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Ark Land Company
clo Canyon Fuel Company, LLC
Skyline Mine
Attn: Paul Jensen

HC 35 Box 380
Helper, Utah 84526

Re: Approval of Minor Coal Exploration Plan, Woods Canyon Area, Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Jensen:

On December 14,201 l, the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) received a plan to conduct coal

exploration. Ark Land Company, a subsidiary of Arch Coal, Inc., proposed to drill three

exploration holes on lease in the proposed Woods Canyon area, north of Arch Coal's Skyline

Mine to further evaluate the coal reserves in this area. Primary access to the exploration sites

will be by Forest System roads.

National Environmental Policy Act (lr{EPA), Determination of NEPA Adequacy, was signed on

July 6, Z0lZ, and found no issues that sould not be mitigated. The Manti-La Sal National Forest

District Ranger, Darren Olsen, concurred with the approval of this plan on July 18,2012.

This letter authorizes Ark Land's requested exploration plan for UTU-67939 subject to the terms

and conditions of the lease and the special stipulations attached.

The existing production bond is sufficient, no other bonding is required.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Lands Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in

accordance with ifrr r*gulations contained in 43 CFR Part 4, and the enclosed Form 1842-l- If
an appeal is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within



30 days fram the receipt of this decision, The appellnnt has the hrnden of shawing thar the

decision from is in error*

If you have e,ny que$tions regardrng this matter, please contact Sue Wiler at (435) 63d-3651.

Sineerely,

Gefrtu;,-U,%
Patricia A. Clabaugh \
Field Manager

Enslosures

cs: Mflnti La$al National Forest

Atuu Allen RowleY'

599 Price River Drive
Pripe, Utsh S4501
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Conditions of Approval for Exploration for Skyline Coal Mine

l. A pre-work meeting including the responsible company representative(s), contractors, the 8LM, Utah

Department of Oil Gas and Mining (DOGM), and the Fishlake National Forest shall be conducted at the project

location prior to commencement of operations. Sites specific FS requirements will be discussed at this time.

2. A Road Use Permit shall be obtained from the FS before equipment is transported onto Nationbl Forest System

lands.

3. All surface disturbing activities including reclamation shall be supervised by a responsible representative of the

permittee/licensee who is aware of the terms and conditions of the projects permits/licenses. A copy of the

appropriate permitsilicenses must be available for review at the project site at all times during operation.

4. The price Field Offrce Manager (435-636-3600) shall be notified 48 hours in advance that heav-v equipment will
be moved onto National Forest System lands and that surface disturbing activities will commence.

5. Establishment of campsites on National Forest System lands in support of this project will be authorized by the

FS under a Special Use Permit.

6. The price Field Office Manager (435-636-3600) shall be notified of any proposed alterations to the plan of
operations, and the alterations shall be approved prior to commencement.

7. Fire suppression equipment shall be available to all personnel working at the project site. Equipment shall include

at least one hand tool per crew member consisting of shovels and pulaski's and one properly rated fire extinguisher

per vehicle and/or internal combustion engine.

g. All gasoline and diesel equipment shall be equipped with effective spark arrestors or mufflers. Spark arresters

shall meet FS specifications discussed in the "General Purpose and Locomotive Spark Arrester Guide. Volume I,

April, lgBB',; und "Multi-position Small Engine Spark Anestor Guide, April, 1989". In addition, all electrical

equipment must be properly insulated to prevent sparks.

9. The permittee/licensee wilt be held responsible for damage and suppression costs for fires started as a result of
operations. Fires must be reported to the FS as soon as possible.

10. Operations may be suspended during periods of high fire danger.

I l. S/ater needed in support of operations shall be properly and legally obtained according to Utah State r.vater laws.

12. Unauthorized off-road motorized travel, other than along the approved access routes, is prohibited.

13. Section comers or other survey markers, including claim comers, in the project area must be located and flagged

for preservation prior to commencement of surface disturbing activities. The removal, displacement, or distwbance

of markers must be approved by the proper authority. Replacement will be done by the proper authority at the

expense of the permittee/licensee.

14. During ground disturbing activities there is always the possibility of encountering; previously unidentified

cultural resources. In order to protect any unidentified or unrecorded cultural properties that may exist, the following

restrictions should apply during development of the project:
. personnet ana equipm-ent as*otiated with the project should be restricted to the area cleared for the project.

