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Plateau Mining Co.—a ‘Beacon on the Hill’

Plateau Mining Company i

¢oal - mine  located - in - the
addr covered hills of Gentry
Tountain. . T'wenty-one  miles
sithwest of Price, Utah. The

company has been in business
under - the -same  name = for
almost 15 years and has grown
to.a labor force of some 330
employees.

HERCU!.ES
explosives

* Dynamite
#. Slurry
s An-Fo

24 Hour Delivery and Technicil Service
CALL.US FOR YOUR NEEDS!

W.H. BURT
EXPLOSIVES INC.

OWNERS: BOB BARLOW & FRANK TABBERER

Moab, Utah
(801)-259-7181

Bountiful, Utah.~ Naturita, Colo:
(801) 292-2541

SERVING:
Colo., Utah, Atiz., New Mexico, ldaho, Nev., Wyo.

* Electric Caps
* ‘Blasting Suppliés
» Accessories

(303) 865-2223

Since July ;of ‘1980 Plateau
has - been - part - of - Getty - Qil
Company’s Minerals Division.
Plateau ."is . Getty’'s - first
operational underground -coal
mine- and “has remained the
pacesetter in .coal mining for
the company. During the past
two years, Getty’s acquisition
of additional coal properties:is
an indication of its interest in
this fossil fuel.

Plateau’ is -considered &
“Beacon. oit -the - Hill."” ~The
lights -on the recently . com-
pleted . overland - belt, -~ along
with-those - of .the yard and
tipple - area’-shine on through
the night as a reminder that
coal mining i$ alive and well at
Plateau. The new beltline has
also increased the company’s
efficiency - in-moving -the coal
from - the mountain - to- the
preparationplant. . .

Employees are proud  to
work for ' Plateau. and feel a
devotion to the company. ‘“One
month last spring,” said Floyd
Tucker, - Plateau’s - mine
manager, “our -employees set

out - to. shatter -their own coal .

production' record.- On-March
5, -withéxcellent . leadership
and a tremendous team effort,

.our employees .mined ' 11,302
tons -of coal ‘within a 24-hour
period, -shattering their prior
production record by almost 50
-percent. That kind of effort
comes - from employees . who
feel good about their company.
And we’re proud of thern.”

Plateau.  is a very
progressive company and this
has certainly been enhanced
by its affiliation with Getty.
“Because . we. are a_large
oganization,”’
Spaulding,. . Getty’s - Coal
Department manager .in° Salt
Lake City, Utah, ‘‘we adre ablé
to bring a. wide variety of
technologies . from the com-
pany’s .exploration " and
production . research lab .in
Houston, .the Engiheering
Department and the  In-
formation Systems Group..An
individual operator could not
afford these resources. We-are
bringing a lot of horsepower to
bear .on- technical problems
associated  with threeseam
mining and adverse geological
conditons. And it's all been
done in a short titne.”

The - company his - ¢éx-
perienced .. expansion = and
growth _during - 1982.. . ““The
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computer ‘has hecome a.very
important element in business
today,” said Dennis Ware,
controller - at- Plateau,  “and -
we're no different. We are now
in the process of converting all
of our accounting functions to
the computer and are looking
forward to the added speed
and - accuracy it should
provide.” . The 'Engineering
Department - also . utilizes . the
computer for vaious technical

projects, such .as. the
upgrading .of the ‘mine ven-
tilation system.

Longwall mining 'is-one -of
the . most ' innovative . un-
derground - mining methods
used in the coal industry today.
Plateau .. has . completed . ex-
engineering -and
geological .studies to deter-
mine the . feasibility -of . in-
stalling -the longwall system.
The . studies - have indicated
conditions to be very . con-
ducive to longwalling. With the
return of a strong coal market,
the company could have
“longwall coal” movmg on its
belts in 1984, i

“‘Once the coal is out of the
ground,” said Danny -Price,
surface - superintendent . .at
Plateau,  “‘we. must have
adequate methods of loading it
into . railcars. Our  newly
proposed - unit . train . load-out

" .system. . will .give .us: the in-

creased loading capacity we
need . to.. handle . proposed
production.”” Engineering
studies are now under way to. -
complete the pre-construction
ground work.

The . history . of the  coal
market i5 known to be highly
variable with periods of high

-and low demands for this fossil

fuel. . However, .Getty is
cornrnitted . to  being  a--major
western . coal - producer and
feels the demand for coal will
increase in future years.

Plateau intends to do “its
part.-*If we are prepared to
supply high quality coal safely
and - as economically -as
passible, we will continue to be -
a . major - supplier - of Utah's
coal,” said Tucker,

A new record

Employees. " at .~ Platean
Mining .. Co.’s - coal . mine -at
Wattis Iast year set a. pew
production - record - 11,302
tons from six sections,

The record was set by 12
shifts -of workers between 11
p.m. March 4 and 11 pm.
March 5. It beat the mine’s old
record of 7,571 tons set Sept. 26,
1978, according to -Floyd J.
Tucker, vice president and
general manager.-






