Final'lenéth of 'convé}or has been cdnnected to Plateau Mining Co.’s new unit-train loading facility at Wattis, Carbon County. But construction is expected to continue through August. :
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Plateau Mining Alive and Well in Bleak Coal Market

By Joe Rolando
Tribune Staff Writer

WATTIS, Carbon County — To
even the most casual observer, Pla-
teau Mining Co. appears to be a survi-
vor of the nation’s depressed coal
market.

The conveyor for a new $16.5 mil-
lion, unit-train coal-loading operation
which snakes through the company’s
property, about 20 miles south of
Price, is just too massive to not see.
The project, still under construction,
required 7,500 feet of conveyor and
13,176 feet of additional railroad
track.

Just as conspicuous is a road sign
at the entrance to the company’s
property which boldy proclaims:
“Through this gate pass the best
damn coal miners in the world.”

Plateau Mining’s John Spiecha,
vice president and general manager,
backs up that claim by referring to
other signs on the company’s proper-
ty. They note that as of December 20,
the company’s underground miners
have not had a lost-time injury in
more than 100 days and its surface
employees for nearly 800 days.

Mr. Spiecha added that the average
age of Plateau Mining’s 233-member,
non-union work force is 37 and its av-
erage employment experience at the
company is 5.2 years. He said that
indicates the employees have “signif-
icant mining experience” because
they are old enough to have worked
for other mining operations before
coming to Plateau Mining.

The work force’s turnover rate is
1.09 percent a month and its absen-
teeism rate, which includes time off
for accidents, is 4.16 percent so far
this year.

“Fifty percent of our wage and sal-
aries are tied to benefits; and therein
lies part of the answer. You treat
your people well and they’ll treat you
well,” said Mr. Spiecha. “Our other
secret is the stability of our work
force.”

For example, he said Plateau Min-
ing’s first and enly layoff since 1967
occured in 1983 and involved 81 min-
ers. The layoff came when the de-
pressed coal market and a mud slide

at Thistle, which temporarily halted
rail and vehicle traffic to the Wa-

* satch Front, left Plateau Minirig with

a stockpile of 806,000 tons of coal.

Mr. Spiecha said Plateau Mining —
whose stockpile has since dwindled to
about 140,000 tons — has called back
to work all but two of the miners.
And, he said the two miners will be
called back in 1986.

“Some people may say these are
Just nice things we're trying to say
about our people,” said Mr. Spiecha.
“But they are the best damn miners.
And when you've got that kind of
people, you can make that state-
ment.”

Mr. Spiecha, 51, was appointed to
the top position of Plateau Mining
Aug. 30 when Cyprus Minerals Co.,
based in Englewood, Colo. purchased
the property from Texaco Inc.

Cyprus became an independent
company July 1 when it was spun off
by Amoco Corp.

During the third quarter, Cyprus
earned $15,452,000 on revenues of
$186,754,000, compared with a loss of
$31,027,000 on revenues of
$157,429,000 the same time last year.
Cyprus’s coal division’s operating
profit totaled $28.7 million, up from
$17.1 million the same time last year.

Getty Mining Co., a subsidiary of
Getty 0il Co., previously owned Pla-
teau. But in February 1984 Texaco
purchased Getty for $10.1 billion in
the second-largest merger in U.S. his-
tory. Texaco subsequently decided to
sell Getty's coal-mining properties.

Before his latest appointment, Mr.
Spiecha, who holds degrees in mining
and mechanical engineering, was
manager of engineering for Getty
Mining's coal department headquar-
ters in Salt Lake City. He went to
work for Cyprus when Texaco sold
that company the mining properties
it acquired from Getty.

Infusion of capital and employee
dedication aside, Plateau Mining also
is distinguished in that it is one of the
largest suppliers of coal in the west-
ern United States to Pacific Rim
countries. That’s no little feat consid-
ering Pacific Rim countries in recent
years have found coal from countries

Whie longwall is operating, miners are protected by standing
below shields and in front of hydraulic roof support jacks.

