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Ms. Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Permit Supervisor

Division of 0il, Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah 84180

Dear Pam:

The Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) has reviewed the proposed
Incidental Boundary Change for Cyprus-Plateau's Star Point Mine
(ACT/007/006) in Carbon County. We have the following comments and
recommendations regarding this proposed change.

DWR's primary concern is the breakout area in Little Park Canyon
that is associated with the proposed boundary change. This is an
area that supports a wide variety of wildlife, including deer, elk,
moose, black bears, and a number of raptor species. Any type of
surface disturbing activity can cause these species to abandon the
area. This often results in utilization of lower quality habitats
which can cause negative impacts to these populations.

Your letter of April 29, 1992, indicated that because the
incidental boundary change is within the boundaries of Federal
Lease UTU-64263 and the environmental assessment for that lease did
not address surface disturbances, the U.S. Forest Service would be
conducting an environmental assessment to address the proposed

disturbances. The Forest Service indicated to wus that
on~-the~ground NEPA assessments for this proposal would be conducted
sometime this summer. As DWR participates in this on-site

assessment, issues regarding wildlife will become more evident.

The following are issues that are apparent at this point and which
should be addressed as this permit is being considered. There is
a buteo nest located in Little Park Canyon at almost the exact spot
proposed for the breakout. The activity of this nest will need to
be determined before the commencement of any disturbance. The
boundary change area is also potential habitat for a number of
other raptor species including the Northern goshawk, a U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service Category 2 species. A survey of the area will
need to be conducted to determine if there are any active raptor
nests in the area. Active raptor nests will require a 0.5 mile
buffer zone excluding surface disturbing activities during the
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critical nesting periods. The nesting period for raptors in this
area generally extends from February 1 to June 30.

Elk calving and deer fawning occurs within habitats found on the
proposed site. DWR suggests that activities be restricted from
May 15 to July 5 to prevent conflicts with big game during this
sensitive time of the year.

The effects of subsidence in conjunction with the proposed entries
needs to be considered. Subsidence can result in the interruption
of surface and ground water flows. Water sources are crucial to
wildlife. Moose occupy this area and are particularly reliant on
water sources and the associated riparian vegetation. Escarpment
failure dque to subsidence can destroy habitat for cliff dependent
species. Subsidence monitoring should occur with measures taken to
protect escarpments and water sources.

DWR appreciates the opportunity to comment on this action. We
expect to participate further as on-site assessment occurs. If you
have any guestions concerning our comments, please contact Ken
Phippen, Regional Habitat Manager (637-3310).

erely,
@’ Actlng Director

Timothy H. Prova
Director





