U. SaDEPT. OF THE 1
OFFICE OF SURFACE

Mine Site Evaluation £

0033 State Programb-co. .

1. Permittee/Person 9. Permit Number
PLATEAU MINING CORP. UT-007-006
2. Address 11. Field Visit Date  12. Purpose 13. SRA Present
847 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY 191 09/05/2002 0 zl '
3. City 4. State mm - dd - yyyy ) B '
14, Permit Status 15. Site Status _ 16. Facility Type
Hel UT
5 ) ;erc d 6. Phone Numb A AP SDEGK
. Zap Code . Phone Number
L 17. OSM Office # 18, CCID # 19, Land Code
84526 (435) 472-0475 140 SF
7. Operator Name, if Different than Permittee
m 20. M.SHAID# 21. State Abrev.  22. County Name
: 42-00171 UT CARBON
M M D Numb 24, State Offi
STk 23. AVS Permittee Enti umber . State Office
STAR POINT MINE CT 012 2002 o
060102
25. Hours Qs leNé s
12.0 a. Permit Review ‘ \;Q/Y\)A)\ A’ U_&w\
. N Signatyre /0L~
5.0 b. Site Visit Time gn ‘Q ‘)l z5/0
HENRY AUSTIN ID # 116
c¢. Travel Time . Review Date: T2
6.0 ) Printed Name: mm - dd - yyyy
3.0 d. Report Writing Date: | 09/25/2002 Is Supplemental MSE Page Used Y/N
Permit Type — Item 10 IP = Interim Program, PP = Permanent Program, NP = No Permit
Purpose Type Codes Item 12 CCR....Citizen Complaint Referral (non site visit)
Oxx....Oversight RFx.... Reclamation Fees CC...... Citizen Complaint (initial site visit)
Axx.... Assistance ) Fxx..... Federal Actions CCF.... Citizen Complaint Follow-up
Joint Inspection — Item 13 A joint inspection is when a state inspector accompanies an OSM inspector any time during the review of the mine site.
Permit Status — Item 14 AB....Abandoned: All surface and underground coal mining activities have ceased and
. . . o . operator has left the site without completing reclamation as defined in
A.... Active: Coal mining and reclamation activities occurring or 30 CFR 840.11(g) .
permitted but not yet disturbed, AB1..Bond Forfeiture: Bond forfeiture officially in process or completed, and.
IN....Inactive (Permanent Program Permit): Phase Il completed or reclamation in progress or not yet commenced.
Temporary Cessation of Operations.” (Interim Program Permit) AB2..Partially Reclaimed Forfeiture:  Forfeited site where all bonds have been
Coal mining completed and reclamation activities initiated. - used to reclaim site, but site not reclaimed to Program standards.

BR...Bond Release: Reclamation completed and State Re ulatory ~ AB3..Reclaimed Forfeiture: Forfeited site that has been reclaimed to Program standards.
Authority (RA) has released all otpthe bond (Phase Il Release.) NA...Not Applicable: When site is unpermitted.

Site Status Codes — tem 15 NS..Non-Site Visit: Status of site not determined.
ND...No Disturbance: No coal mining and reclamation MC..Mining Complete: No mining activity on site, FP.. Forfeiture Pending: The RA is pursuing

operations have been started. site regraded and awaiting phase bond release. actions to revoke the permit, collect the
EX..Coal Exploration: Coal exploration operaticns TC..Temporary Cessation: The EA has granted performance bond(s), and/or reclama-

have started and where coal mining operations cessation of mining pursuant to 30 CFR 816/ tion of forfeited site is in progress.

have not begun. 817.131(b). FR..Forfeited and Reclaimed: Forfeiture
AP.. Active Coal Producing: Coal surface mining P1...Phase | Release: Atleast Phase | bond release reclamation completed.

activities are occurring. . granted for entire permitted area. For interim FO..Abandoned Site: Abandoned site that
AN.. Active Non-Producing: Active non-producing permits, partial bond release. is permitted but there is no bond.

faciK}ly such as tigple or preparation plant. P2.. Phase |l Release: Atleast Phase Il bond release WC.Wildcat: Coal mining and reclamation
NM..No Mining: The Permit Status is active, site is for the entire permitted area. operations have or are taking place and

not in Temporary Cessation, no surface coal P3.. Phase I}l Release: Reclamation completed and the activity is not covered by the

mining activity, and site not regraded. the RA has released all bond. required permits from the RA.

