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February 11, 1994

TO: Lowell P. Braxton, Associate Director, Mining

FROM: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisor

Re: Chronology of Water Canyon, Sunnyside Coal Company,
Sunnygide Mine, ACT/007/007, Folder #2, Carbon Count
Utah

Pursuant to your request, I have compiled the chronology
associated with the deletion of Water Canyon from Title V
jurisidiction and transferred to Title IV. I have attached the
appropriate documents related to the permitting actions.

February 13, 1989

Memo to Water Canyon Site File From Chris Rohrer.

Jim Fricke notified AML of a pre-Act coal refusge pile in
Water Canyon located inside the Sunnyside Mine permit area.
Plate III-23 in Sunnyside Mine plan shows all disturbance in both
forks of Water Canyon as being post-law disturbance. Declared
ineligible for AMR Funding because it is active and there is a
"continuing reclamation responsibility". It is concluded that
the Water Canyon sgite will no longer be considered for
reclamation as part of the Book Cliffs Project.

Maxrch 13, 1992

0OSM Oversight inspection.

As a result of this inspection, violation #N92-32-4-1 was
issued on March 16, 1992 for "failure to extinguish coal mine
waste fires in accordance with the plan approved by the Division
and MSHA" on the Coarse Refuse Pile and Water Canyon Refusge Pile.
This violation was terminated on September 21, 1992.

Violation #N92-32-5-1 was also isgsued on March 16, 1992 for
"failure to pass disturbed area drainage through a siltation
control treatment structure(s)" on the Water Canyon Refuse Pile.
This violation was terminated on May 12, 1992 because "the
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operator has submitted plans and designs for sediment control
around the Water Canyon Refuse Pile. The operator must implement
the approved abatement measures no later than 15 days after
Division approval of amendment ACT/007/007-92D". (NOTE: This
amendment was denied August 7, 1992.)

April 28, 1992

Sunnyside Coal Company submits an amendment (ACT/007/007-
92D) for sediment control on the Water Canyon Refuse Pile.

August 7, 1992

Amendment ACT/007/007-92D is denied.

January 25, 1993

Amendment ACT/007/007-92D, is resubmitted for the disturbed
area in Water Canyon. The permittee proposes to redefine the
disturbed area to delete the refuse pile due to its pre-law
nature. The proposal includes the history of the Water Canyon
Refuse and divides the activity into four periods:

1) Early 1920’s through 1952, refuse pile was actually
created,
2) 1952 through August 1973, all material from the No.2
Mine was transported by belt to cars which were hoisted from the
mine by the Fan Canyon hoist--cars were transported underground
to the preparation plan, emerging from one portal and entering
the opposite portal, crossing the trestle across Water Canyon,

3) September 1973 to 1989, no refuse was removed through
the Water Canyon portals,and

4) June to October 1985, two small areas of the No. 2 Mine
were being worked, but no refuse material was removed through the
Water Canyon portals.

Permittee maintains that the disturbed area markers have
been erroneously placed to include the refuse pile.

April 29, 1993

Memo to Pamela Grubaugh-Littig from Jesse Kelley.

This memo recommends that the permittee be allowed to
redefine the disturbed area boundary in Water Canyon.



Chronology of Water Canyon
Sunnyside Coal Company
ACT/007/007

Page 3

May 17, 1993

Memo to Lowell Braxton from Pamela Grubaugh-Littig.

This memo requests a signoff from AML to take responsibility
for the pre-law pile before Title V releases the liability.

May 25, 1993

Luci Malin and Henry Sauer toured the Water Canyon Area.

July 28, 1993

Priscilla Burton and Luci Malin toured the Water Canyon
Area.

