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OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Winter Quarter- Mine Q Follow up
Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Thu, Apr 30, 2020 at 3:36 PM
To: Gregg Galecki <ggalecki@wolverinefuels.com>
Cc: Taylon Earl <TEarl@wolverinefuels.com>, Chris Hansen <chansen@wolverinefuels.com>, Dana Dean
<danadean@utah.gov>, Amanda Daniels <amandajdaniels@utah.gov>, Kendra Hinton <khinton@utah.gov>, Justin Eatchel
<jeatchel@utah.gov>, Todd Miller <toddmiller@utah.gov>, Steve Demczak <stevedemczak@utah.gov>, Priscilla Burton
<priscillaburton@utah.gov>, OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Good afternoon,

Priscilla was nice enough to write up meeting notes from today's phone call (see attached). I want to thank everyone for
taking the time and participating on the call.   

Per the action items discussed this morning, Priscilla got in touch with Daren Rasmussen at the Division of Water Rights. 
I've attached the email thread.  Per Mr. Rasmussen's assessment, it appears that a State stream alteration permit is
necessary for the project.  

Regards,
Steve

-- 
Steve Christensen, Coal Program Manager
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116
(801) 538-5350 w
(385) 290-9937 c
stevechristensen@utah.gov
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UTAH OGM COAL PROGRAM MEETING NOTES 
 

 
Meeting Date: 4/30/2020  
 
To:   007/005 Skyline Mine Internal File,   
 
From:   Coal Regulatory Program 
 
Note taker:   Priscilla Burton   
 
Attendees: Wolverine Fuels/Skyline Mine:  Gregg Galecki; Taylon Earl; Chris Hansen;  
Division:  Dana Dean, Steve Christensen, Priscilla Burton, Amanda Daniels, Justin Eatchell, 
Kendra Hinton, Todd Miller 
   
 
Purpose: Design plans for urgent discharge of mine water at UPDES outfall 004  
 
 
 
MEETING SUMMARY: Meeting documents: mine working map with topo, pipe discharge 
image, and riprap details were sent by email to Steve C. and forwarded to meeting attendees on 
4/30/3030.  (These emailed documents are attached to this meeting summary, along with an 
image of the sediment pond provided by Amanda, subsequent to the meeting).   

 
Gregg Galecki began the meeting by outlining the Skyline Mine issue: 
Open Workings with Topo.  All workings shown are in LOA or Mine #3.  Sec 13 is Skyline 
facilities. 
Section 11 was mined in 1995. All workings are shown in grey because finished mining.  CS 12 
is discharge from 7L North.  CS 14 is water from discharged mine to SW.  Together make outfall 
001.  After mining finished in the L2E panel,(lone panel by itself near Winter Quarters), water 
filled the North of Graben Area (all panels North of 7L). The greyed out area NOG, 8L to 15L is 
all sealed off.  Water made in old mine #3 left of Sec 13 and flows to North of Graben, because 
of dip. PHC map 2.5.2-2 anticipated that areas would fill with water.   
 
Last week seals started “making” water. The water levels are problematic for mine staff to pull 
out equipment (long wall shields, belts & belt structure, piping, electrical lines, air structure). 
Have to get water out of there to continue.  Not sure why seeing H20 inflow faster than 
anticipated. But, yesterday water came down about 2 feet, so this may clear up on its own. 
However mine will proceed with piping water up the angled entry slope (380 ft) to discharge out 
the Winter Quarter’s pad at outfall 004. 
 
Now look at photo. For safety, the mine can’t have water impounded on the seals and inspections 
of the seals cannot be performed with the current water level in the mine. Water will go into a 6 
inch HDPE black polypipe (following blue dots on the image) and be pumped to the drop 
structure of the sediment pond. Direct placement into drop structure will reduce suspended 
solids. Yellow guard rails are the cat walk to discharge structure of pond.  The culvert shown in 



the image is UPDES outfall 004.  This outfall is permitted for both mine water and storm water 
discharge. Outfall 004 discharge limits are 1 mg/L iron, 1,200 mg/L TDS (and Oil & Grease). 
There is no limit on volume of discharge.  However the design of riprap structure restricts outfall 
to 1.09 cfs (489 gpm) discharge, to ensure a non erosive, 5 f/s velocity.  This is temporary relief. 
The mine needs to discharge 1,000 gpm ASAP. Eventually, another pipe will “T”  into the 
existing alignment where the pipe changes grade and discharge directly to riprap. All structures 
will be removed this Fall. 
 