Facility Type Codes —Item 16 p_ Ancillary (Haulroad, Conveyor, and/or Rails) H...Exploration Permits L... Remining site permitied
A... Surface - E... Refuseand/or Impoundment 1... Notice of Intent to Explore under 30 CFR785.25
B... Underground - F... Loading Facility and/or Tipple J... Exempt 16 and 2/3 . .

C... Preparation Plant G... Stockpiles K...Government Financed Construction Exemption

Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act (SBREFA)
Your Comments Are Important
The Small Business and Agriculture Regulatory Enforcement Ombudsman and 10 Regional Fairness Boards were established to receive comments fromj
small businesses about Federal agency enforcement actions. The Ombudsman will annually evaluate the enforcement activities and rate each acency's
responsiveness to small business. If you are a small business (a business with 500 or fewer employees including those of affiliates) Page 1 of

and wish to comment on the enforcement or compliance activities of OSM, call 1-888-REG-FAIR (1-888-734-3247). Revised December 4, 1998
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28. Performance Standard Categories

Codes: 1=Compliance, 2=Noncompliance, 3=Not Planned, 4=Not Started, 5=Noncompliance Identified ElSewhere, 6=Previously Cited

A. Administrative D. Backfilling & Gradin i
1. _1 Mining within Valid Permit 1._1 Expgsed Opemnzs I-II R%Subsxdence Control Plan
2. _1_Mining within Bonded Area 2._1 Contemporaneous Reclamation "1 9 sRoad Construction
3. _1_Terms & Conditions of Permit 3._1 Approximate Original Contour 51 Certification
4. 1 Liabilit}k/l Insurance " 4._1 Highwall Elimination 3.1 Drainage
g' i ?wners P ?d Control 5._1 Steep Slopes (includes downslope) 4.1 Surfacing and Maintenance
-1 _Temporary Cessation 6._3 Handling of Acid & Toxic Materials 51 Reclamation
7.1 AML Rec. Fees -- Non-Respondent 7 _1_Stabilization (rills and gullies) J. Signs & Markers
8._1 AML Rec. Fees - Failure to Pay |, Excess Spoil Disposal "1°1 Siens
B. Hydrologic Balance 1._3 Placement 21 M%ur"lkers
1.1 Drainage Control : 2.3 Drainage Copgrol' K. _1 Distance Prohibitions
2._1 Inspections & Certifications 3._3_ Surface Stabilization L. Re tati
3._1_ Siltation Structures 4._3 Inspections & Certifications L { %?e eltggve Cover
4._1 Discharge Structures F. Coal Mine Waste 21 Tirﬁi N -
5._1 Diversions (Refuse Piles/Impoundments) M 1 Post g ing Land U
6__1_ Effluent Limits 1. 1 Dralnage Control . _4 Fostmining Lan se
7.1 Ground Water Monitoring 2._ 1 Surface Stabilization N. Other
8._1 Surface Water Monitoring © 3._1 Placement General
9._3 Drainage -- Acid-Toxic Matenals 4._1 Inspections and Certifications Performance
10._3 _Impoundments 5._3 Impounding Structures Catagory
11._3 _ Stream Buffer Zones G. Use Of Explosives G_ 1 1)special focus; blasting
C. Topsoil & Subsoil 1._1 Blaster Certification ' -
1 _1_ Removal 2._1 Distance Prohibitions 2
2._1 Substitute Materials 3._1_ Blast Survey/Schedule -_—
3._1 Storage and Protection 4._1 Warnings & Records 3)
4. 1 _Redistribution 5.1 Control of Adverse Effects —_— 7 ,
Performance Standard Catagories . E. Excess Spoil Disposal (816/817.71-74)
30 CFR Counterpart , 1. PACEIMIENL .o eoevevevresrerresssessessenssesnee s sssessnsseseseeseeeees s
A. Administrative 2. Drainage Control ........ccccecven.
1. VKA PEITL.ovevveveerreesemmsassssosssessssssessesssssssesessessssssssesesenseneees 3. Surface Stabilization
2. Mining within Bonded Area............ 4. Inspections & Certifications