September 22, 1993

Henry Sauer, Jess Kelley, Lowell Braxton, Mary Ann Wright,
Luci Malin, Gary Gray and Peter Hess discussed the eligibility of
the refuse pile for AML consideration on site. It was decided
that the road alignment, if the road continued in a straight line
until the cliff face was intercepted, would be the line between
Title IV and Title V. The area to the south of that line had not
been used for coal mining activities since approximately 1953,
except for the placement of soil material over burning coal spoil
to control the fire. The area north of the road is Title V.

cc: Mary Ann Wright
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T0: Water Canyon Site File
AMR/007/031

Book Cliffs Project Legal File
AMR/007/913/L

FROM:  Chris Rohrer (&~

Reclamation Specialist

RE: Active Status of Site

Jim Fricke told me last October 28 of a pre-Act coal refuse
pile in Water Canyon (T15S, R14E, Sec 5 SEXL or Sec 8 NWA) inside the
Kaiser Sunnyside permit area. On January 31 I telephoned Jim, who
described the pile as partially revegetated, eroding, and “"pretty good
sized." He had made Kaiser do some drainage control work to prevent
erosion. On February 6, still unclear on the status of the pile after
looking through the Kaiser MRP, I asked John Whitehead what he knew.
John said he would assign someone to investigate pile.

Pam Grubaugh-Littig today showed me what she found out about
the status of the HWater Canyon pile. The pile is inside the Kaiser
Mine permit area. Although the pile is not specifically identified on
the map, Plate III-23 of the Kaiser MRP (Current vegetation and
pre-law disturbed areas) shows all disturbance in both forks of HWater
Canyon as being post-law disturbance. Reclamation of the refuse pile
(burial with imported soil) is included in Kaiser's bond estimate for
the Water Canyon area, along with portal closures. From this it
appears that the area is ineligible for Abandoned Mine Reclamation
Funds as it is active and there is a "continuing reclamation
responsibility," namely the Kaiser Mine under SMCRA. The Water Canyon
site will no longer be considered for reclamation as part of the Book
Cliffs Project.
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Sunnyside Coal Co. (SCC)
P.0O. Box 99

Sunnyside, UT 84539
801-888-4421

Sunnyside Mine
ACT/007/007

Partial inspection
3/13/92

Mitchell S. Rollings, 370, OSM
Henry Sauer, DOGM

Karl Houskeeper, SCC

Gary Gray, SCC

This was a partial oversight inspection. The number and nature of the
violations observed limited the time available for an inspection and as a
result SCC and DOGM estimated that we only saw about ten percent of the
mine. The areas that we inspected or partially inspected were the Coarse

-Refuse Pile (CRP), the slurry impoundments, Water Canyon_portél area
{(reclaimed), and the Fan Canyon portal area.

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS

DOGM issued four Notice of Violations (NOV). NOV 92-32-2-1 cites R645-301-
553.100 and 553.130. This NOV was issued to address a sinkhole that had
formed in Water Canyon. The portals on the SE side of the disturbed area
in this canyon ran parallel to the canyon bottom and were only slightly
offset to the S from the intermittent channel. N and E of the portals were
stockpiles of soil and equipment from development work. The portals have
been sealed, backfilled, and reclaimed. A sinkhole has formed in the
bottom of the canyon in the intermittent channel. We could see down about
ten feet and could see a roof bolt and a piece of twisted track. Our
initial impressions were that the entry had subsided inby the portal seal.
The next day, one of the SCC personnel climbed down into the hole. He said
that he could not see the coal seam and it appeared that the water coming
into the hole was running to the W under the stream channel. Because of
this, we were unsure whether or not the water was actually entering the
mine. SCC believes that there was a void in the material stockpiled
adjacent to the portals and this is what has subsided. In any event, SCC
will excavate to the extent of the void to see exactly what is happening.
Depending on what is encountered, SCC will backfill the void area if it was
just in the stockpiled material or will reseal the entry inby the void and
then backfill. If the entry has subsided and the water is entering the
mine, SCC will notify MSHA.
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NOV 92-32-3-1 cites R645-301-742.113 for erosion on the CRP, Fan Canyon and
the access road, and the face of the East Slurry Cell. The CRP had two
deep gullies that were in violation. O©One was from the lowest terrace
elevation to the road at the toe of the CRP and the other was on the S side
of the third terrace from the bottom. SCC will regrade and control the
runoff. The S face of the East Slurry Cell had a number of rills that were
in violation and had not been revegetated. SCC will probably regrade,
cover the refuse material that the embankment is made from with borrow area
material, and revegetate the area. Fan Canyon and the access road had
three gullies that were in violation. Two extended down from the
substation pad to the access road. These had resulted from a breeched
berm. The third was from the access road to the canyon bottom, slightly
down the access road from the two mentioned above. We felt the best way to
eliminate the problems in this canyon was to reclaim the disturbed area.
The portals are sealed and the useable equipment taken off.

