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Monday, July 20, 2020

Steve Christensen and I conducted  inspection at the Sunnyside Mine.  It is my opinion,  the Division of Oil, Gas, and 
Mining should release jurisdiction of the Sunnyside Mine.  The reclamation area is well vegetated with a diversity of 
plant life.  There is no sign of sediment leaving the mine site.  There are no major erosions rills.  I could only find a 
couple of minor erosions rills of 1 to 2 inch deep.  I could not find any offsite impacts at the Sunnyside Mine area, which 
the Division reclaimed.

I recommend that jurisdiction of Sunnyside Coal, C/0070007 should be released by the Division of Oil, Gas and 
Mining.   A letter to the landowner Penta Creeks L.L.C., 140 South Newton, Albert Lea MN 56007 stating that 
jurisdiction is released will need to be written.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

39

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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The trustee request Sunnyside Coal- Order re sale of Footprint Property to Penta 
Creek L.L.C. at the Court Motion on May 21, 1998.  Footprint Property is the location 
of the Sunnyside mine.  A portion of the buildings and property will be kept and used 
by COVOL as a third party “Beneficiary”.  COVOL had a five (5) year rental contract 
with Penta Creek.  In the May 21, 1998 Court Motion, on page 3, Section 5c states 
the following: “Specifically, COVOL with regard to the hole in the upper bridge over 
Grassy Trail Creek, COVOL, for itself and its successors and assigns, agrees that it 
shall by said deadline repair, gate or otherwise secure said hole so it will not pose a 
hazard to the public”.  COVOL has blocked the bridge from vehicle access, but, not 
for foot traffic.  The public can walk on the bridge.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

All topsoil was use in reclamation.

3.     Topsoil

The area is pocked.  I did not see any sediment going off site.

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

The reclaim area was free of non-coal waste material.

8.     Noncoal Waste

 Wildlife graze this area.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

No slides or other damage was notice.

10.   Slides and Other Damage

The reclamation area was backfill and graded.

12.   Backfilling And Grading

The site is well vegetated.

13.   Revegetation
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