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Gregg Galecki 
Canyon Fuel Company, LLC 
HC 35 Box 380 
Helper, Utah 84526 
 
 
Subject: Conditional Approval of Swens Canyon Power Line Non-Road Crossings, Canyon Fuel 

Company, LLC, Skyline Mine, C/007/0005, Task #6175 
 
Dear Mr. Galecki: 

 The above-referenced amendment is approved conditioned upon receipt of 2 clean 
copies prepared for incorporation.  Please submit these copies by August 29, 2020.  Once we 
receive these copies, final approval will be granted.  

 
A stamped incorporated copy of the approved plans will also be returned to you at that 

time, for insertion into your copy of the Mining and Reclamation Plan. 
 
 If you have any questions, please call me at (801) 538-5350. 

 
 Sincerely, 

   
                                                                                 

 Steve Christensen 
 Coal Program Manager 
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Technical Analysis and Findings

Utah Coal Regulatory Program

PID: C0070005
TaskID: 6175
Mine Name: SKYLINE MINE
Title: SWENS CANYON POWER LINE NON-ROAD CROSSINGS

Summary

A 46kV overhead powerline from the mine site in Eccles Canyon to Swen’s Canyon will require a 50 ft corridor for
installation of the 60 foot poles. The powerline will run for 3.05 miles (Sec. 2-1, p. 2-4c2). The powerline corridor is
shown on Dwg 3.2.10-4.  Thirty-nine power pole locations shown are approximately 600 feet apart on this drawing.

The powerline corridor will be 18.46 acres, of which 0.46 acres are within 100 feet of public road right of ways.  (The
power line crosses SR264 twice and USFS Road 0018 once.)  This amendment acknowledges the 0.46 acres will not be
permitted until completion of the public comment period for the road crossing (Chap. 1, p. 1-34(a)). Consequently,
Drawing 1.6-3(A) shows a gap in disturbed area at each public road crossing.

In total, this amendment increases the disturbed area by 10.29 acres, because the powerline   previously accounted for
4.8 acres disturbance and Swen’s Canyon disturbed area is reduced in size by 3.37 acres, concurrently (Chap 1, p.
1-37).  

136.45 current disturbed acres – 4.80 acres former power line corridor + 18.46 acres new power line corridor – 9.7 acres
former Swen’s Canyon disturbed + 6.33 acres current Swen’s disturbed = 146.74 acres total disturbed acres.

pburton   

General Contents

Right of Entry

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Right of Entry.

Right of Entry is allowed by federal leases U-073120, U-020305, U-0147570, U-044076 and USFS-Manti-La Sal Special
Use permit (for relinquished lease area), as shown on Dwg 1.6-3.   

 A special use permit provides right of entry within the relinquished federal lease within the Manti LaSal National Forest
(p. 1-24(d). The Special Use Permit is included in Appendix 118A.   

 
pburton   

Legal Description
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Analysis:

The legal description for the power line is given in Chapter 1, page 1-34(a).  It is generally described as a 50 foot
corridor located in Sections 13, 23, 24, 26 and 27 of Township 13 S, R 6 E in Carbon County, Utah.  A more precise
legal description follows which gives a compass bearing and distance from the starting point in Section 23. The
permittee has reduced the disturbed acreage of Swen’s Canyon to 6.33 acres, and changed the legal description of the
disturbed area that encompasses Swen’s Ventilation facility  on page 1-34(a).  

The Swens Canyon and power line corridor is shown on Dwg 1.6-3 and Dwg 1.6-3A. 

The revised legal description will be confirmed in a revised reclamation agreement.
pburton   

Permit Term

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Permit Term. 

 In total, this permitting action increases the disturbed area by 10.29 acres, because the Swen’s Canyon area is
reduced from 9.7 acres down to 6.33 acres disturbance concurrently with the addition of the 13.66 acres being added to
the existing 4.8 acres permitted for the powerline (Chap 1, p. 1-37). 

136.45 current disturbed acres – 4.80 acres former power line corridor + 18.46 acres new power line corridor – 9.7 acres
former Swen’s Canyon disturbed + 6.33 acres current Swen’s disturbed = 146.74 acres total disturbed acres.

Section 2.9.8 (p. 2-104(l) was updated to reflect the 6.33 acre Swen’s disturbed area on 7/22/2020.  

Section 3.2, page 3-31c was updated to reflect the 6.33 acre Swen’s disturbed area.

Section 3.4, Area Affected by Each Phase of Operations (p. 3-83) was updated to reflect the 6.33 acre Swen’s
disturbed area and the 18.46 acre power line support facility.  