NOV 92-32-4-1 cites R645-301-528.323 for coal mine waste fires in both. the
CRP and the Water Canyon refuse pile. We did not walk around the fires
very much or too closely because of the dangers these can create. There is
documentation that the CRP has had fire problems as far back as 1876, and
OSM issued a TDN for fire in the CRP in February 1991. The fire stretched
across the face of the CRP at about the third terrace elevation with smoke
also evident above and below this terrace. A plan generated to address
MSHA concerns about the fires in 1976, calls for the pile to be covered
with two feet of non—combustible material. The Water Canyon refuse pile
was on fire in a couple of locations from about the middle. of the pile to
the east end. This was the first time that the DOGM inspector saw smoke.
He had previously only smelled the fire. This fire could be troublesome
since refuse material may have been stacked against the mineable coal seam.
The abatement measures are to extinguish the fires and eliminate the
conditions that create a fire hazard.

NOV 92-32-5-1-cites R645-301-742 and 752. This violation addresses the
lack of siltation controls for the Water Canyon refuse piles. The portal
area disturbance in this canyon drains to an approved ASCA (a silt fence)
but the refuse pile does not have any drainage controls.

I originally wrote a three part TDN to deliver to DOGM-SLC, but Mr. Lowell
Braxton requested that I not deliver it to him because he would like DOGM
to address the coal waste fires that were included in the TDN. DOGM faxed
copies of the last two NOV’s referenced above that addressed two parts of
the original TDN. When I met Mr. Braxton I indicated that another TIDN for
slurry impoundment designs may also be issued pending discussions with AFO.
As such, a two part TDN is now being issued. The contemporaneous
reclamation of the CRP is the outstanding issue from the initial TDN that
was not delivered, and the slurry impoundment designs is being issued after
my discussions with AFO.
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TDN 92-02-370-001 TV2 is issued with this report for; 1 of 2 - Failure to
contemporaneously reclaim.the coarse refuse pile. This applies from the
level of the second terrace (counted from the bottom of the pile up) to the
level of the fifth terrace. The NOV cites R645-300-143, R645-301-352, and
R645-301-553.252. The CRP has five completed lifts. The sixth is the
uppermost and still considered active. For purposes of this report, a lift
is the area between terraces, approximately fifty vertical feet. Lift is
not used to indicate the two foot compacted fill. The two lower lifts were
reclaimed during the pre-law period; though some erosion problems and
potential vegetation problems exist. The other three completed lifts are
post—-law and have not had four feet of non-toxic and non-combustible
material put over them. The material to do this will come from borrow pits
approved by DOGM. There are both environmental and safety concerns that
have arisen largely because the pile has not been covered. Fires have been
a problem in the CRP at least since 1976. There is potential for burned-
out voids to exist after a sixteen year history of fire, that we know of,
in the face of the CRP. A seep below the toce of the CRP -has a record of .
some Fe exceedances and there is a typical orange stain from Fe
precipitate. A spring close to this seep but on the other side of the
canyon does not have the Fe stain. In-mine analyses show strata with a
potential for acid-forming materials and for selenium toxicity. The CRP
itself has not been analyzed for acid or toxic—forming materials.

Environmental Power Corporation (EPC) plans to re-mine the refuse pile for
their cogeneration plant that is under construction nearby. However, SCC
is still using the CRP, it’s own permit does not address the cogeneration
plant and the effects of the plant on the SCC permitted area, and EPC has
not even submitted an application to re-mine the refuse pile yet. Given
these circumstances, I told DOGM and SCC that I could not even consider
what may or may not occur with EPC.

