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Re : Water Right 91-4898 (E2385)

Dear Mr. Blackham :

I appreciated your letter dated November 10, 2002 concerning your springs in the Clear Creek
area of Carbon County . There are many people concerned about the effects of the extended
drought in the area, and the water being pumped from the Skyline Mine into Eccles Creek . As
you pointed out in your letter, some of the springs have diminished in flow, and others have quit
flowing completely .

In the State of Utah the statutory regulation for coal mining rests with the Division of Oil, Gas &
Mining (DOGM), which is part of the Department of Natural Resources . They permit the mining
and administer the state and federal regulations accordingly . They require the mine to monitor the
hydrologic regime in the area including gathering hydrologic data to determine if thee mining
activities are affecting water sources that overlie the mine production areas, and adjacent to the
permitted areas .

I would suggest contacting Mary Ann Wright from DOGM to discuss your concerns with her . If
it is determined that activities have interfered with the streams or other water sources, they have
statutory authority to require replacement water, or another remedy to the situation . We have a
Memorandum of Understanding with our sister agency, DOGM, to assist them, if interference has
been proven, in providing them with the owner of the water rights, and a definition of these rights
for replacement purposes, or any other remedy that may be proposed .

We, too, are interested in the pumping program that is ongoing at the Skyline mine . We have
been involved with some of the discussions to date, however, this matter is not within the
jurisdiction of the State Engineer at this time . I would be happy to arrange for a member of the
Price Regional staff to meet with you in the spring and visit your spring site, and become more
familiar with your concerns . Please let me know if this would be helpful .

When ideas connect
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In the meantime, I would encourage you to monitor the spring periodically and keep a record of
the flow rates and other related data . This may be helpful in the future . If I can address any
additional questions, please feel free to contact me at 801-538-7240, or Mark Page, the Regional
Engineer in Price at 435-637-1303 .

Sincerely,

erry D . Olds, P .E .
State Engineer
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