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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO:
(UT-923)
3482
U-44076

CERTIFIED MAIL--Return Receipt Requested
Certification No.

Mr. Dan Meadors
General Manager
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
P.O. Box 719
Helper, Utah 84526-0719

United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Utah State Office
P.O. Box 45155

Salt Lake City, UT 84145-0155

RECEIVED

JAN ? 2003-At""'

F OIL, GAS & MINING

Re :

	

Skyline Mine, Resource Recovery and Protection Plan (R2P2), Minor Modi Ica~ n equest, Feder
Coal Leases U-044076, Lower O'Connor "B" Seam,

Dear Mr. Meadors :

On December 11, 2002, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received the written request from Canyon
Fuel Company (CFC) concerning the request to modify the approved mining plan (R2P2) for the Skyline Mine .
The modification request involves the development of the setup rooms for the 12 Left "A" panel at crosscut 40
instead of crosscut 45 . The repositioning of the setup room 555 feet will reduce the recoverable reserves by
220,000 tons .

During the development of the 11 Left headgate, a fault was crossed that liberated 1000 to 1200 gallons per
minute from a single point in entry one . The inflow from the sandstone floor continued unabated for 5 months,
at which time the area was no longer accessible . Periodically, during long wall operations, inflows of water of
about 400 gallons per minute were encountered and several times, the face was flooded with water. In one
case, the gouge zone of the fault was approximately 20 feet wide and three shields actually sank 4 feet into the
floor. At this point, long wall mining was interrupted 6 days and $70,000 spent recovering from this situation .
The potential for loss of the long wall existed during the crossing of the fault through the 11 Left long wall
panel. The amount of water from the fault is an extreme hazard and skyline mine cannot provide a pump
system adequate to handle the potential quantities of water that may be introduced from the fault zone.
Several drill holes completed from the original setup room location confirmed the fault location and that it
contains water . The proposed change will delete 220,000 tons of coal from the recoverable reserve base . The
reserves are located in the lower O'Connor "B" Seam in Federal coal lease U-044076 .

BLM has analyzed the situation and reviewed all supporting documentation . BLM conducted field inspections
of the 11 w Left headgate confirming the fault existence and water inflows . In-mine drilling has now confirmed
the fault location in 12" Left headgate .

The results of our analysis indicate that the proposed minor modification to the Skyline Resource Recovery
and Protection Plan is necessary and approved as follows . Reposition the setup room 555 feet outby for the 12
Left "A" panel from crosscut 40 to crosscut 45 to avoid additional contacts of this water bearing fault .



The BLM has determined that this change to the Mining Plan (R2P2) is in compliance with the Mineral Leasing
Act of 1920, as amended, the regulations at 43 CFR 3480, the lease terms and stipulations, and will achieve
maximum economic recovery (MER) of the Federal coal .

For further information, please contact Mr. George Tetreault at (435) 636-3604 .

Sinc rely,

Gtetreault :ks: 12/19/02
2SkyMM12Asetup.D18

,~h James F. Kohler
Chief, Solid Minerals Branch

1 Enclosure
1-Map 1 (1 P9)

cc :

	

UT-070, George Tetreault
Price Lease file U-44076
Mary Ann Wright Utah DOGM
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Stan Perkes
Skyline Mine Case File
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LEVEL 2

12 LEFT 'A' SETUP ROOM
MINOR MODIFICATION

AmCanyon Fuel Company, uc
	Skyline Mines

ATE: 12-9-02 CK.B Y.

WATER INFLOW
1000-1200 GPM
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Cirr
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Skyline Mines
HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526
435 448 6463
Facsimile 435 448 2632

December 9, 2002

Mr. Pat Gubbins
Field Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Price Field Office
125 South 600 West
Price, Utah 84501

Re: Coal Lease U-044076
Minor Modification - 12 Left `A' Setup Room

Dear Mr. Gubbins :

Skyline Mine is retreating the 11 Left longwall panel at this time . The adjacent 12 Left `A'
headgate section has been developed to crosscut 46, one crosscut short of its design
length . Longwall mining is scheduled to move from 11 Left to 12 Left `A' in the first
quarter of 2003 .

During the development of the 11 Left headgate, a fault was crossed that liberated 1000
to 1200 gallons of water per minute from a single point in the number 1 entry . The inflow
came from sandstones below floor level of the mine and did not diminish over the time
that it was exposed to observation (approximately April 1, 2002 to September 1, 2002) .
Longwall mining has now passed the point and direct observation is no longer possible .

The fault that liberated the water in 11 Left headgate angled across the longwall panel
and has been fully crossed . Periodically, during longwall mining, other point sources
were exposed that had water inflows of about 400 gallons per minute . In one case, the
gouge zone of the fault was approximately twenty feet wide and three longwail shields
actually sank four feet into the floor . At that point, longwall mining was interrupted for
six days and $70,000 was spent to stabilize with grout the longwall face and the floor
under the shields . The shields that sank into the floor were in grave jeopardy of being
lost; this would have been catastrophic to the mine . It would have resulted in the loss of
both the longwall and the coal it is scheduled to mine in 11 left and other panels .
Several times in mining across the fault, the face was flooded with water from the floor
and was in danger of being inoperable . Coal quality was compromised by the large
amount of water shipped with the mined coal .

The 12 Left `A' panel was initially designed to have the setup room at crosscut 45 . At
that time, we were unaware of the fault that crossed 11 Left and its water-bearing nature .
The fault will cross the design 12 Left 'A' setup room . Without water, crossing the fault is
only an inconvenience as the coal seam is thick enough to provide a full face of coal at
all points. A sump for water handling was mined next to the setup room location .



att .

However, with water, the fault is an extreme hazard because we cannot provide a pump
system adequate to handle the potential quantities of water that may be introduced from
the floor. Should the electrical power fail for any reason, the longwall would be highly
susceptible to flooding .

Development mining was conducted to the design setup room to enable investigation of
the fault . Several horizontal holes have been drilled into the fault to determine its
location and whether it has water or not . This has shown us where the fault is and that it
does contain water .

It is with great reluctance that Skyline Mine has concluded that the risk of mining in the
fault again is too high because of the water in the fault and the tremendous potential for
flooding and possible loss of the longwall equipment and coal . We propose to move the
setup room 555 feet outby to crosscut 40 . Then, the fault will not intersect any part of
the 12 Left 'A' mining . The revised mine plan is shown on the attached portion of the
mine map. A reduction of approximately 220,000 tons of recoverable reserves will
result .

Your approval of this minor modification is requested . Mining of the setup room is
scheduled to start December 23, 2002 .

Sincerely ,

Dan R . Meadors
General Manager, Skyline Mine
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