Boeing in *85: Sales Soar,
Jet Crashes Skyrocket

By Tom Green
United Press International

SEATTLE — It was the best of
times and worst of times for the'
Boeing Co. in 1985 — a year of soaring
sales and tragic crashes.

Never in the history of civil avia-
tion have so many people died in
plane crashes in one year — more
than 2,000 fatalities in all.

The deadliest of the 1985 crashes
involved a Boeing 747 that crashed
into the side of a2 mountain in Japan
under circumstances suggesting a
problem with the jumbo jet’s tail sec-
tion.

But even as the death toll mounted,
Boeing — the world’s dominant man-
ufacturer of commercial aircraft —
was setting a company sales record.
Against the deadly drumbeat of fatal
airplane crashes, Boeing was able to
trumpet the receipt of one big order
after another.

But it was more than just big
crashes and big sales in 1985 for
Boeing. There was the acquisifion of
one company and a near miss on an-
other. New company leadershlp
emerged. And Boeing received some
less than favorable attention over
some of its defense-related business.

Among the events that kept Boeing
in the headlines throughout the year:

— Boeing set a company record for
new airplane orders, with contracts
valued at $12.44 billion. That’s more
than twice as much as a year ago.
Included were two of the three larg-
est orders in the company’s history —
a $3.1 billion deal with United Air-
lines in November and a $2 billion
order from Northwest Airlines in Oc-
tober.

— The crashes. In the worst year in
commercial aviation history, there
were six major plane disasters in-
volving Boeing aircraft, including thel
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Miners in 6th left section of Plateau Mining’s Starpoint 2
mine monitor longwall as it cuts coal from face. Longwall

other than the United States, such as
Australia, less expensive and, there-
fore, more desirable.

In 1985, Plateau Mining will ship
435,000 of the 1.444 million tons of
coal it will produce to utilities and
cement companies in Japan and Tai-

wan. All of Plateau’s coal production,

is undertaken in the Starpoint No. 2
mine because the company’s Star-
point No. 1 mine has been mined out
and reclaimed.

Plateau has two other contracts
with Nevada Power Co. for 400,000
and 250,000 tons of coal a year. It also

is filling a short-term contract for

Utah Power & Light Co. that will
amount to about 370,000 tons at year-
end for the utility’s Hunter Power
Plant in Emery County.

UP&L awarded short-term con-
tracts to Utah mines in February to
make up for the coal lost by the Wil-
berg Mine after a fire Dec. 19, 1984.

Mr, Spiecha said Plateau Mining is
preparing to begin providing coal un-
der a 22-year contract to the Inter-
mountain Power Project plant near
Delta. The contract requires Plateau
Mining to provide 200,000 tons of coal

PASS THE BEST BAMNED

COAL MINERSIN

THE WORLD.
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Sign at front gates of Plateau Mining boasts about 233-mem-
ber work force. Other signs display mine’s safety statistics.

crash of the Japan Air Lines 747 in
August that killed 520 people. It was
the most deadly air disaster in histo-
ry involving a single plane.

fense Zontractors,
some of the flak aimed at the Penta-

— As one of the nation’s largest de-
Boeing caught

See F-5, Column 1
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is the most productive method of coal mining in Carbon

and Emery counties. Plateau’s longwall cost $9 million.

a year-beginning in 1987, an amount
that will increase by 1989 to any-
where between 360,000 and 440,000
tons, depending on on IPP’s needs.

To better meet current and future
coal contracts, Plateau Mining in
April 1983 purchased a longwall, a
large state-of-the-art coal cutting
machine, for about $9 million. The
longwall produces more coal each
shift than any other used in Carbon
and Emery counties:

Primary contractor for Plateau
Mining’s longwall was Westalia, a
Luenen, West Germany company.