The Permit Area Table on Drawing 1.6-3 has been updated to reflect a total of 24.79 disturbed acres for the Swen’s
shaft and power line. 

pburton   

Environmental Resource Information

Historic and Archeological Resource Information

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645-301-411 requirements for Historic and Archeological Resource
Information. The MRP already contains a cultural resource report done by EPG in 2014 titled “A Cultural Resources
Inventory for the Skyline Mine Expansion and Transmission Line Construction Project.” This report covers most of the
currently proposed powerline. The part that is missing from the report is covered under the Forest Service’s Shalom
Timber Sale report included in the amendment. In consultation with Charmaine Thompson, Forest Service archeologist,
she indicated that these two reports were sufficient to clear the project.

tmiller   

Fish and Wildlife Resource Information

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645-301-322 requirements for Fish and Wildlife Resource Information. A
Species List was pulled from the U.S. FWS IPaC website on July 16, 2020 which indicated the possible presence of
Mexican spotted owl, Southwestern willow flycatcher, bonytail gila, Colorado pikeminnow, humpback chub, and
razorback sucker. None of the species have critical habitat in the proposed project area. In 2015, a team of biologists
from DOGM, DWR, and the Forest Service met at the site to evaluate it for potential habitat for a number of species,
including Mexican spotted owl and Southwestern willow flycatcher (see DOGM findings document for Task 4935). It was
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determined that no suitable habitat for these birds exists in the project area. As for the fish, the project location lies many
miles away from their habitat, however, water depletions from upstream mining operations can still affect their habitat.
The proposed project, however, will not change the mine’s current water depletion.

Consultation was also done between the Division and the Forest Service as well as DWR. During the course of this
consultation, each agency determined there were not likely to be any threats to threatened, endangered, or sensitive
species from the proposal.

tmiller   

Soils Resource Information

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Soils: Environmental Resource Information.

Chapter 2 Section 2.11, page 2-120l and 2-120m provide information concerning the Swen’s Canyon and powerline
soils.  Section 2.11 refers to Appendix A2 for the "Order 2 Soil Survey of the Powerline Corridor Swens Pad Ventilation
and Escape Shafts Coal Pile Expansion" dated December 4, 2014. (The survey begins on electronic page 2095 of 5231
in Appendix A2.)  Soils of the powerline corridor are mapped in Figures 2 and 3 of Appendix A2. Appendix A provides
pedon descriptions.  Appendix B provides photographs of the survey locations.  The soil analytical information is found
in Appendix D of App A2 and in the 2016 Annual Report (which has the analytical report of sampling done at the time of
salvage, p. 2-120(m) and p. 4-34(b).

The Swens Canyon powerline corridor and approximate location of power poles are shown on Dwg 3.2-10-4.  This
drawing has 80 ft contour lines and a scale of 1: = 100 ft. 

The powerline climbs a steep, 26% North facing slope from the mine site in Eccles Canyon.  The   spruce, fir, and pine
forest was recently logged. These soils are map units C (Figure 2 of App A2). Representative profile 14SKY10 (Scout
family soil) has a 1.5 inch organic layer (Oi) overlying a 5.9 inch topsoil A horizon (App A2 p. 16 and pp A-5 to A-7). App.
A2 Table 11 estimates a potential salvage depth of 17 inches.  However, photographs of the sample location in
Appendix B of Appendix A2 appear to show lesser salvage potential (App A2 pp. B-5 and B-6).

The powerline continues up the slope to Trough Springs Ridge (elevation 9,655 ft) which is aspen and alpine meadow.
These soils are map unit R (Figure 2 of App A2). On the ridge, representative profiles 14SKY08 (McCadden family soil)
and 14SKY09 (Lotex family soil) were shallow, with a 5 inch topsoil A horizon.  Depth to fractured sandstone at about
11-14 inches (Appendix A2 p. 12, 15 and p.A-1, p.A-2). App. A2 Table 11 estimates a salvage depth of 14 inches on the
ridge.

The powerline then descends the South facing 26% slope of an un-named draw. This slope is aspen covered. These
soils are map unit C (Long Resource Consultants Figure 2 of App A2). The representative profile 14SKY14  (Kamack
family soil, a Typic Haplocryoll) is a deep soil, with a dark colored, 9 inch thick topsoil A horizon (App A2 p. 14 and p.
A-14). App. A2 Table 11 estimates a salvage depth of 17 inches on the slope. 

The powerline follows the South slope (aspen covered) and West facing (sagebrush/grass) of the un-named drainage.
These soils are USFS map units 560 and 32 (Figure 3 of App A2).    Representative profiles are 14SKY12 and 14SKY15
(Figure 2 of App A2). These Hailman family soils have 7 – 8 inch topsoil A horizon. (App. A2, p. A-10 and A-16). Depth
to bedrock is 30 - 43 inches in this stretch. Salvage depth is 16 -19 inches deep. (App A2 p. 14 and Table 11).

Finally, the powerline crosses Upper Huntington Creek to Swens Canyon. At the time of the soil survey, the powerline
was to be installed below the creek and therefore the soil was labeled map unit U (undisturbed) by Long Resource
Consultants (Figure 2 and p. 17 of App A2). These aquic soils are USFS map units 42 (Figure 3 and p. 20 of App A2).

Figure 3.2.10-3 shows the powerline spanning a distance of 400 ft on either side of the highway and a minimum 30 ft
clearance over the highway at Huntington Creek.

pburton   

Hydro  Baseline Information

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydrologic Baseline information.
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The Permittee has classified the unnamed tributary of upper Huntington Creek as ephemeral. This classification does
not require the Permitee to characterize baseline surface water conditions in the areas of potential impact.  The
amendment includes a drainage characterization from Richard B. White, P.E. in Exhibit 2.5.1. The Permittee will not be
crossing or working within approximately 200 feet of the unnamed tributary of upper Huntington Creek.

khinton   

Probable Hydrologic Consequences Determination

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Probable Hydrologic Consequences Determination.

The application meets the requirements of R645-301-728 because a narrative was added to Chapter 2, Section 2.5 that
offers a description of the potential hydrologic impacts due to the installation of the Swens Canyon Power line. This
section was revised to discuss sediment control features that will be used and references section 3.2, which describes in
more detail how these sediment control features will be used if necessary. A report prepared by Richard B. White is also
included in Exhibit 2.5.1 which characterizes the ephemeral stream channel that the power line will be installed adjacent
to. The Permittee will not be working in the channel or crossing the ephemeral drainage or Huntington Creek. No surface
disturbance is anticipated, and the work will be conducted outside of the stream buffer zone of Huntington Creek. It is
noted in the amendment that the north-facing slope of the ephemeral drainage was clear cut earlier in 2020, which
was not related to mining activites. 

khinton   

Hydro GroundWater Monitoring Plan

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydro: Groundwater Monitoring Plan. There is no new
groundwater monitoring locations needed for the small amount of disturbance required for the installation of the Swens
Canyon Power Line.

khinton   

Hydro SurfaceWater Monitoring Plan

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydro: Surface Water Monitoring Plan. There is no new
surface water monitoring locations needed for the small amount of disturbance required for the installation of the Swens
Canyon Power Line.

khinton   

Maps Cultural Resource 

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645-301-411 requirements for Cultural Resource Maps. Cultural resource
clearance for this project stems from two reports: one titled “A Cultural Resources Inventory for the Skyline Mine
Expansion and Transmission Line Construction Project” which is already found in the MRP and the other included in the
amendment from a Forest Service timber sale. Each of these reports contains a cultural resource map.

tmiller   

Maps Permit Area Boundary

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Permit Area Boundary Maps.

The application meets the requirements for R645-301-521.141 because the permit acreages reported on DWG 1.6-3
and DWG 1.63A coincide with the acreages reported in the narrative. The area of the proposed Swens power line
corridor is 18.46 acres (this includes 0.46 acres currently under public review), and the total acreage reported within the
narrative is 146.74.  
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DWG 1.6-3A breaks the power corridor into two parts, a 9.9-acre and an 8.1-acre strip aligned end to end from the main
offices to the Swen's Canyon ventilation pad. Together these two permit acreages (minus 0.46 acres that cross public
roads and are under review) add up to 18.0 acres, which coincides with the narrative on pages 1-37, 2-4c2, and 3-83. 

jeatchel  

Operation Plan

Topsoil and Subsoil

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Soils: Operation Plan.

The powerline corridor shown on Dwg. 3.2-10-4 will be accessed using a D6 Cat dozer and rubber tired vehicles.
Approximately 39 power poles will be installed using the dozer and a helicopter.  