2 of 2 - Failure to properly design and construct impounding structures
constructed of coal mine waste, The TDN cites R645-301-743.100, 746.311,
746.312, and 746.340. The only approved designs that SCC could provide
were a geotechnical investigation and compaction studies. There are not
any approved designs with regard to containment, spillways, dewatering
methods, etc. SCC and DOGM indicated that some of this information, but
not all, has been submitted for a permit review that is in progress. This
TDN is a combination of a permit defect and performance standards
violations.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

The operator fixed two problems during the inspection. The first was a
silt fence at the old CRT pond location and the other was a silt fence at
the Fan Canyon portal area. Both were reestablished.
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Water Canyon has been partially reclaimed. The portals and the majority of
the highwalls have all been backfilled. SCC is scheduled to go back in
there this summer and finish. The remaining walls will be reclaimed and a
stream channel reestablished. A tributary drainage to Water Canyon had
started eroding through some reclamation and SCC will established a
protected channel through there this summer.

All ponds are inspected and certified quarterly. The CRP is also certified
quarterly. The roads are certified.

There were a couple of other conditions that show a potential for being in
violation. DOGM should investigate these to determine if they are in
compliance or not.

The old road to the CRP was constructed during the pre-law period
and is made out of refuse material. The embankments of this road are black
and essentially the only vegetation are scarce annuals. I suspect that
this material may be acid- or toxic-forming since the only volunteer
vegetation after all these years are annuals. Some of this material has
washed down onto the undisturbed area.

The approved bond calculations reflect 287 disturbed acres.

There are about 310 acres currently disturbed. SCC believed the difference
is because the permanent roads are not counted in the bond calculations
since they will not have to be reclaimed.

A bond calculation approved by DOGM in 11/89, requires $2,708,024
in bond. The permit issued on 1/20/91, states that SCC has posted a bond
for $2,639,088. This indicates a shortfall of $68,936. The permit states
that the bond is in the form of a First Deed of Trust for Undisturbed Lands
and Water Rights. However, SCC showed me a CD for about $78,000 that DOGM
is listed on. SCC also showed me an assessment for the water rights that
showed their value at around $6,000,000. From the information provided, I
could not tell if there was adequate bond posted since the permit states
$2,639,088 is posted, but there are documents that indicate more assets
have been devoted to DOGM.

The categories marked as in compliance on the MSEIR are only for those
areas observed, not for the entire mine.
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notice of violation

- Mailing Address

UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oil, Gas & Mining

3 Triad Center « Suite 350 « Sait Lake City, UT 84180-1203 « 801-538-5340 ’ Page 1 of 4&

NO. N_92-32~5-]

To the foliowing Permittee or Operator:

Name__ SUNNYSIDE (LOAZ CoMPARY .

-/ ’ i / }Y]
Mine_2UAIRYS IDE MINES U surface Underground L7 other
County (IIK RBD /\) State UT . Telephone ggg "‘/[/CQ/ l
Mailing Address__ 120 Rox 499 , SONNY'SIDE X ‘/55 g
State Permit No._4 PJT/QO ?/00 Z 4 ~
Ownership Category [ state [ Federal (1 Fee B Mixed

Date of inspection SAO by /‘2{/ 9L/ .19

.g// : 10:00A.M

%o Z.00 ’
Time of inspection Lg. Dam Opmto 5 b 900 Oam 0Opm
;’/7 ;2 S :
Operator Name (of é&hoﬁ Iye?rén‘tee) / Y d:oo

Under authority of the Utah Coal Mining and Reclamation Act, Section 40-10-1 et seq.. Utah Code Annotated, 1953,
the undersigned authorized representative of the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining has conducted an inspection of
above mine on above date and has found violation(s) of the act, regulations or required permit condition(s) listed
in attachment(s). This notice constitutes a separate Notice of Violation for each violation listed. :

You must abate each of these violations within the designated abatement time. You are responsible for doing all
work in a safe and workmanlike manner.