Westalia provided training and start- .
up assistance and much of the long- -
wall equipment either itself or .
through other companies. p
At the first of December, Plateau -
Mining's longwall was about 3% -
miles underground in the section of
the mine called 6th left. The machine
engages two large rotating shears -
that cut coal as they travel back and
forth across a 500-foot face. &
Each time the shears moves across -
the face and back again is known as a
“pass,” during which about 510 tons of
See F-5, Column 1

Heading Plateau Mining is John Spiecha, vice president and{i
general manager. Plateau is owned by Cyprus Minerals Co.

Ad Revenue Doesn’t R lse

With Football Ratings

By William D. Murray
United Press International

SAN FRANCISCO — The common
rule that an increase in TV ratings,
like those enjoyed this season by Na-
tional Football League broadcasters,
generally leads to added advertising
revenues has been thrown for a loss
this year.

The blame has been placed on a
soft economy, as well as advertising
dollars being siphoned away by day-
time soap operas aimed at the female
market.

There are no lack of explanations
as executives search for a reason for
the struggling ad market.

“The computer industry is pretty
sick,” said Jerome H. Dominus, head
of sales for CBS. “They have been
heavy into the NFL in past years.

“AT&T spent a great deal of money
last year. This year they haven’t been
spending that way. General Motors

._lr_“nn

used to run ads on all three netwox:ks

This year, they chose just two of the
three, leaving NBC short.”

After 14 weeks of the NFL season,
CBS has seen its ratings go up fromd
34 share in the marketplace in 1984 ko
a 36 share this year. NBC has gone
from 12.2 to 12.8 and ABC jumped
from 29 to a 32 share in the Molfday
night prime time market.

However, the ad revenues for both
professional and college games have
not matched the audience increase.

In total, Dominus said about $75
million in ads has been collectively
withdrawn from NFL broadcasts this
season by the computer industry,
automakers and credit card compa-
nies.

“It-could have been worse,” he said,
“Early in the season we had problems
selling ads, but its gotten better. Now

See F-9, Column 1

P



The conveyor dumps the c;:)al ;mtDl Eiz., wsd it

> : 1 IR ﬁﬁ Wi ’
L ralog Fhof sme‘lds, rather than behmd thcmr In Emery County to lean how to use . M Splet-'ha said Plateau Mxnmg
the Yongwalliu: /il v i Ll .. recently completed a deal to buy 4.75

‘coal is cut an,d falls onto a coqveyorﬂ ) where the cavmg occurs.

. Sniech: lat M1 " million tong of coal reserves, which,
il B Snyder, Plateai }\’IulJ lor?gvali lf;:h,?:; Eg:,é) fzrelat:elf l?:lfegsz arhe recoverable, from US. Fuel Co.,

, s genefal supermtendent‘ said 1" ich has an adjacent coal-mlnmg
; " A "‘ th Bth Teft section e longwall wag, :2‘?‘3“530}&? :fa Sogitigﬂa%nceoi?;ﬁri'g gg ' Operatlon based out of the townsite of -
 ldbge hﬁfﬂ-h%' citiing coal from the seam closest 0. "~ ointinous miner, the other thethody. Hiawatha, Carbon County. He ‘said."”

After oné “pass,

. Jacks which support the roof, are ei-= ihe surface, known ag_the Wgttls," of mining used at Plateau Mining and':. the coal will augment Platean Mins: -

12,:’ the 15-ton jacks, then caves, . .. inglongwall became evident when . tons of coal per shift, £,

*'erful enough fo support 36D tons of,  Tnaintain the machine. Platean Min- ~ and simultanecusly conveys the fuel,

'; ~ Contmued Frgm F

KA
- Do
. Hc jeally; Boeing ufilsmc;‘;‘tlclzed for"

" qie by joining General Motors ‘and . . plane division., .- 7.,
"~ Ford in pursuit of Hughes, GM wony, ... But [ore than Just l(ee ing’.

