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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING
Reclamation and Enforcement
Western Region Office
1999 Broadway, Suite 3320
Denver, CO 80202-3050

July 13, 2015

RECEIVED
UL 1b, bel5

Dana Dean

Department of Natural Resources
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining NG
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210 DIV, OF OIL, GAS & MiNI
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116

Dear Ms. Dean,

I have enclosed copies of OSMRE’s inspection report for the Hiawatha Mine (Complete) that
was conducted the week of May 11, 2015.

If you have any questions regarding these reports, please do not hesitate to contact me at (303)
293-5046.

Sincer

(S

Spencer Shumate
Natural Resources Specialist, Denver Field Branch

Attachment: Copy Hiawatha Mine Complete Inspection Report
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Hiawatha Mine Complete Oversight Inspection Report
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM) Permit ID # C/007/0011

Date:
Monday, May 11 10:15 am — 3:30 pm

Participants:
Karl Houskeeper, DOGM

Dana Jenkins, Hiawatha Coal Co, Inc.

Tom Medlin, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE)
Spencer Shumate, OSMRE (#541)

Charles Reynolds, Hiawatha Coal Co, Inc.

Weather:
Clear, cool, and sunny.

Background:
The Hiawatha Mine is currently not producing coal from the underground mine. Coal fines are

being recovered from one of the slurry ponds at the present time.

The Hiawatha Mines Complex is located on the east side of the Wasatch Plateau Coal Field,
approximately 15 miles southwest of Price, Utah. The permit area encompasses over 12,000
acres and is located south of the Star Point Mines. Federal coal leases as well as fee coal are
involved with this mine complex. All underground mining has ceased, the portals are sealed, and
reclamation was initiated on the refuse pile and continues. The permit for this mine complex was
transferred from the U.S. Fuel Company to Hiawatha Coal Company on December 12, 1997.
Presently, a total of 106.5 acres of reclaimed acreage is under consideration for Phase I bond
release.

The mine has been in temporary cessation since 1997.

This was a complete oversight inspection of the Hiawatha Mine and permit areas. Administrative
review of pertinent records was conducted prior to and upon conclusion of this field inspection.
The inspection began with a records check at tat approximately 10:15 am. The field inspection
began at approximately 11:00am and concluded with a closeout discussion at approximately 3:30
pm.

Records Check:

e The permit is valid through 2017.

e The bond is in the amount of $1.961 million and was most recently calculated in 2010 as
part of the midterm review.
The insurance certificate satisfies all requirements and is valid through 3/8/2016
The UPDES permit is extended through 4/2016.
Quarterly pond inspections on file and were most recently conducted in April of this year.
The SPCC plan (4/30/2015)
A letter from Carbon County dated 9/26/1990 provides for coal haulage on Nine Mile
Canyon Road.




Annual Reports (on file)

Enforcement Actions (on file)
Reclamation Agreement (5/5/2010)
Air Quality Permit (on file)
Annual/Qtr. Pond Inspections (on file)
UPDES Records (on file)

Signs and Markers:
All entrances to the Hiawatha Mine permit area, topsoil storage area, refuse piles and slurry
ponds displayed proper mine identification signs.

Hydrologic Balance:

Left and Middle Fork Drainage

Inspected the ditch for stability and functionality. Construction was underway to repair various
reaches of the Left and Middle Fork drainage due to a localized rain event in July of 2012. This
design event was preceded the same month by a severe forest fire located in the contributing
watershed. It is understood that work will continue throughout the summer in order to repair the
drainages as designed.

Pond D003 '
Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Pond D004 .
Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Pond D006
Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Pond D008
Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Pond D009
Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Pond D011



Inspected the pond for stability and functionality. This included the inlet structure, principle
spillway, emergency spillway. No areas of concern were identified at the time of inspection.

Slurry Pond #1

Slurry Pond #1 was dry at the time of inspection. Remining operation of fine coal refuse has
taken place and backfill and grading are expected to commence ASAP. Significant non-coal
waste was observed within the Slurry Pond impoundment which included glass bottles, rubber,
and iron. It is OSMRE’s understanding that this material is considered to be “Pre-Law” non-coal
waste by the operator and DOGM since this material was not discovered until the Slurry Pond
was drained and remining took place. Nevertheless, a conference call was established between
DOGM and OSMRE to discuss this unique scenario with regard to reclamation. As a result, it is
understood that before backfilling and grading is allowed to take place, the operator will need to
remove any non-coal waste that is currently visible and ensure that storage/disposal of the non-
coal waste is carried out in accordance with the approved permit. See Figures 1-4.

Slurry Pond #5
Slurry Pond #5 was dry at the time of inspection. Remining operations of fine coal refuse have
taken place and backfill and grading are expected to commence ASAP. See Figure 5.

Maintenance Items
1. Repair TS sign a Mine Fan TS storage area;
2. Remove non-coal waste associated with Slurry Pond #1 and dispose/store in accordance
with the approved permit;
3. Ensure that any runoff associated with Slurry Pond #S5 is controlled in ditch DD-5 that
reports to sediment pond #6;
4. Ensure that repair of Left and Middle Fork drainages are repaired ASAP.

Enforcement Actions / Programmatic Compliance
No enforcement actions were taken as a result of this inspection, nor are any pending.



1&E Inspection Photos
Permit: C0070011 Inspection Date:
Permittee: HIAWATHA COAL COMPANY INCORPORATED

5/11/2015

Subject:

Miﬁe Name:

Subject:

Mine Name:

Notes:

#1.

Noncoal waste discovered
during remining at slurry pond

Photo ID:
Photographer:
Date Taken:
State:

County:
Latitude:
Longitude:

22622
SM\JSHUMATE
5/11/2015

ut

CARBON
39.48366611

111.00115167

SLURRY POND #1

HIAWATHA

Notes:

#i.

Noncoal waste discoverad
during remining at sfurry pond

Photographer:
Date Taken:
State;

County:
Latitude:
Longitude:

Photo ID:

22623
SMWJSHUMATE
5/11/2015

uT

CARBON
39.48366639

111.00112111

SLURRY POND #2

HIAWATHA




1&E Inspection Photos
C0070011
HIAWATHA COAL COMPANY INCORPORATED

Permit: Inspection Date:  5/11/2015

Permittee:

Notes:

Noncoal waste discovered
during remining at slurry pond
#1.

Photo ID: 22624
Photographer:  SM\JSHUMATE
Date Taken: 5/11/2015
State: UT
County: CARBON
Latitude: 39.48365333
Longitude: -
111.00111639
Subject: |SLURRY POND #1
Mine Name: |HIAWATHA
Notes:

Noncoal waste discovered
during remining at slurry pond
#1.

Photo ID: 22625
Photographer: SM\JSHUMATE
Date Taken: 5/11/2015
State: UT
County: CARBON
Latitude:  39.48363583
Longitude: -
111.00114194
Subject: |SLURRY POND #1
Mine Name: |HIAWATHA




I&E Inspection Photos
Permit: C0070011 Inspection Date:  5/11/2015
Permittee: HIAWATHA COAL COMPANY INCORPORATED

Notes:

Pond has completed remining
and is ready to begin backfilling
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