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1 message

Karin Madsen <karinom@utah.gov> Mon, Mar 7, 2022 at 5:21 PM
To: charles.reynolds@hiawathacoal.com, hannahsknight@yahoo.com, Steve Christensen <stevechristensen@utah.gov>,
OGMCOAL DNR <ogmcoal@utah.gov>, Priscilla Burton <priscillaburton@utah.gov>, Justin Eatchel <jeatchel@utah.gov>,
Kendra Hinton <khinton@utah.gov>, Todd Miller <toddmiller@utah.gov>

Hello Charles and Dana, 

Attached you will find the report for the complete inspection conducted at Hiawatha Mine on February 17, 2022.  

As discussed during our field visit, there are several compliance action items that require your attention on the property.  I
understand there are several items that need addressing, and that it will take time to organize, so I have set a compliance
deadline of June 13th, 2022.   Please review the report at your convenience and contact me if you have any questions or
concerns.

Thanks,

Karin Odendahl-Madsen
Environmental Scientist III

Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining

319 N. Carbonville Rd. Suite C

cell: 385.267.6721
karinom@utah.gov
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No mining was taking place.  Mr. Reynolds stated that the site will soon come out of temporary cessation to re-mine 
coal fines from Slurry Pond 005A..  Mr. Jenkins stated that MSHA had been to the site and re-activated the Slurry Pond 
005A pile.

This complete inspection focused on the Hiawatha area and South Fork.  The road has recently been bladed to South 
Fork, but snow cover prevented access to Middle Fork.  Several staff members attended this inspection in order to 
assess progress in cleaning up the August 2021 flood damage, and to observe storage areas and bonding. 

For material storage yards, refer to Ex. V-9, Storage & Refuse Facilities.  For hydrology refer to Ex. VII-18B (South 
Fork) and VII-18C for the Hiawatha Area. Refer to Ex. II-4A for bond released area and disturbed area boundary in the 
Hiawatha area.

Action is required by the Permittee as described in items 1, 2, 4.b., 8, 12, 16.a, and 22 below.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

80

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

Karin Madsen, 
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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Business License #812 issued by Carbon County will expire 12-31-22.

5 Year Permit Renewal was renewed 3-14-2017 and will expire 3-14-2022.  

SWPPP permit was renewed 3-30-2020.

SPCC permit was renewed 10-25-2021.

The Permittee's has immediate plans to remove sediment from Pond 006.  The 
Permittee also plans to re-mine the coal fines in Slurry Pond 005A and remove a coal 
berm east of the main RR tracks, in preparation for reclamation of that area identified 
as RA-1-7 on Ex. II-4A (see photo #15).  The Permittee must notify the Division in 
writing before the site comes out of Temporary Cessation and re-mining begins. (The 
advance notice can be by email.)  Once the site comes out of temporary cessation, 
monthly inspections will resume.  The Permittee also plans to reclaim the remaining 
Lower Preparation Plant Area adjacent to RA-7 shown on Ex II-4A.  Reclamation 
activity will also require notice of resuming activity and monthly inspections.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

A sign is present on the County Road at the edge of Borrow Area A (see photo #1) 
which is the beginning of the permit boundary.  Boundary markers were observed 
along the county road, but markers did not identify the permit boundary where it 
leaves the county road and follows the ditch at the toe of Pond 005A. Boundary 
markers must be in place prior to sediment pond 6 clean out work and prior to 
remining work begins.

2.     Signs and Markers

The Middle Fork topsoil is signed, but not fenced.  This pile is in poor shape because 
the grass clumps on this small pile are grazed down to their crowns and the pile is 
exposed to wind erosion (see photo #2).  Mr. Reynolds stated that this small pile may 
be moved and added to the South Fork topsoil stockpile.

Sagebrush dominates the South Fork topsoil stockpile.  This stockpile is signed but 
not fenced.  This stockpile is also overgrazed.

The Permittee must keep cattle from grazing the topsoil stockpiles.

3.     Topsoil

The majority of the hydrologic diversions were snow covered at time of inspection and 
will be inspected closer this spring.

