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June 18, 1981

Mr. Jimmie Tisdale

Acting Area Manager

U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Federal Building, Room 1311
125 South State Street

Salt Lake City, Utah 84138

Attention: Mr. Clark Johnson

RE: Sage Point--Dugout Mine
Fureka Energy
ACT/007/009
Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Tisdale:

This letter is a response to a request from Eureka Energy Company to seek
a consultation concerning the presence of golden eagle nests on the proposed
Sage Point-Dugout Mine. Following is a history of the situation as understood
by the Division:

December 1980

Eureka PBnergy Company submitted a mining and reclamation plan /MRP). The
applicant’s consultant for baseline data, the Utah Division of Wildlife
Resources (UDWR), provided the information found on pages II-392 and 393 of
the MRP which states that "no active golden eagle nests have been found.” An
alternative golden eagle nest was located in W 1/4, Section 26, Township 13
South; Range 12 Fast. No other golden eagle nests were located in the permit
area prior to the time of application.

March 1981

UDWR, continuing their basline data collection, located four (4)
additional golden eagle eyries. Three of the total of five eyries were
identified as active. DPlease refer to the enclosed report for the locations
and status as proposed by UDWR ’Attachment T).
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May 1981

Due to the sensitive nature and status of the golden eagle, Eureka engaged
a professional ornithologist, Dr. Jan Young, to further document the status of
the five nests. Her report (Attachment II) is enclosed and pictures are being
forwarded. Dr. Young made an indefinite finding concerning Nest #2 in Fish
Creek Canyon, SW 1/4, Section 16, Township 13 South, Range 12 Bast. This nest
is questioned as to its active status and yet it is of a critical nature in
relation to mine development. Dr. Young was unable to verify whether the nest
was active or not based both on her field observations and on UDWR's field
notes (Attachment I).

June 1981

As part of the RAM program, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service {(USFWS)
personnel flew the proposed Eureka permit area the week of June 8, 1981. Mr.
Jim Munson of your staff allowed me to review the rough field notes made on
the maps for this and other mine sites on June 16, 1981. Nest # in Fish
Creek Canyon has been labelled on the map as "active/failed." All other nest
designations fell in categories of "active," "inactive" or "tended." ’

Because the Division is actively working towards permitting this mine, we
are asking that your staff provide us with a professional evaluation of the
situation. Specifically, this Division and Eureka Energy Company require
resolution of the following:

1. Is there a basis for designating Nest #2 in Fish Creek Canyon as
"active/failed”" Dr. Young and Fureka would like to know what the
evidence was that Nest #2 was active in 1981.

2. If Nest #2 can be proven to have been active in 1981, what then is
the evidence that it had failed?

3. If Nest #2 in Fish Creek Canyon was not active in 1981, is the pair
of golden eagles which have been spotted by UDWR and Dr. Young in
Fish Creek Canyon nesting elsewhere? Eureka is prepared to engage
Dr. Young to investigate Nest #2 and to try to locate the nesting
pair. Should the Division recommend that Eureka engage Dr. Young to
execute such an investigation? As I'm sure you realize, any further
investigation should take place in the very near future since young
eaglets will be fledging soon.
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4. Regardless of the status of Nest #2 in 1981, what measures should be
taken concerning this nest to offset future problems for the

permitting and construction of the mine?

What is the professional

opinion of USFWS regarding the relation of mine development to the
five nests discovered by UDWR as well as additional nests discovered
on Bureka's proposed permit area during the USFWS helicopter

flights?

Bureka Energy can provide maps of proposed mine development

in relation to nests as needed.

The Division appreciates your expertise and legal jurisdiction on these

matters and awaits a timely response.

please contact me.

cc: Shirley Lindsay, OSM
Lee Spencer, DOGM

If T can be of further assistance,

Sincerely,
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¥ARY ANN WRIGHT -
RECLAMATION BIOLOGIST

Nick Temnikov, Eureka Energy Co.

Larry Dalton, U.D.V.R.
Attatchments

I-DWVR Reports & Field Notes

II-Dr. Young's Report
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