599 West Price River Drive
Price, Utah 84501

RE :

	

Emergency Drilling Application for Mine Dewatering Wells in James Canyon,
Emery County, Utah

Dear Ms . Zieroth :

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC ., Skyline Mine is submitting this application to drill and
complete two or three mine dewatering wells in James Canyon, a tributary to
Electric Lake . The location of the proposed well(s) will be in the SW %,SW %f
Section 35, T1 3S, R 6E . The well(s) will be located within the disturbed area of an
abandoned county road and above the 10 Left mine workings (see attached map) .
The purpose of the well(s) is to intercept the inflow of ground water that is currently
flooding sections of the active mine workings . This application is being made for
the protection of the mine personnel and the mining operation . The mine is
presently not producing coal and all manpower is being used to install and maintain
water pumping systems .

On the morning of August 16, 2001, ground water inflows of approximately 4,300
to 4,700 gpm were encountered while developing the entries for the planned 10
Left longwall panel . A cross cut had just been mined, bolted, and equipment moved
to another location when the flow erupted into the mine . Within minutes, this and
other crosscuts and entries became inaccessible due to the rapid flooding taking
place. Men and equipment were removed from the area and all available pumps and
piping were brought into the section . However, the inflow was greater than the
mine's capacity to pump and remove the water to the surface and additional
sections began to flood . Within hours, the longwall operation in 9 Left (see
attached map) ceased and the miners were evacuated from the area . No longwall
production has occurred at Skyline Mine since early in the morning of Friday, August
17, 2001 .

Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Skyline Mines
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
(435) 448-6463 Fax: (435) 448-2632

Skyline Mine personnel were fortunate not to be working at the face at the time of
the heavy inflows . In the past 18 months, Skyline Mine has encountered several
ground water inflows of 1,200 gpm or less while mining adjacent to or through
small faults. In those instances, the mine has been able to control the flooding and



discharge the water to Eccles Creek . However, as more ground water has been
encountered, the mine water discharge system has been strained to its limit . The
mine is installing additional pumps and piping underground in an attempt to handle
the most recent inflows, but there is a limit to amount of pipe that can be
constructed in the mine and, also, the carrying capacity of Eccles Creek . It is
anticipated additional inflows of ground water will be encountered, if we are
successful in saving the mine, as mining progresses to the west and south .

Sudden inflows of ground water to the mine present several safety concerns for
mine personnel . The most obvious, and fortunately most recently barely avoided, is
the rapid flooding of the active workings of the mine resulting in the trapping of
mine personnel . The possibility of electrical power losses to mining equipment and
the danger of the electrocution of the equipment operator increases when sudden
inflows occur. Finally, heavy sudden inflows are frequently associated with
bounces at the face that can propel large coal blocks toward the mine personnel .

Initially, the first hole covered by this request will be utilized to dewater the 10 Left
section and allow us to get back into the area . Then, Skyline Mine would like to
minimize the danger to its mining personnel and allow mining to continue by
intercepting much of the ground water before it enters the mine . Therefore, two of
the well(s) proposed for James Canyon will be drilled to a depth some distance
below but in close proximity to the active workings of the 10 Left longwall panel .
The well(s) will be completed in or close to the fault producing the water . A
production rate of at least 4,000 gpm will be maintained in an effort to stem the
flow of water into 10 Left . If possible, greater flow rates will be sustained in an
attempt to partially dewater the fault . This should lower the potential for sudden
inflows of ground water and the bounces in the active mining faces near the fault
that parallels the 10 Left workings thus decreasing the potential for injuring mine
personnel .

We appreciate your immediate response to this request for the installation of the
mine dewatering wells in James Canyon . If you have any questions regarding this
application, please call either Mark Bunnell at (435) 448-2633 or Chris Hansen at
(435) 448-2669 .

Sincerely

enclosures

Dan Meadors
Mine Manager, Skyline Mine
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
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