. personnel associatea with the project should refrain from collecting or otherwise disturbing cultural

materials that may be encountered during development.
. If unrecorded cultural materials are encountered during the proiect, activities in the affected area(s) should

cease, and the Fishlake National Forest office should be notified before development in the area is resumed.

. Human burials or other physical remains encountered during the project, require immediate cessation of

activity in the affucted ir.u, as well as immediate notification of proper authorities- Native American

burials or other remains must be reported to the Utah SHPO and appropriate Native American $oups.



15. Gates shall be closed after entry/exit unless otherwise specified.

16. The permittee/licensee will be held responsible for all damage to fences, cattle guards, resource improvements,

roads, and other structures on National Forest System lands which result from their operations. The Authorized

Officer must be notified of damages as soon as possible.

1?. Operations shall be coordinated with grazing permittees to prevent conflicts.

18. Harassment of wildlife and livestock is prohibited.

19. All drilling fluids, mud. and cuttings shall be contained and properly disposed of prior to reclamation.

20. During drilling operations all trash, garbage, and other refuse shall be properly contained on the project site prior

to disposal at authorized sites.

21. All significant water encountered during drilling shall be reporced to the Authorized Officer, including the depth

and formation at which it was encountered, and an estimate of the flow.

ZZ.If any of the drill holes encounter artesian groundwater flow, the Authorized Officer shall be notified prior to

plugging the hole. The operator may be required to establish a permanent water development at the site.

23. When performing hole plugging, and in combination with requirements for protection of aquifers. coal seam

sealing and surface plugging, the permittee or licensee shall specifically follow the manufacturer's recommendations

for mixing various plugging materials. These materials, including but not limited to "Abandonite" an#or cement for

example , shall be mixed strictly according to the manufacturer's insffuctions unless it is shown to have been

blended to even more effictive mixtures than the minimum recommendation. Records of both the manufacturer's

mixing insffuctions and records of actual mixtures used in the field, (including for example gallons of water used,

bags of materials used and etc.), shall be made available to the authorized officer or his/her representative upon

request in thefietd. These records shall also be made a part of the exploration reports submitted to the

authorized officer upon completion of the exploration project.

24.Thepermittee/licensee shall clean up and remove alt drilling equipment, trash, garbage, flagging, vehicles, and

other such materials from National Forest System lands.

25. Disturbed areas shall be reclaimed by the end of the field season.

26. Drill rigs and heavy equipment (not including water trucks), shall not be transported in or out of the project area

during the opening welkend of the general elk hunt or during the opening weekend of the general deer hunt and

during holiday weekends.

Zj. Contaminated soil and gravel shall be stripped and hauled offNational Forest System lands prior to site

reclamation.

2g. Drill sites shall be reclaimed by selectively backfilling excavated materials, topsoil last, such that the disturbed

area is replaced to its approximate original contour. The disturbed area must be seeded with the specified seed mix.

29. Upon completion of the project, compacted soils (access routes, staging areas, camping areas) shall be scarified

and seeded with the specified seed mix-

30. All disfurbed drainages shall be replaeed to their approximate original conf,rguration when the project area is

reclaimed.



3l, The seed mix to be used for reclamation will be as follows: Pounds of Live Seed Per Acre

Western Wheatgrass

Basin Wild Rye

Intermediate Wheatgrass

Blue Leaf Aster

Lewis Flax

Small Burnet

Silvery Lupine

True Mahogany

Bitterbrush

Elymus smithii
Elymus cinereus

Elymus hispidus

Aster glaucodes

Linum lewisii

Sanguisorba minor

Lupinus argenteus

Cercocarpus montanus

Purshia tridentata

2

I

2
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This seed mix shall be 99 percent pure live seed containing a maximum of one percent weeds, none of which are

noxious.

32. The permittee/licensee shall take all reasonable and appropriate measures to prevent the introduction and

proliferJtion of exotic plants and/or noxious weeds for all operations on the land surface. Heavy equiprnent, drilling

iquipment, and all transport vehicles shall be cleaned prior to entering the FS. The permittee/licensee will be held

reiponsible for control and eradication of exotic species and noxious weed infestations found to be a result of this

proi*.t, until the Authorized Officer is notified by the surface management agency that vegetative restoration is

acceptable.

