DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING INSPECTION REPORT

1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

State®f @ #
0026@ ate®f Utah

Michael O. Leavitt
Governor

Execuggggm?g 801-538-5340 Partial: _X Complete:__ Exploration:___
James W, Carter | 801-359-3940 (Fax) Inspection Date & Time: 7/8/97 9 am to 3 pm

Division Director I 801-538-7223 (TDD)

Date of Last Inspection:_6/11/97

Mine Name:_Hiawatha Complex County:_Carbon Permit Number: ACT/007/011
Permittee and/or Operator’s United States Fuel Company

Business Address:_P.0O. Box 887, Price, Utah 84501

Type of Mining Activity: Underground_X  Surface_  Prep. Plant___  Other
State Officials(s):_Susan White and Robert Davidson

Company Official(s):
Federal Official(s): None

Weather Conditions:_warm. turning to thunder showers afternoon
Existing Acreage: Permitted-12707 Disturbed-290 Regraded-__ Seeded-__ Bonded-290
Increased/Decreased: Permitted-__ Disturbed-__ Regraded-__ Seeded- Bonded-

Status: __Exploration/__Active/__Inactive/__Temporary Cessation/__Bond Forfeiture
Reclamation (__Phase I/__Phase II/__Final Bond Release/__Liability______ Year)
REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS & PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

Instructions

1. Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.

a. For complete inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
appropriate to the site, in which case check N/A.

b. For partial inspections check only the elements evaluated.

Document any noncompliance situation by referencing the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.

Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performance standard listed below.

Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments.

EVALUATED N/A COMMENTS NOV/ENF

Rl

PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE
SIGNS AND MARKERS
TOPSOIL
HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:
DIVERSIONS
SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS
OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES
WATER MONITORING
EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS
5. EXPLOSIVES
6. DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOIL/FILLS/BENCHES
7. COAL MINE WASTE/REFUSE PILES/IMPOUNDMENTS
8.
9

W=

paocoy’

NONCOAL WASTE
PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND
RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
10. . SLIDES AND OTHER DAMAGE
11. CONTEMPORANEQUS RECLAMATION
12. BACKFILLING AND GRADING
13. REVEGETATION
14. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL
15. CESSATION OF OPERATIONS
16. ROADS:
a. CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/SURFACING
b. DRAINAGE CONTROLS
17. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
18. SUPPORT FACILITIES/UTILITY INSTALLATIONS
19. AVS CHECK (4th Quarter-April, May, June) (date)
20. AIR QUALITY PERMIT
21. BONDING & INSURANCE
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PERMIT NUMBER:_ACT/007/011 DATE OF INSPECTION:_7/8/97

(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Above)

North Fork

The reclaimed North Fork fan portal and access road was inspected. The North Fork stream
channel diversion and pipeline was also inspected. The following observations were made:

The reclaimed fan portal area had a good vegetative cover. Firs were invading the
disturbed area along with other shrubs. The revegetation portion of the permit states that
trees and shrubs are to be transplanted in this area, to date no shrubs have been
transplanted The Operator should consider measuring the existing tree and shrub density
prior to planting the shrubs. If the site is currently meeting the bond release success
standard for tree and shrub density, then additional shrubs may not need to be planted.

The reclaimed fan portal area was not reclaimed to the drainage and contour as shown
in Exhibit V-10 of the permit. No description or map could be found in the permit
which shows where the sediment controls should be located. Exhibit V-10 did not show
the correct disturbed area.

The access road to the North Fork facilities is not shown on the maps as within the
disturbed area. The road in the permit is designated as an anxicillary road and the
statement is made that it will be maintained. Regulations require the road to be
maintained according to use. Deep erosion gullies, a crushed culvert and filled drainage
ditches were observed on the road. The road is used infrequently for inspections and
water monitoring. An assessment of the condition of the road should be made by the
Operator. Grading activities may cause accelerated sedimentation verses no grading.
Some minor work such as appropriate water bar placement could possibly be sufficient
maintenance.

A diversion box and pipeline are nonfunctional in Miller Creek. Pipe is stored in several
locations along the road and box. The map or on the ground markers did not show the
box, pipeline, or storage areas as within the disturbed area.

The above noted problems should be covered and addressed in Division Order 97A. The
Operators response to Division Order 97A has been extended to August 1.

4. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:
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e. Effluent Limitations Mr. Davidson sampled the mine water discharge at UPDES
point DO02. This is water piped to Hiawatha from the Mohrland Mine and discharged along the
road near the substation, close to town. The water then enters a culvert which brings the water
under the railroad area and discharges into a tributary to Miller Creek by Slurry Pond 4. The
channel is coated with an iron oxide for several hundred yards in the tributary. The Division
was concern that the mine had an acid discharge. Mr. Davidson measured a pH of 7.2 and
Conductivity of 1026 at the D002 point, at the discharge to the tributary to Miller Creek the pH
was 8.15 and conductivity was 1023. Obviously, no acid mine drainage is occurring.

13. REVEGETATION

The Operator continues to spray for whitetop and musk thistle. Morning glory or Field
bindweed, also a noxious weed, was observed on site. The Operator was told that this weed
also required treatment.

14. SUBSIDENCE CONTROL

Subsidence had been recorded (over 4 feet) in 1990 in the area of Federal Lease U-
058261. The surface is Forest Service and is above the head waters to the Right Fork of Miller
Creek. The surface area has not been inspected by the Mine or the Forest for the surface effects
of the subsidence. During this inspection the surface lands were walked, although a complete
inspection was hindered by heavy rainfall. Some slumps and seeps were observed in the area.
This inspector would assume that these were the result of subsidence activity, but prior surface
condition is unknown. The Division will contact the Forest Service for a joint surface
inspection.

Copy of this Report:
Mailed to:_OSM, United States Fuel Company
Given to:_Joe Helfrich (DOGM)

Inspector’s Signature;/ /4 m #3SDate: Z/[é %2/2 7






