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Tuesday, June 23, 2020

Division permitting staff discussed details of the Swen's canyon powerline installation with  Canyon Fuels Co, LLC  
engineering and environmental staff and with Bill Broadbear, USFS Visual Impact Evaluator.  The wooden power poles 
will hold a 46kV line, similar to those installed in Winter Quarter's Canyon.  Mr. Galecki provided severa;l maps as an 
overview of the power corridor installation, including a USFS  map of temporary roads and timber sales. This packet is 
attached.

The recently modified outfall structure and pipeline installation for mine water discharge into Winter Quarters Creek was
observed and photographed.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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The Swen's Canyon powerline will be constructed within a 50 ft right of way as 
described in Task 6150, which is currently under review. Bodec Engineering has been 
selected as the contractor.  Contract specifications will be available next week.  The 
route climbs steeply from the mine site through evergreen forest up to Trough Springs 
Ridge.  It crosses the aspen meadow on the ridge and drops down through an un-
named side canyon to Huntington Creek.  It crosses the creek to the Swen's Canyon 
emergency escapeway/fan installation.  The logistics of the installation were 
discussed.

Winter Quarters stream alteration permit 20-91-03SA was issued 6/16/2020 for the 
enhancement of the outfall structure on Winter Quarters Creek.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

Mr. Broadbear requested the route be flagged for his review.

2.     Signs and Markers

Topsoil will be salvaged from road cuts along the powerline corridor.
Topsoil was salvaged from the new outfall structure on Winter Quarters Creek.  This 
small volume of soil was added to the stockpile.  It was seeded, but as yet there is no 
growth on the soil.  The stockpile fence was cut in order to place the soil.  The 
fenceline should be maintained.  The soil should  be monitored for plant emergence 
and reseeded if necessary this Fall.

3.     Topsoil

There were no noxious weeds evident along the route.  The Division requested that 
the Permittee require the contractor to clean equipment prior to bringing it to the site, 
to limit the importation of weed seed.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

Disturbed areas will be contemporaneously reclaimed.

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

The corridor aligns with timber sale locations, which will be re-planted by the USFS.  
Mr. Broadbear requested that Canyon Fuel plant evergreen species after poles are 
reclaimed.

13.   Revegetation

Permittee will obtain a road encroachment permit for the two locations where the 
powerline construction crosses Hwy 264 and a special use permit for where 
construction crosses USFS road 50018 on Trough Springs Ridge.  Protecting the 
public through traffic control was discussed.

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing
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The power poles will be 46kV, similar to those installed in Winter Quarter's Canyon.  
Mr. Galecki showed us the thickness of the power cable.

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

Bonding for removal of the poles and tree planting was discussed.

21.   Bonding and Insurance















 

PHOTO ATTACHMENT   – Skyline Mine       6/23/2020 

  
Trough Springs Ridge location 

 
 

Gas line follows Trough Springs Ridge 

  
Winter Quarters sediment pond 

 
Winter Quarters UPDES discharge point 

 
 



 

PHOTO ATTACHMENT   – Skyline Mine       6/23/2020 

  
Mine water discharge flowing over the bank within the Ordinary High 

Water Mark 
Winter Quarters topsoil stockpile 

 

  
Soil added to stockpile from UPDES point construction in 2020  

 
Stockpile vegetation 

 
 