. did reach agreement in Noveimber to fortiames, - » ~¥: v a0 A 1,100 pedple were k‘“"" in those S“‘ :- depressurization. Bit”inilke" 1079
\ prchase angther company, —
- yilland Alrcraft of Canaday . tinued to f1
- LT New models: Boeing moved to - ter most of the air fatalities had al- only in the case of the JAL 747 is it "I} ¥
‘ @xpand its ?roduct line at hoth the top, . repdy. occurred, indicates that the believed that defects in the planes

[ A

L PEURRUIEEETL -t e T -

ﬁaged by the ‘miners; movin)g i:lhgl {‘ whpse average thlckhess Is 9 feet
ciit, of

angwall forward {6 the he

. at other mines in the Carhon-Emery Ing’s existing TeServes, extendmg the
caal, The Toof previofisty supported“ & -’l‘he complemnes mvo]ved in pwn-: , County aréa, which can produce )

opergtlon of its longwall,

tni-train coal,

Sere v ke Forntes "l Mr, Snyder nﬂted that Plat&a’ﬂ Mln" o iaad[ng fa%l]lty al d ﬂ]e addltlonal

- Continuous mmmg uses a machi
= Steve ngby, mine supormg.,endent; b+ ing sent’its key people to the manu-.: by that nare which is opérated by

A ‘
§4id two jacks sitting next 1o each.« faglurer's headquarters in West Ger... miner seated at.controls. Thg ma-. "coal Fesérves are hot Lhe only tnvest-

. ments Plateau Mining hias made in its'”
gtaer on Plateau’s longwall are pow-... many_{o learp how io opsrate and. . chine rovesup 1o the seam, cuts coal,” “opefation in the last four years. M.

roof, Miners are protected because .~ ing also sent some of its employees {0 to a shuttle car or conveyor helt for.
mey stand in rront o! the Jacks under ‘Emery Mmlng Co. s coal operauons removal from the m

‘l Havllland Boemg wxll entérl thb“'

o businesd pi aircraff, iy oo on . s " - more, toward defense bysipess?:

selling a pair of pliers o the Defense = Changes it the gxécuﬁ'e S\ute“’ ~ The gopventional Wlﬁ@ﬂm among "
%mftmgm for 4?743 and for charging  Early in the year, Boeing moved to'- Boemg offlclala and t;na,nclal ana- - Boemg has acknowledged making

stine of its polatlcal contnbuttons to put its Text generatiod of leadership lystsis that Boe ing “ag emerged relg= lmproper repau- “on the bulkhéad af“ * tudes of our cystomers as a result

the Pentagon, - -'.iiy v ." in place by promoting Frank Shiontzj » tively unscathed, from the spate of ter a rough landmg in 1978. Without’"
‘IE*_- The bgiddmg for Hughes Aircraft, - ‘;A%o resnf eni of the corporation and. crashes beca\&;e there has 3 never beenif admlttmg that was thé'cause of (he
Alter 25 years without making any nammg Dean Thornton, 58, presidenty.
4cquisitions, Boeing went after a big . of ihe companys commerc:al airs:

of is aircraft, W :

-, “Alrlines look more at that than

_anything else)” | Shrontz said.

the blddmg by offermg $5 blll;on for . ,Boemg naifie in the headlmesg the * The lacts are theée of the 20 fatal

I-_I_ughes. R T ., rush of events in 1985 alsp raised the' ‘crashes involving civil airliners in” Safety Board Yave' Tecommended "
== The de Havilland purchase Alwf uestion of whethér theré was some, 1588, six were Boéifig planes — two . changes In the 747 tail section to limit *

{hough Boeing didn't get Hughes, it , cflundamental shift in the company’s’ 7278, twg ‘7374 "and two 7479, Nearly" damage to the tail fxom’such a7

~ satiop payments to the £
vietims with JAL, *

And since the orash hoth Boeing

The fact that Boemg concluded ity crashes._ - when the DC-10 Jumbo Jet was.