33. Stipulation for Lands of the National Forest System under Jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculnrre:

The licensee/permittee/lessee must comply with atl the rules and regulations of the Secretary of Agriculture set fortlt

at Title 36, Chapter ll, of the Code of Federal Regulations governing the use and management of the National Forest

System (NFS) when not inconsistent with the rights granted by the Secretary of the Interior in the license. The

Secretary of Agriculture rules and regulations must be complied with for (l) all use and occupancy of the NFS prior

to approval of a permiVoperation plan by the Secretary of the Interior, (2) uses of all existing irnprovements, such as

Forest Development Roads, within and outside the area licensed, permitted or leased by the Secretary of the Interior,

and (3) use and occupancy of the NFS not authorized by a permit/operating plan approved by the Secretary of the

Interior.

All matters related to this stipulation are to be addressed to:

Forest Supervisor Manti LaSal National Forest

599 Price River Drive

Price, UT 84501

Who is the authorized representative of the Secretary of Agriculture.

34. project operations will be restricted to the period between June l5 and November I to avoid effects on wildlife.

35. Roads must not be used when they are wet and susceptible to damage.

36. The permittee is responsible for repair of any damages to roads caused by this operation-

37. All traffic must maintain safe speeds commensurate with existing conditions-

3g. Roads must be watered if dust becomes a problern or if excessive loss of road material occurs.



Form 1842-l
(September 2006)

LINITED STATES
DEPARTIVIENT OF TFIE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS

DO NOT APPEAL TINLESS
1. This decision is adverse to you,

AND
2. You believe it is incorrect

IF YOU TFIE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BE FOLLOWED

A p:rson yhg ytsh_es to appeal 10 the Interior Board of Land Appeals must file in the office of the offrcer who
made dre decisio'l- (not the Interior Board of Land Appeals) a notice that he wishes to appeal. A persoh served
with the decision be_ing appealedmust transmit the Notice of Appeal in time for it to ue'filed in flie of5ce where
t!:ttqryd to be filed within 30 days after the date of service. If a decision is published in the FEDERAL
RE. CISTE& a person not served with the decision must transmit a Notice of Appeil in time for it to be filed
within 30 days after the date of publication (43 CFR 4.411and 4.413).

I. NOTICE OF
APPEAL....

2. WIIERE TO FILE

NOTICE OF APPEAL

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR..

BUREAU OF LAND MANACEMENT
GREENRI\ER DISTRICT, PRICE FIELD OFFICE
I25 SOUTTI600 WEST
PRICE, UTAH 8450I

DEPARTMENT OF TTIE INTERIOR
OFC OF TTIEREGIONAL SOLICITOR
620I FEDERAL BUILDING - 125 SOUTH STATE STREET
SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 84I38-I I80

3. STATEMENT OF REASONS

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR

$i.thin 30 days_after till"g the-Notice_of.Apryal, file a cornplete statement of the re_asons why you are appealing.
This must be filed wittr the United Statei Departnent gf_ih_e Interior, Office of Hearings aitd eppials, intirio?
Boardof Land Appeals,-80l {. Qujgcy SF"*! MS 390-QC,_Arlingtorl Virginia 22203. If yoiituli stated-
y.o^Irr^FJ's9T^for ?p_pggli$g when filing the Notice ofApp,eal, no additional statement is neceisary
(43 CFR 4.412 and 4.413),

DEPARTMENT OF TTIE INTERTOR
OFC OF THEREGIONAL SOLICITOR
620I FEDERAL BUILDING - I25 SOUTH STATE STREET
SALTLAKE CITY, LTTAH 84I38-I I80

6. REQUEST FOR STAY.............

4 AIIVERSE P4RTrEs................. Within 15 thys aftcr each docnmart is filed, each adverse pErty ormed io th€ decision and thc Rccional
Solicitor or Ficld Solicito heviagjurisdiction over rhc State-in i{bich the appcal arose nust bc scrv& with a
@W 9E (a) ttu Notie of Aryal,(b) the S@rcnt of Rcasons, and (c) ai! otfier rhcune,nts fiba
(43 CFR 4.413).

