\‘W\Nv-ﬂ-
0022

®
g\ State of Utah
v) DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

355 West North Temple
Governor 3 Triad Cen.(er, Suite 350
Ted Stewart Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203
Executive Director JJ 801-538-5340

James W. Carter 801-359-3940 (Fax)
Division Director § 801-538-5318 (TDD)

Michael O. Leavitt

November 22, 1994

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
No. P 074 977 546

Thomas E. Ehmett, Acting Director
Office of Surface Mining
Albuquerque Field Office
Reclamation and Enforcement

505 Marquette N. W., Suite 1200
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Re:  Response to Ten-Day Notice X94-020-179-005 TV1, U. S. Fuel Company, Hiawatha
Mine, ACT/007/011, Folder #5, Carbon County, Utah

O
Dear \E;mve\tiz\

This letter responds to the above-referenced Ten-Day Notice (TDN), the certified
copy of which was received at the Division on November 4, 1994. An extension of time to
respond to the TDN was granted to November 22, 1994,

The TDN states that the nature of the violation is:

"Failure to construct and certify drainage control for all areas disturbed by
mining operations. Various topsoil stockpiles throughout the permit. Cited rules - R645-
301-742 and R645-301-731.121."

Division Response:

The currently approved Hiawatha plan (Appendix V-8) lists five topsoil stockpiles as
Small Area Exemptions, or as they are now called by many mining operations, Best
Technology Current Available (BTCA) areas. In this case the Small Area Exemption refers
to exemption from passing drainage through a siltation structure. These areas either, due to
their size, topographic location, or inability to get their drainage to a sediment pond, are
treated with the best technology currently available to prevent additional contributions of
sediment to streamflow outside the permit area and to minimize erosion.
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Thomas E. Ehmett
ACT/007/011
November 22, 1994

U. S. Fuel has chosen to use earthen berms as BTCA. While the berms have already
been functioning in place for a number of years, the Division has required the operator to
amend the permit to include a statement which requires that all the berms will be maintained
at a minimum height of 1 foot. A technical analysis demonstrates that this provides adequate
treatment for controlling drainage and retaining sediment within the disturbed area.

One topsoil area berm will be modified at the request of the permittee to provide a
rock gabion filter outlet. This topsoil pile is the South Fork Topsoil Pile. A rock gabion
filter of at least 2 feet wide, 2 feet high, and 2 feet long allows treated runoff to discharge.

The permittee has changed the heading language contained in Appendix V-8 to BTCA
Alternate Sediment Control Areas to avoid confusion with the regulatory term, Small Area
Exemption.

The Division finds the permittee’s plan for BTCA areas acceptable to meet the
requirements of the regulations of the State program. The operator has provided sediment
controls and designs for the topsoil piles to demonstrate that no additional contributions of
suspended sediment will flow to stream flow outside the permit area. The structures (berms)
in question have been constructed and have functioned as suitable drainage control for the
topsoil stockpiles, their intended purpose. Accordingly, I request that you find the Division’s
responses to TDN X94-020-179-005 TV1 to be appropriate.

ames W. Carter

Very truly y

vb
cc: L. Braxton
D. Haddock
P. Grubaugh-Littig
J. Helfrich
P. Baker
PFO
TDNRESP.HIA





