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. Yo me

Dear Mr. lLof:

On June 27, 1985, MSHA Coal Mine Safety and Health Supervisor, Tony Gabossi
of the Price Subdistrict office, in a phone conversation, relayed
information to you concerning the necessity of pumping water from the mine
to prevent short circuiting the ventilation system in the manshaft dips area
of the mine.

Presently, air returning from the manshaft dips contains approximately 0.32%
methane, producing 981,000 cubic feet of methane every 24 hours. If a short
circuit in the ventilation were created by water buildup, methane being
liberated would not be diluted sufficiently and could cause an explosion
hazard.

Past experience, a mine explosion in the 19 Left section om April 29, 1979,
indicates it would be necessary to maintain ventilation to prevent short
circuiting of air flow. A copy of the official report of investigation
concerning events surrounding the explosion is enclosed for your review.

The mine produces approximately 425 gallons of water every minute, and about
600 gallons of water per minute can be pumped. It is recommended by MSHA
that pumping of water from the mine be allowed to prevent a water buildup
that could cause a hazard to the miners, as long as corrective action to
abate conditions present in the settling pond continues.

If MSHA can be of any further assistance concerning this matter, do not
hesitate to contact this office at 303/236-2740.

Sincerely,

2 l.rz 7

John W. Barton
District Manager
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Utah Division of 0il, Gas, and Mining GAS g M FOiL

355 W. North Temple Ning

3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203

Re: Water Conditions, Manshaft Dips,
Sunnyside Mine No. 1, ID No. 42-00093,
Kaiser Coal Corporation, Sunnyside,
Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Lof:

On June 27, 1985, MSHA Coal Mine Safety and Health Supervisor, Tony Gabossi
of the Price Subdistrict office, in a phone conversation, relayed
information to you concerning the necessity of pumping water from the mine
to prevent short circuiting the ventilation system in the manshaft dips area
of the mine.

Presently, air returning from the manshaft dips contains approximately 0.32%
methane, producing 981,000 cubic feet of methane every 24 hours. If a short
circuit in the ventilation were created by water buildup, methane being
liberated would not be diluted sufficiently and could cause an explosion
hazard.

Past experience, a mine explosion in the 19 Left section on April 29, 1979,
indicates it would be necessary to maintain ventilation to prevent short
circuiting of air flow. A copy of the official report of investigation
concerning events surrounding the explosion is enclosed for your review.

The mine produces approximately 425 gallons of water every minute, and about
600 gallons of water per minute can be pumped. It is recommended by MSHA
that pumping of water from the mine be allowed to prevent a water buildup
that could cause a hazard to the miners, as long as corrective action to
abate conditions present in the settling pond continues.

If MSHA can be of any further assistance concerning this matter, do not
hesitate to contact this office at 303/236-2740.

Sincerely,

2 #

John W. Barton
District Manager



. APPENDIX H
. Sunnyside No. 1 Mine (I.D. 42-00093) ¥
- SO Kaiser Steel Corporation '
' ‘Sunnyside, Carbon County, Utah _ .
Sketch of Explosion Area Showing . ‘ X
Information Gathered by Investigation Team '
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