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Dear Pamela:

The Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) has reviewed the proposed
incidental boundary change (IBC) of Lease UTU-64263 for Cyprus
Plateau's Star Point Mine in Carbon County. We have the following
comments regarding this IBC.

Our primary concern is the impact on wildlife of any subsidence
that may occur within the IBC. Subsidence can impact wildlife
through the destruction of important habitat components such as
nest and roost sites, dens and burrows, and water sources. Golden
eagles and Swainson's hawks are known to nest in the vicinity of
the IBC., In addition, suitable nesting habitat exists for northern
goshawks, red-tail hawks and a number of owl species. Important
water sources in the area include Wild Cattle Hollow Creek and two
springs in Section 22.

Cyprus indicated that the IBC would be included in the current
ground and surface water monitoring plan. We fully support the
monitoring of all water sources to determine any impacts due to
subsidence. The mine layout has been developed to avoid subsidence
damage to Wild Cattle Hollow Creek which will help avoid impacts.
However, should subsidence damage occur, a 50 percent depletion in
the flow of surface waters is considered a significant impact and
should require mitigation. g

Beginning in 1981, Cyprus participated in annual raptor surveys in
conjunction with the DWR and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

The IBC area is included in the area surveyed and Cyprus' continued
participation in this program will aid in identifying nest
locations and detecting the impacts of subsidence on raptor nest
sites.

Mining within the IBC area will utilize existing surface facilities
and access to the area will be underground, The presence of a
subsidence monitoring plan will help identify any impacts to
wildlife populations and their habitats. Therefore, the DWR does
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not anticipate any significant impacts to wildlife as a result of
granting the proposed IBC.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this action. If you
have any questions, please contact Ken Phippen, Regional Habitat
Manager (637-3310).

Sincerely,

imo .
Director ' :
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