Now open RipRap designs.  This is Rich White’s, P.E. design for a 4,000 gpm discharge with 
and w/o cement box catch basin.  Page 1 design comes in to a catch basin and riprap apron that is 
9 x 10.5 ft. The difference between the two designs is the d50 is bigger and the apron is longer 
without the box. Both designs drop the velocity to 3 fps. After water leaves the riprap, the 
velocity is non-erosive.  The flow goes across vegetation and into the stream. There will be no 
work in the stream channel, therefore, no stream alteration permit is required.  The mine will 
locate this structure above the high water mark, where the existing riprap is located.  
 
This emergency is two-fold: mine needs 489 gpm out now. And mine needs to construct a 
structure quickly so the discharge can increase to 1000 gpm.. 
 
Steve Christensen providing the Division perspective on the issue: 
After discussing the temporary and immediate plan to begin pumping mine water to the surface, 
it was discussed that the Division is comfortable provided the discharge is within the compliance 
limits of the UPDES permit and the flow is maintained at or below 489 gpm.  
 
Regarding the 1000 gpm discharge, an amendment to the MRP is required. The following is 
information that is required in order to permit the longer-term mine water discharge operation.  
The items below are based on the limited information provided to the Division at this time.  It 
was discussed that upon receiving and reviewing the official amendment and finalized plans, 
there is the potential that more information may be required.   
 
1. DWGS and PLATES. Revise Surface Facility Map showing pipeline, energy dissipater, outlet 
detail and any other component of the mine water discharge system that is constructed within 
existing disturbed area. Provide plan and profile view of pipeline.  Provide detailed design 
drawings for the components of the mine water discharge system (i.e. pipeline, energy dissipater 
structure etc.).   The drawings must be of sufficient detail to inspect upon and provide call-out 
specifications of the structures.   
   
2. ENGINEERING SECTION OF MRP. Provide narrative/text describing the additional 
facilities/structures being constructed at the Winter Quarters. Gregg indicated he will add the text 
to Sec 3.2 of the MRP. 
 
3. BOND. Reclamation cost. A line item for the pipeline, energy dissipater, additional riprap will 
be added to the bond.  Justin and Gregg will work out the details. The reclamation cost will be 
added within the Winter Quarters tab within the bond calculations.  Bond page 42 of Winter 
Quarters. Gregg will add $2,000. 
 
It was discussed that in order to receive final approval for the amendment and construction to 
begin, the bond would need to be updated and approved.  At present, the overall bond 
calculations for the Skyline Mine are in the process of being updated per the mid-term review 
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(Task #6138).  As a result of that review, the bond amount will be increased and require 
additional posting of bond.  In order for the company to avoid needing two bond increases, the 
Winter Quarter mine water system reclamation cost will be added to the bond calculations 
currently under review in the mid-term.  As it can take time for the company to obtain the 
requisite bonding documents/signatures, resolving the outstanding bonding deficiencies 
identified in the mid-term was discussed as needing to happen as soon as possible. 
 
4. BIOLOGICAL MONITORING STUDIES may need to be resumed. The macro invertebrate 
monitoring terminated in 2015. Fish monitoring terminated in 2013. The MRP states that both 
monitoring studies could be re-instituted should mine water discharge occur. Refer to Plate 2.8-
.1-1 for monitoring locations.  The general consensus was that previously approved information 
relative to other disciplines (e.g. soils, cultural resources) would suffice with fish/macro 
invertebrate monitoring potentially resuming this summer after structure installation.  
 
5. HYDROLOGY. The PHC will need to be revised to discuss the potential impacts to Winter 
Quarters Creek as a result of the increase in discharge.  The PHC must also address the sudden 
inflow of mine water.  .Reference the 2010 Earthfax report. e.g. capability for the stream to 
handle the discharge.  
 
Design calculations must be provided for the pipe sizing (i.e. diversion) and riprap detail.  The 
diversion information within the MRP must also be revised to include the mine discharge 
pipeline/diversion.  Relevant text and tables in the diversion information section must be revised 
accordingly. 
 
PROPOSED ACTION ITEMS:  
 
The mine can immediately install the pipe and begin pumping to the sediment pond discharge 
structure.  The two constraints identified in the meeting for allowing this activity is that the 
discharge maintains compliant levels per the UPDES permit requirements and not exceed 489 
gpm.   
 
