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State of Utah

Division of State History
(Utah State Historical Society)
Department of Community and Economic Development

300 Rio Grande P

Sak Lake City, Utah 84101-1182 __?, & f’

801-533-5755 RN
November 28, 1988

pa /
Les Wikle _ | S
U.S. Forest Service i,wm“; .
Manti-LaSal National Forest [ B

Monticello, Utah 84535

RE: Cultural Resource Response to Cyprus—P]ateau'Mining Cb. Coal Lease
Application, UTU-64263 (ML-89-0492) (U-88-FS-603f), Emery County, Utah

In Reply Please Refer To Case No. M035
Dear Mr. Wikle:

The staff of the Utah State Historic Preservation Office has received the
above referenced report. We understand from the report that there were only
two isolated artifacts located during the survey of. this project area.. We
understand that the surveys of this coal lease area comprise approximately 10
percent of the proposed coal lease area. These cultural resource surveys can
provide an estimate of the types of cultural resources to be found in the -
area. The project impacts areas will be completely surveyed for cultural
resources at a later date. We look forward at that time to consulting for
Section 106 purposes. The Forest Service can use this information in making
any further recommendations on the project.

“ The above is provided on request as outlined by 36 CFR 800 or Utah Code,

Title 63-18-37. The Utah SHPO makes no regulatory requirement in this
matter. If you have questions or need additional assistance, please contact
me at (801) 533-7039, or 533-6017.

Sincerely, )

Diana Christensen .
Regulation Assistance Coordlnator )
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- Manti-LaSal NF

et CULTURAL RESOURCE RESPONSE
S TO
. CYPRUS-PLATEAU MINING CO.
COAL LEASE APPLICATION

T — UTU-64263

Cyprus-Plateau Mining Company has filed a coal lease application (UTU-64263)
for 1826 acres in the Gentry Mountain area near "The Steeps". The tract is at
elevations of about 8800 feet to over 10,000 feet. This application covers
Forest Service system lands on the Price Ranger District of the Manti-LaSal
National Forest. This proposal is in portions of sections 2, 3, 10, 11, 14, and
15 of Township 15 South, Range 7 East.

Generally speaking, coal leases have been required to be covered by at least a
10X sample survey for cultural resources for the initial lease itself, with
100%Z surveys later required for specific impact areas, such as mine portals,
road construction, etc. To complete this requirement for the lease itself, a
Class I inventory (literature search) is to be conducted, and, if necessary, a

Class II.inventory (survey sample) completed to the extent that at least 10% of

the area has been searched for cultural resources.

In the area of the proposed coal lease, there is at present on record three
cultural resource survey efforts conducted within the area itself, with others
having been completed nearby (one just adjacent to the southeast corner of the
lease proposal). One survey covered a block of 160 acres in the center of the
lease area, and the other two surveys consisted of seismic lines and access
roads nortn of this block (see map).

These survey projects found only two isolated artifacts, each being individual’
flakes with no evidence of use as scrapers or other tools. The survey that was
conducted to the southeast (just adjacent to the lease proposal), also 160
acres, found two archeological sites and three isolated artifacts. The sites
were lithic scatters (locations of stone flaking activity) with limited
informational content. Two of the isolated artifacts were flakes, while the
third was a projectile point with probable Archaic time period connotations
(several thousand years B.C.).

The nature of the cultural resources found indicates that the area was used
very lightly in prehistoric times, and mostly for flaking, although the
projectile point indicates some limited hunting activities.

The coal lease proposal area is in very steep terrain, with the exception of
the slightly flat southern portion, which is at very high elevations (basically
9600 feet to 10,100 feet). It is important to note that immediately to the east
of this location is the previously surveyed area outside of the proposed lease
that found the two lithic scatters and three isolated artifacts at only
slightly lower elevations. Therefore, we can expect when surveys are completed
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in this southern sector of the proposed lease that we will have found a few
more lithic scatters and possibly one or two more projectile points. Other than
this area, it is expected that only a few more isolated flakes will be found at

the extreme north part of the lease area, on the flatter narrow top where
Castle Valley Ridge ends.

The 184 acres surveyed so far constitutes 10.1% of the total proposed lease
acreage, and is an adequate sample for assessing the initial patterns found in
the cultural resources within the area. This is at this time a sufficient
sampling completed to give us a good overall picture of the potential for
cultural resources in the area, as far as leasing itself goes. (Surface
disturbing projects will have to be addressed separately.)

On the basis of the findings so far, it can be projected that cultural resource

-concerns will probably be very minimal in complexity, and that mitigation in

the event of future proposed surface-disturbing projects will also be very
minimal in difficulty.

At the present time, there seems to be no further cultural resource field work
needed to be done to complete this portion of the review of the proposed
Cyprus-Plateau Mining Company coal lease application (UTU-64263). The three
Survey reports covering the activities within this lease area have previously
been reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) of Utah.
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"District Archeologist
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