The undersigned representative finds that cessation of mining is Hisnot ] expressly or in practical effect required
by this notice. For this purpose. "mining” means extracting coal from the earth or a waste pile, and transporting it
within or from the mine site.

This notice shall remain in effect until it expires as provided on reverse side of this form, or is modified, terminated or
vacated by written notice of an authorized representative of the director of the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining. Time for
abatement may be extended by authorized representative for good cause, if a request is made within a reasonable
time before the end of abatement period. . .

Date of servic _ﬁ%// 6// 9 2/ Time of serviD am [pm
Warl HnoseKer pER QQMM@M@LM

Permittee/Operator representative ) Title

Henhy  SAQER

Division g Oilféas & I\//IZQ representatjve
<&
7va4/ g Mp// 31/

Signdture - idenfification NGmber

see reverse s o 1T 1ED RECEPT P o™ 939 S0

WHITE-DOGM  YELLW-OSM  PINK-PERMITIEE/OPERATOR - GOLDENROD-NOV FILE

DOGM/NOV-1 ] an equal opportunity employer 11/85



k ‘UTAH :
NATURAL RESOURCES
v Oil, Gas & Mining ) PogeQ . of g /

NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO. N.92.-22-5-/

Violation No.._L__of l

Nature of violation ’ ‘ ' . /
) /

Lo’ AoAAL 7. Aurdwed / oo ) dnoana sl rs NN AH A
Q .--.u-"h'..n'ma / An¢ ’u.l!’u L AALIA ehas 4] < q
*
LA -

Provisions of act, regulations or permit violated

RGYE ~301-247%
Re4& -20)-282/

Portion of operation to which notice applies N

WATER CAfoym) REFU<sE PI[E

Remedial action required (including any interim steps)

Abatement time (including interim steps)

Do LaTer  THAN Kno pM. APRlL (‘?-1.1992/

WHITE-DOGM  YELLOW-OSM  PINK-PERMITIEE/OPERATOR GOLDENROD-NOV FILE

DOGM/NOV-2 an equal opportunity employer 11/85
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v NATURAL RESOURCES

QOil, Gas & Mining

3 Triad Center « Suife 350 « Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203 « 801-538-5340 Page 1 of z

NO. N.97-32-4- |

To the following Permittee or Operator:
Name S O NYSIDE CoA oM MA}\/

Mine__SOARN, ;RDE, M)A) ES [J surface }E Underground 1 other
County (‘zﬁﬂ{ 0 A State __ O T. Telephone g X g' “I"lgj 1

Mailing Address_P.0. _ [ROX 99 Sonny SIDE 453 |

State Permit No. A b—r/ 20 ‘?A)O? 4

Ownership Category / [ state [J Federal (1 ree & Mixed
Date of inspection 3/ o~1 a'/ 99, A9

Time of inspection Yo 2 :do Ak Oam Opmto 3o 3500 Oam UOpm
Operator Name (oﬂéra‘fhbn %oeorre\'it%‘e) :f/m/ 2,200 '

Mailing Address

notice of violation

Under authority of the Utah Coal Mining and Reclamation Act, Section 40-10-1 et seq.. Utah Code Annotated, 1953,
the undersigned authorized representative of the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining has conducted an inspection of
above mine on above date and has found violation(s) of the act, regulations or required permit condition(s) listed
in attachment(s). This notice constitutes a separate Notice of Violation for each violation listed.

" You must abate each of these violations within the designated abatement time. You are responsible for doing all
work in a safe and workmanlike manner.

The undersigned represenfchve finds ’rhof cessation of mining is [:] is not (] expressly or in practical effect required
by this notice. For this purpose, “mining” means extracting coal from the earth or a waste pile, and transporting it
within or from the mine site.

