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Dear Mr. Carter:

We have received your letter of November 22, 1996 on the permit renewal application for the 2
Hiawatha Mine. On November 22, 1994 the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) wrote to
Paul Baker concerning a dead raptor that was found at the Hiawatha Mine. Robert Benton of the
Service could not positively identify the raptor, but believed it was a red-tail hawk. The cause of
death was unknown. It was observed that some of the distribution lines in the mine were of a
configuration that could cause raptor electrocution. The Service recommended that all
distribution lines and transformer structures be made raptor-proof if the mine is reactivated.

Paul Baker was contacted by phone on December 12, 1996. He stated that the mine is still
inactive and that the distribution lines have not been equipped with raptor protectors. The
Service reiterates that if the mine is reactivated, that appropriate measures be taken to reduce
losses of any raptors on the distribution lines and transformer structures.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Hiawatha Mine permit renewal
application.
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