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SUMMARY:

An amendment to bury the water pipeline was received by the Division on September 24,
2001 . The pipe will be buried along a county road that was abandoned in 1975 . The pipeline
will be used to transport water that is pumped from an underground fault to Electric Lake . The
pumping and pipeline is needed to prevent flooding of the current underground workings and is
expected to be used by the mine until mining of the area is completed in 2002 .

The wells and road access for drilling the wells are permitted under an exploration permit
by the BLM. This memo reviews the burial of the water pipeline . This memo is intended to
supplement the Findings and Analysis in the Division's Technical Analysis for the UP&L tract
permit area extension (IBC / UP&L Tract Amendment -IB00B approved April 24, 2001) and the
general content review (i.e . right of entry) for the temporary pipeline approval (AMO1G
approved August 24, 2001) .
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TECHNICAL ANAYLSIS :

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference : Pub. L 95-87 Sections 507(b), 508(a), and 516(b) ; 30 CFR 783 ., et . al .

VEGETATION RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference : 30 CFR 783 .19; R645-301-320 .

Analysis:

The vegetative communities within the U . P. & L. Tract of the permit area are :

•

	

sagebrush/grass
•

	

riparian
•

	

conifer-timber
•

	

aspen .

The pipeline will be buried along on old reclaimed road . The vegetation along this old
abandoned road consists of grasses, rabbitbrush, and sagebrush (page 2-63b) . The description
provided is not adequate to predict the potential for reestablishing vegetation and productivity .
The Division's Vegetation Information Guidelines describe when and how to conduct studies of
vegetation that will be disturbed. The application states that a vegetation survey was conducted
in September 2000 however, no information has been provided .

Findings :

Information provided in the proposed amendment is not considered adequate to meet the
requirement of this section . The permittee must provide the following in accordance with :

R645-301-321 .100, the plan must describe the area to be disturbed by the pipeline burial
activities. The description will include information adequate to predict the potential for
reestablishing vegetation and productivity.
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FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference : 30 CFR 784.21 ; R645-301-322.

Analysis :

The pipeline will be buried upslope from James Creek. No fish resource information
could be found in the permit for James Creek. General or specific information concerning fish
and macroinvertebrates species and numbers are not reported . The permittee has committed to
sampling fish and macroinvertebrates in James Creek (page 2-71 and page 2-72) . Sampling
reportedly began in October 2000 . The permit describes the sampling program as follows :

•

	

Multi-pass electrofishing to estimate fish populations will be conducted in
October for two consecutive years and then every three years thereafter. The fish
surveys will be done in the fall .

•

	

A macroinvertebrate study of James Creeks will be conducted twice a year for
two consecutive years and every three years thereafter . The surveys will be done
in the spring and fall .

Findings :

Information provided in the proposed amendment is not considered adequate to meet the
requirement of this section . The permittee must provide the following in accordance with :

R645-301-322, the plan must describe the fish and wildlife resources for James Creek area. The
description will be adequate to design the protection and enhancement plant required
under R645-301-333 .

OPERATION PLAN

FISH AND WILDLIFE INFORMATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec . 784.21, 817 .97; R645-301-322, -301-333, -301-342, -301-358 .

Analysis :

Protection and Enhancement Plan

The recommended seasonal buffer for the goshawk and red-tailed hawk is March 1 to
August 15 . No protection or enhancement plan has been provided for operational activities
required to maintain the pipeline .

No protection from sediment entering James Creek is discussed in this application . The
Division is especially concerned about sediment during the construction phase of the work . All



potential impacts to fish and wildlife must be addressed and how these impacts will be
minimized must be described. Once all fish and wildlife resource information is presented any
additional protection and enhance measures will be reviewed .

Findings :

Information provided in the proposed amendment is not considered adequate to meet the
requirement of this section. The permittee must provide the following in accordance with :

R645-301-333, a description of potential impacts to fish and wildlife and how the operator will
minimize these impacts must be provided .

RECLAMATION PLAN

PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND RELATED
ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec . 817.97; R645-301-333, -301-342, -301-358 .

Analysis :

Reclamation of the pipeline will occur at the time of initial burial . Sediment will be
controlled by roughening the soil surface prior to vegetation establishment . Enhancement
measures for this specific disturbance are not addressed .

Findings :

The information provided meets the minimum regulatory requirements of this section .

RE VEGETATION

Regulatory Reference: 30 CFR Sec . 785.18, 817 .111, 817 .113, 817 .114, 817.116; R645-301-244, -301-353,
-301-354, -301-355, -301-356, -302-280, -302-281, -302-282, -302-283, -302-284 .

Analysis :

General Requirements

A seed mixture has not been provided as required .
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Timing

Final seeding will be done after soil surface roughening in the fall after pipeline burial .
The fall is considered the normal time of seeding for this area.

Mulching and other soil stabilizing practices .

Soil preparation will include surface roughening . Extreme surface roughening should
stabilize the soil surface or limit sediment runoff to the bottom of each basin on this gently
sloping surface.

Standards for success

The application states that a vegetation inventory of the area for pipeline burial
disturbance was conducted in September 2001 but the information is not provided . The
information from the mining pre-disturbance vegetation inventory is used to establish standards
for revegetation success .

Findings :

Information provided in the proposed amendment is not considered adequate to meet the
requirement of this section . The permittee must provide the following in accordance with :

R645-301-341 .210, the plan must include a seed mixture for use in final revegetation of the
pipeline disturbance. The plant species in the seed mixture must meet the requirements
of R645-301-342 .200 and R645-353.200 .

R645-301-356, the plan must describe the proposed standards by which successful vegetation
will be judged . Methods of success standards are described in the Division's
Vegetation Information Guidelines .

RECOMMENDATIONS :

The requirements of R645-301-321 .100, R645-301-322, R645-301-333, R645-301-
341 .210, and R645-301-356 must be provided. The Division should be aware that the Forest
Service Special Use Permit requires and DWR has requested that heavy equipment (including
water trucks) not be transported in or out of the area on the weekends (including Fridays) of the
general deer and elk hunt . These dates are October 5, 6, and 7 and October 19, 20, and 21 .
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