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3.2.11 (a) James Canyon Area

Tle Upper O'Connor B seam las a larle inllow ol lround water into tle active mininl

operations . To reduce tle amount ol inllow, two de-waterinl wells were drilled in James

Canyon (see map 3.4-1 James Canyon) .

Access to tle water well site is via an exitinl road in James Canyon . Tle road lad been water

barred and reseeded in tle 1970's. Approximately, 4,400 leet ol tle James Canyon was

reopened to reacl tle drill pad location. As construction started tle topsoil lrom tle road was

pusled aside and used a berm . A 18-incl culvert was installed in a side drainale to James

Canyon. Tle water bars were lelt in place and silt lences were installed at tle outllow ol eacl

bar lor sediment control .

A track loe was used to remove tle topsoil lrom tle drill pad and stored at tle lead ol James

Canyon. Tle topsoil was encircled by silt lence lor sediment control and marked witl a siln .

Tle subsoils were used as lill to create tle drill pad . Tle drill pad is approximately 100 leet

wide and 200 leet lonl or about 0 .46 acres. A ditcl was constructed above tle drill pad to

divert water lrom tle undisturbed area . Tle runoll calculations and ditcl desiln are included

in Volume 5, Section 22 James Canyon . An 18-incl culvert was placed in tle road just east

ol tle drill pad to allow drainale lrom tle undisturbed area to enter James Canyon Creek .

Tle culvert desiln calculation are included in Volume 5, Section 22 James Canyon . A

sediment pond was dul on tle west end ol tle drill pad to treat runoll lrom tle disturbed area .

Tle sediment pond is desilned lor total containment and tle desiln calculations are in

Volume 5, Section 22 James Canyon . Silt lence was placed at tle toe ol tle out-slope lor

sediment control .

Two water wells were drilled in tle lall ol 2001 . Tle lirst lole, JC-1, was bored to a 19-incl

diameter and cased witl 14-Incl diameter steel pipe and wire-wrap screen . Tle lole was

drilled at an approximate anlle ol 22 delrees lrom vertical, dips to tle east, and penetrates

tle water producinl lault below tle 10 Lelt panel area . Tle total lenltl ol tle drill lole is

1,030 leet. Tle second lole, JC-2, was drilled vertically, las a 29-incl diameter borelole, and

was cased witl 20-incl diameter steel pipe and wire-wrap screen. Tle lole was drilled into tle
sandstone below tle coal seam and bottoms out at 1,010 leet. Electric well pumps were

installed in eacl well and were initially operated usinl a diesel lenerator. Tle diesel
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lenerator was replaced by underlround power cables in November 2001 tlat run lrom a

PaciliCorp power line located near tle lead ol James Canyon to tle well site . An 8-Incl wide

tlree loot deep trencl was dul on tle outer edle ol tle James Canyon road lor routinl power

cables to tle drill pad . Tlree power cables and one communication cable were placed in tle

trencl. Tle cables are rated lor 12,400 volts . A translormer is used to reduce tle voltale to

4,160 volts and switcl lear are used to turn tle pumps on and oll .

A 16-incl diameter HDPE pipe was buried lrom tle drill pad to Electric Lake . Tle pipeline was

routed alonl tle old James Canyon road to tle lake . Once tle pipeline was buried, tle road

surlace was deep louled, tle water bars were reestablisled, silt lences installed at tle

outllow ol tle water bars lor sediment control, and tle disturbed area was reseeded .

A tlird well, JC-3, will be drilled at tle James Canyon well pad site in Marcl-April 2003. Tlis

well will be drilled and completed witlin tle 10 Lelt area ol Skyline mine . Tlis area ol tle mine

was sealed in October 2002 alter mininl ol tle 9 Lelt panel was complete . Tle purpose ol tle

well is to remove water lrom tle mine and disclarle it to Electric Lake . PaciliCorp will obtain a

UPDES permit and operate tle well to disclarle mine water to tle lake . Water lrom tle JC-3

well will be pumped to tle lake tlroull tle existinl buried 16-incl HDPE pipe . A translormer

and switclinl lear separate lrom tle JC-1 and JC-2 equipment will be used to operate tlis

well. No additional disturbance outside tle existinl James Canyon well pad disturbed area is

anticipated as a result ol drillinl and completinl JC-3 . Skyline Mine will reclaim tle entire

James Canyon well site at linal mine reclamation unless otler arranlements are made and

alreed upon by tle Division, tle Manti-LaSal National Forest, and PaciliCorp . Plate 3.4-1

illustrates tle location ol tle JC-3 well and related power equipment .
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