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January 28, 2004

Mr. Dave Sharp, Managing Director
Huntington Power Plant
P.O . Box 680
Huntington, Utah 84528

Dear Mr. Sharp :
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Subject :

	

Change of Location of Discharge Point for PacifiCorp - James
Canyon Well UPDES Permit No . UT0025534

We have received and evaluated the requests in PacifiCorp's letter dated
January 20th as follows : 1) PacifiCorp requests that the Division allow a
permanent change of the outfall location from the pumping platform to a
pipeline immediately before discharge into Electric Lake . This pipe would
contain discharge from JC-1 as well as JC-3 . 2) PacifiCorp would like the
Division to allow them to forego voluntary sampling of Electric Lake when
weather conditions (snow or storms) or access (seasonal instability of the ice)
would make lake sampling difficult and unsafe . 3) It is our understanding
that PacifiCorp is having significant difficulty (actual real risk to life and
limb of monitoring crew) in getting to the JC-3 wellhead platform site during
inclement and winter weather conditions . Therefore, PacifiCorp presently
needs authorization from the State under these weather conditions, to move
the monitoring and compliance location to a point just before entering
Electric Lake in a pipeline .

1) Electric Lake is classified as High Quality Waters - Category 2, which
allows point source discharges provided that the discharges do not degrade
existing water quality . The permit implemented for JC-3 has limits such that
the existing water quality will not be degraded and includes monitoring for
certain parameters in order to develop future limits. There is only one
discharge point going to the lake (the pipeline which contains the mixture of
JC-1 and JC-3) . The State accepts moving the outfall location to the end of
the pipeline going into the lake . Sampling would occur from a spigot in the
pipeline just before entering the lake . Of course Pacificorp is responsible for
solving problems anywhere in the system (inclusive of JC-1 as well as JC-3)
if there are effluent violation(s) . The changing of a discharge location is
considered a major permit modification and will need to be public noticed for
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a thirty-day period previous to final modification of the permit .

2) The issue of sampling the lake during winter conditions and the associated risk is of concern to
us. Sampling of-thelake is voluntary on the part of PactfiCorp . How-' -
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dedand
PacifiCorp has agreed to the sampling . Since we are unaware of lake characteristics, it is
PacifiCorp's decision as to the safety of lake access .

3) Since the Division will make a change in the outfall and sampling location, which will take
some time (thirty days or longer for statement of basis and public notice), the immediate concern
of safety during winter conditions needs to be addressed . We concur with your request to sample
the pipeline immediately prior to its entrance into Electric Lake during inclement weather
conditions (including the present months of January and February) .

The modification of your permit will be started shortly. If you have any questions regarding this
letter please contact either Mike Herkimer or Gayle Smith at (801) 538-6146 .

Sincerely,

Utah Water Quality Board

'~- da,
Don A. Ostler, P .E .
Executive Secretary

DAO:MDH:mc/st

cc :

	

Linda Himmelbauer, USEPA Region VIII
Chris Hansen, Skyline Mine
Pam Grubaugh-Littig, Division of Oil, Gas & Mining

F:\WP\Sharp.Itr.doc


	page 1
	page 2

