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Dear Mr. Hutchinson:

. In our December 24, 1985 approval.letter concerning sequence.changes-in Price-

River Nos. 3 and 5 mines a typographic error was made in the regulation cited in
the third paragraph. The reference should be 43 instead of 93 to read 43 CFR
3482.1(c)(3)(iv) and 3482.3. The regulation covers requirements for sealing and
abandonment of operations.

There are additional regulations that must be met in abandonment procedures. To
satisfy the Maximum Economic Recovery (MER) of the mine in abandonment procedures,
43 CFR 3482.1(c)(7) must be satisfied. Also 43 CFR 3484.2(b), entitied "Comple-
tion of operations and permanent abandonment", must be satisfied as well as any
other regulations pertaining to abandonment, MER, or protection of coal resources.

Prior to plac1ng seals for abandonment, as stated in the December 24, 1985 letter,
a plan must be approved.

In your discussion with Allen Vance and Jeff Clawson here on January 15, 1986
when you introduced Richard Allison of AMAX, you indicated that the fan:in Willow
Creek Canyon, which ventilates the old Kenilworth and Castle Gate mines, will -
soon be shut down. With the fan running, these mines have been considered as
active mine works. To stop the fan would be considered an abandonment of oper-
ations, at least temporary if not permanent, and you should address your p]ans

in accordance with the regulations as referred to above.

If you have any questions or comments please contact Allen Vance of my staff
at 637-4584,

Sincerely yours,
/a/ Leon E. Berogren

Leon E. Berggren
Area Manager
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