This notice shall remain in effect until it expires as provided on reverse side of this form, or is modified, terminated or
vacated by written notice of an authorized representative of the director of the Division of Oil, Gas & Mining. Time for -
abatement may be extended by authorized representative for good cause, if a request is made within a reasonable
time before the end of abatement period. '

| Dofeo%@ -3/6 /921 Time of serwce O am UOpm
RARL //OUSEKEENER | /()AMWM/J asmn{vm"f_

Permittee/Operdtor represenfchvé Title

Signature

Aeoky  SALER
varsno)nil Oyf Gas & [I\:?hg representative
lontnd s oaid

Signature , Identification Number

SEE REVERSE S| CEINFITD Lceetr Vo1 419 oo

WHITE-DOGM  YELLOW-OSM  PINK-PERMITTEE/OPERATOR - GOLDENROD-NOV HLE

L4 < v

DOGM/NOV-1 : an equal opportunity employer B 11/85
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k‘ ‘ UTAH '
NATURAL RESOURCES & 2/
Oit, Gas & Mining Page of &

NOTICE OF VIOLATION NO. N.92-32.-1-|

Violation No. l of_i____
Nature of violation
..’.L_' /_s !I.-..,.-.A/ Lol , MAA/_ ALUnAAL /."! LBLALL >4
Jm'Z:k/ "‘ / ‘ o "0' ,@"/ Q/ LH AL ] , MSI/L)/)Q
(

Provisions of act, regulations or permit violated

RCAH-301-528. 223

LCA  do-lo-18 @) (h)

Portion of operation to which notice applies

Cosrse RerFose PILE
 WATER CApyor REFOSE PILE

Remedial action required (including any interim steps) .

ExTinGoisH (oAl pMiwe. wWASTE _EIRES M\oﬂ/ ELiminATE. ConbiTions”
EM_MJJM A _FIRE. HA2ARN '

Abatement time (including interim steps) .

Mo LaTer THao 500 PM.  Apral 1% 1994/

WHITE-DOGM YELLOW-OSM PINK-PERMITTIEE/OPERATOR GOLDENROD-NOV FILE

_ DOGM/NOV-2 _ an equal opportunity employer 11/85
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k UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Qil. Gas & Mining

3 Triad Center - Suite 350 - Sait Lake City, UT 84180-1203 - 801-538-5340

VACATION/TERMINATION OF
NOTICE OF VIOLATION/CESSATION ORDER

To the following Permittee or Operator:

Name SN fo-/vs De ¢ 0/@[ Com PA-'\)/V

Mailing Adaress _P.0. Rox 99 F/l(;,r'/-.uA/v (23 S()m/\/f e | ()T 845 Y
State Pemnit No. /ﬂ'/—r/f)() ?//fm)l

Utah Coal Mining & Reclamation Act, Section 40-10-1 et seq., Ufah Code Annofated (1953):

Notice of Violation No. N 94,~32-4 -~ | dated /ﬁ‘//fb 1992

Cessation Order No. C dated L 19

Part 1 of | iso vocoTedEJ terminated because [aﬂ rakian AL/ /)J,Cu/ (ﬁﬂ/ff\ Fa f/(j;f/

A’P)y*.//\/v“lvow Q/’—}-‘J\O/A\AADQ(&M /0 ,T/J/ / ,M/Q/ Q}T 9.1’11/#/ (7/)4)//{?/ P%,AJ/{‘ ﬂ),m\
Mm/\/x»f&?u@fg )() 7Mmj_9/)m/) y/w u)/ ﬂ QLS ) j) 7)//
_/' /

/7

Part of is O vacated O terminated because

Part of is O vacated O terminated  because

Date of servic@) %//7 L Time of servic Oam. ﬂ/ p.m.

- i) (ol
DF { E P Cjé TR IR S BT, N onn o,
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Signature /‘
1 v s
(i N a Ip [y
v A , i K e N . .
HiE Ry SAU _F';Q Ao D e T oA i A AN TN
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4 e
~ 7
j’" I R AT A
Signature

e
WHITE — DOGM YEL&OW - OSm PINK — PERMITTIEE/OPERATOR GOLDENROD —NOV HLE

an equal opportunity employer ) 5/85 -
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Sunnyside
Coal Company

Operations « Highway 123 « PO. Box 99 » Sunnyside, Utah 84539

April 28, 1992

Mr. Henry Sauer

Senior Reclamation Soils Specialist
Division of 0il, Gas and Mining

355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, UT 84180-1203

Dear Henrvy,

Re: Design Information - Water Canyon Refuse Pile
Sediment Control

Sunnyside Mine is providing additional information supporting the
design and installation of the silt fence for the Water Canyon
Refuse Pile. The silt fence installation abates NOV 92-32-5-1.