dB o
s two higgest deals late in iHe year, af~: /'7 Of the' six Boemg plane crashes, grounded for 33 days the T has con-

ghd the bottom in 1985, The company

gtrqcture were responsxble, O

" wounds to the compaby from th

mllhon demgned to provide adéqu

Spiecha sajd the company also, has; '7
= Installed a ‘new fao costmg ﬁ Gl

changed ;tg ppupgophy on, gcqulsl- " bulk ead ruptured and allowod pres- .
"growing market for Small dom uter’r tions? Apd is Boeing reorlﬁntlng itself lSlll‘lz d air to escape mto the tall seg
‘ ‘ -« titndes,” said Shron

.

 Since the invekfigation begam we

any indication of : des:gn ﬂaw in any ~ crash, Boeing agreed to splif compen- . |
- ilies of the" !

and the - National - TranSpo;tanon .

© ~— ang it is proving the nght plané far;
the deregulated U.S. market. Of the”

R would be nawe to say' that an 2 The effect of all those 737 orders on.
cctdent hko JAL had no ‘mpact ‘Boeings bottom Ime:snot 50 clear,,

e .

. ventilatipn_ wbcn Plateau Mining ex-
pa s

Helpetl impr ved a seven-mlle
county road leadmg tp its property,
L Tistal lled one of the first i ot
‘the first — compiiterized monitor of
potentlally dangerous mine gassesin;
- the longwall sectlon in'the state angd.

Replaced about $10 mtllmn
worth of obsolete mmmg equlpment

" de't make any secrels about,
" it," ‘explained Mr, Spiecha, “It's [Plar
: fean Mmmg] a profitable operation;

causé“ ol m; lugh pro ctlve workl

whatsoeve; on passeriger§ o;" goﬁ in-

vestment commpmt ‘or'custom

*.“We have ot §een’ iy’ spetifi
" changes iil oyr order actlvn:y of, att;-

that, but I suspect somethmg like tha{
is always going to have | some, effect.
The problem is ”’, tr,ymg e measure

1985 as the year of the 737-300...,

The' 20-year-old 73%. twinjet is.
‘Boeing’s, smallest:, ajtplane..” Last
year, Boeing rolled out its newest .
derivatwn of the plane — the 737—300

349 Boeing aircraft orderéd if 1985,
- 252 of them have béeh the 737-300,.

ate

sk -l;

The reason Cyprus bought it was be- :

0“

The salesmg, in Boemg s commer-,.

Clal aﬂ' plane dli’lSIDn WI.u remembe i ”analysm but only 30 percent are uss

force. It also has one ot the lowestl foi
B operatmg costs In the country oo ,p_r_; ant

;M. Spiecha said Plafean Mmlng rsh i
must build the unit-train coal loadmgo a&
. facility as'one of the terms of lts iy o, i\)‘ b
‘ plant coal contract,

" Floyd Tucker, spemaI promcts co-l‘.'{ni'l:\ :
ordmator for Platean, said thie facili=2 ; m \y. _
ol G

ties will bé Fm operatmg in Januar
but will not be running accord,m
desngn Speclflcatxon until August

o The Industnal Co. of Steamboat W '\
Sprmgs. Colo, is general contractor: oﬁmw&
Elberi Lowderrmlk Ine, Spring Glen, 't -
Carbon County, received the contract - vii :

to do the necessary earth movm%
work ‘

""EI._Use of Comput rslw{ 3
By Investors Up . ‘_-z

. mlcrocomputers for mvestment‘

analysis keepsd growing deszte thg,m mnq

co_rrcnt ﬂownturn in cogputer ,sa egy L vt 1.1
¥ i

P SRLER DR,
R

: " r'u.""u’

The mve;tme%t “publication ‘que-, | ,,,.j
' ried jts 20,000 subscribers and found, a
that roughly 55 percent of them use
spreadsheet program for mvestment

