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Reply to: 2820

Date: May 8, 1991

Lowell Braxton BE@EEW @“ ““‘}s

State of Utah Natural Resources '
Division of 0il, Gas and Mining

355 West North Temple aMAX-1 0 \99\

3 Triad Center, Suite 350 ‘
Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203 DIVISION CF

OlL GAS & MINING

RE: Incidental Boundary Change, Cyprus-Plateau Mining Company, Star Point Mine,
ACT/007/006-91D, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah .

Dear Lowell:

We have reviewed the the incidental boundary change submitted by Cyprus-Plateau
Mining Company to add the modified portion of Federal Coal Lease UTU-64263 to
the approved permit area for the Star Point Mine.

Please reference our letter to your office, dated March 22, 1991. In this
letter we stated that the Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
were processing a lease modification for the subject lands and that we could not
evaluate the proposed incidental boundary change until the lease modification
evaluation was completed.

The Forest Service consented to the modification of UTU-64263 on April 30 and
the Bureau of Land Management made a decision to approve the modification on May
8, 1991. A copy of the Combined BLM/Forest Service Finding of No Significant
Impact/Decision Notice/Rationale and referenced Environmental Assessment are
enclosed. The 1lease modification, once issued by BIM, will provide
Cyprus-Plateau Mining Company the right to mine the Federal coal contained
therein.

During the process of evaluating the lease modification proposal we also
conducted an evaluation of the incidental boundary change. One specific concern
which has not already been addressed in the approved mining and reclamation plan
was identified. This concern is the potential for large quantities of water to
be encountered as the mine workings advance to the west through the Pleasant
Valley fault system and the potential for dewatering of faults which act as
conduits for ground water flow. To the south of the Star Point Mine, several
springs, thought to be associated with the fault system, have been developed as
culinary water sources. In order to minimize the potential for large quantities
of water to be released into the mine workings and to avoid the associated
impacts of dewatering the faults, some special measures will be required. The
operator will be required to conduct horizontal drilling ahead of the advance of
workings to the west into the incidental boundary change/lease modification
area. The drilling must be conducted in coordination with the authorized



officer of the BLM and must be designed to detect significant flows of ground
water well in advance of the mine workings. If significant water is
encountered, the operator must cease the advance of mine workings, in accordance
with the authorized officer of the BLM, and notify the regulatory authority of
the Utah Division of 0il, Gas and Mining. Further advance of the mine workings
into the wet area will not be authorized unless the operator can demonstrate
that significant impacts will not occur.

Forest Service consent to the incidental boundary change is contingent upon
issuance of the actual lease modification by BIM and the operator committing to
the above provision in the Mining and Reclamation Plan (MRP) for all operations
on National Forest System lands which have the potential to encounter and
dewater faults within and adjacent to the Pleasant Valley fault system.

If you have any questions, please call us at the Forest Supervisor's Office in
Price, Utah.

Sincerely,

M%/LM

for
GEORGE A. MORRIS
Forest Supervisor

Enclosures
ce:

Richard Holbrook
Gene Nodine
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Cyprus Western Coal Company submitted an application to
Lease UTU-64263 to the Utah State Office of the Bureau
on January 14, 1991. The proposed léase modification

southwest corner of Federal Coal Lease UTU-64263. The ched to this
document (Attachments 1 and 2) show the location of Ped r oase
UTU-64263 and the proposed lease modification area. Ledse 263 and the

proposed lease modification lie entirely on lands administ y, the Price
Ranger District of the Manti-La Sal National Forest with Fade coal
administered by the Mosb District of the BLM, State of (tah. =

| .
The legal description of the proposed modification is Itifpllﬁwlz

T. 15 S., R. 7 E., SLM, Emery: COUM&M
Sec. 15: EiﬁzEl/ZSEI/“ '
Sec. 22: E1/2N31/4N$1/4
Containing 50 acres .

Cyprus Western Coal Company is8 the lessee of record for

UTU-64263. Cyprus Plateau Coal Company, a wholly ownad
Western Coal Company, is the operator of the Star Point
include the proposed modification. The mine surface f

surface/fee coal within the boundaries of the Manti-La '

approximately 17 miles southwest of Price, Utah.

The purpose of the lease modification is to 1nconpovttd col

ch lie

between the western boundary of Federal Coal Leage U-IS 7k aultﬂﬁiltem
along the western margin of the Pleasant Valley Fault | {nto rul Coal
Lease UTU-64263 for mining., It would allow Cyprus Plat uu Co any to mine
an additional 81,000 tons of recoverable coal reserves thdrwise be
isolated and bypassed becoming irretrievable. The conl d be ained
by extending the existing mine workings in Federal Conl' U 1 097 to the
west into the modification area.
The proposed action is subject to the following suthoriti al Leasing
Act of 1920 as amended; Federal Coal Leasing Amoqdnnutl-' (;aLAA).
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMR); |S ‘1ns ‘Control
and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA); Multiple-Use Sustaim d Act gf 1960;
National Forest Management Act of 1976 (NFMA): National tal Policy

t t the

Act of 1969 (NEPA); and Federal Regulations Q3 CFR 3“001‘

i
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lease is subject to Federal Regulations 30 CFR 700 to
and the State of Utah Coal Mining and Reclamation Re
surface management agency for the modification, the
lead in conducting the environmental analysis of the p
with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. Th

analysus as a joint agency.