The silt fence is located in the drainage channel for the runoff
from the refuse pile and is V-shaped for a total length of 11 feet.
The 5-foot leg spans the bottom of the downstream channel to the
canyon wall and the 6-foot leg spans to the road on the other side
of the drainage channel. The silt fence, as-built, passes both the
25-year, 6-hour and the 10-year, 24-hour precipitation events.

The silt fence will be inspected and maintained as described in the

approved permit.
. 1 S in?e%

Gary Gray
Chief Mine Engineer

MINING o OIL st

OF
PRICE UTAN™®

cc: J. Fielder - SscCC

M. Elder - JMECo
File
Corporate Offices Sales Office West Coast Division Operations
The Registry 1350 17th Street 1345 Astoria Drive Highway 123
1113 Spruce Street Suite 350 Fairfield, CA 94533 PO. Box 99
Boulder, CO 80302 Denver, CO 80202 707-425-4506 Sunnyside, UT 84539
303-938-1506 303-534-3348 ’ 801-888-4421 -

FAX: 303-938-5050 FAX: 303-825-8626 FAX: 801-888-2581




@ State of Utah

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

Norman H. Bangerter

Governor B 266 west North Templ
Dee C. Hansen est North temple

Executive Director 3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D. Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203
Division Director 801-538-5340

August 7, 1992

Mr. Joe Fielder, General Manager
Sunnyside Coal Company

P.O. Box 99

Sunnyside, Utah 84539

Dear Mr. Fiélder:

Re:  Water Canyon Refuse Pile Sediment Control, Sunnyside Coal Company, Sunnyside
Mine, ACT/007/007-92D, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

The submittal, dated April 28, 1992, regarding this proposal is denied. Please
resubmit this proposal with the necessary information for runoff from a refuse pile by
September 15, 1992. If you have any questions, please call me or Hugh Klein.

Permit Supervisor

pgl

an equal opportunity employer
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Sunnyside ,
Coal Company

Operations « Highway 123 + P.O. Box 99 « Sunnyside, Utah 84539

D

January 21, 1993

T 7.’-3‘\:|\|/"

Ms. Pamela Grubaugh-Littig
Division of Gas, 0il & Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350

Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Dear Pan:

Re: Permit Amendment for Water Canyon Refuse Area Disturbed Area

Boundary and Sediment Control

Attached is an application to amend the permit, removing a part of
the Water Canyon Refuse Area as Pre-Law and revising the sediment
controls for the area.

We appreciate your review of this amendment.

Please call if you
have any questions.

Singerely,

Gary E. Gray
Chief Engineer

Operations

Corporate Offices Sales Office West Coast Division

The Registry 1350 17th Street 1345 Astoria Drive Highway 123

1113 Spruce Street Suite 350 Fairfield, CA 94533 PO. Box 99

Boulder, CO 80302 Denver, CO 80202 707-425-4506 Sunnyside, UT 84539
303-938-1506 303-534-3348 801-888-4421

FAX:303-938-5050

FAX: 303-825-8626

FAX: 801-888-2581




DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

355 West North Temple
Governor 3 Triad Center, Suite 350
City, Utah 84180-1203
Ted Stewart Salt Lake City, 1
Executive Director § 801-538-5340

James W. Carter 801-359-3940 (Fax)
Division Director 801-538-5319 (TDD)

@ State-f Utah

Michael O. Leavitt

April 29, 1993

TO: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisor
FROM: Jess Kelley, Reclamation Engineer /ZZ
RE: Amendment for Removal of Water Canyon Refuse Pile from Disturbed

Area, Sunnyside Coal Company, Sunnyside Mine. ACT/007/007-92D,
Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

SYNOPSIS

It is the permittee’s intention to remove the Water Canyon refuse pile
from the disturbed area as a prelaw structure. To this end, on January 25, 1993,
~ the permittee submitted Amendment 92D for Division approval. Exhibit B, "Water
Canyon Disturbed Area Boundary Map," shows the disturbed area in Water Canyon
as the permittee intends to redefine it.