Utah coal mining rule R645-301-232 describes powerline installation as a minor disturbance which does not require
topsoil salvage, if it does not destroy the existing vegetation and will not cause erosion.  Therefore, the Division will not
require topsoil salvage for the Swens Canyon powerline disturbance. However, the application provides for contingency
action, should the ground be cut. In that instance, Section 2.11, page 2-120(l) states that topsoil will be stripped,
stockpiled and protected with silt-fence. Table 11 of Appendix A2 states the soil salvage depths. Topsoil salvage and
protection is repeated in Section 4.4.2 (p. 4-28).  Existing vegetation (p. 2-51i) and logged trees placed perpendicular to
the slope will provide sediment control (Section 3.2.12 as ASCA Area 43, p. 3-72c).

pburton   

Hydrologic Ground Water Monitoring

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydro: Groundwater Monitoring. There is no additional
ground water monitoring required with the disturbance associated with the proposed Swens Canyon Power Line. As
stated in the application, the nearest drainage is ephemeral and did not have any water present during evaluation on
June 29, 2020.

khinton   

Hydro Surface Water Monitoring

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydro: Surface Water Monitoring. There is no additional
surface water monitoring required with the disturbance associated with the proposed Swens Canyon Power Line. As
state in the application, no crossing of Huntington Creek or the ephemeral drainage is anticipated to prevent surface
disturbance.

khinton   

Hydrologic Stream Buffer Zones

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirement for Hydrologic Stream Buffer Zone. Chapter 3, Section 3.2,
Page 3-58 of the amendment states that installation of the power line will not affect the Stream Buffer Zone of
Huntington Creek as installation of the power poles will be greater than 100 feet from the stream.

khinton   

Hydrologic Sediment Control Measures

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Hydrologic Sediment Control Measures.

The application meets the requirements of R645-301-732 because a narrative was added including the sediment control
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features that will be used. Existing vegetation (p. 2-51i) and logged trees placed perpendicular to the slope will provide
sediment control (Section 3.2.12 as ASCA Area 43, p. 3-72C).  

khinton   

Reclamation Plan

General Requirements

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 rules for General Reclamation Requirements. 

The application meets the requirements of R645-301-541.300 because a narrative has been included which details how
the proposed power poles will be reclaimed. The narrative on page 4-28 states that poles will be exposed approximately
1 foot below the ground surface at which point the pole will be felled and the remaining stump buried. The felled poles
will remain where they drop and will not be recovered. A phone conversation with Gregg Galecki on 7/21/2020 revealed
that the poles would be treated with Copper Naphthenate, one of the more innocuous wood preservative treatments.
Gregg also mentioned that the Forest Service had been informed about the treatments to be used on the power poles,
and did not have any objections. Narrative on page 4-28 in section 4.4.2 also states that poles that are easily accessible
from Trough Springs Road will be salvaged for USFS personnel reuse. Once the transmission lines are collected and
disposed of and the power poles felled, page 4-50a states that reseeding will occur where necessary using a seed mix
outlined in tables 4.7-1, -2, -4, or -5 depending on where along the slope the reseeding is required. 

jeatchel  

Topsoil and Subsoil

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Soils: Redistribution. 

Redistribution of topsoil will be contemporaneous with pole installation (page 2-120(l)). Seed mixes are provided in
Tables 4.7-1, 4.7-2, 4.7-4, or 4.7-5 depending on the aspect (e-p. 4-50a).

At final reclamation, power poles will be cut off one foot below ground.  The cut will be covered. Poles will be left on the
surface (Section 4.4.2, p. 4-28).

 
pburton   

Stabilization of Surface Areas

Analysis:

The application meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for soil stabilization.

Existing vegetation (p. 2-51i) and logged trees placed perpendicular to the slope will provide sediment control (Section
3.2.12 as ASCA Area 43, p. 3-72c). The pipeline corridor will be monitored.  Noxious weeds will be controlled. Rills and
gullies will be repaired (p. 4-103b).

pburton   

Bonding Determination of Amount

Analysis:

The amendment meets the State of Utah R645 requirements for Determination of Bonding Amount. 

The amendment satisfies the requirements of R645-301-542.800 and -830 because certain reclamation commitments
have been addressed in the bonding calculations. The costs to demolish and dispose of power poles and power lines
have been adequately addressed within bonding calculations. Page 44 of the demolition section shows a unit
cost increase of $16,001 to address the removal of transmission lines from the main office to the Swen's Canyon
ventilation pad. 
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In section 4.7.11 (page 4-50a) the red-line text commits to reseed as necessary along the power line corridor using seed
mixes outlined in Tables 4.7-1, -2, -4, or -5 depending on the directional aspect of the slope, and the revegetation costs
within the reclamation bond have been increased to account for those costs. Even accounting for the increased seeding
costs within the power corridor the revegetation costs within the bond decreased by $7,901 because the reseeding
acreages were decreased from 9.70 to 6.33 acres.

In total, the additional reclamation costs have increased the reclamation liability by $12,000 to $5,514,000 from the
previous $5,502,000. The current posted bond amounts to $5,799,000, which is $285,000 over the increased
reclamation liability proposed in this amendment. The Permittee is not required to post additional reclamation bond for
the proposed amendments.  

jeatchel  
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