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Dear ¥r. Lausen: DIVISIUN OF OIL

GAS & MINING
Tour groresal for mimor modification of the Starpeint 42 %ime Plan, subaitied
June &, 19535, has beern reviewsd by thfs office. The varicus itens and modifica-
tions of the plan ars herein discussad:

1. 24 Left Rlecder: The three entry 2 Loft blaeder syslen ts 3 nocessary
corpanent of the ventilation systen of the Tangwall district, In additios, 75
Loft wil]l be utilized as the headgate entries for a Yongwall pans! betwess 25
Left and 3rd Left, in tha cvest of two-patry approval by HSHA,

& Tuo-entry Gatercedss It is Lelieved by the Nieing Inginsar that the twoe
entry gateroad systai: will be of banefit i strata contrsl, in the Jattis Seanm
tn particular whers & poor sudstome cap rock i3 nresent threurhout. In
addition, higher recovery of the coal resource will be achioved usint the tup-
entry system than the preseat threeeentry system, Less thenm half of the coal
lost in the chain pillars in a threg-entry system will wemain in the tuoe-sntey
system developed with yieldable pillars. Also, & 70 to 100 foot barrisr
pillar betwoen 24 Left and 3rd Laft would not be recoverable 1f tha throow
eatry systes s otilized., BLK approval of the twoedntry sysien will te
concurreat with 384A snovoval,

3. Hiddle Sean Satwroeds in Destressed Zone: The langwall gateroads in the
Hiddie Sean will e driven in the destressed zoae directly honesth the Wattis
Tongwall panels. This appears to be a legical solution for longwall mining in
aultiple seans, particularly when the interburden is no grester than £2 Teet,
A gevlechnical study conducted hy JFT Acapite, "Rock Mechanics Asnects of Twoe
Sean Mining at Plateau Mining Company®, has indicated this to he ths safest
and most productive nethod for sfaing multinle seans. One trouble sret
anticipated will be the driving of gatersads usdar the Nattis S$sa: longuall
zhutment barriers,
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4, Hiddle Seam Peserves, Norih of LWHN: The sutsittad Sternatnt %o, 2,
Third Jed wmap (Middla Sean) does not wddress the spener of recuverability of
raserves north of LN, Tids §s bacause of Influences from tho vatifs Tgav
3 to 80 feet above, A plaa for this ares w1l be regwived in the futura,

5. Grahem Crossing - TwoeBntry Systand %2 are i Taver of two-ontry develope
reat nf the rock slopes through the grabes in order to 20co%s Foderal coal
leass U«13i87, hecause of reduced costs and pessibly meduced crossing times,
L% aperoval will be comcurrent with (i5ha approval,

Tais minor modification of the nine nlan is therefore approved ag sronssed
with the understanding that, and to swsarize:

1. tpea aprroval of the two-entry cateraad svstoanm by W5HE, tho 350 foot
block between 23 Laft 8leeder &nd Ird Laft would la recaversd as 2 Yourwall
panel after LIDDE, or §f the two antry syeten {5 rajectad by Y5HA a 79 o 10D
foot barrier would rezain betwwan 24 Left and 3rd Left using the thregezniry
S}’itﬁf%

2. A plarn w11 be forthoomsing for the "iddle Sesw mineshle rescrvas located
north and south af the longuall district as detarningd feasible i3 the future.

3.  The nethod Tor aisfng the kattis Sesn ressrves hetween 2ed Left and Znd
tHata Lorth west will b2 determined in the future, Also, ausstiosable resorvos
north of Ind Haip Horth West will be rrobad to detorvine nincebiiity.

SinCoraly yours,

/S/ MARK A. MACKIEWiCZ
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