43. I’l“ ;rtr,gllgt&IConditions of Permit F. Coal Mine Waste (Refuse Piles/Impoundments) (816/817.81-84)
. Liability Insurance........ccecoeceuenee ) ]
5. Ownership and CONOL......o...cveeveerereesiesseseenseenereoreross ) 1. Drainage Control .........cocuviircinniiinns ettt e et se e s e reresanreaee
6. Temporary Cessation...........cooe..ocoovvon.. 2. Surface StabiliZation.......ocovrviueiiireeinieincin s
7. ERec Fees -- Non-Respondant...............coovveeen.n. 870.15(b) 3. PLACETNENL. o eevvsonrecees s
8. AML Rec. Fees - Failure t0 Pay........cccooeveevuererericeicen. 870.15(a) ‘5‘ %nspecug.ns aggu%ﬁgcamns
B. Hydrologic Balance (816/817.41-57) . . Ixanom; I;ng Sy
. osive:
1. Drainage CODLIOL.......cooeiiiiiiiiiiieee e s i se o X[_) l~
2. Inspections & Certifications . Blaster Certification........
3. Siltation SIUCHUTES. .....e.vvevereeececeeeeceeeeeesee e sseee e ss e . Distance Prohibitions.....
4. Discharge Structures : . \I’?'vlast 'Survgcy;{Scheccllule ..........................
5, DIVEISIONS.«eeveeuriarsiveercernieereesee it e e see e - varnings €COTdS ..oovvvenne :
6. E%f‘iil:rll?rliinﬁts.........,.' ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . COntrol Of AAVErse BIEctS.....c.ovvivurverreriereeresceeeseseereseceereensseeseneeseaes
;/; gfﬂmd VWVatef hl\;llonitor@ng ' . Subsidence Control Plan (817.121-122)
. Surface Water MODItOTINE. ......c.evueverererarmrecreterreeeraeceenasreen. -
9. Drainage--Acid - Toxic Materials . Roads " (816/817.150-151)
10. IMPOUNAMENLS....ccmemiuimeuiiiiemieeireierieereeeee e eeeee et eesesee e . Road Construction........ceccccveeeenee et a oo b et b teesresenearanaanean 150(c)
fer ZONES.....uven.... . s CETTICALION. 1 v eeeeeeinerereeaenresessebasseste et esseae e e eme e s mmsenean 151(a)
11. Stream Buffer Zomes........ccoccereeeiiniiciniiiinereece e Drsinase 1500y 151(
. L AT A .. eneenneieesecneerassrrricasereranencsessnssnsisssinssscasansasssronsosnsonsan -
C. Topsoil & Subsoil . Surfac:l%g and Maintenance. .........coeeveeeereececsnercrionsesnences 150(e)-151(d)
1. Remova]__“,_m““! ........................................ . ReClamation. .. ..oiioe v cieeiiee et e 150(f)
§~ §?£§i?; 134;;32;13&1 . Signs & Markers (816/817.11)
4 Redis%ribution .............. - .......................................................... 2' i}gn]: """"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 11()(11))1 ((‘é))’((bg’i((g
’ . . R £ 4 (= o T OO R a),(b),(d),(e),
D.l 1? athgl(l:)nge iGradmg 816/817.13, 14 (?51 6;8812729151 2502 K. Distance Prohibitions | it
. Exposed Openings..........cccceuu.. . 1.
2. Contemporaneous Reclamation...........ccccovveiicr i, 100 L. Reveg?tamm - (816/817.111-116)
3. Approximate Original Contour.......... . 102@)(1) 1. Vegetative Cover. eetetssesee i et anea s ene et st ans 111 & 116
4. Highwall Elimination...........ccccccceuenn. 102(2)(2) 2+ TIMRG. oot 113
5. Steep Slopes (includes downslope).........coccvcveniciiicnnvcccnnene. 107 M. Postmining Land Use (816/817.133)
6. Handling of Acid & Toxic Materials..........ccccooceveiniiiacnnennae. 102(c) _ . R
7. Stabilization (rills and gUIHES).............orvvveerrrererrrererrrrenneonn. 95(b) Revised December 4, 1998 £2g€ 2 of ___




September 25, 2002

Plateau Mining Corp.
847 Northwest Highway 191
Helper, Utah 84526

Star Point Mine

September 5, 2002

Complete oversight inspection &

Special focus evaluation (blasting notifications)

Participants: _

Johnny Pappas, Plateau Mining Corp.

