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OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Fwd: Thunderstorm Impacts 
1 message

Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov> Mon, Aug 9, 2021 at 8:25 AM
To: OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>

Skyline- Design storm exceedance discussion 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Gregg Galecki <ggalecki@wolverinefuels.com> 
Date: Fri, Aug 6, 2021 at 3:42 PM 
Subject: Thunderstorm Impacts 
To: Steve Christensen (stevechristensen@utah.gov) <stevechristensen@utah.gov> 
Cc: Jason Layton <jlayton@wolverinefuels.com>, Taylon Earl <TEarl@wolverinefuels.com>, Chris Hansen
<chansen@wolverinefuels.com> 

Steve, 
As a follow up to our conversation on Monday August 2, the following details the impacts from the thunderstorm.  On
Sunday August 1, 2021, Skyline Mine experienced an excessive thunderstorm at both the Rail Loadout and Scofield
Waste Rock site causing minor off site impacts.  The storm deposited 3.5-inches of water in an approximately 1-hour
timeframe.  Per our permit, the 10-year/24-hour storm event is 2.43-inches at the Rail Loadout and 1.99-inches at the
Waste Rock site, respectively.  Both the volume of water and timeframe exceeded the sediment control structure designs. 

Rail Loadout: A ditch at the toe of the Rail Loadout lower coal pile is designed to transport water from the pile area to the
sediment pond (002).  On the afternoon of August 1 from approximately 4 to 5 pm the 3.5-inch storm exceeded the
capacity of the ditch causing coal to leave the site and head towards Eccles creek.  Most of the coal stopped where the
creek valley flattens out.  The stormwater entering the creek inundated the creek to where it flowed over the banks by
approximately   1-foot which mobilized some of the coal downstream (photo RLO Creekside toe).  Velocities within the
creek during the storm were sufficiently high that inspections of the creek produced no residual coal in any of the eddies,
a small beaver dam, etc.  The ditch was re-established on Monday August 2, to prevent another occurrence.  A high-
capacity vacuum truck is scheduled to clean up the offsite coal the week of August 16, 2021. 

Scofield Waste Rock site:  Silt traps containing storm runoff not reporting to the sediment pond (003) were cleaned of
sediment on July 28, 2021, four days before the storm.  Photo "WRS silt trap 2" illustrates the amount of material that was
captured by the silt traps.  The top of the trap can barely be seen on the left side of the photo where a channel started to
go around the silt trap structure once it was inundated.  Photo "WRS house looking north"  illustrates  the coal and
sediment that was deposited front yards of the house as the UP Canyon creek leaves the site.  No measurable coal went
further downstream than illustrated in the photo.  The affected landowners have been contacted and the vacuum truck
scheduled for the week of August 16, 2021, will mitigate these impacts at the same time. 

I have sent a similar email to Jeff Studenka outlining the event. 

Let me know if you have any questions, 

Gregg A. Galecki 
Sr. Environmental Engineer 
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Canyon Fuel Company, LLC 
A Subsidiary of Wolverine Fuels, LLC 
Skyline Mine 
HC 35 Box 380 
Helper, UT 84526 
 O:  435-448-2636 
F:   435-448-2650 
M:  435-469-1432 

mailto:ggalecki@wolverinefuels.com
mailto:stevechristensen@utah.gov
mailto:stevechristensen@utah.gov
mailto:jlayton@wolverinefuels.com
mailto:TEarl@wolverinefuels.com
mailto:chansen@wolverinefuels.com


8/17/2021 State of Utah Mail - Fwd: Thunderstorm Impacts

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/ALGkd0zfrkm1cZqGQL0X_9Vwe-3hDRrFZanlx9omA1gh8ZaMdWeq/u/1?ik=b2057f09bc&view=pt&search=all&permthid… 2/2

ggalecki@wolverinefuels.com<mailto:ggalecki@wolverinefuels.com> 

--  
Steve Christensen, Coal Program Manager 
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
(801) 538-5350 w
(385) 290-9937 c
stevechristensen@utah.gov 
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