Project scoping was initiated on March 26, 1991.

were sent to identified interested publics, requeating
1991. A list of identified interested publics is cont
file. Two letters were received. The Southeastern Ut

The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources responded that #
the potential impacts of subsidence on wildlife habitat
are available for review in the projact file, '

The ID team reviewed the EA prepared for leasing of P
UTU-64263 entitled Environmental Assessment, Cyprus-Plateatl N
Coal Lease Application UTU-64263, Castle Valley Ridge Tiact,
determined that the environmental and human setting is
issues (not already identified in the referenced EA) we
project scoping. The issues discussed in the project s
are adequately addressed in the EA. It was, therefore, dete
environmental conditions and affects of the lease modif*bs
addressed in the referenced EA,

The potential for underground coal mining to encounter
water quality, and quantity was identified in the refe

pages 5 snd 6). Recent data indicate that mining up to the fau

with the Pleasant Valley Fault system could intercept 1¢
ground water which could flow into the mine workings @
discharged to the surface. In order to prevent associs
identified that it will be necessary for the lessee/mining
horizontal holes in the coal seam, in coordination with|

(BLM), to determine how much water will be encountered dur
development workings. If significant water ism encountersd
necessary for the operator to cease the advancement, in
authorized officer (BLM), and notify the regulatary sutié
0il, Gaus and Mining). At that point in time it will beit
advance toward the fault will be approved. The operatof |
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Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The Coal Leasge Unn*i ty Critaria
(43 CFR 3461) were applied to the original lease and it ined through
the site-specific analysis that the landas were suitable:fo 1 . 3Since the
modification does not involve any additional concerng o not ‘already
considered in the unsuitability criteria, it was datorni e
nodification area is also suitable. !
The Bureau of Land Management lease decision end Forest Ss e icongent
decision are to modify Federal Cocal Lease UTU~64263 as pi d Cyprus
Western Coal Company. This alternative corresponds with A tive 2, Offer
the Tract for Leasing with Application of Management Redui discussed in
the referenced EA. As discussed in the referenced EA, thi on includes
addition of the lease stipulations (Attachment 3}. Thig tive beast meets
the management objectives of the Bureau of Land Managemént! t Service
as outlined in the LRMP and the needs of the general public.
It has been determined by the undersigned officials that the sal is not a
major Federal Action that would significantly affect the quality of the husan
environgent; therefore, an Environmental Impact Stltiﬂl#b Le 1o’ ed This

1. No significant public issues or conflicts wers: i

I& ntif dur
project scoping, which involved public noticesiof and a
public comment period.

2. The anticipated adverse effects of the propnlql e of!bctﬁvely
mitigated by special lease stipulations and p izp tation of

the SMCRA Regulations (30 CFR 700 to End) and teq of Utdh Coal
Mining and Reclamation Regulatory Program. P

3. The leasing action and anticipated lease dewl1
adverse affect to cultural or significant paleon
floodplains or Threatened, Endangered or Sensiti:
species., Lesase stipulations, the SMCRA Regulations
End) and the State of Utah Mining and Rcclamution’ﬂe
provide for adequate protection of such rouauryul

4. There will be no adverse impacta to prime o
farmlands, or timberlands; alluvial valley f1lu

5. The proposed action ig consistent with objactivﬂ
Manti-La Sal National Forest Land and Renourcn*?l*n

L

The Bureau of Land Management leasing decision is lubd¢¢a )
Interior Board of Land Appeals. The Forest Service conpsn

to administrative review in accordance with Federal R b OFR 217 and
36 CFR 251, subpart C, in the case of decisions regard: : : mnthulqmtl
authorizing occupancy and use of National Forest System ) you iqualify
under 251, you can elect which process to use for obtamd of the
decision, but in so doing you thereby forfeit all right; the sane
decision under the other review process. Any appeal of' alsion ﬁust
include the information required by 36 CFR 217.9 or 36 cpn 25 *Content of
Notice of Appeal," including the reasons for appeal. k the

Notice of Appeal must be filed with the Chief, USDA Fov‘lt St




f i
! o ko
. Y
. |

.
I
o

96090, Washington DC 20090-6090, within 45 days of ‘the| daite of 'publication in
the Ogden Standard Examiner for appeals under 36 CFR 21% o w?tﬁip 45 days of
the date of this decision for appeals under 36 CFR 251, This decision may be

implemented within 7 days after the legal notice of thqjdﬂtiu oq 8 published
in the Ogden Standard Examiner. ‘

Complisnce with the terms and conditiong of the lease apd | e istrative
actions associated with the lease contained in Federal R la ign 43 3FR 3400
are the responsibility of the Bureau of Land Management, As equired under the
Federal Coal Leasing Amendments Act of 1976 and the asbo tions, actions

* 1
pursuant to the lease which could affect surface resour ﬂlh u3 ¢ongultation
and consent of the Forest Service. .

The lease modification will be issued non-competitively in| acco ‘ﬁnce with the
procedures set forth in 43 CFR 3432, '

Consent by: /*? ‘ T
fo . GRAY F. REYNOLDS, !
USDA Forest Service, Intermountain iReglom o ! ;
Federal Building i ’
324 25th Street :
Ogden, Utah 84401

iy
S M, P
Burpau of Land Management r
ah State Office i
South State, Suite 301 i
Lake City, Utah 8 111-2303

Approved by:






