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Good afternoon, 

Attached you'll find the report for the partial inspection conducted 6-14-22.  

Thank you again for getting the storage areas cleaned up and organized, your efforts are much appreciated! 

Karin Odendahl-Madsen
Environmental Scientist III 
Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining 
319 N. Carbonville Rd. Suite C 
cell: 385.267.6721
karinom@utah.gov
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Wednesday, June 15, 2022

Division staff Karin Madsen and Priscilla Burton met with Dana Jenkins, and Miles Stephens for this partial inspection.  
Mining has begun in Slurry Pit #5, however mining activities were not taking place at time of inspection (see photo 
#14).  

This inspection focused on the material storage locations throughout the main Hiawatha site as discussed in Inspection 
Report #s 7137 and 8194.   Per these reports, the Permittee was tasked to remove all non-mining related equipment, 
supplies, materials, and other miscellaneous items from designated storage areas before June 13th, 2022.  This task 
was completed satisfactorily as per this inspection.  

ACTION ITEMS:  Items requiring action are explained in detail in sections 4b and 16a.

Report summary and status for pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments:

Date

80

Inspector's Signature:

Note: This inspection report does not constitute an affidavit of compliance with the regulatory program of the Division of Oil, Gas and Mining.

Karin Madsen, 
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19. AVS check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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No permitting actions are under review at the Division at time of inspection.

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

The identification sign at property boundary of the mine site was inspected and meets 
the requirements stated in R645-301-521.200

2.     Signs and Markers

[PB] A large volume of sediment has been recovered from the pond cleanouts.  We 
discussed the potential use of this material in reclamation as substitute topsoil. 
Sediments proposed for substitute topsoil will be stockpiled in the disturbed area, 
signed, bermed, and seeded this fall and as built volumes will be provided.  Use of 
this sediment may replace the need for some Borrow Area soil.

3.     Topsoil

As discussed in inspection report #8194, the sediment ponds on site had been 
severely impacted due to the flood event that occurred in August of 2021.  The 
Division tasked the Permittee with cleaning all of the ponds on the mine site before 
July 15th, 2022.  At time of inspection, Pond 003 (Upper Rail Yard), Pond 004 (North 
of Slurry Pond #1), and Pond 006 (East of Slurry Pond 5a) and Pond 11 (South Fork 
Lower) had been cleaned.  Pond 008 (Middle Fork) had not been started yet, however 
the operator expects this to begin within the next 2 weeks.  Pond 009 (South Fork 
Upper) was in the process of being cleaned.  Equipment malfunctions had slowed this 
progress. 

ACTION ITEMS: Permittee must clean all sediment ponds by July 15th, 2022.

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

The Middle Fork of the Hiawatha property requires significant maintenance following 
the flood event of August 2021.  Major sediment and debris flows caused damage to 
most of this fork.  The Division issued a DO (DO22-A) on March 2, 2022 tasking the 
Permittee with amending their MRP to account for watershed calculations, drainage 
and impoundment designs, and completion of construction of the changes no later 
than 1 calendar year from the receipt of final approval of the amendment from the 
Division.  The deadline for submittal to the Division has been extended to July 13, 
2022.

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

The refuse pile area, which was previously being used to store mining and non-
mining related materials, has been cleared as requested and is no longer being used 
for storage (see photos #7 and #8).

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments
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There are four storage yards in the Hiawatha area shown on Exhibit V-9. There are 
two storage facilities in South Fork shown on Exhibit V-7.  These items are intended 
for storage of coal mining related materials only.  

Prior to this inspection, there was an abundance of abandoned mining equipment, old 
passenger vehicles, used belts, propane tanks, and other miscellaneous items 
spread out within the long-term equipment storage areas as shown in Exhibit V-9 and 
V-7. Many of these items belonged to Dana Jenkins, who brought them to the site to 
be stored in preparation for eventual sale.  Some of these items are irrelevant to coal 
mining activities.  In previous inspection reports, the permittee was tasked with 
removing all non-mining related equipment, supplies, materials, and other 
miscellaneous items from designated storage areas before June 13th, 2022.  The 
permittee completed this task.  

Much of the project included re-organization of materials within the designated 
storage areas, disposing of unusable equipment, and utilizing a local scrapping 
company (Stephenson Metal Recycling) to remove numerous truckloads of material 
from the mine site.  Material that had previously been brought onsite by Mr. Jenkins 
for resale or personal use has been removed from designated mine storage areas 
and stored outside the permit boundary.  One of these areas is a newly constructed 
storage pad adjacent to the Savage storage pad.  An access road is located in the 
southwest corner of the Savage pad.  A berm will be constructed to protect the mine 
site from additional runoff from this new pad, and a gate will be placed to designate 
the private storage from the mine storage.  See photos #3-#6 and #9-#13 for before 
and after photographs of the storage areas.

8.     Noncoal Waste

The Middle Fork access road has received significant damage due to the August 
2021 flood event.  The road surface has deteriorated, and UD-6 ditch that runs along 
the side of the Middle Fork road is severely eroded, causing numerous cuts several 
feet deep, and undercutting and sloughing of the asphalt surface (see photos #15 
and #16).  

This primary road must be maintained in accordance with R645-301-534.330.  Page 
5-72 of the approved Hiawatha MRP states that “Primary roads that have been 
damaged by catastrophic events such as floods or earthquakes will not be used until 
reconstruction of damaged road elements.  The reconstruction will be completed as 
soon as practicable after the damage has occurred”.  The Permittee was instructed at 
time of inspection to barricade the damaged road and close the gate to restrict 
access.  

ACTION ITEMS:  Restore the road surface and drainage control along the Middle 
Fork access road.

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing
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The cemetery located near the shop in the storage yard adjacent to refuse pile #1 
was successfully cleared of coal fines (see before and after photos #1 and #2).  A 
berm constructed of flood debris sediment was used to protect future fines from 
blowing into the cemetery from Slurry Pond #1.   A continuing commitment to clear 
coal fines from the cemetery is found in Chap IV, page 9, Section 411.141.2 of the 
approved MRP.

22.   Other
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PHOTO 1:  

(May 2022) NW corner of Cemetery (before cleanup) 
PHOTO 2:  

NW corner of Cemetery (after cleanup) 

  
PHOTO 3:  

(May 2022) Long term storage (before cleanup) 
Arrow showing location water tank 

PHOTO 4:  
Long term storage (after cleanup) 

Arrow showing location of water tank 
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PHOTO 5:  

(May 2022) Pipe to be moved to mine storage 
PHOTO 6:    

Pipe moved from area into storage area 

  
PHOTO 7:  

(May 2022) Materials on refuse pile (before cleanup) 
 

PHOTO 8:  
Refuse pile, no longer used for storage (after cleanup) 
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PHOTO 9:  

(May 2022) Savage storage yard 
PHOTO 10: 

Savage storage yard after reorganization 

 

  
PHOTO 11:  

East end of Savage yard, now pipe storage 
PHOTO 12: 

New Dana Jenkin’s Storage Area, above the southeast corner 
of the Savage storage yard.   
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PHOTO 13:  
Long term storage/Prep Plant area  

PHOTO 14: 
Overview of Slurry Pond 5, taken from east berm cut. 

 

  
PHOTO 15:  

Road damage in Middle Fork 
PHOTO 16: 

Road damage in Middle Fork 

 