.j' J"Ji

,ndlmd

. ing commercial investment sofiware '

| packages. Over 42 percent said tha€ 54

they wrlte their owp programs L *j f.?nﬁl
Whlle i vestors are hkely"candiv.m ‘M
, dates to use a mlcrocomputer for obaea agey

tammg market ‘quotés; the ;ourna);, AT

£

" noted that anly 26 percent use'a finany . 4% vl

" ( cial information service and only SWW,,-,.

pércent are tradmg" secuntles o

oe?

craghes” weren't dee

- But there"are 5oi; er’ questlo
Boemg making any prom onall qf
planes it ls selling? Hag

its jumbo jet ~ {he 747-400,— tha
mll e the longest range airliner in”
Eworld Bya greemg to purchase de;

grfxmally launched a new derivatio

PR e E N B B

.....

BF"%E“ ‘ S 3“%’ -i*“$1 3Bm' PDLAROID

10 disks,

* Limil of 2 hoxes,
per customer ' B ¥
- while quanuues tasf,

2 oml;culmsawma '
u Addlllonal cnarge!

e iV “"l[\‘?\ Wi ﬂf\"‘]’ L T
%) 5

" any sizé paper from,
. business card to |

u ! l".m's

-

e

Save wo ways at oncel jéﬁlhe best

Ceriificate of Deposﬁ you cal k"ée“f} oou-

P T I e N

LA S . [priceever -
S ‘onanIBM'PC

Agan, ol Tpmpa w]
alk.

drive, STB Momtorlpnnter
adaptor and Amdek 310A .
monoch:ome TOMtoL, |
Pnoe ood opt demo -
g models and Lumtod

0% ;o stock on harld

Touc.l\ Pu'.soTalagl_wona Treom e
Spundesign LED AM/FM Clock Radie. . {-'-
Seundesign AMIFM Clock Radie wilhorey
Soundesign Long Range Cordless Phone:
Ameyican Tourister 3 Pe. Luggage Set.
2Zenith 5” B&W TV w/AM/FM Radig-+ -y |5
Harmillon Regency Mantle Clogk. .
Soundesign Compacl Stereo System - ' -
- Zenith 13" Porfable Color TV i -wotuaore fua e
__Soundesign Deluxe Rack System ’
. _Zenith 19" Portable ColorTV
| Litipn MicTowave Cen. : :
Zenith VCR w/Remple N j 7 B, 1 DR I Poom Lt
N Zenith 25" Color Console TW. ™ 177 s o S ABO0E R 1 3, oy R oo y, Hi
0 +_Hamiilton WlnlhropGrandlalherClock "R T 000 T 1 ‘ Y 4 A AN L TR W Footh
v-SImpIe inferept, Rates, sub]aclln change wilhout nitie. Penahy !or uarw withrawal. _—" R PR 1" | T
A"Dw“‘- 106 weoks 1o, denvary. Inspeci on artval. - b o
W ré§enip the right 15 Substilufe Homs of equal o1 graaler valuo husuo o curram avallablmla
l:oa! o[.‘ne('chnndlm muilba reboclud an [AB fyim 1094 & gam w:.nuun\\s opangd _: R

 Includes 64K memory, 1 disk

andDr mCrceks'.de Plaza acmss fmm CottonwoodMall 272-5281
Vﬂlachhoppmg Strlp,582 0556- TralmngAvalIable L SRR

TS Holiﬂay Hours; Mondny l-'rld-y, 9—8 Snturday, 0 8' Opan Sunday, Dae. 15,22,29 12 53* - l o
‘Dnv,ntowuHouslon.Dallni.LasColmns SanAruomoandA]buquerqucsloresuolupcnsu orSun Downtawn Chicage, Ko.lamazoonndSpol.onestoresnnlopcnSua R » 1

‘Other Red Thg valug
t‘h:oughcul the Stol‘e.

Rl

RN ﬁ. B Leasmg:\val!a\)k CmnanhopRevo]vmgChnrgu. h'gncrlcanExprelﬁ DlnmC!ub VISAarMﬂstc!Card