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions
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4th Quarter sediment pond inspections were completed 12-13-21.  Ponds were snow 
covered at time of field inspection.  Sediment levels were surveyed 9-28-21.  Field 
data at time of that survey were as follows: 

Pond 003 – Upper Rail Yard – 60%=7212.0’ Sediment level = 7214.0’ Pond requires 
cleaning.
Pond 004 – North of Slurry Pond #1 – 60%=7087.8’ Sediment level= 7087’
Pond 006 – East of Slurry Pond 5a – 60%=6990.0’ sediment level = 6989.1’ Pond 
requires cleaning. Brush has grown into the spillway of the pond, and it will need to be 
cleared.
Pond 008 – Middle Fork – 60%=8044.5’ sediment level = 8044.5’ Pond requires 
cleaning.
Pond 009 – South Fork Upper – 60%=7902.2’ sediment level =7902’
Pond 011 – South Fork Lower (See photo #4)– 60%= 7713.0’ sediment level = 
7709.8’

Sediment Pond 6 clean out is scheduled.  This work must include maintenance of 
ditch DD-5 at its outlet to pond 006; clearing the pond 006 spillway of sagebrush; and 
re-exposing the pond 006 decant outlet. Sediment Pond 006 designs and sediment 
clean out elevations are shown on Plate VII-11.

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

Inspected the large catch basin at C-28, a 36” culvert, near the road as well as the 
catch basin at C-29, a 60” culvert. C-29 has been cleared from debris that caused 
most of the nearby damage to the road from the August 2021 flooding. The catch 
basin (impoundment) near C-28 extends beyond the disturbed boundary (see photo 
#3).

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

UPDES permit #UT0023094 was renewed 2-1-2021 and expires 1-31-2026.  There 
are 11 UPDES sites associated with this permit.  UPDES sites 001 and 002 are the 
only two sites that routinely discharge water.  The DMRs for the previous quarter have 
been submitted through the Division of Water Quality’s online NetDMR database.

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

4th Quarter Refuse Pile inspections were conducted 12-13-2021.  Report stated no 
material had been added or removed to the pile, Slurry Pond #1, or Slurry Pond #5a.  

The Refuse Pile is currently being used as a storage area for both coal and non-coal 
related items (see photo #5).  This is not a designated storage area, and these items 
need to be removed from the refuse pile.  See section 8 below for further information 
regarding material storage.

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments
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There are four storage yards in the Hiawatha area shown on Exhibit V-9. There are 
two storage facilities in South Fork shown on Exhibit V-7.  These items are intended 
for storage of coal mining related materials only.  

There was an abundance of abandoned mining equipment, old passenger vehicles, 
used belts, propane tanks, and other miscellaneous items spread out within the long-
term equipment storage areas as shown in Exhibit V-9 and V-7 (See Photos #6, and 
#10 through #14). Many of these items belong to Dana Jenkins, who brought them to 
the site to be stored in preparation for eventual sale. Some of these items (passenger 
cars, chain link fencing, T-posts, etc.) are irrelevant to coal mining activities. Since 
much of the older equipment is obsolete, it is likely that they are no longer useful nor 
readily marketable. The disposal of non-mining related equipment and supplies was 
discussed with Charles and Dana at time of inspection, though no specific date was 
specified.  Although the amount of noncoal waste and miscellaneous items have 
increased within the equipment storage areas over the years, no new disturbance has 
been created.

ACTION NEEDED: Permittee must remove all non-mining related equipment, 
supplies, materials and other miscellaneous items from designated storage areas 
before June 13th, 2022 or face enforcement action.

8.     Noncoal Waste

The fuel tank area located near the refuse pile was inspected during the field visit.  
Although the tanks are enclosed in a concrete basin, the pump stations are not, and 
there did not appear to be a proper hanger for the fuel nozzles.  At time of inspection, 
fuel hoses were partially laying on the ground and showed evidence of damage.  The 
diesel nozzle did not fit into the pump hanger, and was draped over the pump, 
allowing fuel to potentially leak onto the ground.

Permittee must refer to, and be in compliance with, their site specific SPCC plan 
regarding containment of fuel hoses to avoid crushing damage by vehicles and 
equipment.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

The un-authorized burn pit in the long-term storage yard, referred to as the Savage 
yard, must be immediately filled in. Overland flow from the "savage' yard is retained 
by a berm. The catch basin area is described in App. VII-11 and shown on Plate V-9.  
(see photo #7).

Flood sediments removed from Middle Fork are stockpiled on the Preparation Plant 
disturbed area, to the east of the Ph III bond released RA-7 shown in Ex. II-4A. The 
Permittee plans to use the flood sediments to reclaim the remaining Lower 
Preparation Plant area, thereby reducing use of the  adjacent borrow area, also 
shown on Ex II-4A.

12.   Backfilling And Grading
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PHOTO 13: 

Used belts + fencing in equipment storage area near truck 
maintenance shop (Exhibit V-9) 

PHOTO 14: 
Used belts + other miscellaneous equipment in equipment storage 

area near truck maintenance shop (Exhibit V-9) 

 

  
PHOTO 15:  

Berm to be re3mined in RA-1-7 
PHOTO 16: Equipment storage on Borrow Area B 

 
 