Karl Houskeeper, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM)
Daron Haddock, DOGM

Wayne Western, DOGM

Pete Hess, DOGM

Henry Austin, Office of Surface Mining (OSM)

I participated in a complete oversight inspection and special focus evaluation of the Star
Point Mine with the above participants. The joint DOGM / OSM evaluation team selected
this mine for evaluation of on going reclamation, offsite impacts, and the special focus
topic of blasting notification procedures. Weather conditions were hot and dry with
thundershowers in the area. Mine site conditions were also very dry throughout the areas
inspected. We conducted the blasting notifications review on Sept. 4, and also completed
a records review for our complete inspection. We began and completed our inspection at
the mine site on Sept. 5. I reviewed DOGM Salt Lake City office records for the mine on
Sept. 3. That records review included, but was not limited to the following: 1/28/02
Permit Renewal for the mine including 2 special conditions and AVS clearance with a
permit condition to comply with outstanding corporate settlement agreements in KY &
VA; 4/02 post mining land use changes correspondence with DOGM deficiencies to the
permittee and conditional approvals from DOGM,; 3/02 correspondence regarding
Sunnyside Refuse/Slurry re-permitting the Star Point refuse pile (this had not been
approved yet); 3/02 DOGM comments regarding the permittee’s request to reduce water
monitoring locations/recommends approval except for spring 971; UPDES reports which
were copied to DOGM from the permittee are current as are UPDES Permit issued 8/6/02
to Sunnyside Refuse for the refuse pile area; sed pond and refuse pile inspections are
current; D & D trucking service are providing logs of refuse trucking from Star Point to
the Sunnyside Refuse facility; current surface and groundwater monitoring is available;
liability insurance is adequate and revised bonding / surety agreements were reviewed.
This concluded our records review and all records reviewed were in order.




Star Point Mine; pg. 2

Our Sept. 4 special focus evaluation of blasting notification procedures was limited to
only one blast which the permittee conducted 9/29/01 to demolish the coal silo at the
former railroad loadout. This evaluation and findings are written in our team special
focus evaluation report, and will not be fully reiterated here. Our team recommendation
was that the permittee needs to maintain copies of written notifications provided to those
residences / structures within one-half mile of the blasting area. These parties and others
actually were present and witnessed the blast, but the permittee could not locate copies of
a written notice.

We began our field inspection and the mine site was very active with ongoing
reclamation activity, and refuse material being hauled to and from the large refuse pile
(post-law area west of the access/haulroad). The old refuse area (pre-law redisturbed by
post law activity) east of the access/haulroad is located in what was the principal drainage
channel in this area prior to mining. Scrapers and dozers were active moving this refuse
to the main refuse area. This material is also being hauled by D & D Trucking to
Sunnyside Refuse and burned at their co-generation station. This channel is designed to
serve as the main runoff channel for the post mining areas. We briefly discussed the
permanent channel design and construction with the Nielson Construction, Inc. on site
foreman who was very helpful, and Mr. Pappas also We inspected throughout the mine
and made stops and observations at the following: reclaimed Mine # 1 which eliminated
pond 3 and a pre-law drill road; current work at the Lion’s deck was being mulched /
tacked today and this work was completed, county road 290 was also improved through
~ the reclamation areas, and runoff drainage control was completed also; pond # 1 was
ehmmated in the Lion’s deck reclamation and pond # 2 remains.

We inspected the refuse pile and runoff control is intact and functioning as designed.
Sunnyside Refuse will repermit all runoff control and additional operational areas
adjacent to the pile. A new access / haulroad to the refuse pile is also being explored.

Sed ponds inspected were all dry due to the extended drought in the area, and no offsite
impacts were evident in this active refuse mining area. The operators have placed durable
road surfacing on the active haulroads and were watering for dust suppression. Surface
water runoff is controlled and not running over the pile outslopes, and MSHA safety
berms were constructed. We inspected the former railroad loadout area which was
reclaimed as a work / storage area for the railroad. This concluded the inspection.

Please direct any questions concerning this report to Henry Austin at haustin @osmre.gov
or to (303) 844-1400 x1466.




