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By KAREN BASSO
Staff reporter

Ayear has passed since work-
ersat Skyline mine located near
Scofield hit a water pocket. Asa
result, water started pouring into
the coal mine.

At the time, workers began
setting pumps into the water-
filled section and clearing as
much of the liquid as possible
out of the area in order to pro-
ceed with mining efforts.

Since then, conditions have
changed and several speculations
have been formed regarding
where the water is coming from.

The presence of water in a coal
mine is not a new occurrence. In
fact, the Skyline coal production
operation is notorious for being
awet mine.

However, the amount of wa-
ter being released into the sec-
tion because of the pocket is
above normal conditions for the
particular coal mine.

Although production has re-
sumed since the incident oc-
curred last August, mine work-
ers continue to pump water out
of the flooded area.

According to Skyline’s parent
company Arch Coal, the coal
mine continues to pump an esti-
mated 10 million gallons of wa-
ter perday.

The water being pumped out
of the mine is being released into
Eccles Creek and eventually be-
ing released into Scofield Reser-
voir.

Soon after hitting the pocket
at the mine, an investigation was
launched by Arch Coal to deter-
mine the origin of the water.

The resuits of the initial tests
suggested that the water was com-
ing from a new source, one which
was thought to have had no expo-
sure to the atmosphere.

The tests conducted by the
coal company focused on the
presence of the chemical isotope
tritium in the water.

Tritium is produced by hydro-
gen bomb tests and shows up in
all surface water on the planet.

The preliminary tests at Sky-
line revealed little presence of
tritium, thus leading officials to

The banks of Electric Lake show the significant amount of water loss the storage

114TN vear - NO. by

facility has suffered in 2002. The water loss has Utah Power officials concemed
because the lake serves as the backup cooling supply for the Huntington plant.
Last year, underground workers at Skyline encountered a water pocket while
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drilling into the wall of the coal mine. The water quickly filled the section and
continues to drain into the mine. The company’s concem is that the water may
possibly be coming from Electric Lake. Therefore, an investigation by Utah Power
will ensue to determine where the water from Electric Lake is going.

believe that the water originates

from an underground source.
Since the initial testing was

completed, little speculation has

been made about the origin of the
water. At least, that was the situ-
ation until recently.

Utah Power officials recently

became concerned that the wa-
ter being drained into the Sky-
line mine may be coming from
Electric Lake. The lake is owned
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by the power company.
According to Utah Power

spokesman Dave Eskelsen, the

lake has been losing approxi-
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mately 600 acre-feet of water per
month for the past several
months.

An acre-foot equals about
326,000 gallons and is equivalent
to the amount of water an aver-
age family uses in a year.

Because the storage level at
Electric Lake continues to drop
at such a rapid rate, Utah Power
plans to launch an investigation
to determine whether the water
is being lost into the Skyline coal
mine.

Electric Lake is an important
commodity to the Huntington
power plant because it provides
the backup supply of cooling
water for the electricity generat-
ing facility.

The primary source of water
in the lake comes from the Hun-
tington Creek. Due to the ongo-
ing drought conditions, it is ex-
tremely difficult to secure water
supplies.

Because the lake continues to
significant amounts of liquid on
a monthly basis, Utah Power
plans to reduce the flow into the
creek in order to conserve water.

The power company operates
the reservoir under a special use
permit with the United States
Forest Service, pointed out the
officials.

The permit contains a provi-
sion which allows Utah Power to
reduce the water flow in emer-
gency situations.

While the investigation en-
sues to determine the cause of the
water loss, the power company
plans to reduce outflows to six
cubic feet per second - or half the
12 cubic feet per second called
for in the original permit.

The water flow reduction will
not only affect the water levels of.
Electric Lake, but it will also
impact the trout in Huntington
Creek.

The reduced water flows
could affect the amount of gravel
on the stream bottom, which in
turn would decrease spawning
habitats.

Because there is so many fac-
tors at stake, the investigation into
the matter is expected to move at
an accelerated pace.

(Continued on page 5A)
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rapid growth without suffering the
costs of additional fire’suppression?
Can we adequately meet the water
needs for not only human consump-
tion but also for wndhfe and live-
stock?

Utah is mostly a desert plan-
ning and conservation efforts must

sis, but all the time, A'few Irfestyle

changes and with proper manage-' _

ment of our niatural resources, W
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— Mogpis defmltely different with
‘the Iargest dn‘ference bemg tha1 the >
: ‘dollar 45 valigd- at %
| percent of the Ame can
~“dollar. Their coins begin - wnt the
nicke! and include the 10 cent coin; -
20 cent, 50 cent, $1 and $2 while
 their bills begin at $5. -
- I'spent three days showmgMnchaeI :
~ some of the sites in the area and if

anybody can cover a lot of ground in
three days it's me. We spent a day in

Nine Mile Canyon and visited all five

Letters:

(Continued from page 5A)

sanctuaries, Lyndon Johnson
handed enemy forces the tactical
and strategic initiative. They
could come out of those safe ar-

‘eas at their time and pleasure,

take us on, and then go back into

their wounded, regroup, and get
re-equipped. We were denied the
tactical and strategic initiative by

deception of the Johnson admin-

and the enormity of it all is just
finally coming out." .

In addition to mtemewmg
General Moore, William F. Jas-

Vietnam War."

The first artlcle provides
moving accounts of the heroism
of Moore's men at the battle of
the la Drang, But it also notes that

. the lessons of Vietnam are appli-

cable today. It points out, for in-
stance, that the same one-world
cabal that has mired us in one no-

win war after another will do the
same with the "war on terrorism" :
unlessstopped. . r
We Were Soldiers has created |
new interest in learning the truth -
about Vietnam. So too has the
escalating war on terrorism,
- which is spreading to dozens of -
countries-and which (we are; |
Il € )’ . told)wﬂllast for decades
not be mounted just in_times of cri- - e
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those sanctuaries to take care of :

Lyndon Johnson. The lies and -

istration were SO morally WI'Oﬂg, /

per wrote two major cover story-
~articles: "Vindicating Our Veter-
" ans" and "Seven Myths about the

2 5°sun §
“Arch and’spent a dayHikitg ihe
Canyonlands. We enjoyed the myster-
ies of Goblin Valley and he was able to
‘ photograph the sun nsmg over Dead
‘Horse Point near Moab. - = =

- Another thing | found mteres’ang
is Michael's concems while camping
of the reptiles and wild animals. In

New.Zealand there are no snakes, no

sonou splders and no cougars o

- mountain lions.

© Lifeis very short and | always Wel-

is.no better Way to understand another
culture than to host a visitor from that
country. . N

| must say that Castle Counhy cer-
tainly sells .itself. The activities, the
museums, areas of interest and the
incredible beautty of southeasten Utah
makes it very easy to be an excellent
tour guide.

Please remember that
the deadline for
submitting items

for the FYT section
is Tuesday at 5 p.m.
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