5. PRooF ors8Rvrc8............... wiftin 15 dryJ-aftSq do^cqnentls__s€rved o! Bn€dvrc€ pgrty, fil€ proofof " -r servic€ with the Urited Statcs
D€?atnrnt of tbe-hiErior, Ofr9c of llerirys_.Tl Appeals, htciior Bdad of Land Appeals, 801 N. qG"y - ---
Steet, MS 300{C, AdilgtoD, Virgiris 22203. Tlds nay corsist of a cerrificd or reglitcred t-l .ni 

"o-ir.olptCrd'sign€d by thc advst8e prdy (43 CFR 4./t0l(c). -

Except yhere prggrqm--specific regulatio_ns place this decision in full force and effect or provide for an
automatic s!ay,, th.e decision becomes gtrectiveupon l{re expiration 

-of the time alloweA foi nting an appeal
unless.a pelition for a 

-stgY 
is-timely filed togethel with a Notice of Appeat (43 CFR 4.21). If lou wiitr to nte

I Pe-tition for a stay-of the effectiveness of this decision during thb tiirie thai your appeal is Ueing reuieweA Uy--
the Interior Board o^f I-q{ {pfftlq _the- 

petition fo1 I stay must iccompany yoir Noitie of Appeit (+g CfR Z.Z f
or 43 CFR 2801.10 or 43 CFR 2881.10). A^ petition for a stay is required to show suffici'entjusiification
based on the standards listed below. Copies of_the Notice ofAppeal and i,etition for a Stay must dlso be submitted
lo g.ac.h pryE lgled in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the ippropriate Office;fttt;
Solicitor (43 CFR _4.41-3) at-the same time the original documents are fitea with this office. Iiyou request a
stay, you have the burden of proof to demonsfiate that'a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining I Ftuy. EScept as otherwise prov!{ed by law or other pertinent regulations, a
petition.for-a stay of a decision pending appeal shall show sufficientjrrstification baied on the fdllowing'
sbndards: (.1) tne r.glatjy.e [rary.to.1he parties if the stay is granted or denied-(Z) the likelihood of the ap-pellant's
success on the merits, (3) tlte likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if ihe stay is not granted, ati.i f+iwhglher the public interest {avory granting tlre stay.

p-nlc9s_thcsc proccdues are bllowd your appeslvill bc subject to disnisssl (43 CFR 4.4@). B€ certah thd dl communicatiors arp
idartified by serial numba ofth€ casc bcilg appealed.

NOTE: A doolment is not filed until it b astuallyreocivcd in the propcr office (43 CFR 4.401(8)). Scc 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart B for gen ral rule8
trlating to proccdurcs aldpactice involving appcsls.

(Continued on page 2)



/B CFR SIJBPART IE2I-GEITERAL IITIFORMATION

Scc. lE2l.lo Whcrc art BLM ofrccs localqd? (a) In addition b rhe Headquscrs Officq in Washiruton, D.C. and sc1,cr natbnsl lcvel surDqt
snd servicc ocotrrs, BL,IV{ oprrabs 12 Strb Ofrccs.cach having scvsnl subEidisy ofrccs callcd Field Officcs. Th. add$secs ofthe Stao Oliilccs
csn b€ fouod i! tlc Eost lrorrfi cdition of43 CFR 1821.10. Thc Stas Oficc gBogrlphicEl aras.ofjurisdictio! at€ as follows:

STATE OFFTCES AND AREAS OF JTJRISDICfiON

Alaska StE! Offrae --- Ahska
Arizora Stab Ofrce ----- Alizpn
Caliturda S-taE Oficc --- Califonia
Colorado Sttb Offce --* Colomdo
Eastcm Stabs Offic€ ---- Arlcmsas, Iou,a, Iruisianr, Mim€sotr, Missouri' &4 sU Ststss cast ofthc Mississippi Rivcr
Idsho Strb Orffiac __--- Id!fio
Ivtonha Stc Offce ---- Moltana Nodh Dakota. ard South Dakota
Nevada Strts Officc 

---- 
Ncvada

Nsw Meidco St& Officc -- New ![erdco, KlDsss, Otlahooa md Tcxag
Orrgpn St@ Offae 

-- 
Olrcgotr ald Washilgto,tl

Utah Stae Ofrca ----- Utah
Wyomirg Stie Oftce -- Wrooirg ard Nabtlska

(b) A list ofthe urocs, sd&e$cs, ard ggographical mrs ofjwisdic*ion ofa[ Ficld Ofrc€s ofthc BurcEu oflrtrd ]vleageoetrt con b€ obtEitcd at
{9 qlqw q4drcsseslol !![ ofrcc of tbc Buroau of Land Managsrenl iacluding lhc Washbgton Offcc, Burcau of I"aad MsoaglDroq t849 C Stlcf
Nw' Washiagloo, DC 20240.

(Form 1842-1, September 200d)
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