ANALYSIS

The permittee has divided the history of the Water Canyon refuse pile
into four periods. Mining activities which took place during these periods are
shown on Exhibit A, "No. 2 Mine Material Extraction History," which the permittee
has included as part of the submittal.

The first period was from the early 1920s through 1952. It was
during this period that the refuse pile was actually created. Refuse material was
removed from the mine by hoist through the Water Canyon portal and placed in the
refuse pile. Placement of material in the refuse pile ceased in 1952 when the
preparation plant was built. »

The second period was from 1952 through August of 1973. During
this period, all material from the No. 2 Mine was transported by belt to cars which
were hoisted from the mine by the Fan Canyon hoist. The cars were transported.
underground to the preparation plant, emerging from one portal and entering the




[

Page 2
Amendment Memo
ACT/007/007-92D
April 29, 1993

opposite portal, crossing the trestle across Water Canyon. Refuse material went to
the rotary dump at the preparation plant.

, The third period was from September of 1973 to 1989. During this
period, all material was removed from the mine by belt up the No. 3 slope and
went directly to the preparation plant. No refuse was removed through the Water
Canyon portals. Management and fire bosses with motors, on their way to inspect
the No. 2 Mine, were the only traffic to cross the Water Canyon trestle from portal
to portal.

The fourth period was from June to October of 1985, when two smali
areas of the No. 2 Mine were being worked. Material removed from these areas
went by belt down dip to 19th left and up the No. 3 slope to the preparation plant.
As in the two previous periods, no refuse material was removed through the Water
Canyon portals.

According to the permittee, Water Canyon has seen, since 1973, only
occasional surface inspections, occasional cleanout of sediment accumulated
beneath the trestle, the capping of fires outside the designated refuse pile area,
and occasional use of the trestle and track for transportation of workers and
material. The permittee further maintains that the disturbed area markers have
been erroneously placed to include the refuse pile. From the material in the
submittal, from my conversations with other Division staff members, and from my
familiarity with the Water Canyon area, the permittee’s chronology appears to be
correct. There appears to be no reason why the Water Canyon refuse pile should
not be removed from the disturbed area and, thus from the permmee S
reclamation responsibility.

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that Amendment 92D be approved and that the
permittee be allowed to redefine the disturbed area boundary in Water Canyon as
shown in Exhibit B of the submnttal

SSWRF.MEM



| :Q-\- Stateof Utah .
o "DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESQURCES Eol
V} DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

355 West North Temple
3 Triad Center, Suite 350
It Lake City, Utah 84180-
Ted Stewart Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203
Executive Director J 801-538-5340

James W. Carter | 801-359-3940 (Fax)
Division Director 8 801-538-5319 (TDD)

Michael O. Leavitt
Governor

May 17, 1993
To: Lowell P. Braxton, Associate Director, Mining
From: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisor. 171 =
Re: - Signoff from AML for Removal of Water Canyon Refuse Pile from the

Disturbed Area, Sunnyside Coal Company, Sunnyside Mine,
ACT/007/007-92D, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

!

Sunnyside Coal Company (SCC) has proposed to remove the Water Canyon
refuse pile from the disturbed area as a prelaw structure. The initial proposal was
denied on August 7, 1992 and the permittee resubmitted information on January
25, 1993 that has been reviewed by Jesse Kelley, see attached memo.

Before this amendment can be approved, a letter from AML taking
responsibility for the pre-law pile is probably in order, i.e. before the liability is
released from Title V the liability should be shifted to Title IV. This pile was %/
included in the disturbed area in the original permit, but has not been reaffected by
post law mining, which is the argument of the permittee for releasing the pile from
the disturbed area.

| have attached information relative to the amendment for your review.
Please let me know how | should proceed with this issue. Thank you.