Gregg will update the mid-term bond submittal to add $2,000 to Winter Quarters bond page 42.  
 
Gregg will submit letter to the Division outlining the immediate mine water discharge plan that 
was discussed and agreed to during the meeting.  
 
An amendment to the MRP must be submitted, reviewed and approved for the 1000 gpm 
discharge.  The amendment must have the all the components discussed above (Drawings, 
narrative description, bonding information, hydrology designs and details, biological monitoring 
discussion, and potentially a stream alteration permit). 
 
 Gregg will add to Sec 3.2 a description of the origin of the discharge. 
 
Todd will consult with agencies, right away to discuss the existing baseline and requirements for 
future biological monitoring 
 



Priscilla will get clarification from DWRi. as to whether a Stream Alteration permit is required. 
 
Gregg will check whether there is any irrigation infrastructure or diversion structures 
downstream on Winter Quarters creek and give irrigators a heads-up.  
 
Gregg or Chris will check if there is an irrigation company to be notified as well. 
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OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Winter Quarters stream/Skyline mine Stream Alteration Permit requirement
2 messages

Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov> Thu, Apr 30, 2020 at 2:37 PM
To: Daren Rasmussen <darenrasmussen@utah.gov>
Cc: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>, Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>

Daron Rasmussen
Utah Division of Water Rights

Hello Daron, 
Thank you for returning my call so quickly. I understand from our phone conversation that a joint stream alteration permit
(USACE and DWRi) is required if there is any work within the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM).  A stream alteration
permit is also required if it involves work that occurs on the bank above the OHWM, within the 2X bankfull width (up to a
maximum of 30 ft), but in this case it is processed only by DWRi.

The attached image shows the UPDES outfall 004 at then end of the 12 inch corrugated pipe.  The UPDES permit
allows both mine water and storm water discharge at this ou�all, with limits of 1 mg/L iron, 1,200 mg/L TDS (and Oil
& Grease). The design of the riprap structure restricts the ou�all to 1.09 cfs (489 gpm) discharge, to achieve a non
erosive, 5 f/s velocity. The mine will begin discharge of 489 gpm within a day or two. This will give them temporary
relief.  However, they need to remove water more quickly and want to increase the discharge to 1,000 gpm from
seals.  We have not received an amendment to their opera�on plan yet, but we understand that they may construct a
cement drop box with a 9 x 10 � riprap outlet or construct a larger riprap outlet without the drop box. In either case,
the design would drop the velocity to 3 fps and end the riprap at the ordinary high water mark.

I do not have dimensions of the stream bankfull width. However from the photograph, it appears to me that the work
will take place within twice the bankfull width.  

As you stated during our phone conversa�on, if I do not receive a response from this email, I should assume that a
stream altera�on permit is required. 
Thank you for your help with this proposed permi�ng ac�on.
         
Priscilla Burton, MS, CPSSc
Environmental Scientist 
Division of Oil, Gas, & Mining
Price Field Office

cell: 435-609-1014
office: 435-613-3733
priscillaburton@utah.gov
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Daren Rasmussen <darenrasmussen@utah.gov> Thu, Apr 30, 2020 at 3:08 PM
To: Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov>
Cc: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>, Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>, DNR Wrt General
Correspondence <wrt.general@gmail.com>, Daren Rasmussen <darenrasmussen@utah.gov>

  I have looked at the photo and have determined that a Stream Alteration Application would need to be submitted and
processed as a state only permit.
-Daren Rasmussen, State Engineer's Office, State of Utah Dam Safety & Stream Alterations
Division of Water Rights - Department of Natural Resources
www.WaterRights.Utah.gov / 801-538-7377 office  / 801-244-1748 mobile / DarenRasmussen@Utah.gov
Messages to and from this email address may be considered public records and thus subject to Utah GRAMA requirements.
If message is encrypted, you can contact me for any further clarification.

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AL_L4G9CrA7dajMlqq8liJmhL5Dd4suYmnzu2MbzFzRQoiaYhyAb/u/0?ui=2&ik=b2057f09bc&view=att&th=171cccf6dc923d6d&attid=0.1&disp=inline&realattid=f_k9n7gicf0&safe=1&zw
http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/
mailto:darenrasmussen@utah.gov

	4302020 Winter Quarters Meeting Notes.pdf
	Workings with Topo.pdf
	Sheets and Views
	24x36p




